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Nick Annand began with a demonstration of the basic
equipment for beekeeping and practical hive manipulation.
Assisted by two beginners, he opened the hive to display
its structure, contents and working of the bees.

Doug Somerville talked of prevention of swarming, and
having artificially induced a colony to swarm to a nearby
shrub, showed how to hive it. The following is an outline;
further details can be found in Doug’s article published in
the October edition of The Australasian Beekeeper.
Swarming is Nature’s method of multiplication of the
species. It takes place in the spring as the colony builds up
and becomes short of room in its existing hive. The bees
build queen cells and create new queens from the old
queen’s eggs. When these are about to hatch, the old queen
ceases laying, she becomes smaller and resumes her flying
capability and eventually takes off with half the bees who
prepared themselves for the exercise by gorging on honey.
They tumble out of the hive on a warm morning, swirl
around in the air and settle on a nearby object such as a
garden shrub. The bunch of settled bees hanging like a ball
varies in size from a handful to that of a large football.
They remain in this state for a few hours or a few days
while scouts look for a suitable definitive site to establish
the new colony.

In the meantime, back in the hive, the young queens hatch
and the first out will kill the remaining unhatched pupae by
stinging or, if two emerge together they will fight to the
death of one of them. The survivor flies out on a mating
flight and begins to lay some five days later, with the
colony obviously considerably depleted. Sometimes there
are smaller secondary swarms with a surviving virgin
queen or queenless.

Prevention of Swarming: It is important to prevent
swarming. In the commercial situation swarming weakens

the colony and decreases production. In suburban
situations the process of swarming alarms neighbours and
the bees are likely to settle in an undesirable site.
Preventive measures involve the bees and the hive.

Some strains of bees have a greater propensity to swarm
than others and swarming can be minimised by requeening
regularly from low swarming stock.

Adding extra supers and harvesting honey at appropriate
times provide additional room for expansion in the hive.
Destroying queen cells is useless as a swarming prevention
measure; it might only ensure that the remaining colony is
queenless.

Collection of Swarms: The method of hiving the swarm
from the branch was demonstrated. However, every swarm
is a separate and individual challenge as bees do not
consider the convenience of the beekeeper when choosing
a site to settle!
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Swarming bees have gorged on honey and are not
aggressive.

Foundation or drawn combs in the hive will encourage
them to stay; there is no need to use stickies as the bees do
not want honey at that stage.

John Banfield and Don King gave a practical
demonstration of the grafting in the process of queen
breeding. All present were favourably impressed with the
docility of John’s bees; a very good advertisement for the
quality of his queens.

YOUR ASSOCIATION FIELD DAY
WILL BE HELD
on SATURDAY, 7" FEBRUARY 2009
At the Parramatta branch’s venue
at James Ruse High School - Ag Section,
Baker Street, Carlingford
There will be an emphasis on improving
the skills of less experienced
beekeepers with practical sessions on
hive requeening, preparing bee boxes,
and swarm collection. There will be
information on selecting bee sites and
the ways bees work inside a hive. Lunch
will be available.
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Nick Annand: Small Hive Beetle Update
The small hive beetle arrived in NSW in October 2002,
first detected in the Richmond area and since spread as far
as South Australia, north Queensland and recently
Victoria. It is climate dependent, preferring hot, humid
conditions.
It lays eggs in the hive where larvae feed on brood, pollen
and honey. They cause the honey to ferment producing a
slime which makes the comb useless. Bee numbers
dwindle and the swarm may abscond.
Nick Annand’s research is directed to five areas:
1. Exploring temperature and humidity threshold
conditions for egg laying
2. Assessing susceptibility of weak and queenless colonies
to beetle damage. It has been found that such hives are not
necessarily more susceptible.
3. Monitoring movements of the beetle outside the hive.
After 1100 hours of study a vast number of figures have
been produced, not yet analysed statistically.
4. Practical ways of cleaning up damaged combs. A strong
colony will clean heavily slimed combs.
Other areas of research include:
* Investigating alternative food sources for the beetle. They
will feed on fruit but prefer the beehive.
* Checking how far larvae will go to pupate.
* Economic thresholds; how many beetles does it take to
damage a hive? More than 3000 beetles have been found in
a still thriving strong colony.
* Egg laying by the beetle: The beetle pierces the caps of
cells to deposit eggs inside and prefers capped cells with

