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A warm welcome to ALL new members! 
 

Be a responsible beekeeper and thoroughly check 
your brood boxes at least twice per year for signs of 

disease and AFB! 
 

Club loan equipment – Procedure  
A Procedure has been developed to provide you with relevant information when loaning 
Club equipment.  The Procedure covers:  Responsibilities, Club kit contents, Additional 
items you will require, Considerations, Extractor set up, Honey extraction, Clean up, Loan 
equipment Agreement, Borrower details.  For a complete copy of the Procedure, refer to 
the following link:  https://goo.gl/ErS5qU  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/  

President:  Peter Clarke    peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com  
Secretary:  Robyn Alderton   parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com   
Treasurer:  Paul Campbell    paul.email2007@gmail.com 

Newsletter Deadline to submit material – 20th of each month 

mailto:peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com
mailto:parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com
mailto:paul.email2007@gmail.com
http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/
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February meeting feature - Beekeeping in Uganda - 
Summary 
Beekeeping in Uganda with Simon Turner from Malaika Honey was the Feature for the 
February meeting. Simon’s focus was about his experience working with a remote tribe 
called the Ik in the far north eastern Ugandan mountains. 

For further information about Simon’s work, click on the following link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqvycRIAWK4 

Membership cards – process clarification 
The data for Membership cards is directly sourced from PaySubs and generally no 
modifications are made excepting in exceptional cases where lower and upper case errors 
may be adjusted.  

If you have an issue with the detail on your Membership card, firstly you should check and 
correct your details on PaySubs so that the details is correct for the production of 2019 
Membership cards.  

The DPI Registration is sourced from the relevant field in PaySubs.  

Where the field is blank or you have typed in values like "n/a", "not yet", "don't know", 
"tbd", etc, the cards will be printed with DPI Registration not supplied.  

As this is only on the back of the card, it has minimal impact and we strongly recommend 
all members to update their records and provide their DPI Registration (hive brand), eg, 
NS416 not the BK-000000 number as this will change at the next renewal).  Make this 
amendment now so the correct DPI Registration will be reflected for the 2019 Membership 
cards. 

Parramatta Branch AGM – Wednesday, 14 March 2017  
There is no doubt that YOUR Club continues to grow and improve due to a dedicated 
Committee of old and new, experienced and not so experienced Members, however, they 
all have one common theme and that is ENTHUSIASM!  New Committee Members bring 
new ideas and new ideas will help ensure the Club’s sustainability. 

Now is the time to be a part of the Club either on the Committee or the Executive 
Committee.   

How do you do that?   Well, you come to the Annual General Meeting on 14 March and 
nominate for a position.  Positions are to be finalised however the list below is indicative. 
Do not assume current Committee Members will be re-standing for 2018 as some are not 
able to continue due to personal commitments. 

I guarantee, you will have the opportunity to learn new skills, share and improve your 
current skills and as a bonus you will have FUN doing it with a Team of other enthusiastic 
and dedicated people. 
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What is the function of the Executive Committee? 

The Executive Committee is responsible for considering recommendations and making 
key decisions about the operation of the club. Its decisions will be ratified by the majority 
vote of the committee members present, minuted, and advised to the club members at a 
following club meeting. While members have individual responsibilities for their own areas 
they have a collective responsibility for the implementation of decisions and maintenance 
of an equitable work load across the committee. 

Following is a list of indicative Committee Positions that will be available at the AGM: 

1. President 
2. Vice President  
3. Secretary 
4. Treasurer 
5. Membership Officer 
6. Stores Officer 
7. Apiary Manager 
8. Apiary Assistant and Extraction Manager 
9. Guest Speaker Organiser 
10. Show Organiser 
11. Catering Officer 
12. Education Officer 
13. Public Officer 
14. Colony Supply Team Manager 
15. New Member Colony Supply Person 
16. Librarian 
17. Extractor custodians  
18. Club Contact Person 
19. ABA Help Desk Person 
 
 
 

Don’t ever question the value of volunteers 
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Abandoned Hives and American Foul Brood Disease  
By:  Bill Dick 

