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From the President 

Well, what a great trip we had to Glenreagh last 

meeting.  I thought the bus resembled transport 

‘New Delhi’ style.  We certainly packed it in.  The 

only thing missing was a mattress strapped to the 

roof. 

Thanks to Barbara and Peter for the venue - 

another great spot and bathing in sunshine to 

boot.  Lucky it wasn’t the following weekend, as 

the winter blast that I mentioned in the last 

newsletter arrived, didn’t it?  Watching the 

weather forecast, it seems the coming weekend 

won't be much different. 

As usual I learnt a few things at the meeting.  One 

was how to wax plastic foundation.  Ross made 

that look easy - thanks Ross. 

Looking forward to the next meeting at Steve and 

Janet’s.  See you there. 

Tony.  14/6/16 

Last Meeting 

The last meeting was held at Glenreagh, at the 

home of Barbara Lukas and Peter Dickson-Smith.  

Yet another day of glorious weather and 

surrounds. 

Many members took up the offer of bus transport 

from Lismore.  Thanks to Merv and Shirley for the 

bus quiz.  Robert Stone took out the honours and 

won a wire tensioner for his efforts.  

Congratulations Robert. 

Peter’s shed was packed to the rafters for Ross’ 

demonstrations, which included the application of 

wax to plastic foundation, a review of different 

types of hive tools and smokers, and a discussion 

on beetle baffles.  Thanks to Ross and other 

members who contributed to the session.  Thanks 

also to everyone who brought along equipment for 

the demonstrations, particularly Geoff Manning 

for his collection of smokers. 

For more information on beetle baffles, Ross 

suggested searching online for videos by Jesse 

Davis. 

 

Ross Discussing Beetle Baffles 

Some of the topics which were discussed at the 

association meeting are listed below: 

 The recent Colonel Pulling competition, 

results and subsidies for those members 

who represented the association; 
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 The Northern Rivers Branch will be hosting 

the 2017 Colonel Pulling competition and 

AGM of the ABA in Ballina; 

 Tony will organise the roster for members 

who offered to represent the association at 

Primex in late June; 

 Brian Window was recognised by the NSW 

ABA for his contributions to The Amateur 

Beekeeper publication.  A hive tool award 

was brought back from the Colonel Pulling 

competition; 

 An attendance book is brought to each 

Sunday meeting.  Please sign this when 

paying for lunch; 

 At the next Sunday meeting, some 

members are planning to meet at 9.30 am 

to discuss flow hives.  For more 

information, contact Suzie Deyris (0414 

649 115 or suziedeyris@bigpond.com). 

Thank you to all the members who brought along 

items for the raffle. 

New Equipment 

Stephen and Janet Fowler carry most common 

beekeeping equipment, including a range of 

extractors, both manual and electric.  They also 

carry a range of jars and pots for honey sales. 

Remember that wax prices are rising.  The Fowlers 

will buy wax from members at the current rate.  

The supply of wax sometimes helps with the 

purchase of foundation. 

Opaque 20 litre buckets with lids are now 

available. 

Please contact Stephen or Janet for further details 

(see the Equipment Officer contact details above). 

Hives and Nuclei 

Some members are looking for hives and nuclei.  

Please contact Stephen Fowler if you wish to 

supply colonies. 

Steritech 

Brian emailed out information in early June 

regarding the irradiation of bee equipment at 

Steritech.  Parts of the email have been reproduced 

below for anyone who did not receive or read it.  It 

contained useful information for anyone who 

needs to send equipment in the future. 

The reasons for having equipment sterilised include: 

 Prior infection with AFB; 

 Second hand equipment of unknown prior 

history; 

 Sterilised equipment helps make strong 

hives in Spring. 

The costs of previous trips have worked out about 

$13 for a base and a box with contents. 

This is made up of about $9 in Steritech charges, 

and about $4 in freight charges.  The freight charges 

depend on how many pallets we send.  One pallet 

holds about 42 box equivalents, and the cost is 

divided up on the basis of the number of full depth 

boxes sent.  The pallet is best made up of stacks of a 

base (landing board <50mm), 3 supers, and a 

migratory lid (3 boxes equivalent), strapped with an 

emlok, but loose boxes, lids and bases are 

accommodated. 

While this is intended for club members, we will 

take a limited amount of equipment from non-club 

members, as it reduces the cost and helps the 

beekeeping community.  Unusual shaped hives, i.e. 

other than 8 or 10 frame Langstroth can probably be 

taken with prior notice.  

3.5 pallets of bee hive equipment were prepared in 

South Lismore last Sunday before the rain, and will 

be taken to Steritech this week. 

Please contact Brian Window or Stephen Fowler 

directly for details about future trips to Steritech. 

Learn Beekeeping Course 

The first Learn Beekeeping Course for 2016 started 

on Saturday 18 June with 13 beginners 

enrolled.  Stephen Fowler gave the first lecture on 

OH&S and equipment, and then all the students 

had a go at looking through some of Brian 

Window’s hives.  No AFB was found, to a collective 

sigh of relief. 
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A second course will be run, since more than 12 

people have expressed interest.  It will commence 

on Saturday 6 August, 2016 in Lismore.  Flyers are 

being sent out, and enrolment will be on a first in, 

first served basis. 

