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A warm welcome to ALL new members! 
 

November Meeting Feature – First Aid (including how to 
use an Epi pen) 

 

Beginning in Bees training  
The Club continues to provide new beekeepers with the opportunity to learn all they can 
about beekeeping through Beginning in Bees Workshops.  Beginning in Bees is a 2-day 
weekend workshop.   The next course, the third for 2018 is scheduled to run on 
1 and 2 December 2018.  

To express an interest in a 2019 Beginning in Bees Workshop, please email Arthur at 
awgarske@gmail.com   

Training is run by volunteers, therefore courses will not run until minimum numbers are 
reached.  Maximum number accepted is10.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/  

President:  Geoff Peoples  e:  peoples2@optusnet.com.au   
Secretary:  Bernie Gesling  e:  parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au   
Treasurer:  Andrew Bardsley  e:  bardsley2004@gmail.com 
Newsletter: Robyn Alderton e:   

Newsletter Deadline to submit material – 20th of each month 

mailto:peoples2@optusnet.com.au
mailto:parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
mailto:bardsley2004@gmail.com
http://www.beekeepers.asn.au/
https://goo.gl/i4q87x
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/


Parramatta City’s Foundation Day Celebration, Sunday, 
4 November 2018 
By:  Robyn Alderton 

The Parramatta Foundation 
Day provides an opportunity to 
reflect on the history of 
Parramatta. It is an annual 
celebration of Parramatta’s 
foundation which occurred on 
2 November 1788. After the 
penal colony was founded at 
Sydney Cove in January 1788, 
Governor Arthur Phillip 
organised exploring 
expeditions up the Parramatta 
River. When more fertile land 
near the head of the river was 
found, he decided to set up a 
second settlement. On 2 November 1788, a site was selected at the Crescent, in what is 
now Parramatta Park. 
This year, the Foundation Day will engage in the history of Parramatta and celebrate 
Parramatta’s birthday with a family event in the North Parramatta historic precinct on 
Sunday, 4 November, between 11.00 am and 5.00 pm. 
Parramatta branch of the ABA will participate in the Foundation Day celebrations by 
providing the following: 

• Beekeeping education 

• Honey products and beekeeping gear display 

• Honey tasting 

• Sale of member honey and member honey products** 

• Candle making 

• Display of beekeeping gear 

• Children photo opportunities ‘dress up as a beekeeper’ 
 

Date: Sunday, 4 November 2018 
Time: 11.00 am – 5.00 pm 
Venue: Heritage Precinct, Fleet Street, North Parramatta  
Contact: Robyn Alderton 0401 897 730  
   (e)  Parramatta.biosecurity@beekeepers.asn.au 

 
Sounds like a fun day – support your club and come and say hi! 

For more information about the whole event, visit: 
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/events/foundation-day 
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December Feature – Brazilian Barbecue  
As is the Club’s custom, there will not be a December Meeting, however, breaking away 
from custom and as a result of a very successful Pizza Night in July we will get together 
and celebrate Christmas with a Brazilian Barbecue 
and toast a prosperous honey flow for all!  

In the past, members were asked to contribute food items to 
the even however this year you are required to pay 
$10.00 per person and the Club will make up the 
balance. 

The Brazilian Barbecue will include a choice of 2 meats, 
vegetarian options, salads, bread rolls and desserts. 

A warm welcome is extended to Members and their family.  

The Club will also be providing Lucky Door Prizes however you will have to be there at the 
time of the draw.  

Date: Wednesday, 12 December 2018, commencing at 6.00 pm 

 

Cost: $10.00 per person (paid in advance)   

 To be included, payment must be made by Monday, 
3 December 2018.  Payment is your RSVP 

Payment Details: BSB:  062-223 

 Account Number:  2800 1887 

 Account Name:   The Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW, 
Parramatta District Branch 

 Payment Identification:  please include in the payment 

 reference YOUR NAME and the word BBQ 

RSVP: by 14 November 2018 (meeting night) 

Venue: The BBQ area at JRAHS 

Contact: Sandy Harrison  (e)  parramatta.events@beekeepers.asn.au  

Get into the Christmas spirit and come along wearing a ‘bit of 
Christmas’. 

The Christmas event has always been an outstanding success,  

if you are coming along to join us ‘YOU MUST RSVP’ by 14 November 

November 2018 Newsletter 3 of 9 Newsletter prepared by Robyn Alderton 

mailto:parramatta.events@beekeepers.asn.au


Parramatta club t-shirts and caps 
  

By POPULAR demand, your 
Executive have researched the 

feasibility of organising affordable 
club shirts and caps 

If you are one of the many 
interested members, come to the 
November meeting knowing your 
size and see what is available for 

purchase 

Note:   the design above is for advertising purposes only 
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Flower Power Event 2018 

By:  Sandy Harrison 

It was the first event at Flower Power Glenhaven on the weekend of 13 and 
14 October 2018.  Flower Power was active in advertising to their customers who were 
excited at having us there. 

