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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Hello beekeepers. 

Thank you for my re-election it has been a 
privilege to have been president for the past year, 
and I'm looking forward to the next twelve 
months. 

Our last meeting was the AGM held at Richmond 
River High. I would like to thank Sandy our host 
for a great day. There was a large gathering and it 
was a glorious day, beekeepers filled the apiary as 
the three-donated hives were opened for a general 
inspection. Two hives were found to be queenless 
and were later requeened…..fingers crossed. 

Big thankyou to Paula and Noelene for preparing 
and setting up lunch, and everyone for their 
contributions. We greatly appreciate it when 
everyone brings a plate to share. 

The AGM was held after lunch with all positions 
retained but one. We are sorry to see our editor 
David step down and would like to say thank you 
for a job well done. We welcome Ruth who has 
volunteered to take on the Job and extend our 
thanks to her. 

 At our last committee meeting it was decided that 
segregation of members of different hive design's 
is unnecessary. We being beekeepers and bees 
being bees, does not change what needs to be 
learnt and done in a hive. Whatever hive style you 
use, the brood is the heart and most important 
part of beekeeping to learn about. We have 
members with a variety of hive design’s, and we 

are all here to help and learn from one another as a 
whole group. 

With that in mind Club Days as they are now 
known will start at 9:30-10:00 with morning tea, 
hive inspection/activity for the day at 10:30, and 
lunch at 12.00. 

Hope to see you all at Tabulam for our next Club 
Day.

 

 

Happy Beekeeping, Robert 



 

 

FROM THE HIVES-APRIL 

As reported last month, the apiary of 32 hives were 
moved to a site near Coraki where good honey 
flows have been experienced in the past from the 
broadleaf paper barks. The survey of beekeepers by 
Doug Somerville shows that this strong honey flow 
occurs on a regular basis with large amounts of 
nutritious pollen for breeding strong bees.  

Unlike the eucalypts, this tree produces these 
flows every year.  In fact, this tree and macadamias 
are important to most coastal beekeepers because 
they flower well nearly every year.  Last year 
however the tea tree flowering was poor. 

After moving, each hive had a sticky put on to 
make them three boxes high.  There has been a 
small flowering since then filling the top super and 
much of the sticky.  As a result, a box of honey has 
been removed using clearer boards from most 
hives (28), and another sticky put on.                    
At the same time, the brood was inspected for all 
hives, and all except one were queen right.  This 
hive was given a frame of brood with eggs from 
another hive to breed a queen.   

One of our club members has had an over-heating 
wipe out of a hive recently, and it reminded me of 
a time when I over-heated nearly my entire apiary!  
It is hard to be definite because of varying 
conditions, but in my experience with and open 
utility, having them shut up for four hours while 
moving is OK, and stationary overnight is no-no.  
The hives all have migratory lids with four vent 
holes.  Professionals years ago used gauze screens 
to replace the lids, but now all move their hives 
open to avoid such problems.  Another possible 
cause of disaster is moving hives on a trailer full of 
fresh nectar: - all the jiggling can shake the nectar 
out and smother the bees. 

Brian           

 

 

 

 

APRIL FLOWERING 

Last newsletter I forgot to mention Grey Box 
which was flowering at the time.  However, there 
is not much of it in the Club’s catchment 
area.  There is a small patch of it at Naughtons 
Gap, on the road between Casino and the Lismore 
Kyogle road.  Even this was not a complete 
budding. It is another of those that can yield 
heavily at times, but is also pollen deficient.  It 
does tend to grow in areas that include Spotted 
Gum which has excellent pollen.  So, if they are 
going together life can be sweet.   
  
Ti Tree, Paperbark, Melaleuca Quinquenervia, take 
your pick has been flowering.  On my recent 
pilgrimage to the Easter Show it was flowering all 
the way down, including in Sydney Town 
itself.  This general flowering at the same time has 
not been evident for many years.  As said before it 
has good pollen and sometimes yields heavily, but 
there is the problem of being episodic, exacerbated 
by the rainy season here.  
  
Yesterday, (I am writing at the beginning of the 
month), I noticed a few flowers on a Red Gum.  In 
the past May has been the earliest I have seen it 
flowering, which is when I expected it to start  
 

 
Flowering Red Gum 
 



 

 

performing this year.  It did so two seasons ago.  It 
is one of those trees that have an enormous range 
as to when it will set bud and flower.  In some 
years the first flowers might not appear until 
August (or later in higher country).  I was of the 
opinion that they were possibly two different 
species or subspecies.  Not so according to the 
botanists at the Sydney Botanical Gardens.   
There also appears to be a good general budding 
on the Grey Ironbark, which should more or less 
overlap in flowering ensuring good pollen with the 
deficient Grey Ironbark. 
  
