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A warm welcome to ALL new members! 
 

Club Auction 
Prior to the September Meeting an Auction 
will be held selling pre-loved beekeeping gear 
belonging to your club. Largely the auction will 
consist of slow moving items from the store 
and excess to requirement, equipment from 
the shed and the two loan extractors (and 
associated) equipment.   

Refer over the page for the complete list of 
Auction items.  

If you would like to review the items before the 
auction please be at the Extraction shed by 6.40 pm.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/  

President:  Peter Clarke    peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com   
Secretary:  Robyn Alderton   parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com   
Treasurer:  Paul Campbell    paul.email2007@gmail.com 

Newsletter Deadline to submit material – 20th of each month 

mailto:peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com
mailto:parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com
mailto:paul.email2007@gmail.com
http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/


 

Items on Auction include: 

• 2-frame Penders extractors x 2 
• Uncapping boxes x 2 
• Plastic lids - 8 frame x 3 
• Ideal 8 frame box with 4 frames x1 
• Ideal 8 frame boxes with frames x 6 
• Ideal 8 frame boxes no frames x 8 
• Migratory lids - wood -8 frame x 3 
• Escape board (vents) x 10 
• Escape board x 2 
• Bottom Board - metal sheet - 10 frame x 4 
• Bottom Board - metal sheet - 8 frame x 8 
• Bottom board - 8 frame x 1 
• Plastic queen excluders x 3 
• WSP bee box partial two sides one end 
• Hive box spring clips - x 10 
• Drone trap - 10 Frame x 1 
• Drone trap - 8 Frame x 2 
• Pollen trap boxes x 2 
• Queen cells (many) 
• Queen rearing frames x 10 
• Swarm collecting vacuum and box 
• Korean jungle bee suit jacket and pants x 8 
• Korean jungle bee suit jackets x 3 
• Manual uncapping knife x 2 
• Steam uncapping knife x 2 
• Die-Ya- Bastards beetle trap 5 packets (of 5 approximately) 
• Wiring Board complete  
• Wiring board not complete  
• Electric embedder  
• Embedding boards x 2 
• Wax melting heater and frypan kit 
• Bee wax moulds and wick - x 10 
• Stainless steel tray x 1 
• Specimen jars for disease collection 
• Packets Diatomaceous Earth x 7 
• 3-frame display cabinet x 2  
• Embedder bits and bobs which will be given away with each purchase  

 

“Bee” there to check it out first hand, and don’t miss out on a good buy!  Auction starts at 
7.00 pm and will conclude at 7.25 pm ready for a 7.30 pm meeting start. 
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New Biosecurity Act of 2016  
The new Biosecurity Act of 2016 is in place and 
our registration and obligations as beekeepers 
have changed. 

The August / September of the ABA Journal "The 
Amateur Beekeeper" 
(pages 2 to 6 
included important 
information and is a 
"must read" for all 
recreational 
beekeepers.  

There is no excuse 
for not knowing the 
new rules." 

With the new Act 
comes new responsibilities including a General Biosecurity Duty of Care. 

September Event – Making Championship Meads with 
Michael Syme 
Michael is a keen bee keeper on the Northern Beaches and has at last count about 15 
hives. Being a keen beekeeper he has also become a keen mead maker and this year was 
awarded First and Second place at the St Ives show in the sweet mead section.  

The interesting thing about the Meads that Michael entered was they were only started in 
mid January and judged in mid May. Conventional wisdom has 
always been that Mead needs to age between 1 and up to 5 
years before it is drinkable.  

Michael at our September meeting will go through the process of 
making Mead as well as explain his technique and the modern 
methods that he uses to produce easy to drink mead, without 
having to wait years. Or you can store it away and age it like a 
good wine.   

He is also the Vice president of the North Shore Bee Keepers 
Association and chairs the NSBKA regular monthly Mead 
appreciation group. He prefers a sweet - high alcohol mead 
(called Sack), and likes to drink it around the camp fire and solve 
all the world’s problems. 

So, come to the September meeting, hear Michael’s pearls of wisdom and you may even 
be lucky enough to have the opportunity to taste test Michael’s winning Mead. 
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August Club Event – Swarm Capture 
By Norm Webb 

When responding to a phone call about a swarm there are several 
important details which must be ascertained. 

In some cases the caller is not sure if they have bees - the most 
common error is usually a reference to paper wasps which 
produce cells similar to honey bees but have very small numbers. 
There can also be some confusion about European wasps which 
are a brighter yellow and are usually in the ground, but can also 
take up residence in wall cavities. 

Having established that they are bees, it is 
important to determine that they are a genuine 
swarm or if they have made their home in a 
hollow tree trunk, a wall cavity, compost bin, 
letter box or some other concealed location. 

