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A warm welcome to new members! 
 
 

Be a responsible beekeeper and thoroughly check your brood frames 
at least twice per year for signs of disease and 

AFB! 

Don’t know how to do this?  

Then come to the February club event and find out how. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/  

President:  Geoff Peoples  e:  parramatta.president@beekeepers.asn.au 
Secretary:  Robyn Alderton   e:  parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 
Treasurer:  Andrew Bardsley   e:  parramatta.treasurer@beekeepers.asn.au 

Newsletter Deadline to submit material – 20th of each month 
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A note from the Secretary – Robyn Alderton 
Welcome everyone to 2019  

A whole lot of fun was had at our Christmas 
Family Social where we celebrated with a 
Brazilian Barbeque.  Some were lucky enough to 
win one of the many lucky door and best dressed 
prizes.  

Your Executive met on 19 December to do some 
planning, to ensure that our meetings for 2019 get 
off to a good start.  

In this Newsletter, please note the article on the 
adoption of a new Constitution, shortly you will 
receive further information about the proposed 
new Constitution. 

Current ABA members should receive their “Log Book” at the February meeting. Lob 
Books are for recording hive inspections/activities. If you have chosen to have yours sent 
directly from the ABA to your address, you will not collect one at the meeting. I (or a 
delegate) will be in charge of distribution. The Log Book forms part of the new Biosecurity 
Regulations and is similar to data recording conducting by other farming enterprises.  

The AGM will be held in March.  If you have a particular skill or activity that you would like 
to share, please put let us know.  

Please remember that the acoustics in the lecture are exceptional and if you are having a 
chat with your neighbour it is highly likely that many others may hear your conversation 
too.   

Please continue to be aware and inclusive of “newbies” at our monthly events. It can be 
quite daunting for new people to walk into a meeting of such a large a group of people who 
clearly know each other.  Introduce yourself to ‘newbies’ and welcome them to our club. 

Reminder commencing February - tea, coffee and light refreshments will be served outside 
the Lecture Theatre following monthly club events. 

Finally, do you have an interesting beekeeping story that you would like to share?  

If you do, please send to me (including photos is always a bonus) and your story may just 
make it into Parramatta’s Newsletter. 
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13 February 2019 Club Event – Pests and Diseases in 
the Apiary with Bruce White 
By Robyn Alderton, Secretary 

How knowledgeable are you about how American 
Foulbrood (AFB), European Foulbrood (EFB), Chalkbrood 
disease, Small Hive beetle (SHB), Varroa or Nosema 
disease can affect your hives? 
Would you recognise if any of these pests and/or diseases 
were present in your apiary? 
Would you know what to do if any of these pests and/or 
diseases were present in your apiary? 
If your answer is NO, then you must come along to 
Parramatta’s February club event and hear what Bruce 
White has to say. 
Bruce is a retired technical specialist in apiculture with the 
NSW DPI with some 46 years beekeeping experience.   
Bruce has taught beekeeping courses at both Tocal 
Agricultural College and TAFE for over 14 years. 

2019 ABA Fees 
By Dave Wilson, Vice President 
Members will have received an email from the ABA which included a link to click on to 
pay 2019 membership fees.   
Fees are as follows:   
• ABA fee, if you pay/join between January-March 2019:  $40  

Plus optional insurance (1-100 hives):  $20  = $60 
• ABA fee, if you pay/join April-June $30  

Plus optional insurance (1-100 hives):  $20  = $50 
• ABA fee, if you pay/join July-September $20  

Plus optional insurance (1-100 hives):  $20  = $40 
• ABA fee, if you pay/join October-December $10  

Plus optional insurance (1-100 hives):  $20  = $30 
You will note that the fees for membership and insurance have actually reduced 
significantly!  Last year, fees for similar coverage was $84 (with insurance to cover 1-20 
hives not 1-100). 
Reminder:   Members are encouraged to be responsible in organising their own 

payments however if after exhausting all avenues, you experience problems 
renewing your membership, then please contact Dave Wilson or Andrew 
Bardsley.   
You will need your ABA user name and password to complete the 
transaction. 
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Adoption of the new Constitution 
By Dave Wilson, Vice President 

