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A warm welcome to ALL new members! 
 

Get Well Ross! 

We are saddened to hear that our Stores Officer, 
Ross Easton, has been unwell of late.  We 
sincerely wish Ross a speedy recovery and hope 
that we see his smiling face in the Shop very 
soon. 

Our best wishes are with you Ross, please get 
better and come back to us soon!  

In Ross’ absence, and until further notice, for 
all shop enquiries please contact Lod Poretta 
porretta@live.com.au or Gary Chrisoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/  

President:  Peter Clarke    peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com   
Secretary:  Robyn Alderton   parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com   
Treasurer:  John Douglas   bermaci@accsoft.com.au  
Shop: Ross Easton  reaston@tpg.com.au  

Newsletter Deadline to submit material – 20th of each month 
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Beekeeping Registration Requirements 

Reminder:  “Any person who keeps bees (one or more 
hives) in NSW must be registered as a beekeeper in 
accordance with the Apiaries Act 1985 and the Apiaries 
Regulation 2013.  Follow the link to view the Apiaries Act and 
go to Part 3 Registration of beekeepers. 
Source:  http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-
us/legislation/list/apiaries accessed 4 January 2017. 

 
 
 

‘Bee’ warned – penalties can apply! 

June Club Event – Honey – could it be the sweet 
solution to the superbug crisis? 
Dr Shona Blair is a microbiologist who has been 
investigating the medicinal properties of honey for over 15 
years. Throughout her research career Shona has been 
involved in projects looking at many aspects of the 
medicinal properties of honey. She’s conducted studies of 
its antimicrobial activity against antibiotic-resistant germs, 
its wound healing properties and a survey of hundreds of 
Australian honeys for antimicrobial activity. Shona is also 
involved in studying the effects of honey on human gut 
health, as well as another project looking for more sources 
for medically active Australian honey. 

Shona has engaged with the Australian honey industry since her student days, and she 
has actively worked to raise awareness of the importance of honey bees and beekeeping. 
In 2013 she joined the Executive Council of the NSW Apiarists’ Association Inc. and in this 
volunteer role she works with commercial beekeepers to help tackle some of the issues 
they face. Shona currently works at the University of Technology Sydney, as the Manager 
of the ithree institute (an infectious diseases research institute). 

Honey has a long medicinal history. The ancient Egyptians not only made offerings of 
honey to their gods, they also used it as an embalming fluid and a dressing for 
wounds. 

Today, many people swarm to honey for its antibacterial and anti-inflammatory 
properties. Holistic practitioners consider it one of nature's best all-around remedies. 

Up until 50 years ago, honey was considered a medicine, but the advent of 
antibiotics pushed it off the shelves. Now, however, the sweet stuff is hitting our 
pharmacies again.  

Please join me in welcoming Shona to our June Meeting. 

Seniors:  You are entitled to a 
discount on your honeybee 

registration 
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May Club Event – The Beevangelist - Summary 

At the May meeting Doug Purdie entertained us on the trials and 
tribulations of starting out in beekeeping.  He also gave us an 
insight into the development of his rooftop beekeeping business.   

If you missed the event then you missed an entertaining 
presentation.  Feedback from members and guests was very 
positive. 

Thank you very much, Doug. 

Autumn / Winter hive management  
What is an entrance reducer? 

An entrance reducer is a solid piece of wood or other material with a section notched out 
to form a doorway. It's usually used in the winter or with new colonies that need extra help 
protecting themselves from intruders. 

What is the purpose of an entrance reducer?  

Entrance reducers can be used for different things at 
different times of the year. Entrance reducers are most 
commonly used in Autumn when forage becomes 

limited and bee traffic 
slows down. It is also 
important to seal up any 
other holes in the boxes 
around this time of the 
year to prevent robbing 
or access for pests.  

Beekeepers will decrease the size of hive entrances to 
limit the space that the bees have to protect. They also 
change the temperature and ventilation unless using 
screen bottom boards. Reducers can keep unwanted pest 
like mice out of the colonies while the bees are clustered 
for winter. If you are using the standard wooden cleat 
reducer with two notches, you should put the notch facing 
upward toward the hive body (pictured right). This in theory 

prevents the notch from being covered by accumulating dead bees from the cluster. When 
checking stores in the winter it is good practice to clean dead bees out of the entrance.  