American Foul Brood Disease (AFB) month has come and gone, but the chance of the 
disease infecting your hive is still with us. 
A friend and neighbour of mine is a beekeeper. He runs a very tidy operation and has 
been using Biosecurity practices before the word was ever invented. 
In May 2014 one of his hives became infected with AFB. Just to make sure he sent off a 
sample to Menangle. The sample was tested, and my friend’s suspicions were confirmed. 
The test for AFB is done free of charge. 
He dutifully destroyed the infected bees, burnt the frames and had the boxes sterilised at 
Steritec. 
He said at the time he thought there must be a feral hive around somewhere with AFB. 
In November 2014 another one of his hives became infected with AFB. Once again, he 
followed the correct procedure and destroyed the bee colony. 
He then started to look around for other beekeeping neighbours in the street. 
There was a lady who lived in his street with a few hives, with no bees. Her story was the 
small hive beetle had wiped out her bees. 
Just to make sure my friend made a deal. A bucket of honey for what was left of her bee 
hives. He burnt some of the frames and had the remaining frames and boxes sterilised. 
About the same time a new neighbour, who knows nothing about bees found an empty 
bee box in his shed and decided to get himself a colony of bees. Unfortunately, his bees 
became infected with AFB. You can never be too sure, but I suspect the AFB in the new 
neighbour’s hive came from the box he found in his shed. 
AFB takes a long time to say goodbye and can hang around in old equipment for a long 
time. Some say 30 years, some say 50 years. Take your pick just leave it to the experts to 
argue about that. 
The new neighbour sought advice, destroyed the colony and disposed of the bee box. 
Since then my friend has had no more AFB in his hive, but over the past four years he has 
spoken a few times about his brush with AFB and was not at ease where it came from. 
You can imagine his frustration. 
Then came a breakthrough, from a source you would not think of. 
My wife knits, spins, does patchwork and craft and belongs to the RFS catering team. 
Other activities include luncheons with other likewise ladies, who indulge in similar 
activities. In August 2017 my wife was at a luncheon and was chatting to an old friend who 
lives in the next street up from my beekeeper friend and in a direct line with his beehives 
and well within bee flying distance. Out of the blue the lady said; “Bill keeps bees, do you 
think he would be interested in removing some bee hives and bee boxes from my place?” 
The owner of the bee hives and bee boxes had died, and the family had asked for the 
boxes to be removed.  
“Of course, Bill can do that,” my dear wife replied. 
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I was pointed in the general direction of the beehives and headed off downhill to a clump 
of trees. There amongst the trees were the remains of three beehives long since 
abandoned. 
I brought the boxes home, set up a 44-gallon drum and burnt the lot. 
That was not the end of it. There were some more empty bee-boxes that I had not yet 
seen behind a shed a bit further down the paddock. 
The following weekend I returned. Sure enough there were bee boxes alright, all in various 
stages of decay. There were about 90 all up, with lids, bottom boards, rusted bee 
excluders and rusted Emlocks in a tub of water.  
What a Waste!  
Inside the shed there were about 25 nucleus boxes, and the makings of at least another 
25, all of which had been treated with copper naphthenate, waiting to be painted. 
Alongside the nucleus boxes was a stack of masonite all cut to size.  
I thought I might be able to salvage the nucleus boxes until I had a closer look. Termites 
love soft wood and had been happily eating their way through most of the boxes. The 
masonite had a termite nest in the middle of the stack and the termites were still eating. 
Just to make sure I was doing the right thing and could not be accused of thieving 
someone else’s property I checked the registration number on the boxes with the DPI. 
The registration had long been cancelled and just to make double sure I asked for a letter 
from the owner of the property giving me permission to remove all the bee equipment. 
It took me about 5 weeks to bring the lot home and burn most of it. I set up another two 
44-gallon drums and burnt well into October.  
The ashes have yet to be buried. 
The lids had galvanised capping, which was removed. I lost count of the number of black 
ants’ nests that were under the galvanised caps. Since then there have been black ants in 
the house. My laptop computer stopped working, so I took it to a computer expert to be 
repaired. The next day I had a phone call to say the computer was full of black ants, all 
running around with little bits of information from the hard drive and because there was no 
way to tell which ant was which, the best advice was to buy a new computer. 
I have set up a honey trap just outside the house and for the time being, the ants are 
preoccupied with the honey and mostly staying out of the house and out of my new 
computer. 
My beekeeping friend is now more relaxed, but has this to say; “If circumstances beyond 
your control prevent you from looking after your beehives then don’t leave them to fend for 
themselves, make sure the family or a friend can make arrangements to find someone 
else, who can look after them.” 
 

Thank you, Bill, for another informative and very 
entertaining story - Editor 
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Club shop  
The Club Shop is open for business prior to each meeting, opening 
at 7.00 pm.   

Shop space is very limited, please queue outside the shop and await 
your turn to be served.   

Your patience is appreciated.  

In Ross’ absence, and until further notice, for all shop enquiries please contact:  
Lod Poretta porretta@live.com.au or Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com   

Biosecurity Act of 2016  
The Biosecurity Act of 2016 is in place. With the new Act comes new responsibilities 
including a General Biosecurity Duty of Care. 

There is no excuse for not knowing the new rules." 

Responsible beekeeping  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Fees  
By now members should have received an email from the ABA which included a link to 
click on to pay your 2018 fees.   
You will note that the fees for membership and insurance have actually reduced!  
Reminder:   Members are encouraged to be responsible for organising their own 

payments however if after exhausting all avenues, you experience problems 
renewing your membership then contact the Treasurer (Paul Campbell) or 
Membership Officer (Ashlee Ralla) for assistance. 

RESPONSIBLE BEEKEEPING! 

Please note, you may think you are helping the bees 
secure honey stores more readily by leaving out your 

extracting / beekeeping equipment for the bees to clean 
up.  However this is an irresponsible method and 

encourages robber bees.   
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Swarm ready? 
Swarm season is largely over  

However, those early birds new to beekeeping could start thinking about what they need to 
do to be swarm ready for Spring 2018.    