The Executive Committee of the club recommends the adoption of a new constitution for 
The Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW, Parramatta District Branch.  
The new Constitution:  
1.  Is based on the most recent “model” Constitution published by the NSW 

Department of Fair Trading.  
2.  Is based on a model Constitution recommended by the Amateur Beekeepers 

Association of NSW which is increasingly used by clubs within the ABA.  
3.  Changes the name of the club from The Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW, 

Parramatta District Branch to Parramatta Amateur Beekeepers Club.  
4.  Incorporates a new membership class called Life Membership to allow the club to 

recognise members who have made a great contribution to the club.  
5.  Allows the executive roles to be defined year by year rather than fixed within the 

constitution.  
6.  Allows for transition in financial year from the current calendar year to a the tax year  
7.  Clearly empowers the executive committee to manage the club.  
Members will be asked for agreement to Move ?? and Second ?? that the Constitution as 
circulated be adopted by the Club  
A constitution change requires at least a majority of 75% of members present at the 
meeting.  

Feeling the Heat? 
By Robyn Alderton, Secretary 

Even though our bees are located in different parts of the state, they most certainly would 
have been feeling the recent heat.  In Sydney alone we have been experiencing a lot of 
high 30’s and low to mid 40 degree temperatures.   

Bees have a natural instinct to keep their hives at about 35 degrees at all times. During the 
winter, the bees huddle together in the hive, seal any cracks with propolis, and beat their 
wings to keep the hive at that temperature. 

During the summer, regardless of the outside temperatures, bees try to keep their hives at 
the same temperature. The forager bees are out of the hive looking for pollen, nectar, and 
water during the day.  Less bees in the hive helps keep the temperature down. 

Some of the bees that stay in the hive will be put on wing beating duty. They’ll beat their 
wings to circulate air through the hive and reduce the temperature. When the forager bees 
bring water into the hive, the wing beating and water work together like an evaporative 
cooler to reduce the temperature. 
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During the hottest days of summer, you’ll often find bees hanging out in clumps on the 
outside of their hive. This is called bearding and it’s a sign that things are getting pretty 
warm inside. It doesn’t necessarily mean the hive is at risk, but it might be at risk. If the 
hive gets too hot the brood can die, so the bees move outside instead of working to lower 
the hive temperature. 

When bees get too hot, all production stops and the queen stops laying eggs. If you’re 
doing regular hive inspections and notice that the queen has stopped laying, make sure 
you can find the queen and she hasn’t died. If she’s there and just not laying, it may be 
because she’s taking a break because of the heat. 

If you notice melted wax or honey dripping from the hive, it’s definitely too hot in the hive. 
This is rare but can happen if you have temperatures above 38 degrees day after day. It 
can also mean that you’re at risk of losing the hive, so you may need to take action. 

Although bees do a great job of naturally managing their hive temperatures, there are 
some things you can do to help protect bees from the summer heat. 

When you’re setting up your hive try to choose an area that will get some shade during the 
summer. You should be careful not to put your hives in an area where their flight will be 
obstructed or in a densely bushed/wooded area. However, if you can find an area that will 
get afternoon shade or dappled shade it will help the bees keep their hives from 
overheating. 

Bees need water year round but especially during the heat of the summer.  

During the summer, the bees need ventilation. As they bring in water, the humidity in the 
hive rises and it’s harder for the nectar to dry, so they have to fan more. They use an 
incredible amount of energy fanning air that goes nowhere. Therefore, it’s best to give 
them some ventilation to move the air more efficiently. 