Flowering 

The recent flowering of the common paperbark 

has come to an end. 

Red gum is in flower, although it has been 

reported to be variable across our region.  Iron 

bark is coming into flower. 

Hive Management 

Since checks for AFB should be undertaken at least 

twice a year, the quieter winter period is a good 

time to assess the heath of each colony.  

Inspections can be undertaken on warmer days, 

but avoid opening hives in cold or windy weather.  

Remember that the brood nest will have decreased 

in size compared to summer. 

Be on the lookout for robbing.  If robbing starts, 

work quickly to close the hive.  It may be necessary 

to close down the entrances of weaker colonies in 

order to discourage robbing by bees from stronger 

hives. 

Continue with repairs and construction of new 

equipment. 

Chemical Users Course 

A refresher Chemical Users Course with an 

emphasis on beekeeping is available at the 

discount cost of $150. 

The course will be held at B Block Wollongbar 

TAFE on Friday 1st July from 8.30am to 1pm 

approximately. 

Contact Col Maloney for more information (6663 

7051). 

Big Job, Big Gear 

The April 2016 newsletter included a picture of 

Tony and Geoff hard at work undertaking a swarm 

recovery at the Italo Club, Lismore.  It was made 

somewhat more challenging than usual, with the 

nest entrance on the second story of the building 

exterior.  Ladders were required to block the nest 

entrance and fix a nuc to the side of the building. 

Well the job got even bigger.  The exterior of the 

building had other holes, which the bees took full 

advantage of in their efforts to return to the brood 

nest. 

Unfortunately, some of these were higher than the 

original nest entrance.  A ladder just wouldn’t cut 

it. 

Bring in the big guns! 

 

In the Words of Tony – “Munt and Mont, Hard At It!” 

In the picture above, the nuc box is visible on the 

wall below the work platform.  Tony is working to 

block a hole in the eave with Geoff keeping a close 

eye on him. 

The good news is that the job is now complete. 



 

 

Rising CO2 Reduces Protein Levels in Pollen 

A Purdue University study has found that rising 

atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) levels have 

reduced protein in the pollen of goldenrod.  This is 

the first study which has examined the effects of 

rising atmospheric CO2 on the diet of bees. 

Since pollen is the bee’s source of protein, a 

reduction in protein levels may result in an 

increase in stress on the colony. 

The researchers noted that the study did not assess 

the effects of protein reduction on bee health, only 

the levels of protein in pollen. 

Refer to the link below for more information.  

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/04/16

0413113420.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_me

dium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedai

ly%2Fplants_animals%2Fbotany+%28Botany+New

s+--+ScienceDaily%29 

Thanks to Geoff Manning for finding this article. 

Upcoming Events 

23-25 June, 2016 – Primex, Casino. 

3 July, 2016 – Monthly meeting, Lismore. 

6 August, 2016 – Next Learn Beekeeping Course. 

25 September, 2016 – GCABS Field Day, 

Mudgeeraba (Keynote speaker, Des Cannon, 

Editor, Australasian Beekeeper Journal). 

21 May, 2017 – Colonal Pulling competition and 

AGM of the ABA, Ballina. 

Newsletter Submissions 

Thank you to all members who contributed to the 

newsletter. 

Newsletter submissions can be emailed to 

Newsletter_NRABA@bigpond.com by the 10th of 

each month.  Photos are always appreciated. 

 

 

 

Next Meeting – 3 July, 2016 

The next meeting will take place on 3 July at 

Hillside Storage, 40 Trevans Road, Lismore. 

This is an industrial site.  There are no kitchen 

facilities, but power will be available for the urn.  A 

portable toilet has been arranged for the day. 

The day will start at 9.30 am with a meeting of 

those members who wish to discuss flow hives.  

Morning tea will commence at 10 am, with a trial 

of the monthly meeting being held over morning 

tea.  Lunch will be at around midday, at a cost of 

$5 per head. 

Planned beekeeping activities for the day include 

those listed below: 

 A demonstration of the new compressed 

polystyrene bee hives.  Information on 

these hives may be found at 

http://www.australianhoneybee.com.au/p

olystyrene-bee-hives; 

 A demonstration of bottom boards with 

beetle traps/baffles.  The beetle baffle 

manufacturer’s site may be found at 

http://www.beetlebaffle.com/; 

 Bee hive inspections on site, subject to 

weather. 

Please remember to bring along either a morning 

tea item or a salad to share.  Raffle items are 

always appreciated. 

Don’t forget to bring along your own chairs.  Since 

this is an open site, shade will be limited to the 

two association shade structures, so bring along 

umbrellas, hats, etc. and wear sun smart clothing. 

Starting at the Dawson Street roundabout on the 

Bruxner Highway in Lismore, head towards 

Casino.  Take the first turn left past Peace Park 

into Keen Street.  Follow this road south for about 

2 km, out past the baseball fields, then turn left 

into Trevans Road. 

Parking is on the street since site parking is 

restricted.  Please keep driveways/gateways clear. 

Bee meeting signage will be in place. 
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