The next step is to determine the height and size 
of the swarm. Some may remember my article 
about “double the height and halve the size”. A 
swarm described as two metres up a tree can be 
up to four metres upon arrival, and instead of 
being the size of two footballs; it is in fact, only 
one. 

Make sure the swarm is actually on the property 
of the caller - not next door or on the footpath 
over the road or in the park down the street. 
Ascertain whether someone will be home, the 
side gate is not locked and ask about pets and 
children. 

Explain that your box will need to be there until 
the bees settle, and that you will be back after 
dark for collection. 

The type of equipment which I always take 
includes - a rectangular bucket, a round bucket, a 
paint scraper, a brush, an ice cream container, a 
four frame box, an eight frame box, a set of steps, 
a bee suit, a pruning saw, secateurs, a torch and 
a headlamp. 

For your information.  Here is an 
interesting swarm call out.  What 
do you think one swarm or 
multiple? 
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Feature – Winter Honey Flows (White Box) 
By:  Norm Webb 

Sheryl McIntosh has for many years been able to take advantage of winter honey flows in 
the Capertee Valley where White Box (Eucalyptus Albens) is widely distributed. Until last 
winter, my exposure to such flows has been very 
limited. This situation changed when my son 
(Ashley) displayed an interest in beekeeping which 
had been dormant for many years. As a 
consequence, I transported a few hives to his 
small property located at Duri which is in the 
Tamworth District. 

White Box begins flowering in April and can extend 
right through until November. We observed flowers 
in May and this lasted until October with some 
trees flowering heavily whilst others remained 
flowerless. The honey produced is light in colour, 
very viscous, pleasantly flavoured and with the 
unfortunate characteristic of granulating readily. 
Alan Clemson (Honey and Pollen Flora) is correct when he stated that bees may be 
adversely affected when working it. We found that some of the hives were weakened 
coming into spring and there seemed to be problems with bees drifting from the weaker 
colonies into the stronger hives. There was also clear evidence of chalkbrood at the 
entrance of some hives. 

We are now looking forward to the summer season in the hope that Yellow Box 
(Eucalyptus Melliodora) will flower profusely this 
season which generally occurs between 
September and February. Unlike White Box, it 
does not granulate readily and according to 
Clemson, is “the State’s best honey in terms of 
quantity of honey produced and quality of honey.” 

All of the above was typed last year, and I am 
happy to say that this season provided an 
excellent flowering of white box throughout the 
Tamworth District. In fact, we were in a position to 
extract the hives in June, as well as in August. 
This is an unusual situation for me as I have 
always avoided extracting honey in winter and early spring. 

The very mild and dry winter seems to have in the bees favour in terms of maximising their 
ability to work the blossom on clear, sunny days. A number of commercial beekeepers 
have also been taking advantage of these conditions. 
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Feature – Spring / Summer Hive Management 
By Arthur Garske   

The way hives kick off in spring 
depends on the temperature, both 
days and nights. 

Do not be tempted to open hives too 
early in spring as brood and bees 
can become chilled and die. 

Before you open a hive, you should:   

• Observe bees in flight, observe 
how many are bringing in pollen 
and how much. 

• Feel the weight of the hive by 
back lifting the hive from the 
back.  If the hive feels ‘light’, 
stimulate by feeding, ie, 1 part sugar to 2 parts of water.  Feed warm and do not give 
large amounts.  Syrup that is not eaten quickly can start to ferment and alcohol kills 
bees. 

Photographs (clockwise from top):    
flowering white box, apis melifera 
feeding on white box flower, an 
abundance of white box growing and 
white box seed pods (how the white box 
get its name). 
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After a couple of weeks of warm weather, both days and nights:  

• Inspect hives in the middle of the day 

• Look at the brood, observe the number of eggs, pattern of laying, larvae and sealed 
brood 

• Look for signs of disease – EFB, AFB, Chalk brood, Sac brood, Nosema and spring 
dwindle 

• Available food supplies 

Now is time to FIND and CLIP and MARK the queens, if required. 

Depending on brood and conditions 

• How much pollen 

• How much available nectar, shake frames to determine 

• How many bees, if necessary add additional super, lifting up frame of sealed brood.  
Put drawn comb into space left vacant. 

Look at the bees EVERY 3 WEEKS, unless wanting to breed queens.  Eliminate drone 
comb by removal.  In its place put worker drawn comb.  The drone cells on the bottom bar 
of frames should be scraped with the hive tool.  Bees will clean them out.  The queen will 
lay again but as it takes 25 days for drones to hatch, and providing you are looking every 
three weeks you just go through the same process again and again. 

REMEMBER THE CAUSES OF SWARMING ARE: 

• Congestion of brood nest.  DRONES help do this. 

