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Views expressed in the newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the committee, the members, or the Association 

President’s Message - Caroline 
Dear Beekeepers, 
Just a very brief message this month.  
A few reminders.  
Tocal is on next month and there will be an opportunity for you to indicate whether 
you wish to travel on a bus to and from the venue near Maitland.  
Our Christmas party will be held at the Plough and Harrow Hotel in Camden on 
20th November in lieu of our normal meeting. The cost will be available at the 
meeting. 
Our bees. Although it is usually now that we want to do our spring hive check, it has 
been either too cold or too windy to do this. However, the bees themselves don’t 
always listen to the weather forecasts and they are starting to swarm. It is important 
that you choose a time suitable for doing your bees as soon as possible so you can 
make sure there is enough room for the spring honey without them swarming.  
Because there has been no rain to speak of, water must also be available. During 
winter, all the preparation for the coming season has hopefully been done. The club 
has new frames and boxes thanks to our club members on club days. I have made 
boxes, frames and general gear ready to go when the wind lets up. 
A tip for those wishing to enter the Camden Show with their honey next year: save 
some of your early extracted honey and let it sit for a while so that all the bubbles 
can rise to the surface. I have two jars in my pantry. 
Exciting competition for our members coming up. Bee sure to bee at the meeting to 
find out! 
Regards 
Caroline

Bee Informed … member contributions/research 
articles 
Native Bees die three times faster from honey bee parasite - Eric Barker, 
ABC News 8th August 2019. 
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Researchers have found that nosema cerane (a parasite that 
has been known to cause bees to become less active and die 
prematurely ) could be transmitted to native bees through 
flowers, causing them to die about three times the rate of 
normal mortality. 
Associate Professor Lori Lach from James Cook University 
said more research was needed to determine the impact the 
disease was having on native bee population. She stopped 
short of saying that it meant bees were dying early, but added 
that native bees might have defences that would prevent 
nosema cerane from having a really devastating effect on their 
population. 
James Cook Uni Honours student, Anna Genge in following 
this up, has looked at the beehive structure in the prevention 
of the disease. She is presently looking at the role of propolis 
which they use to build their nest. Genge said that often 
stingless native bees nest in houses, in door frames, but they 
are perfectly harmless. 
 - Christine 

Nosema  
Beekeepers should monitor their hives closely in seasons 
when food is scarce and the colony is weak. Nosema 
apis is a microsporidian, a small, unicellular parasite 
recently reclassified as a fungus that mainly affects 
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Facebook 
updates 
(maintained by Ed and 
Pino) 
www.facebook.com/
macbeekeepers/ 

Look for… 

• Len Verrenkamp’s  
(president of ABA) 
tips for beginner 
beekeepers: new 
beekeepers learn 
best by doing… 

Keep the club’s Field 
Days on your calendar 

• Video links to 
Beginning Beekeeper 
courses eg 
harvesting honey, 
attaching foundation 
to a frame and more. 

• A video on an 
emerging leaf cutter 
bee (live!)
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honey bees. It causes nosemosis, also called 
nosema, which is the most common and 
widespread of adult honey bee diseases. It  
can cause queens to stop laying eggs. For 
more information on- How to prevent it? -How 
to treat it? Consult the  NSW DPI PRIMEFACT 
699; Also: page 54 of your Biosecurity Manual.  
- Reprinted from Newsletter, July 2017  

When should you clean and sterilise your 
beekeeping equipment? 
It is good practice to clean and sterilise 
beekeeping equipment: 

When you bring it in from the field for 
storage (e.g. at the end of the season) or 
before reuse;  
When your colonies have experienced infection or infestation;  
Before using/reusing spare or empty hives, especially any second hand  
items;  
When reusing any items which may have been associated with foulbrood infection;  
Whenever it is necessary to move items between colonies. Even apparently healthy 
colonies can harbour organisms that cause disease. The bacterium responsible for 
EFB and the spore forming bacterium that causes AFB can exist in a colony’s combs 
for long periods of time, remaining capable of developing disease. It is therefore 
important to maintain good standards of hygiene at all times, even when pests and 
pathogens are not obviously present in an apiary. Replace old brood combs with 
foundation or new drawn comb on a regular basis and burn or render old comb.  
Always clean hive tools between inspections with a solution of washing soda  
It is important to remember that it may not always be practical or safe to clean, 
disinfect and re-use beekeeping equipment once it has become contaminated, or is 
too old and/or damaged to withstand rigorous but necessary treatment.  
Methods for destruction are outlined in other sources. Your local Bee Inspector (Dept 
of Primary Industries) will help and advise you in respect of hives and colonies that 
have been infected with notifiable diseases AFB and EFB.  
Cleaning and disinfecting wooden hives  
Dismantle the hive, and if possible, place all it’s component parts into a large domestic 
chest freezer (-20°C) for at least 48 hours before cleaning. This will kill insect pests, 
such as wax moth. Then place parts onto sheets of cardboard or newspaper to catch 
any debris that becomes dislodged as you work. Begin by scraping the boxes as 
thoroughly as possible, using a paint scraper, hive tool or other suitable instrument, to 
remove any adhering wax comb or propolis lumps (Figure 2). Reprinted from:  
National Bee Unit  
APHA, National Agri-Food Innovation Campus  
Sand Hutton, York. YO41 1LZ 
NBU Web site: www.nationalbeeunit.com  
March 2017  
~ Christine
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Honey producers hand feeding during drought - Justin Huntsdale ABC News16th 
July. 
Honey producers in NSW are hand feeding their bees a sugar solution to save their 
hives. Beekeepers in the Southern Highlands have been particularly affected and 
believe this will have a direct impact on the quantity of honey produced. A beekeeper in 
Bowral (reported Justin Huntsdale from ABC), Deb McLaughlin,is focusing on keeping 
her bees alive, rather than on commercial sale of honey and she hasn’t been able to 
supply local chefs and restaurants in the area this season.Ms McLaughlin said that 
winter is a quiet time for bees; their colonies shrink to be able to be maintained. She 
said South Australia’s honey yield is also down as is NSW and possibly Brisbane and 
that this would mean a low supply of honey which equals an increase in prices. Over in 
Bundanoon beekeeper, Denis Garbutt has noticed that the situation over 25 years has 
deteriorated as the winters have warmed up - honey flow is down and gums aren’t 
flowering as often. ~Christine 

