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From the President 

Thanks again to Jenifer and Mark for the venue at 

the last meeting.  Everyone enjoyed the lovely 

atmosphere that was provided by them. 

I hope the prolonged warm weather that we are 

experiencing keeps hassling the flora to produce 

some nectar and pollen.  I've heard some reports 

that bees are pumping in some areas.  Good luck 

with that.  I feel the winter blast isn’t far away, so 

keep that in mind. 

Three cheers and best wishes for the small 

contingent who have travelled to Mittagong to 

represent NRABA in the Colonel Pulling 

competition. 

We look forward to the bus trip to Peter and 

Barbara's at Glenreagh for the next meeting.  Don’t 

forget to bring your smoker with you as Ross 

Wood is planning a session to discuss smokers and 

hive tools. 

Happy beekeeping and see you all at the next 

meeting. 

Tony. 

Last Meeting 

The last meeting was held at the home of Jennifer 

and Mark Joiner, Possum Creek.  Members took 

full advantage of the glorious weather and 

surrounds. 

Hives were inspected for winter stores and brood 

health.  The unseasonably warm weather has 

meant that conditions have remained favourable 

for foraging, and honey was taken from one of the 

Joiner’s hives. 

 

Locating the Queen 

The main topics which were discussed at the 

association meeting are listed below: 

 An alternate location for some association 

meetings should a member’s residence be 

unavailable – Steven and Janet Fowler 

kindly offered the use of land at their 

storage sheds on the outskirts of Lismore; 

 The selection of photos for the Colonel 

Pulling competition; 

 Volunteers for Primex; 

 NSWABA change in membership 

procedures – more to come at a later date; 

 The meeting of flow hive enthusiasts 

approximately 30 minutes before each 
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monthly meeting – proposed to commence 

at the June 2016 meeting. 

 

Bees Returning to the Hive 

Thank you to all the members who brought along 

items for the raffle. 

New Equipment 

Stephen and Janet Fowler carry most common 

beekeeping equipment, including a range of 

extractors, both manual and electric.  They also 

carry a range of jars and pots for honey sales. 

Please contact Stephen or Janet for further details 

(see the Equipment Officer contact details above). 

Please be aware that the Fowler’s equipment ute 

will not be taken to the May 2016 monthly meeting 

in Glenreagh.  Please make arrangements with 

Steven or Janet if you require equipment before 

the June 2016 meeting. 

Hives and Nuclei 

Some members are looking for hives and nuclei.  

Please contact Stephen Fowler if you wish to 

supply colonies. 

Steritech Trip 

Please contact Brain Window or Stephen Fowler 

regarding irradiation of association members’ AFB 

infected equipment at Steritech. 

Learn Beekeeping Course 

The first course is now fully booked.  A second 

course may be run if there is sufficient interest. 

Please continue to pass around the beekeeping 

course brochure to anyone who may be interested 

in participating.  Contact Tony Lamont or Brian 

Window for further information or expressions of 

interest. 

Flowering 

The common paperbark (melaleuca quinquenervia) 

has continued to flower in the region.  Many 

specimens have been observed with new buds.  

Another flowering for this year should be 

underway by the time the newsletter is published. 

 

A Local Grey Ironbark 

Flower buds have also been observed on local 

specimens of Grey Ironbark (Eucalytpus 

siderophloia) in readiness for flowering later in the 

year.  In Doug Somerville’s publication ‘Floral 

Resources Database for the NSW Apiary Industry’ 

(Rural Industries Research and Development 



 

 

Corporation, 1999), the species is indicated to 

produce good honey yields (mean 54 kg/hive), a 

pollen value towards the lower end of the level of 

importance (1.76/5) and a mean period between 

flows of 2.6 years. 

Local Red Gums look like they may flower soon – 

see below, from Brian Window. 

Hive Management 

Continue to check for pests and diseases, 

especially AFB.  Extract the last of the honey crop 

and check for honey stores in preparation for 

winter (see Brian Window’s article on this topic 

below). 

Remember that when Spring arrives, you won’t 

want to be left short of equipment, so start repairs 

and construction of new equipment now. 

Wintering Bees on the Far North Coast 

Thanks to Brian Window for this article. 

Our climatic conditions are quite different from 

much of Australia, and some of what is written in 

bee books is not applicable here.  

First, how much honey should you leave for the 

bees?  With the shorter days and cooler months, 

the bees and the queen restrict the size of the 

brood nest (who knows who makes the decision!), 

and the bees fill up with capped honey all the 

comb on each side of the brood nest and around 

the perimeter of each comb.  This is to insulate the 

brood nest from any cold weather.  (In really cold 

climates, the brood nest will shrink so much that it 

disappears).  So usually the brood box will have a 

lot of stored capped honey; how much can be 

gauged by hefting the box. 

In our climate and with winter flowering plants, 

this is probably all they need to survive winter and 

to expand the hive in spring.  So, if you wish you 

can extract all the honey from the honey supers, 

provided it is ripe enough (won’t shake out and 

mostly capped).  If capped honey is left in the 

supers, it is highly likely that it will be candied in 

spring, and difficult to get out.  After extracting 

these frames, there will be a lot of sugar crystals 

left in the cells, which the bees will discard. 