• Insufficient room for queens to lay in 

• Plentiful supply of pollen and thin stimulative nectar.  Remember 1 part sugar, 2 parts 
water to stimulate feed hives 

• Old queens 

• Queens bred – or swarms gathered at swarming time (this genetic trait is bred in 
them) 

As the season moves into late spring or earlier, depending on weather conditions, the 
signs to look for indicating bees preparing to swarm are: 

• Queen cups (drawn out of face of combs) 

• Congestion of brood nest 

• Lack of amounts of eggs 

• More larvae 

• Sealed brood 

• Maybe eggs in queen cups 
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PLAN OF ACTION 

• Expand brood nest 

• Remove all sealed brood frames.  In their place spread out the other frames and 
interleave frames of foundation so you have brood, foundation, brood ….. 

• Place the new super containing the brood frames that have been taken out and 
repeat the same brood, foundation, brood process in that box.  Then add a super of 
foundation on top of that box. 

As a result conditions of ABNORMALITY have been created in the hive; and the bees that 
were thinking of swarming have to repair after this interference. 

1. A hive works internally on a BEE SPACE and this has the backs of the bees on one 
comb just touching the backs of the bees on the next comb.  As new foundation has 
been placed in the hive this cannot occur and therefore the bees draw the foundation 
out to get the required bee space. 

2. Also in the BROOD CHAMBER there cannot be gaps in the brood as this is unnatural 
and as such the bees feed the queen lavishly on Royal Jelly and her abdomen swells 
and she commences to lay up all those frames of foundation that you interleaved 
between the brood. 

So as you can see the whole hive has to work to get their hive back into shape again and 
there is no time to think about swarming and queens in full lay cannot swarm.  In a couple 
of weeks look at the brood again, as well as the condition of the hive, and if the bees are 
preparing to swarm repeat the process all over again. 

If you have any weaker hives you can take frames of brood and bees and add them to 
weaker hives to make them stronger. 

If, on the next inspection, the bees are still making preparation to swarm create an artificial 
swarm by taking a whole box of brood and bees and moving this to a new place with a 
new bottom board and lid and in its place put a new box with frames of foundation and 
move up brood frames and do the interleaving process again. 

TRY NOT TO TAKE THE QUEEN 

However, if the queen cannot be found, look at both hives in the next two days and you will 
know which hive has the queen in it as the other one will have drawn cells. 

Once, a honey flow is found or the main honey flow has commenced then the bees will 
forget about swarming, the bees will get down to 
gathering. 

If that extra hive is not wanted, and if the new 
queen that the bees have made and her progeny 
is quiet and easy to work then kill the original 
queen and UNITE the two.  To do this use a 
couple of sheets of newspaper with a couple of 
sharp knife splits or cuts in it resulting in a super 
honey gathering hive. 
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LATE SPRING TO EARLY SUMMER 

This is the time to start extracting.  It depends on 

• The honey flows and what is to follow 

• How much honey taken 

This is the time to get good drawn combs by interleaving foundation between the stickies 
which have been put back on the bees. 

Are you swarm ready? 
Swarm season will be soon upon us.  
Those new to beekeeping, are you swarm ready?   
Follow the quick checklist below: 
1. Have you had some TRAINING in basic bee handling?   
2. Is your HARDWARE ready?  bases, boxes, frames and foundation, lids.    
3. Do you have some form of SHB management organised?   
4. Do you have your GEAR, ie, bee suit and jacket, smoker,  

hive tool and brush?   
5. Do you have a suitable LOCATION to place your hive?   
6. Do you have a MENTOR?  
You must be ‘bee ready’ before you can participate in the Club’s swarm program. 
Come and see us at the August meeting and we will help you get on your way. 

Reminder to all members:  The swarm service is for NEW beekeepers only, 
and not for EXPERIENCED beekeepers wishing to expand their apiary. 

Beekeeper Training Available 
By Robyn Alderton 

The Club continues to provide new beekeepers with the opportunity to learn all they can about 
beekeeping through Beginning in Bees Workshops.  These Workshops are run by our very 
experienced Arthur Garske for a nominal fee. 

Following is a list of training courses on offer: 

• Bee box assembly 
• Lid and bottom board making 
• Frame making 
• Hive opening  

To express your interest in any of the courses listed above contact Arthur on:  
awgarske@gmail.com  Training is run by volunteers, therefore courses will not be run until 
minimum numbers are reached.  Maximum number accepted is10.   

There is a small fee which covers ancillary costs; the course fee MUST be paid in advance. 
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Feature – How to Get Fat Honeycomb 
By:  Gary Christoffel 

Fatter honeycomb equates to a greater store of honey on fewer combs and makes it is easier for 
the beekeeper to process honey. How do you manage that?  Read on to learn how to do it.  