The area we were given was excellent giving us an outside area to discuss beekeeping 
and have our beekeeping equipment on display.  The under-cover area was our display 
and sales area.  The combination of the two worked well with the Flower Power staff 
continually announcing our presence during the two days. 

The weather was not as kind to us with the numbers down on prediction.  With a mixture of 
showers, sun and cloud and the last weekend of school holidays we may have been 
competing with other events. 

The lower numbers of customers did not dampen their enthusiasm and we had times of 
lulls with many times of rush to keep out 29 club volunteers busy. Some of the customer’s 
comments include ‘is this their house’ when looking at a hive on display.  ‘Where is the 
Flow Hive’ lots of comments on this type of beekeeping.  It was good we had plenty of 
members to discuss all forms of beekeeping.  Requests for swam collection one in Albury? 
There was one swarm collection undertaken by a member and another collection of their 
own swarm during the event.   Third von informed his bees had swarmed into his 
neighbour’s yard. Plenty of interest in our next education day showing us we need more 
into the summer. Hence we expect more enquiries regarding membership. 

Candle making remained popular with the kids making approximately 55 candles that were 
sent home as a reminder of bees and beekeeping and their visit to our Flower Power 
Event. 

The show would not be a success without the hard work of the 29 volunteers that gave of 
their time to manage the stand over the set up and two days of the show.  A big thank you 
to all. 
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Flower Power was very happy with our event and we are looking forward to repeating this 
event in the future. 

Due to the time of year, a smaller number, than usual, of apiary products were submitted 
for judging.  There was no fall in the quality and thank you to Arthur Garske for judging the 
event. 

Total number of entrants was 30 with the following numbers in each class.   

1. Liquid Honey, Very Light - 3 x  500gm jars 
(0-15 Pfund) - 3 

10.  Beeswax – Dipped Candles – Natural 
Colour – less than 3cm diameter- x 2 
Candles - 1 

2.  Liquid Honey, Light - 3 x 500gm jars (16-34 
Pfund) - 4 

11.  Beeswax – Moulds – Natural Colour – 2 
Moulds  - 3 

3.  Liquid Honey, Medium - 3 x 500gm jars 
(35-59 Pfund) - 4 

12.  Pollen – Cleaned and dried – 1 x 500gm 
jar - 0 

4.  Liquid Honey, Dark - 3 x 500 gm  jars (60-
120 Pfund) - 3 

13.  Comb Honey – Built in hive – I Ideal 
frame - Displayed in sealed case - 0 

5. Natural Granulation Honey (Candied) - 3 x 
500gm  jars - 4 

14.  Comb Honey – Built in hive – 1 x Full 
Depth Langstroth frame - Displayed in 
sealed case - 0 

6.  Creamed honey -  3 x 500gm jars - 3 15.  Sweet Mead – 2 x 750ml unlabeled 
bottles - 0 

7.  Liquid Chunk Honey – with comb, same 
source - 3 x 500gm jars - 0 

16.  Dry Mead – 2 x 750ml unlabeled bottles 
- 0 

8.  Beeswax - Natural Colour, 1 Block not less 
than 500g - 4 

17.  Cut Comb - 0 

9.  Beeswax - Candles – Natural Colour, 
Moulded x 2 Candles - 1 

 

Each Category was awarded first, second and third 
Best in show overall:  Lod Porretta 
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Hive collection at Rosehill Railway Station 