Entrance reducers (refer to photographs above) are not just for autumn and winter; the 
size of the entrance should always be adjusted to the strength of the hive. The entrance 
should be just big enough to avoid a traffic jam during the peak of the day. In the summer, 
a strong hive needs a large entrance to accommodate the large number of bees coming 
and going. A new package, a new split or a hive weakened for some other reason should 
always have a smaller entrance.  
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Even strong hives need a smaller entrance during the winter, as there is much less traffic. 
The first reason for making the entrance just big enough is that the entire width of the 
entrance must be guarded. The larger the entrance, the more bees must be assigned to 
guard it, taking them away from more productive jobs in the hive.  

An unguarded entrance is an open invitation to robbing by neighbour bees. The second 
reason for reducing the entrance is to discourage mice and other pests from taking up 
residence in the hive during the coldest months - hence sometimes reducers are referred 
to as "mouse guards." Wooden entrance reducers available from bee equipment suppliers 
have three or four configurations, to allow for different size entrances as needed.  

The same effect can be achieved by proper sizes of scrap wood. A hive with a front feeder 
should usually have a small entrance as these feeders are especially attractive to robbers. 

More about Ventilation 

The biggest threat to a beehive is not cold, or pests, or starvation. The biggest threat is 
moisture. Ventilation is crucial, and it is even more important in the winter than in the 
summer. Humidity is high in the hive due to nectar or syrup being evaporated, as well as 
all that bee respiration. As the temperature falls at night, that moisture condenses on the 
inner cover, forming drops which can actually rain into the hive.  

Moisture chills the bees and more importantly the queen and the bees cannot do anything 
about it. Even hives with a screened bottom board need upper ventilation because warm 
moist air rises to the top of the hive.  

Be sure your hives have an upper ventilation crack or hole to let water vapour escape. 
However, an upper hole larger than a bee is a bad idea when a feeder is on the hive, as it 
allows robber bees to enter. Close up the holes if you have a top feeder in place. 

Exchanging the Brood Boxes 

During the winter or early spring the cluster of bees may move from the bottom hive body 
to the upper body or super, following the food supply and finding it easier to keep warm up 
there. Once the queen is in the upper story she does not like to go back down.  

Even when the population starts to increase and there is no more room to lay in the upper 
body she does not like to go down to lay in the lower body, especially if it is still cool at 
night. Thus the bees think they are crowded even if they have empty space below.  

To give them more room, just switch the positions of the two boxes (doesn't matter if they 
are both full size, half size or different sizes). Try to orient all the frames and boxes the 
same way they were, front/back and side/side.  The queen had them the way she liked 
them.  

Think of the brood nest as spherical across the middle frames in the middle of the colony. 
The nest can span the tops of the bottom-box frames and the bottoms of the top-box 
frames.  In this situation if you reverse the boxes the brood nest will now be at the top of 
the top box and the bottom of the bottom box, with unoccupied space in between.  The 
bees may not be able to stretch far enough to keep all this brood warm and some of it may 
chill and die.  So reverse the boxes if you are pretty sure the bees have all moved upstairs, 
and not if the brood is split across the two stories. 

Source:  https://goo.gl/6MMeo5, accessed 30 May 2017  
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Ten important things EVERY beekeeper should know 
and do 

We are an extremely fortunate club to have amongst our members with a wealth of 
knowledge and beekeeping expertise.  The following article features expert advice 
from Arthur Garske and Sheryl McIntosh.   

Arthur: 

1. Condition of the Hive 

What is the condition of the hive in relation to nutrition, namely amount of nectar and 
pollen freely gathered, thus ensuring the food that is needed to raise brood is available 
in the quantities needed to keep the hive progressive and strong. 

2. Keeping the hive strong 

Keeping the hive strong is needed in today’s climate of small hive beetle.  The bees 
can control the influx of hive beetle if the hive is strong.  Weak hives = hive beetle 
takeover and ultimate loss of hive. 

3. Regular Checks 

Strong hives need regular checks to be able to read the bees upcoming signs of 
overcrowding and congestion which leads to ideal conditions for swarming. 

4. Swarm Control 

Swarm control is important in a suburban situation as there is nothing more off-putting 
for your immediate neighbours than to have your bees swarming into their backyards. 

5. Strategies to Avoid Swarming 

What action to take. One method is the movement of sealed brood from the brood 
chamber into another box on top, and then the unsealed brood left in the brood 
chamber is broken up with frames of foundation interleaved between them.  This 
creates unnatural conditions in the hive making the bees forget about swarming whilst 
they recreate the natural hive conditions. 