Firstly, have the bees draw out the comb in your full supers. For example, use 10 frames in a 10 
frame box or if you use 8 frame equipment, use 8 frames in your 8 frame super.  

Secondly, AFTER you uncap your first batch of honey from those frames, simply remove one 
frame per super and evenly space out the remaining 9 frames in your 10 frame box (7 frames in an 
8 frame set up). This allows the bees extra space to build deeper honeycomb cells. The NEXT 
TIME you uncap these combs, you should find beautiful fat honeycomb cells that hold more honey 
and you will have fewer frames to process !  It is magical! 

CAUTION: do not attempt to have the bees draw out these magical fatter combs without the first 
step of drawing out the comb in a normal super configuration. 

The trick is to have the bees build your fat honeycomb using their last drawn out comb as the 
foundation for the new fatter honeycomb cells. 

It takes two “drawing out” of the honeycombs to make this happen. Trying to skip the first step can 
lead to extra burr comb and crazy constructions.  

Many manufacturers make 9 frame spacing equipment.  See your local beekeeping supply centre 
for assistance. Very cool! 

Article supplied by the “Pierce Uncapping Knife Speed King” Pierce-Mieras Manufacturing Inc., 
Fullerton CA USA. 

Wanted!  
A request from the Editor:  We have built a shed on our farm 
and we’re currently collecting farm related old wares for 
decoration and conversations pieces.   

I am including a ‘beekeeping’ nook therefore I am after 
inexpensive vintage type beekeeping related paraphernalia.  So 
far, I have either been gifted / purchased items, such as, Penders 
extractor, Penders honey tank, smokers, mead jars and honey jars 

Do you have any old stuff laying around?  Do you have old bee 
boxes that could be used as shelving for my beekeeping 
paraphernalia?  Items do not need to be in working order as they 
will purely be on display. 

If you think you can help me out, please contact me direct, 
Robyn Alderton on 0419 442 701. 
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2017 Quick Reference to key position holder’s contacts 
Following is a ‘Quick Reference’ of position holders that you may need to contact 
throughout the year.  Please always bear in mind that all position holders are volunteers 
and they too have a personal life and family commitments.  

Position Position 
Holder Contact Details 

President Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com  

Vice President Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Secretary Robyn Alderton parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com 

Treasurer / Membership Officer Paul Campbell paul.email2007@gmail.com 

Stores Officer 
Lod Poretta 

Gary Christoffel 

porretta@live.com.au 

gmchristoffel@gmail.com  

Apiary Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 

Extraction Officer Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Show Organiser  Sandy Harrison milo.rob@bigpond.com 

New Member Liaison Officer Ashlee Ralla ashlee_ralla@yahoo.com.au 

New Member Colony Supply Officer Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com 

Librarian Bill Dick wdi57088@bigpond.net.au 

Extractor Custodian Officer 1  
(Lalor Park) Bernie Gesling bgesling@yahoo.com 

Extractor Custodian Officer 2 
(Beecroft) Keith Robinson keithrob@tpg.com.au 

Extractor Custodian Officer 3  
(Castle Hill) Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Education Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 

Club Shop 
The Club Shop is open for business prior to each meeting, opening 
at 7.00 pm.   

Shop space is very limited, please queue outside the shop and await 
your turn to be served.   

Your patience is appreciated.  

In Ross’ absence, and until further notice, for all shop enquiries please contact:  
Lod Poretta porretta@live.com.au or Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com   
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Future events - 2017 

 

Future events - 2018 

 

Note:   Details correct at the time of despatch however are subject to change 

Please email your Newsletter enquiries to:   parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com

 

Disclaimer – ABA Parramatta Branch and contributors to this Newsletter disclaim all responsibility for any 
losses that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material mentioned in the Newsletter of the 
“Parramatta Branch of the “Amateur Beekeepers Association. The opinions expressed by the contributors to 
the Newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, Parramatta Branch Committee or the Amateur 
Beekeepers Association.  

 

13 September 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  
 Guest Speaker:   Making Championship Meads  

with Michael Syme 
 General meeting will be followed by a light supper  

20 September 2017 6.00 pm Parramatta Executive Meeting at Carlingford Bowling 
Club 

11 October 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting   
Guest Speaker:  Simon Williams – DHA levels in Leptospermum 
General meeting will be followed by a light supper 

15 October 2017 8.30 am Apiary check  

8 November 2017 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting   
Guest Speaker:  TBA 
General meeting will be followed by a light supper 

13 December 2017 Christmas Club (and Family) BBQ 

18, 19, 20 May 2018 St Ives Show 

18, 19, 20 May 2018 
ABA Conference, AGM and Col Pulling Competition at 
Diggers @ The Entrance (further details will be published 
shortly followed by tickets sales) 

17, 18, 19 May 2019 St Ives Show 
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