In summary, you can help your bees by: 

1. Providing shade in the apiary 

2. Providing water stations – place sticks, corks or rocks in the water so the bees don’t 
drown when trying to access the water 

2. If you suspect overheating observe the bees and brood. Overheated larvae are 
found hanging out of the top of their cells and are brown to black in colour with a 
watery consistency: pupae have black greasy appearance; newly emerged adult 
bees may be wingless; cappings on brood cells may appear melted; adult bees 
become sticky or greasy and dark coloured. The adults run about noisily fanning 
their wings 

3. Consider feeding with water or a diluted sugar/water syrup if the colonies are badly 
affected by the heat  

4. Remove excess supers. Remove dead adult bees - hive beetle is ready to move in 
to any weakened or vacant hives. 

Source:  https://countrysidenetwork.com/daily/lifestyle/beekeeping/how-do-i-know-if-my-
bees-are-too-hot/ accessed 31 January 2019 
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Beekeeper Registration – Be a Responsible Beekeeper 
By Robyn Alderton, Secretary 

Bees are amazing animals that play a critical role in global food security as well as providing 
income to professional beekeepers and enjoyment to hobbyists the world over. However, 
bees are constantly under threat from a range of devastating pests and diseases, many that 
are not present in Australia, as well as the impacts of chemicals and pollution. 

Beekeepers should play their part in protecting our bee populations and the role they play in 
pollination by registering your hives. In fact, in NSW, beekeepers must be registered with 
NSW DPI. 

Compulsory registration helps prevent the spread of diseases unwanted pests and diseases 
including Varroa and tracheal mites. DPI are able to contact beekeepers and locate hives 
that may require treatment or inspection. 

DPI are also able to offer registered beekeepers regular information on beekeeping 
biosecurity and training services. 

How to register? 

Click on the link below to go to the DPI site. Locate the menu below 
and source vital information. 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock  
 
If you click on the following link it will take you straight to the page 
to register or renew your registration through Service NSW. 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-
livestock/bees/beekeeper-registration  

 

 

 
 
 
 

ASCIA Anaphylaxis Free online Training Course 
Thank you to Member Sandy Walters for providing the following information. 

ASCIA anaphylaxis e-training has been developed by the Australasian Society of Clinical 
Immunology and Allergy (ASCIA) to provide ready access to reliable anaphylaxis 
education to the community throughout Australia and New Zealand, at no charge. 
Please refer to the following link for more information about this training course.    
anaphylaxis.ascia.org.au 

February 2019 Newsletter 6 of 13 Newsletter Editor:   Robyn Alderton 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/beekeeper-registration
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees/beekeeper-registration
http://anaphylaxis.ascia.org.au/


 

Handy Hints in the Apiary 
By Gary Christoffel 

Hint 1:  After inspecting your hives try smearing some Vaseline between your bee 
boxes before you put them back together. It will stop the bees sticking them 
together so well with propellis. 

Hint 2:  If you have a full super of honey that is too heavy to lift, take out 2 or 3 
frames, or more, before you take the box off the hive to make it lighter to lift. 

Hint 3:  When inspecting your bees, if the hive is 3 or 4 boxes high, and perhaps the 
bees are a little cranky, put your top box aside, then put you next box to the 
side also, and put your next box to the side also, and work on your bottom 
box. Then you can go back to the 2nd box, go through it put it back on the 
hive, continue until you get back to your top box, and by this time the majority 
of the older more aggressive bees would have left this box to return to the 
hive, making it much easier to handle them. 

Note:   Send your Handy Hints to the Secretary. 

Ten most important things all beekeepers should know 
The following is reproduced from advice previously supplied by Sheryl McIntosh and 
Arthur Garske, long time members of our club.  

Every time you open your hive you should be looking for the following 3 situations. 

1. How to tell if the Queen is present 

You don’t have to sight the Queen to be sure that she is present. 

However it is a good idea when the hive is small to find the queen every time you open 
the hive. If you train your eye to look for her different colouring she will be easy to find 
in the future. 

Look across the brood combs and if you find eggs and very young larva you know that 
the Queen is very much alive. You can tell by an even brood pattern whether she is 
doing a good job or not. A failing Queen will miss a lot of cells when laying eggs. 

2. Be aware of diseases.  

It is very important to detect diseases in the hive. A lot of rubbish and dead larva 
outside the hive can indicate disease within. Perforated cappings on cells and 
yellowing larva are also signs of disease. 