Remember hives work on 3/8” or 6 mm bee space with no spaces between brood.   

Another method is to take off bees and brood and create another hive. 

There are many and varied methods that can be used to control swarming and are 
dependent on the conditions within the hive and externally. 

6. When to Add or Reduce Boxes 

This is influenced by what the beekeeper reads when looking at the brood in the brood 
nest and what is seen going on in the immediate environment. 
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7. Flowering and When 

Knowing what flowers and when is really important. Are the bees gathering thick nectar 
for storage for lean times, or, are they gathering thin nectar to use it in brood 
production? 

8. Re-queening 

Knowing when to re-queen can only be evaluated by looking at the amount of brood in 
the brood box and also its pattern and amount of brood and also by looking at the 
queen.  Also look at the queen for signs of wear and tear. 

9. Hive Management 

Part of hive management is the movement of older brood combs to the outer sides of 
the brood box and then up into the next box for eventual removal.  Finally, out of the 
hive and into a solar wax melter.  Old black brood combs are a source of bee diseases. 

10. Checking for Bee Brood Diseases 

Finally, continue checking brood for the first signs of disease. 

• American Brood Disease 

• European Brood Disease 

• Chalk Brood 

• Sac Brood 

The first two diseases are notifiable and samples must be taken and sent to Macarthur 
Institute at Camden to have the correct disease diagnosed.  Also the DPI authorities 
must be notified, this is compulsory and beekeepers can be fined if they do not 
comply.   

Chalk brood does not require a sample but notification to the DPI is a must. 

 

Sheryl: 

Every time you open your hive you are looking for the first 3 things. 

1. How to tell if the Queen is present 

You don’t have to sight the Queen to be sure that she is present. 

However it is a good idea when the hive is small to find the queen every time you open 
the hive. If you train your eye to look for her different colouring she will be easy to find 
in the future. 

Look across the brood combs and if you find eggs and very young larva you know that 
the Queen is very much alive. You can tell by an even brood pattern whether she is 
doing a good job or not. A failing Queen will miss a lot of cells when laying eggs. 
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2. Be aware of diseases.  

It is very important to detect diseases in the hive. A lot of rubbish and dead larva 
outside the hive can indicate disease within. Perforated cappings on cells and 
yellowing larva are also signs of disease. 

3. Are there adequate stores of honey and pollen? 

Honey is found on brood combs in a semi- circle above the brood cells and pollen is 
usually stored between the honey and brood. Pollen can be different colours depending 
on its source.   

In spring stores may be low if not enough food was left in the hive for over winter.  If 
stores are low in Autumn there is a good chance the bees will run out of food before 
spring comes unless there are sources of honey and pollen nearby that will be 
available through winter. 

4. Be aware of the plants flowering around the hives 

If there is plenty in flower and bees are returning with pollen in their baskets, conditions 
are good. Be aware of flowers in the area and what nutritional value there is in the 
nectar and pollen of each. 

5. Be aware of the effects of using smoke on the bees 

Only a minimal amount of smoke is necessary to subdue bees. Too much smoke can 
have the reverse effect. It can disrupt nectar gathering and totally disorient them. When 
you see a line of eyes along the top of the frame looking at you, it is a good time to give 
them a gentle puff. If lots of bees have taken to the air smoking them will not subdue 
them. It is time to close up and try again another day. 

6. The number of boxes to leave on hives over winter  

Bees cluster in a ball shape to keep warm in winter. If there is too much honey or too 
many empty boxes and frames left on the hive as the temperature falls it becomes 
increasingly harder for the bees to keep the space warm. They also eat more honey in 
the attempt. Two boxes are enough space for the bees for winter. 

7. How to make good use of Queen excluders 

Queen excluders are excellent for keeping the Queen and brood away from honey 
combs that will be extracted but they should not be left on hives in winter. The bees will 
cluster around honey to warm it to eat it and if the cluster moves above the excluder 
the Queen will be left behind and die.    

8. Remove honey from hives without exposing combs 

Honey combs removed for extracting should be put into a bee proof container to be 
taken away to extract. If left exposed they can incite a riot of robbing in the apiary. It is 
also a good idea to extract in a bee proof room. 
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9. Requeen the hives regularly  

It is essential to requeen hives at least every 2 years. As a Queen gets older the 
amount of pheromone that is circulated throughout the hive is reduced. The result is 
that the bees become cranky. The amount of eggs she lays is reduced as well. This 
means that there will be fewer bees to collect nectar and they will be difficult to work. 