Second, what should you do with the supers and 

the sticky frames?  You can leave one super on the 

hive if empty, and the bees will look after it over 

winter.  Many beekeepers in our area leave two 

empty supers on, on the basis that the bees will do 

a better job of looking after them than they are 

prepared to do.  Certainly, you will be prepared for 

any winter flowering and the Spring surge.  This 

year, the local red gums are well budded and look 

like flowering in May, giving good pollen and 

honey supplies. 

Any boxes of stickies off the hive can be stored 

using refrigeration or fumigation to kill any wax 

moth eggs or larvae.  It can be a periodic treatment 

e.g. once a month, with the boxes stored sealed up 

against insects.  Wet stickies are more resistant 

than dry stickies to wax moth, but they can attract 

small hive beetle.  Phostoxin pills are the 

registered fumigant to control wax moth and small 

hive beetle, and although quite toxic, are safe if 

handled properly.  The preservation does not have 

to be perfect, and the bees will repair a surprising 

amount of wax moth damage.  They will also clean 

up any mouldy combs quickly. 

For those who dislike chemicals, open boxes of dry 

stickies either standing on their end or stacked 

cross-wise in a well-lit ventilated area apparently 

do survive.  Wax moths like the dark.  There are 

reports on the net that lightly misting the combs 

with BT (known in Oz as Dipel, in Yates Natures 

Way for caterpillars, available at Bunnings) before 

putting away, kills the larvae with no subsequent 

effect on the bee larvae (they do not eat the 

combs). 

A Session with Ross - Smokers and Hive Tools 

At the next meeting, Ross is planning to initiate an 

in depth discussion on smokers and hive tools.  

The hyperlinks below were provided by Ross.  

They are YouTube videos which discuss these 

essential beekeeping items, but don’t worry if you 

are unable to view these before the meeting. 



 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Dv7wEa4BI

M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiyrPHm76P

w&ebc=ANyPxKq9arDWl3pARki__kVEJkbvXPGEe

p_SY0aISi2HQTyWB_wuwULl5KXPjOuhD8WBR_

gt_GdmD49_dv4v--iW3LiKtzb5fQ 

Remember to bring along your smokers and hive 

tools to the meeting, and don’t forget to throw in 

some of your favourite smoker fuel. 

Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers 

The Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers (2016) is 

available as a free download from 

http://beeaware.org.au/archive-news/new-version-

of-biosecurity-manual-for-beekeepers/ 

The manual includes fact sheets on the various 

honey bee pests and diseases. 

The Australian Beekeeping Manual 

The NRABA has a copy of The Australian 

Beekeeping Manual (Robert Owen) in the library.  

Additional copies may be ordered for purchase by 

association members.  The publication retails for 

$49.99, but we may be able to receive a discount 

dependant on the number of copies ordered. 

Any member who wishes to purchase a copy 

should contact Brian Window. 

Upcoming Events 

29 May, 2016 – Monthly meeting, Glenreagh. 

18 June, 2016 – Learn beekeeping course (Day 1), 

Northern Rivers. 

23-25 June, 2016 – Primex, Casino. 

25 September, 2016 – GCABS Field Day, 

Mudgeeraba (Keynote speaker, Des Cannon, 

Editor, Australasian Beekeeper Journal). 

Newsletter Submissions 

Thank you to all members who made 

contributions to the newsletter. 

Newsletter submissions can be emailed to 

Newsletter_NRABA@bigpond.com by the 10th of 

each month.  Photos are greatly appreciated. 

Next Meeting - 29 May, 2016 

The next meeting will be held at the home of 

Barbara Lukas and Peter Dickson-Smith, 39 

Eastbank Road, Glenreagh. 

The day will start with morning tea at 10 am 

followed by the beekeeping activity for the day at 

11 am.  Lunch will follow at around midday, at $5 

per head. 

Conducting the monthly meeting over morning 

tea (10-11 am) has been proposed by Tony.  This 

would allow for participation in club meetings of 

those who have to leave immediately after lunch 

and free up some time after lunch for other 

activities e.g. discussion sessions, guest speakers 

etc.  The success of this format can be discussed at 

the meeting. 

The planned beekeeping activity is hive 

inspections for winter stores and brood health.  

The discussion session with Ross on smokers and 

hive tools will commence immediately after lunch. 

Please remember to bring along either a morning 

tea item or a salad to share.  Raffle items are 

always appreciated.  Don’t forget to bring along 

your own chairs. 

A bus has been booked for this meeting, leaving 

Harold Fredericks Car Park in Dawson Street, 

Lismore (opposite Oakes Oval) at 8 am.  Bookings 

with Shirley Ashman are essential, after 6pm - first 

in, first served.  The bus will be free. 

For those travelling by car, take the Armidale Rd 

from South Grafton.  After approximately 5 km, 

turn left to Coffs Harbour on the Orara Way.  

Glenreagh is 38 km from this turn.  At the 

southern end of the village, turn left into 

Sherwood Creek Rd.  Cross the river and the 

railway line and proceed to a T-intersection.  Turn 

right into Eastbank Rd, follow the bitumen onto 

the gravel road straight ahead.  No.39 is at the end 

of the gravel road, with white post and rail fence 

fronting the road. 
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