Apiary Goings on …Torsten & Ricarda 
Our Field Day … At 10am in the morning, it was still a bit cold, especially in the shade, so 
Torsten held a 1hour educational talk with additional questions and answers. It was highly 
interesting for everyone.
At 11am temperatures had gone up a bit and in the sun it was really hot. So Torsten decided to 
open the strongest hive at the Apiary to inspect and be a “hands-on” lesson for new members who 
need some practice handling bees. Everyone had a go in taking frames out without rolling the bees 
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or squashing them. The bees stayed nice and calm during the whole inspection and all the 
participants learned a lot and will be more confident handling the bees next Field Day!
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Meanwhile ….
Torsten has been busy sanding and painting the club bee boxes and lids that were 
assembled in the winter workshops at the Field Days. They still need another coat of 
paint, so they are nearly ready. He has been too busy at work to finish them in time. 
Maybe next winter we can include a painting boxes workshop? - Ricarda 
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Junior Beekeepers Page 
(Answers provided on page  10 - Don’t peek!) 
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Can you find the path for 
the bee?     
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Some Bee Humour … 
Q: Why did the drone bee beg to get married? 
A: Because he had found his honey! 

Q: What do you call a BEARS without EARS? 
A: B’s. 
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Q: What did the worker bee call the wasp? 
A: A Wanna-bee!  

Q: Who are bees favourite pop group? 
A: The Bee-Gees! 

Q: What hair style did the Drone bee ask for? 
A: A Buzz Cut 

Q: What do you call a bee who keeps dropping things? 
A: A fumble Bee!  

Q: What is another name for a Bee from America?  A: 
A USB! 

!  

!  
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Answers to Junior Beekeeper puzzles. 
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Meetings & Events  
Please check the calendar on the MBAI web site for event updates: 
www.macbeekeepers.asn.au 
Deadline for submissions for our next newsletter is Friday,4th October 
Submit articles or advertisement requests to Christine at: 
macarthur.editor@Beekeepers.asn.au 

 

 

September 2019 
13th - Newsletter 
published 
17th - 7:30pm Club 
Meeting 

October 2019 
6th - Field Day 10 am 
11th - Close for Newsletter 
articles 
12th – Tocul Field Day 
18th - Newsletter 
published 
21st - 7:30pm Club 
Meeting 

November 2019 
3rd - Field Day 10 am 
8th - Close for Newsletter  
15th - Newsletter 
published 
No Club Meeting 
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Club Honey 
Now available in 

500gm  
1 kg Tubs Contact 

Jessie on 
0409845625  

   CLASSIFIEDS and SPONSORSHIP

Club Shirts 
Contact Jessie or 

Michael at the next 
meeting 

With Name $65 
Without Name $60

Club Member Advertising:
Short line with phone nos. = Free
Size up to 60mm by 40mm (one per member)= 
Free

(Non member =$10/per month)
Renew ad each month. Provide artwork
macarthur.editor@Beekeepers.asn.au

http://www.macbeekeepers.asn.au/
mailto:macarthur.editor@Beekeepers.asn.au
mailto:macarthur.editor@Beekeepers.asn.au
mailto:macarthur.editor@Beekeepers.asn.au
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Thank you to our sponsors: 

For Sale 
Package Bees. 

$105 per package 

Telephone Luke, 0401 263 185  

or email 
beekeepinghoneyandnative@gmail.com  
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Club equipment for member use.
The following equipment is available for use 
by members:
2 frame manual extractor.
Electric uncapping knife
Cappings draining tray set.

Please contact Michael or Jessie via email 
treasurer@macbeekeepers.asn.au or 
secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au
 
Or Michael on 0429368353 or Jessie on 
0409845625.

All equipment must be returned in a clean 
condition ready for the next user. 

mailto:treasurer@macbeekeepers.asn.au
mailto:secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au
mailto:native@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@macbeekeepers.asn.au
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