10. When you should get help.  

If opening a hive that is overflowing with cranky bees becomes a daunting task don’t 
procrastinate. GET HELP. Attending Field Days where experienced beekeepers handle 
the bees can increase your confidence. The last thing you want is a hive of stinging 
bees in your backyard. Worse still, for other beekeepers, is a neglected diseased hive 
that continually infects other hives. 

2017 Quick Reference to key position holder’s contacts 
Following is a ‘Quick Reference’ of position holders that you may need to contact 
throughout the year.  Please always bear in mind that all position holders are volunteers 
and they too have a personal life and family commitments.  

Position Position 
Holder Contact Details 

President Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com  

Vice President Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Secretary Robyn Alderton parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com 

Treasurer / Membership Officer Paul Campbell paul.email2007@gmail.com 

Stores Officer Ross Easton reaston@tpg.com.au 

Apiary Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 

Extraction Officer Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Show Organiser  Sandy Harrison milo.rob@bigpond.com 

New Member Liaison Officer Ashlee Ralla ashlee_ralla@yahoo.com.au 

New Member Colony Supply 
Officer Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com 

Librarian Bill Dick wdi57088@bigpond.net.au 

Extractor Custodian Officer 1  
(Lalor Park) Bernie Gesling bgesling@yahoo.com 

Extractor Custodian Officer 2 
(Beecroft) Keith Robinson keithrob@tpg.com.au 

Extractor Custodian Officer 3  
(Castle Hill) Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Education Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 
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St Ives Show – Summary 
What are all these photographs about, you may ask.  Read on and you will see what all 
the fuss is about!  

By:  Sandy Harrison 
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The St Ives Show was held on the weekend of the 20 and 21 May 2017.  The Show stand 
set up and preparation for honey judging was undertaken on Friday morning, 19 May 
2017. 

The weather was wet and overcast Friday and early Saturday but improved Saturday 
afternoon.  All day Sunday was perfect. As a result of the weather the visitors, to the stand, 
were slow Saturday morning but improved as the day progressed and was busy in bursts 
all day Sunday. 

Preparation for the show was by Peter Clarke, Lod Porretta and Sandy Harrison.  Which 
included: pick up of display cabinets, club honey for sale, members honey for judging and 
boxes of show items used each year.  Items were packed into Lod’s ute and Sandy’s car. 

The set up Friday started at 9.30 am, Lod, Peter and Sandy were joined by Norm Webb, 
Arthur Stephens, Cindy Budai and John Steffas.  With Paul Hoskinson and Vince 
Schnyder from the Northern Beaches Club (Parramatta’s guests).  Having the experience 
of Cindy and John was essential for the set-up of the stand and allowed other club 
members to concentrate on the listing of entries for the judging.  These entries came from 
our club as well as local beekeepers on the North Shore. As Northern Beaches was only a 
new club none came from them but next year should see their members with entries.  The 
entries were checked in and added to the system ready for the judging at 8 am Saturday.  
Friday set up was completed by 12.30 pm. 

Saturday start was 7.30 am for the judging with our judge Norm Webb.  There were 55 
entries in the 9 Judging categories available at the St Ives Show: 

1.  Liquid honey light  
2. Liquid honey medium 
3.  Liquid honey dark 
4.  Creamed honey  
5.  Candied honey 
6.  Comb honey 1 frame any depth 
7.  Beeswax block 
8. Dry Mead 
9.  Sweet Mead 

Candle Making  

The candle making was very popular once again.  Children and families were very 
interested in learning about the lives of our bees, their work in the community and the 
threat to their existence. It was an excellent lead into honey sales sending families to try 
and buy their favourite tasting honey. Many thanks to those who assisted on this part of 
the stand as 177 candles, @ $2.00 each were sent home to families in Sydney. This was 
an increase on last year. 
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Honey Sales  

The honey sales were brisk with the total sales at $3,368 - a few dollars down on last year 
however candle sales were up. The club earned from honey sales, candle making and 
members sales fees $1208.10, and a $1.30 donation. The members rostered all arrived 
and many gave more of their time than first suggested. In addition five members from the 
Northern Beaches Club also assisted with candle making and honey sales. To all those 
who helped set up and manage the stand we say a big thank you and hope you enjoyed it 
as much as we did.  