By:  Adrian Tan 

In early August, the club was contacted by the Maintenance Manager of Rosehill Railway 
Station requesting help to remove a well established bee hive. 
Armed with earlier collection experience of two swarms, club members KC Lee, Ho and 
Adrian Tan volunteered to remove the nest. In fact, they were very excited to be able to 
contribute to the community and improve their experience along the way.  
Packed with their arsenal of protective suits, a few 8-frame boxes, netted lid, rope, 
em-lock, pruning saw, secateurs, torch, hive tools and smoker, they were ready! 
Upon seeing the trio, the Maintenance Manager greeted them and told them that the bees 
had called this hive home for more than 3 years.  The presence of the hive had suspended 
plans to lay cables over the railway as the hive was just beneath the chosen spot.  
To comply with railway safety, the trio were asked to add a hi viz vest to their attire. Adding 
the hi viz vest made them look like a cross between beekeepers and the local handy man. 
Looking very striking in hi viz orange vest and white bee suit. 
It was around 5.00 pm and around 20 deg C when the trio were pointed in the direction of 
the nest.  After walking about 50 m they came across the huge hive which was hanging on 
a tree branch beside the railway track. The visibility was good at the time with sufficient 
sun setting light. Bees were seen carrying out normal activities - not knowing that they 
would soon experience a life changing moment where their home would be relocated to 
over 10 km away. 
The trio quickly arranged all the tools and necessities on the ground a few metres from the 
nest; surveyed the surroundings; assessed the risk factors and determined mitigation 
actions.  While they were doing this, the Maintenance Manger stayed in the distance to 
ensure no passengers came near the area.  
It was a huge hive, built over a few years, and was over a metre in length – it actually 
touched the ground. The trio were in awe of the amazing effort by the bees to build such a 
beautiful piece of art which resembled a star fruit with a few layered walls edged out nicely. 
The trio decided that given the shape and size of the nest and with limited time before 
dark, the best option was to put the whole nest into the prepared box without disturbing the 
bees too much.  Then at a more suitable time they would pull apart the comb and attach 
the pieces to frames with rubber bands.   
They assembled a bottom board, two empty boxes and a netted lid on top as one 
complete set, tried the rope and locking mechanism to make sure it all worked well before 
removing the nest. 
The trio then worked on the tree by carefully pruning and clearing the area of branches 
and leaves in the way making sure the pruned branches were small enough to fit into the 
boxes. 
While this action was taking place, a train passed by within metres of the hive. Some 
passengers in the train might have noticed this rare scene and wondered what the hell 
was going on with three weirdos in “space suits” and hi viz orange safety vests working 
away on a strange object in a tree at a train station? 
It was indeed a huge nest, with reasonable weight and requiring at least two people to 
handle. It was a challenge to make sure the hive did not crash to the ground, after the 
branch it was hanging on, was sawn from the tree, more so when it had to be managed on 
a slope, and guards bees were all around the trio. 
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With careful planning, the huge nest was put into the boxes with the sawn branch resting 
partly on the wall. The trio could hear the angry noises of the unsettled colony. 
By now it was 6.00 pm and it took the trio about 1 hr to get into this stage. The 
Maintenance Manager was advised that the collected nest was ready to be taken away. 
However the trio had to wait until all alighting train passengers had left the station. 
Based on the reduced noises coming from the newly boxed hive, it was a assumed that 
this was a sign that the queen was inside and the colony was getting more settled and 
would cope with transportation. 
The Maintenance Manager was informed that the job was done and he responded with 
smiles and showed signs of relief on his face. 
The collected hive has been transported.  Comb has been attached by rubber bands to the 
frames.  The trio are now happy that they have saved the nest and will reap the rewards of 
a good harvest in the coming months.    
The trio look forward to more missions on swarm collection. 

Tocal 2018 – wax tips 

By:  Bill Dick 

Bill is a regular visitor to the Tocal Annual Beekeepers Field Day.  This year it was held on 
13 October 2018. 

Who says you can’t teach an experienced beekeeper new tricks! 

Following are a couple of hints Bill wanted to share with us. 

1. If you want to test the purity of a block of wax, the easiest way is to peel a thin piece 
of the wax by scratching the surface. 

• If the wax is pure the thin peeling of wax will not break 

• If the wax is contaminated with other waxes such as paraffin wax the thin 
peeling will break. 

2. Candles burn longer when they are in a container. 

Club shop  
 
The Club Shop is open for business prior to each meeting, opening 
at 7.00 pm.   
Shop space is very limited, please queue outside the shop and await 
your turn to be served.   
Your patience is appreciated.  
For all shop enquiries, please contact:  Lod Porretta 
porretta@live.com.au   
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Handy contact details  
Position Position Holder Contact Details 

President Geoff Peoples peoples2@optusnet.com.au 0418332767 

Vice President Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Secretary Bernie Gesling parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Treasurer / Membership  Andrew Bardsley bardsley2004@gmail.com  

Bio Security Officer 1 Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Bio Security Officer  2 Robyn Alderton parramatta.biosecurity@beekeepers.asn.au  

Stores Officer Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Apiary Officer Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com 

Apiary Assistant 1 Darren Clune dhclune@hotmail.com  

Extraction Officer Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Event Organiser Sandy Harrison milo.rob@bigpond.com 

New Member Liaison Officer Ashlee Ralla ashlee_ralla@yahoo.com.au 

New Member Colony Supply 
Officer 

Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com 

Education Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 

 

Calendar - 2018  

Date Event 

14 November 2018 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting  -  Different Decapping Methods 
18 November 2018 Club Apiary Working Bee (note, this is a Sunday) 

21 November 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm Executive Meeting @ Carlingford Bowling Club 
12 December 2018 No Meeting  - Event:  Christmas Member (and Family) Feast 

 

Calendar - 2019 
 

13 February 2019 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting – feature TBA 

13 March 2019 7.30 pm AGM to be followed by the Parramatta Monthly Meeting – feature 
TBA 

10 April 2019 7.30 pm Parramatta Monthly Meeting – feature TBA 
17, 18, 19 May 2019 St Ives Show 

Note:  Details correct at the time of despatch however subject to change 

Please email your Newsletter enquiries to: parramatta.biosecurity@beekeepers.asn.au 
Disclaimer – ABA Parramatta Branch and contributors to this Newsletter disclaim all responsibility for any losses that may be 
attributed to the use or misuse of any material mentioned in the Newsletter of the “Parramatta Branch of the “Amateur Beekeepers 
Association. The opinions expressed by the contributors to the Newsletter are not necessarily those held by the Editor, Parramatta 
Branch Committee or the Amateur Beekeepers Association.  
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