
Colonel Pulling Competition Guidelines 
 
The Colonel Pulling Competition is held between the member branches of the 
Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW. Traditionally it is held prior to the 
AGM each year. 
 
The intention of this structure is to  

(a) simplify the competition 
(b) clarify the way the different parts of the competition will be judged  
(c) encourage competition entry by more branches 

 

Summary 

Component Mark out of 

Quiz 100 

Apiary products 100 

Branch report 100 

Branch Apiaries 100 

Total 400 
 

The only significant change involves the previously titled Branch Displays (now 

titled Apiary Products) which involved both judging of apiary products and a 

display. For many branches producing a display and transporting it to the venue 

for the competition proved difficult. Some members reported that the displays were 

the same each year. It is suggested that Branches be encouraged to bring new and 

innovative displays and promotional material but that they not be judged. This will 

leave only apiary products to be judged. 

Some further changes were made at the ABA meeting held at the Tocal Field Day 

on 28-Oct-06. These involved: 

1. Adding a statement about the quiz to ensure that questions relate to current 

beekeeping in an effort to keep the quiz relevant to newer beekeepers. 

2. Transferring the judging of queen bee and progeny from the Apiary products to 

Branch apiaries. 

3. In the event of a club not having an apiary allowing the apiary of a member to 

be judged in its place 

 

1. The Quiz 

The quiz should consist of 20 questions with two members from each branch 
entering the competition. Questions should be presented in verbal form requiring a 
brief written response. The quiz will be open to an audience. The quiz questions 
and answers should be published in the following ABA journal. The quiz questions 
should relate to modern beekeeping. 
 
Total 20 – scaled to a score out of 100 

 

2. Apiary Products 

Where possible the apiary products should be from the club apiary.  
 
Liquid honey - Six 500 gm jars of honey – 2 light, 2 medium and 2 dark 

Characteristic Light honey 
marked out of 

Medium honey 
marked out of 

Dark honey 
marked out of 

Flavour 25 25 25 

Density 25 25 25 

Colour 25 25 25 

Aroma 10 10 10 

Clearness 10 10 10 

Brightness 5 5 5 

 
 
 
 
 
Total 300 - scaled 
to a score out of 
100 

 
Creamed honey - Two 500 gm jars 

Characteristic Mark out of 

Evenness of grain 30 

Flavour 30 

Firmness 30 

Colour 10 

 
 
 
Total 70 - scaled to 
a score out of 50 

 
Comb honey - One full depth comb 

Characteristic Mark out of 

Fullness 15 

Colour of capping 15 

Evenness 10 

General appearance 10 

 
 
 
Total 50 - scaled to 
a score out of 50 

 
Beeswax - One block, not less than 500 gm and at least 25 mm thick 

Characteristic Mark out of 

Colour 15 

Clearness 10 

Tenacity 10 

Aroma 5 

General appearance 10 

 
 
 
 
Total 50 - scaled to 
a score out of 50 

 
TOTAL  

Liquid honey 100 

Creamed honey 50 

Comb honey 50 

Beeswax 50 

 
Total 250 – scaled 
to a Apiary Product 
score of 100 



 

3. Branch Report 

The Branch Report should be a summary of the activities of the branch over the 
year. 
 
It should include the number of financial members, a summary of fees levied on 
members, the number of meetings held, the number of field days held, the 
average attendance at meeting and the average attendance at field days. 
 
The report should be typed and be no more than two A4 pages in length. Photos 
may be included within the two pages. 
 
Attached to the report should be the minutes of one meeting and names of the 
executive of the branch. 
 

Efforts made by the club to promote 
beekeeping to the broader community 

20 

Efforts made by the club to educate and inform 
their members 

20 

Methods used by the club to inform their 
members of their activities 

20 

Identifying important issues for the Branch and 
planning for the future 

20 

General presentation and adherence to required 
format 

20 

Total 100 

4. Branch apiaries 

The purpose of the apiary is to show members different equipment and where possible 
different races of bees, to teach colony management and to give beginners experience in 
handling bees. As well, the extracting premises, if available should demonstrate a clean and 
safe working environment for the amateur beekeeper. 
 
If the club has no apiary then the apiary of a club member will be judged. 
 
Judging of the Branch apiaries will occur between January and the competition date each 
year. Branches will need to have a person available to allow the judge to gain access to the 
hives. 
 

Docility 10 

Form and size of queen 20 

Strength 10 

The colony 

Purity 10 

50 

Quality 10 

Comb quality 10 

Variety of supers and frames 10 

Variety of lids, bottoms, boards and shutters 10 

The Hive 

Variety of queen excluders and fasteners 10 

50 

Hive records 10 

Safety issues 10 

Compliance with Apiaries Act 10 

Pest and disease control 10 

General 

Variety of nucleus colonies 10 

50 

Total 150 – scaled to a score out of 100 
 
 

An important day! Please try to attend! 
THE ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING IN CONJUNCTION WITH  

THE INTER-BRANCH COLONEL PULLING COMPETITION - See schedule above - it is not too hard! 

SUNDAY, 19
th
 APRIL, 2009 

Apiaries Judge – Nick Annand DPI       Quiz -  Eddie Sjinstra       Branch Entries Judge – Local Queen Breeder Col Wilson of Hunter Valley Apiaries 

hosted by the HUNTER BRANCH 

at Hunter Region Botanic Gardens on Pacific Highway between Hexham and Raymond Terrace 

Inter-Branch Colonel Pulling Event Look upon this event as participation’ rather than ‘competition’ 

and start preparing now!  
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