St Ives Show Highlights 

The public response to our stand was excellent with an opportunity to ask questions and 
provide them with some education on honey bees, candle making and honey tasting / 
sales.  We will take the opportunity to attend next year's Show, 18 to 20 May 2018.  This 
year was the first year the Show committee has given awards for Stand presentation and 
we were happy to gain Third place for our stand - but aim for a higher award next year. 

We have a good relationship with the show organiser and paid the entry fees for judging to 
the Show, as required.  We will attend at least one of their meetings to put forward our 
suggestions for next year. We again thank the Northern Beaches Club for their assistance 
with candle making, honey sales and handing out ABA brochures to interested members 
of the public.  

Again thank you to ALL helpers for your assistance and suggestions. 

Thank you to those who supplied the great photographs.  Editor 

Club Library Update 
Your club continues to provide you with the 
opportunity to learn through the purchase of new 
and current resources.  These resources are 
made available to all members through the club 
library. 

The following publications are now in the library 
and available for loan.  If you are interested in 
borrowing these or any other club resources in 
the library, please see Bill Dick on meeting 
nights.   

Summary: 

Australian Native Bees:  A guide to observing 
and keeping Australia’s broad range of native 
bees. 

Healthy Bee4s:  An indispensable guide to identifying and treating the common pests and 
diseases of honey bees. 

Honey:  A complete guide to extracting honey to maximise quality, focussing on 
commercial processing. 
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Fascinating facts about bees! 
This Spotlight is specifically for the ‘new-bees’, however the experienced amongst us 
might enjoy a refresher on the basics.  
No other insect has served the needs of man like the honeybee. For centuries, 
beekeepers have raised honeybees, harvesting the sweet honey they produce and relying 
on them to pollinate crops. Honeybees pollinate an estimated one-third of all the food 
crops we consume. Here are 10 facts about honeybees you might not know. 
1.  Honeybees can fly at speeds of up to 15 miles per hour  
That might seem fast, but in the bug world, it's actually rather slow. 
Honeybees are built for short trips from flower to flower, not for long distance travel. Their 
tiny wings must flap about 12,000 times per minute just to keep their pollen-laden bodies 
aloft for the flight home. 
2.  A honeybee colony can contain up to 60,000 bees at its peak 
It takes a lot of bees to get all the work done. Nurse bees care for the young, while the 
queen's attendant workers bathe and feed her. Guard bees stand watch at the door. 
Construction workers build the beeswax foundation in which the queen lays eggs and the 
workers store honey. Undertakers carry the dead from the hive. Foragers must bring back 
enough pollen and nectar to feed the entire community. 
3.  A single honeybee worker produces about 1/12th of a teaspoon of honey in 

her lifetime 
For honeybees, there's power in numbers. From spring to autumn, the worker bees must 
produce about 30 kgs of honey to sustain the entire colony during the winter. It takes tens 
of thousands of workers to get the job done. 
4.  A queen honeybee stores a lifetime supply of sperm 
The queen bee can live 3-4 years, but her biological clock ticks a lot faster than you might 
think. 
Just a week after emerging from her queen cell, the new queen flies from the hive to mate. 
If she doesn't do so within 20 days, it's too late; she loses her ability to mate. If successful, 
however, she never needs to mate again. She holds the sperm in her spermatheca and 
uses it to fertilize eggs throughout her life. 
5.  The queen honeybee lays up to 1,500 eggs per day, and may lay up to 1 

million in her lifetime 
Just 48 hours after mating, the queen begins her lifelong task of laying eggs. So prolific an 
egg layer is she, she can produce her own body weight in eggs in a single day. In fact, she 
has no time for any other chores, so attendant workers take care of all her grooming and 
feeding. 
6.  The honeybee uses the most complex symbolic language of any animal on 

earth, outside of the primate family 
Honeybees pack a million neurons into a brain that measures a mere cubic mm, and they 
use every one of them. Worker bees must perform different roles throughout their lives. 
Foragers must find flowers, determine their value as a food source, navigate back home, 
and share detailed information about their finds with other foragers. Karl von Frisch 
received the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1973 for cracking the language code of honeybees 
– the waggle dance. 
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7.  Drones, the only male honeybees, die immediately after mating 
Male honeybees serve only one purpose: they provide sperm to the queen. About a week 
after emerging from their cells, the drones are ready to mate. Once they've fulfilled that 
purpose, they die. 
8.  Honeybees maintain a constant temperature of about 93º F within the hive 