an adjacent empty cell. Bees can detect affected cells and
remove dead pupae.
* Attractants: The beetle provokes the production of the
alarm pheromone by bees and this attracts more beetles.
Pollen and pollen patties attract.
» Damage seems to occur more often after hive
manipulation on very hot days when the bees are hanging
outside the hive and not protecting the brood.
Trapping the Beetle:
Two available beetle traps were demonstrated. Internal
harbourage trapping is not yet available because the
essential agent, fipronil, has not yet been released for use
inside a hive.
Shona Blair: Update on research on the anti-bacterial
actions of honey.
Research on the therapeutic properties of honey is taking
place in the School of Biological Sciences, University of
Sydney, by Julie Irish, Dee Carter and Shona Blair.
Honey has been used in Medicine for hundreds of years;
by the Egyptians for wounds, in Europe in the Dark Ages.
All honey has some antibacterial activity but the extent is
very variable. Four factors are involved:
* Low water availability
* Low pH: 3.2--4.5
* Presence of Hydrogen Peroxide
* Specific Floral Factors which are most abundant in honey
from leptospermum and manuka species.
Shona demonstrated the agar well diffusion assay
technique used for assessing the antibacterial activity of
honey, and rating the result as phenol equivalents. Five
hundred and three honeys from 142 different floral sources
have been tested, 477 Apis (honey bee) and 26 Trigona
(Native bee). There is a high variability in the level of
activity; 30% Leptospermum honey proved to be inactive.
Studies of the effects of dilution on honey activity have
been done, and honey has been shown to prevent the
development of drug resistance.
In the treatment of sloughing wounds and ulcers honey
has an antibacterial sterilising action, supplies moisture,
draws out exudates, combats odour and prevents sticking
of dressings. Pictures of such wounds successfully treated
were shown.
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Don King, secretary of the Hunter Valley Branch of the
Apiarists’ Association explained the purpose and function
of this association of professional and amateur beekeepers.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of even
months, at the Hexham Bowling Club. Interested visitors
are welcome.
Jim Wright, secretary of the Hunter Valley Branch of the
Amateur Beekeepers’ Association of NSW explained that
this group, one of seven in the state, meets at the Hunter
Region Botanic Gardens at 10am on the fourth Sunday
each month except July and December. It exists as a means
for members to extend and develop their interest in the
hobby, and especially to promote beekeeping to the
community.
Interested newcomers are always welcome and to consider
joining and being involved with one of these associations.

These notes supplied courtesy of Jim Wright
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Honeybee News
The Journal of the NSW Apiarists' Association Inc.
Published bi-monthly
Annual Subscription - $33
Visa, MasterCard welcome
For more information contact:
The Editor
PO Box 352, Leichhardt NSW 2040
Email: honeybee@accsoft.com.au

Where bees are denied access such as when a space is
too narrow then beetles can find refuge. Inner hive
mats and between frames can be places where space
is limited and bees cannot fit.

Minimise cracks and crevices inside the hive. Use
good quality equipment and remove burr comb and
items that prevent bees accessing all the nooks and
crannies.

Recent research has shown that adult SHB carry a
yeast that grows on pollen and omits volatile
chemicals that attract adult SHM. This knowledge
may lead to the design of an effective lure/trap for
use inside and/or outside a hive.

For more information on SHB see NSW DPI
“Primefacts”.
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Field Day Parramatta Branch 7" February
2009

Newecastle Show 2009: March 26™ -29"
2009 Annual General Meeting of NSW
Council to be hosted by Hunter Valley
Branch on April 19"

Tocal Field Day (Show) 2009: May 1¥-3™
Tocal Beekeepers’ Field Day (tentative)
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For details contact Geoff Henning, Hon.
Secretary, Illawarra Branch on (02) 9528 4292
after 6pm.

