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President’s Message - Caroline 
Dear Beekeepers, 
Just a very short message this month. Why? Because I'm in Poland! I saw a Polish 
bee but didn't get to the camera in time. It is 27 degrees and quite a few tourists. 
Not quite sure what they are looking at as they walk continuously. 
Behind the scenes this month, we are trying to get the proposal for an exhibition/ 
extraction building up to MSCL. It is almost there. 
Torsten drained the flow hive at the apiary. The hives will remain closed until spring. 
There is a nectar flow happening as many of the trees are in flower. At the next field 
day you will be shown how to make boxes and frames. Things to do in winter that 
everyone forgets about until spring. 
A thank you to Dallys for mulching and weeding the apiary. Ed is helping sort out the 
website for us with the help of the ABA. Hopefully that will be up and running soon. 
I'm off on a discovery tour. See you next month! 
Regards 
Caroline 

 

                   Bee Informed … member contributions/research 
articles 

 
Sydney Film Festival movie: Honeyland 
“Winner of the World Cinema Grand Jury Prize at Sundance 2019, Honeyland is a 
sumptuous, poetic and funny portrait of a female beekeeper in the remote Macedonian 
countryside. 
Filmmakers Stefanov and Kotevska filmed Hatidze and her bees over three years. The 
50-something apiarist lives in an isolated cottage with her frail elderly mother. She seems 
content to tend her bees and make the occasional four-hour trip to market. One day, a 
large family and their herd of cattle move into the otherwise deserted mountain valley and 
her peaceful life is turned upside down…” - From www.sff.org.au 
Next available session 9:30 Saturday 15th June at State Theatre 
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Article: Webster sweet on hives 

Webster, an Australian almond producer, has in the past 
hired beehives at a cost of $340 000 to pollinate its 
almond trees. It subsequently decided to buy 5 500 hives 
from Australian Rainforest Honey at a cost of $8.2 million 
instead. With bee shortages in America, almond prices 
are due to rise and along with increasing demand in 
Australia (due to almond health benefits) this may allow 
the company to hire its hives out to competitors as well. 
Online companies are growing and so will the demand for 
bees to help pollinate, says Webster. - Sydney Morning 
Herald Agriculture by Paul Sakkal May 16 2019 

Book reviews - “Incredible Journeys” by 
D.Barrie Hodder & Stoughton 
This book explores all the varied ways that creatures 
manage to not get lost. It starts with the earliest 
documented navigators, magnetotactic bacteria. As the 
name suggests these single cell organisms use tiny 
magnetic particles to help navigate using the Earth’s 
magnetic field, billions of years ago. Barrie explores other 
creatures’ navigational abilities for example, saltwater 
crocodiles who have a remarkable ability to find their way 
home, even after being relocated long distances; and he 
travels to the Snowy Mountains to understand how 
bogong moths are able to use the Earth’s magnetic field 
and landmarks to find their way. So, as you would expect 
he also explores the navigational ability of honeybees; 
their waggle dance! It was uncovered by Austrian 
ethologist, Karl von Frisch in the 1940s. His research 
revealed that bees were sensitive to the polarisation of 
sunlight and this helped them navigate by polarisation 
patterns in the sky. Bees are also able to adjust their 
dance to indicate direction when the sun’s position and 
polarisation patterns outside the hive change over the 
day. Reviewer, “This book is crammed with fascinating 
and often baffling feats of animal navigation…” like carrier 
pigeons that were awarded gallantry medals in WWII. 

 
- Reviewed by Bianca Nogrady. SMH June 1-2 2019 

 
Article - Sweet research 
This article looks at the West Australian honey industry 
and research that shows the local product has better 
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qualities than Manuka. 
Ken Dods, research and development food scientist at ChemCentre (WA Chemistry 
Centre) led a team that investigated the beneficial properties of honey over the past 
seven years. Aborigines and Torres Stait Islanders knew of honey’s medicinal properties, 
consuming it or applying it to skin and modern science has demonstrated probiotic and 
antimicrobial benefits of honey. A group of beekeepers got together to help boost the 
honey industry five years ago. At the time beekeepers were getting $4 a kg for blended 
honey by selling it to big processors. 
Ken saw that the first problem was authentication. “Honey is one of the most adulterated 
food products…Our job is to make sure people who buy jarrah and marri honey are 
getting what they pay for.” The team analysed chemical make- up of honeys, enabling 
them to be certified as being jarrah or marri. The object was to give consumers 
confidence in the quality of WA’s monofloral honeys from hive to market. These honeys 
have been chosen due to their abundance and their unique, rich flavours. Jarrah honey is 
dark in colour and while karri is also prized it has a seven year flowering cycle, making it 
a rarer commodity. Both honeys have higher antimicrobial activity than Manuka, says 
Ken.They also have shown to promote beneficial gut activity. “Certain bacteria are 
promoted by jarrah and marri honey; others are inhibited”. This helps explain why the 
same substance can kill bacteria but also promote it. 
There’s a lot of potential of these honeys in the therapeutic and personal care markets. 
Already some honey producers are getting prices of $75 - 125 for a 500gm jar of jarrah 
honey on the international market. 
- story by Jill Griffiths from, “Outback The Heart of Australia” April/May2019 
~ contributions by Christine 