year-round 
As temperatures fall, the bees form a tight group within their hive to stay warm. Honeybee 
workers cluster around the queen, insulating her from the outside cold. In summer, the 
workers fan the air within the hive with their wings, keeping the queen and brood from 
overheating. You can hear the hum of all those wings beating inside the hive from several 
feet away. 
9.  Honeybees produce beeswax from special glands on their abdomens 
The youngest worker bees make the beeswax, from which workers construct the 
honeycomb. Eight paired glands on the underside of the abdomen produce wax droplets, 
which harden into flakes when exposed to air. The workers must work the wax flakes in 
their mouths to soften them into a workable construction material. 
10.  An industrious worker bee may visit 2,000 flowers per day 
She can't carry pollen from that many flowers at once, so she'll visit 50-100 flowers before 
heading home. All day long, she repeats these round trip flights to forage, which puts a lot 
of wear and tear on her body. A hardworking forager may live just 5 weeks. 
Source:  https://goo.gl/uB2u88 accessed 30 May 2017 

Beekeeper Training Available 
By Robyn Alderton 

The Club continues to provide new beekeepers with the opportunity to learn all they can 
about beekeeping through Beginning in Bees Workshops.  These Workshops are run by 
our very experienced Arthur Garske for a nominal fee. 
Following is a list of training courses on offer: 

• Bee box assembly 
• Lid and bottom board making 
• Frame making 
• Hive opening  
To express your interest in any of the courses listed above contact Arthur on:  
awgarske@gmail.com  Training is run by volunteers, therefore courses will not be run until 
minimum numbers are reached.  Maximum number accepted is10.   
There is a small fee which covers ancillary costs; the course fee MUST be paid in 
advance. 
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Club Shop 
The Club Shop is open for business prior to each meeting 
(opening at 7.00 pm).   

Members are encouraged to email their orders to Ross in 
advance.  This process will save you time and you won’t have to 
stand in a queue.  All you have to do is pick up your pre-paid 
items on the evening of the meeting.   

Reminder:  If you choose to wait in a queue, please wait in a line 
outside so Shop staff can move more freely within the Shop and 
serve Members more efficiently.   

Email your order to Ross reaston@tpg.com.au in advance and pick it up at the Meeting. 

ABA Fees 2017  
Members should refer to emails sent through the ABA 
for the 2017 Fee structure.  If you have misplaced that 
email, go to:   
 

www.beekeepers.asn.au 

 
 
and scroll down to ‘How to join the ABA’ (image at right) 
 
 
To join the Parramatta Branch of the ABA, fees are as 
follows: 

Compulsory ABA capitation 
fee  

 
 

to 
which 
can be 
added 

Optional personal insurance policy for 
beekeeping activities 

“early bird 
special” 

2017 
fee 

Jan-Dec 

2017 
fee 

Jan-Jun 

number 
of hives 

“early 
bird 

special” 

2017 fee 
Jan-Dec 

2017 
fee 

Jan-Jun 

$45.00 $50.00 $25.00 1 to 20 $45.00 $50.00 $25.00 

1 to 50 $65.00 $70.00 $35.00 

1 to 100 $80.00 $85.00 $42.50 
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What’s in store for 2017?  

 

Note:   Details correct at the time of despatch however are subject to change 

Please email your Newsletter enquiries to:   parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com

 
Disclaimer – ABA Parramatta Branch and contributors to this Newsletter disclaim all responsibility for any 

losses that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material mentioned in the Newsletter of the 

“Parramatta Branch of the “Amateur Beekeepers Association. The opinions expressed by the contributors to 

the Newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, Parramatta Branch Committee or the Amateur 

Beekeepers Association.  

 

 

14 June 2017 
7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting (followed by a light 
supper) 
Feature:  Medicinal Honey by Dr Shona Blair 

18 June 2017 8.30 Prepare for next season - paint and build 

21 June 2017 6.00 pm Parramatta Executive Meeting at Carlingford Bowling 
Club 

12 July 2017 Christmas in July Meeting - Location  

16 July 2017 8.30 am Prepare for next season - paint and build 

9 August 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting (followed by a light 
supper) 

13 August 2017 8.30 am Prepare for new season - Swarms 

13 September 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting (followed by a light 
supper) 

11 October 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting (followed by a light 
supper) 

15 October 2017 8.30 am Apiary check  

8 November 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting (followed by a light 
supper) 

13 December 2017 Christmas Club (and Family) BBQ 
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