Depending where you have your bees there may 
have been a large amount of pollen coming in from 
Ragweed.  The protein is so low that in mine and 
some other beekeeper’s opinion is detrimental for 
the bees; they work for no useful reward.  It’s a 
yellow and somewhat dusty pollen blamed for hay 
fever at this time of year.  It tends to be on road 
verges and in paddocks that were locked up at the 
appropriate or perhaps, inappropriate 
time.   When small, cattle will eat the plant, but if 
it gets a start its woody nature means it is ignored. 
  
Another tree with a mixed reputation is flowering 
at this time.  Most of you will only notice Flooded 
Gum from planted trees around the area.  It 
naturally grows in fairly wet places but well 
drained.  So often along creek banks in well -
watered areas.  It is a dominant species where I 
live.  Its yielded once in the forty years I have been 
here and I wished it hadn’t.  Although I got some 
honey the poor pollen knocked the bees 
about.  Strange to say, although unimportant in 
the scheme of things in Australia it is a major 
honey source in some South American countries 
where they are growing it for timber.   
  
Geoff Manning 
 
 
 

 

 

STERITECH 

There is a 10 -frame white wooden telescopic lid 
from the last trip waiting to be claimed.  

Members are aware that Andrew Ware takes our 
pallets to and from Steritech north of Brisbane, 
and we use his front yard to make up the pallets.  
He also takes honey in an assortment of containers 
including drums and IBC’s up to Capillano, Honey 
Downunder, and others in Brisbane, and returns 
the empties, all at very competitive rates.  He gives 
us a great service, and members will find that he is 
cheaper than the competition.  Get a quote!   

Mobile: 0419 155 869 

EMAIL: andrewwarecarrier@bigpond.com. 

Brian 

THE BUZZ FROM THE ABA 
  
Membership fees are being reduced by 25% each 
quarter.  
  
"Usually the ABA membership and the optional 
insurance prices are reduced on 1 July, however 
this year we have negotiated a quarterly pro rata 
arrangement with our insurers. As we do not make 
any profit on insurance fees, we pass these savings 
directly to our members, which enables us to 
reduce the fees by 25% on 1 April, 1 July and 1 
October." 
 
 
April is sugar shake month! 

SUGAR SHAKE MONTH is an initiative of the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries and is 
actively supported by the ABA. The aim is to 
encourage beekeepers to check for varroa with a 
sugar shake test at each apiary site. The 
Beekeeping Code of Practice requires an exotic 
mite inspection in each apiary site at least twice 
each season. Therefore the sugar shake test is now 
an essential beekeeping skill. 

Information will be emailed to all members and 
posted on the ABA website before the end of 
March. It will provide details and links about sugar 
shaking and varroa. 

  



 

 

Membership Cards are now printed each month, 
if you haven’t got yours attend a club day and pick 
yours up. 

  

Photographs of Bees, Hives and Products  are 
needed for the 2018 C.P.C Branch Report and 
photo competition (competition theme is Busy as 
Bees) Entries are to be sent to Sue Carney at 
editor@beekeepers.asn.au no later than 5pm on 
May 1st 

  

LEARN BEEKEEPING COURSE 

The first of two courses for this year will start on 

16th June 2018 at the home of Brian and Josephine 
Window in Lismore.  Those wishing to attend 
should contact Brian 
Window brianwindow@internode.on.netor Tony 
Lamont tdlamont@bigpond.com for a brochure 
explaining about the course and how to 
register.  Brian will be away for much of May 

 

NEW EQUIPMENT 

Stephen and Janet Fowler have fresh supplies of 
frames and foundation available now and carry 
stocks of most common beekeeping equipment, as 
well as pots and jars for honey sales. Orders will not 
be able to be picked up at the next club meeting but 
can be collected from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville (in 
the Russellton Industrial Estate). Call Stephen  
(0418 412 621) before turning up to make sure 
someone is there.  

HIVES AND NUCLEI 

Please contact Stephen Fowler if you are able to 
supply hives and nuclei to other club members. 

 

 

 

FACEBOOK 

The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3718014365997
63/ 

The group is a place for sharing information about 
the activities of the NRABA and for information on 
beekeeping in general. 

 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO DATE 

NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 
website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check 
their contact details. Click on the drop-down menu 
at the top right of the homepage to sign in. 

 

NEXT MEETING - SUNDAY 29TH APRIL 

The next meeting will be held at Peter Laughton’s 
home. 

Location: 11610 Clarence Way Tabulum 

Time: 9.30-10.00 

Transport: Personal transport. 

Directions: From Lismore get onto the Bruxner 
Highway B60 all the way till a slight left into 
Clarence Way. Just over an hour from Lismore. 

Bee meeting signage will be in place.  

Parking:  

Activities: How to make and package honeycomb. 

What to bring:  

• Either a morning tea item or a salad. 
• Raffle items are always appreciated 
• $5 per head for morning tea/lunch 
• Beekeeping protective equipment 
• Chairs 
• Shade/sun protection 

 

 

                        HIVES FOR SALE 

Guy Small has 70 -10 frame Hives with 2 Manley 
Supers per hive for sale and some honey on them. 

$330.00 each 

For more details contact Guy on 0407901556 