 
Native Bee Stamps ~ contributed by Ed 
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Apiary Goings 
on ..Torsten & Ricarda 
Fifteen people attended the June Field 
day and everyone was very interested 
in how to harvest the FlowHive. Torsten 
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introduced his little invention of improving the harvest of the FlowHive honey. 
Everyone was highly impressed, including me! This way we were able to harvest 
the honey, without bees falling into the honey bucket. We harvested 7 kg from this 
hive during the period of the Field day, about 1.5hours. A very special thanks to 
Ann-Marie, helping me to wash all the jackets and bee suits for the end of season 
clean up. 
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The Art & Science of Beekeeping 
The Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW 2019 Conference 
Western Sydney University Hawkesbury Campus, June 7 – 9. 
By Ed & Dallys Napiorkowski 

 
We recently had the pleasure of attending the ABA 2019 
conference over three days and were treated to a broad 
collection of extremely entertaining topics from local and 
international speakers. 

 
Highlights included a tour on Friday afternoon of the 
WSU Glasshouse facility where the Operations Manager 
and PhD Students shared with us the current research on 
pollination using Native Tetragonula Stingless Bees. The 
glass house consists of multiple self-contained zones, 
each a chemical and soil free temperature-controlled 
environment using a hydroponic system to provide nutrients to the crops and utilising 
native stingless bees to provide pollination. We were informed that native bees are used 
over honey bees for two reasons. Firstly, because being stingless they present no risk to 
workers but perhaps more importantly because unlike honey bees, they acclimatise to  
the glass house environment. Honey bees tend to ignore the crops and instead fly to 

exhaustion seeking to find an escape path. 
 

Throughout the Saturday several speakers presented 
material on their researching the beneficial properties of 
Australian honey, testing use in medical situations both 
topical for skin conditions, ulcers, burns etc. but also 
oral consumption as a prebiotic for improved gut health. 

 
Other speakers presented their tips on improving bee 
photography whether it be vis professional or semi- 
professional equipment or through a smart phone such 
a s 

the  iPhone.   We   heard   how the 
subject, light, contrast, compensation 
and an element of luck all play a role 
in delivering that awesome ‘cover 
shot’. 

 
 

On the Saturday night we attended 
the gala dinner and in addition to 
being treated to a delicious meal and 
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great company we were also able to participate in a bee related trivia contest. Dallys and 
I managed 16 correct answers from the list of 20, 
and even though some scored the perfect 20, we 
thought we put up a pretty good effort. 

 
Sunday started with the ABA’s annual general 
meeting. A key portion of the meeting related to the 
election of office bearers, however there was also an 
explanation of the new constitution, information on 
the growth of the ANBA through 2018/19, a 
description of the types of funding and speaker 
options made available to clubs and an overview of 

the very strong position of the ABA in general. 
 

After the meeting we returned to the main lecture theatre and were once again treated to 
more high-quality presentations from a range of speakers including several more of the 
very gifted and enthusiastic PhD students. 
Another aspect of the conference was  multiple 
trade displays from numerous vendors in the 
beekeeping industry and also displays of 
entries into the several competitions hosted by 
the ABA including Honey, Honey Labels, Arts & 
Craft, Photography, and beekeeping related 
inventions. 



JUNE 2019 

9 

 

 

 

Meetings & Events 
Please keep checking MBAI web site for event updates: www.macbeekeepers.asn.au 

Copy Deadline for our next newsletter: 
Friday, 5th July 

To: editor@beekeepers.asn.au 
June 2019 
14th - Find newsletter on website 
19th - 7:30pm Club Meeting 

 
July 2019 
7th - 10 am Field Day 
12th - Newsletter published 
17th - 7:30pm Club Meeting 

 
August 2019 
4th - Field Day 10 am 
16th - Newsletter published 
21st- 7:30pm Club Meeting 

 
September 2019 
1st- Field Day 
13th- newsletter published 
18th - 7:30pm Club Meeting 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CLASSIFIEDS and SPONSORSHIP 

 
Club Shirts 

Contact Jessie or 
Michael at the next 

meeting 
With Name $65 

Without Name $60 

Club Member Advertising: 
Short line with phone nos. = Free 
Size up to 60mm by 40mm (one per member)= 
Free 

 
(Non member =$10/per month) 
Renew ad each month. Provide artwork 
editor@macbeekeepers.asn.au 

Club Honey 
Now available in 

500gm 
1 kg Tubs Contact 

Jessie on 
0409845625 
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Thank you to our sponsors: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Club equipment for member use. 
The following equipment is available for use 
by members: 
2 frame manual extractor. 
Electric uncapping knife 
Cappings draining tray set. 

 
Please contact Michael or Jessie via email 
treasurer@macbeekeepers.asn.au or 
secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au 

 
Or Michael on 0429368353 or Jessie on 
0409845625. 

 
All equipment must be returned in a clean 
condition ready for the next user. 

FOR SALE 
Nuplas brand plastic ten- 
frame Langstroth hives, 

consisting of 2 boxes per hive 
with fully drawn combs on 

plastic foundation. All hives 
with ventilated base boards 

and beetle traps underneath. 
$250 per hive, bees included. 
Telephone Robert, 0416 163 

119 after 6 p.m. or  
email rbtola@gmail.com. 