October 24™ 2009
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Sunday, 19" April, 2009
will be held at the Hunter Branch venue:
Hunter Region Botanic Gardens on the Pacific
Highway between Hexham Bridge and Raymond
Terrace.
Apiaries Judge — Nick Annand DPI
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$40 (*$35) covering ABA news can be number of hives fee
sheet, ABA events and ABA added 1 to 20 $40 (*$35)
Branch Liability Insurance 21to 50 $55 (*$50)
51 to 100 $70 (*$65)

Current insurance cover ceases on 31* December 2008. Contact your club branch to ensure that you are included as a financial
member for 2009. Remember the * $5 “early bird” discount for both membership and insurance > applies if payment
reaches the Secretary of the ABA before 25" Dec 2008.

THE ASSOCIATION’S FINANCIAL YEAR FINISHES ON THE 31 DECEMBER
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President/Secretary: Merv McDonald 66283687 Treasurer: Peter Dickson-Smith 66492009
l l ! ! "

REMINDER: our meeting formats and the commencement times have changed.
Committee and night meeting will be held on the same night. See insert for details.

President: Ken Simpson Treasurer: Joan Bell 95250552
! ! L
Meetings held on 3rd Wednesday of the month commencing 7.30pm at SOHIER COMMUNITY HALL, entry off Shirley Rd.,
Ourimbah, on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Starting time 7.30pm. All things relevant for amateur beekeepers.
New visitors are more than welcome to attend.
The CCAmateur Beekeepers Assoc will hold a Christmas Party on 10th December at Martin Roberts home in lieu of a meeting
for December. The Christmas gathering will commence at 7pm and all members are invited to attend. There will be no
meeting in January 2009 and we will back on the 3rd Wednesday in February - 18th - for our regular meeting at Sohier Park
Ourimbah at 7.30 with a talk on mead making. All interested are welcome to attend. May you all have a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
President: Martin Roberts (02) 43721381 Secretary: Toni Mitchell (02) 43321597
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Meetings at Jack Nash reserve at 7:30 pm Field days at Campbelltown apiary at 9:00 am
President: Bruce Wallis 9605 6688 Treasurer: Jean Haavasalu 46818540 Secretary: Barry Austen 48 851 705
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Meetings are held at Nepean High School. Gt West. H'way, Emu Plains; a 15 minute walk from the station. Bring your suit &
veil as well as your lunch. Leave the gates as you find them please!!!
Sunday Dec 14th 9.30 am Meeting at Nepean (Emu Plains) Highschool. BYO Lunch. We will spend the day extracting. Bring
your suit and veil.
Sunday Jan 11th. 9.30 am Meeting at Nepean (Emu Plains) Highschool. BYO Lunch. Inspect hives and adjust as necessary.
For further info ring Eddie on 47513941 or 0408 024 295 or e-mail:sijnstra@tpg.com.au

President: Eddie Sijnstra (02) 4751 3941 Secretary: Paul Richardson (02) 4739 0381
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Meetings held fourth Sunday in the month at Hunter Region Botanic Gardens.
President: Ted Flower (02) 49681483 Secretary: Jim Wright (02) 4959 3138
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2" Wednesday of month. Field Day on following Sunday.
Meetings held at James Ruse High School Ag Section, Carlingford
Meetings in Agriculture classroom — field days in club apiary — entrance via Baker St
Wednesday meetings 7:30 pm start
President Peter Thorley Secretary Dave Wilson 94842596  Treasurer: Norm Webb  Extractors Claudio Natoli 9629 9621
Ray Szymanski 9869 2400

The Amateur Beekeeper is the newsletter for The Amateur Beekeepers’ Association of New South Wales Incorporated.
Contributions to The Amateur Beekeeper are welcome. Material must be submitted, in writing, to the Editor before the 15" of month to be considered to
inclusion in The Amateur Beekeeper the following issue or subsequent issues at the Editor’s discretion. Articles published do no necessarily contain the views
of the Editor unless specifically expressed and whilst every care is exercised, the Editor and/or Council of ABA (individually or corporately) do not hold
themselves responsible for errors or omissions. Information contained in this publication is provided as general advice only. For application to specific
circumstances, professional advice should be sought. All inserted material must be booked with the Editor and may not necessarily contain the views of the
Editor and/or Council of ABA. 1998 All material in this newsletter is copyright and cannot be reproduced in part or in full without prior written consent.