Follow the quick checklist below: 

1. Have you had some TRAINING in basic bee handling?   

2. Is your HARDWARE ready?  bases, boxes, frames and foundation, lids.    

3. Do you have some form of SHB management organised?   

4. Do you have your GEAR, ie, bee suit and jacket, smoker,  
hive tool and brush?   

5. Do you have a suitable LOCATION to place your hive?   

6. Do you have a MENTOR?  

You must be ‘bee ready’ before you can participate in the Club’s swarm program. 

Come and see us at a monthly meeting meeting and we will help you get on your way. 

Reminder to all members:  The swarm service is for NEW beekeepers only, and not 
for EXPERIENCED beekeepers wishing to expand their apiary. 

Beekeeper training  
By:  Arthur Garske, Education Officer 

The Club continues to provide new beekeepers with the opportunity to learn all they can 
about beekeeping through Beginning in Bees Workshops.  These Workshops are run by 
our very experienced Arthur Garske for a nominal fee. 

Following is a list of training courses on offer: 

• Bee box assembly 

• Lid and bottom board making 

• Frame making 

• Hive opening  

To express your interest in any of the courses listed above contact Arthur on:  
awgarske@gmail.com  Training is run by volunteers, therefore courses will not be run until 
minimum numbers are reached.  Maximum number accepted is10.   

There is a small fee which covers ancillary costs; the course fee MUST be paid in 
advance. 
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Training – what does it involve? 
By coming to one of Arthur’s ‘training’ workshops, you don’t just learn a new skill, you also 
have a great opportunity to network with others and you have a whole lot of fun. 

Don’t know what to expect?  Review below for a sneak peak ……… 

 

 

 

The frame assembly course includes: 

• step by step instructions on how to assemble 
a good quality frame  

• fixing taut wire and  
• embedding wax foundation. 

 

 

The bee box assembly course consists of 
step by step instructions on how to 
assemble a good quality bee box that, with 
care, will last for years and includes: 

• Information on the range of boxes and 
their particular applications 

• How to assemble a (Langstroth) bee 
box 

• What to look out for in the construction 
phase before actual assembly 

• How to put the box together without 
splitting (namely what size nails) 

• Where it is advisable to pre drill if a split 
does occur  

• How to stop the continuation of a split 
• The use of preservatives to prolong the 

life of your bee boxes 

General tips and ‘tricks of the trade’ gained 
over years of box construction and 
beekeeping! 
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Current key position holder contacts until 14-3-2018 
Following is a ‘Quick Reference’ of position holders that you may need to contact 
throughout the year.  Please always bear in mind that all position holders are volunteers 
and they too have a personal life and family commitments.  

Position Position 
Holder Contact Details 

President Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com  

Vice President Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Secretary Robyn Alderton parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com 

Treasurer / Membership Officer Paul Campbell paul.email2007@gmail.com 

Stores Officer 
Lod Poretta 

Gary Christoffel 

porretta@live.com.au 

gmchristoffel@gmail.com  

Apiary Officer Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com  

Extraction Officer Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Show Organiser  Sandy Harrison milo.rob@bigpond.com 

New Member Liaison Officer Ashlee Ralla ashlee_ralla@yahoo.com.au 

New Member Colony Supply Officer Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com 

Librarian Bill Dick wdi57088@bigpond.net.au 

Extractor Custodian Officer 1  
(Lalor Park) Bernie Gesling bgesling@yahoo.com 

Extractor Custodian Officer 2 
(Beecroft) Keith Robinson 9869-8743 or 0427 611 795 

Extractor Custodian Officer 3  
(Castle Hill) Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Education Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 
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Calendar - 2018 

Date Event 

14 March 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  
Annual General Meeting 

11 April 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting   
Feature:  Wintering Bees with Sheryl McIntosh 

9 May 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  -  Feature:  TBA 
18, 19, 20 May 2018 St Ives Show 

18, 19, 20 May 2018 ABA Conference, AGM and Col Pulling Competition at Diggers @ The 
Entrance (further details TBA) 

13 June 2018 
7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting   
Feature:  The Role of the ABA in Protecting Honey Production in Australia 
with Bruce White 

11 July 2018 
No Meeting  
Event:  Christmas in July 

8 August 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  -  Feature:  TBA 
12 September 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  -  Feature:  TBA 

10 October 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  -  Feature:  TBA 
14 November 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  -  Feature:  TBA 

12 December 2018 
No Meeting  
Event:  Christmas Member (and Family) BBQ 

 

Calendar - 2019 
 

17, 18, 19 May 2019 St Ives Show 
 

Note:  Details correct at the time of despatch however subject to change 

Please email your Newsletter enquiries to:   parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com
Disclaimer – ABA Parramatta Branch and contributors to this Newsletter disclaim all responsibility for any losses that may be 
attributed to the use or misuse of any material mentioned in the Newsletter of the “Parramatta Branch of the “Amateur Beekeepers 
Association. The opinions expressed by the contributors to the Newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, Parramatta 
Branch Committee or the Amateur Beekeepers Association.  
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