3. Are there adequate stores of honey and pollen? 

Honey is found on brood combs in a semi- circle above the brood cells and pollen is 
usually stored between the honey and brood. Pollen can be different colours depending 
on its source.   
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In spring stores may be low if not enough food was left in the hive for over winter.  If 
stores are low in Autumn there is a good chance the bees will run out of food before 
spring comes unless there are sources of honey and pollen nearby that will be 
available through winter. 

4. Be aware of the plants flowering around the hives 

If there is plenty in flower and bees are returning with pollen in their baskets, conditions 
are good. Be aware of flowers in the area and what nutritional value there is in the 
nectar and pollen of each. 

5. Be aware of the effects of using smoke on the bees 

Only a minimal amount of smoke is necessary to subdue bees. Too much smoke can 
have the reverse effect. It can disrupt nectar gathering and totally disorient them. When 
you see a line of eyes along the top of the frame looking at you, it is a good time to give 
them a gentle puff. If lots of bees have taken to the air smoking them will not subdue 
them. It is time to close up and try again another day. 

6. The number of boxes to leave on hives over winter  

Bees cluster in a ball shape to keep warm in winter. If there is too much honey or too 
many empty boxes and frames left on the hive as the temperature falls it becomes 
increasingly harder for the bees to keep the space warm. They also eat more honey in 
the attempt. Two boxes are enough space for the bees for winter. 

7. How to make good use of Queen excluders 

Queen excluders are excellent for keeping the Queen and brood away from honey 
combs that will be extracted but they should not be left on hives in winter. The bees will 
cluster around honey to warm it to eat it and if the cluster moves above the excluder 
the Queen will be left behind and die.    

8. Remove honey from hives without exposing combs 

Honey combs removed for extracting should be put into a bee proof container to be 
taken away to extract. If left exposed they can incite a riot of robbing in the apiary. It is 
also a good idea to extract in a bee proof room. 

9. Requeen the hives regularly  

It is essential to requeen hives at least every 2 years. As a Queen gets older the 
amount of pheromone that is circulated throughout the hive is reduced. The result is 
that the bees become cranky. The amount of eggs she lays is reduced as well. This 
means that there will be fewer bees to collect nectar and they will be difficult to work. 

10. When you should get help.  

If opening a hive that is overflowing with cranky bees becomes a daunting task don’t 
procrastinate. GET HELP. Attending Field Days where experienced beekeepers handle 
the bees can increase your confidence. The last thing you want is a hive of stinging 
bees in your backyard. Worse still, for other beekeepers, is a neglected diseased hive 
that continually infects other hives. 
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Beginning in Bees Training  
By Arthur Garske, Education Officer 

The Club continues to provide new beekeepers with the opportunity to learn all they can 
about beekeeping through Beginning in Bees Workshops.  Beginning in Bees is a one and 
a half day course.  The theory component may take place over winter with the practical 
component may take place in spring. 

To express an interest in a 2019 Beginning in Bees Workshop, please email Arthur at 
awgarske@gmail.com   

Training is run by volunteers, courses will not run until minimum numbers are reached.  
Maximum number accepted is10.   

Note:  You must provide your own bee suit and gloves to participate in training.   

No suitable bee suit and gloves – means no access to the apiary! 

New Club T-shirts and Caps 
By Sandy Harrison, Events Officer 

Woohoo!  Check out our very own Stores Officer, modelling 
our new branded t-shirt and cap. 

You too, can ‘get the look’ for: 

T-shirt:  $33, Cap:  $7 or $40 for the lot! 

Initial stocks have depleted, to meet the demand to ‘get the 
look’, further stocks have arrived. 

Change of Club Bank Details 

By Andrew Bardsley, Treasurer 

Please note, the club’s previously used Commonwealth bank account closed on 
3 December. 

The club’s new bank details are: 

Bank: Westpac Bank 

BSB: 032-164 

Account number: 436755 

Account name:  The Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW Parramatta 
District Branch Incorporated  
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The Shop Reopens Club Event Night - 13 February 2019 
The Club Shop is open for business prior to most club event 
nights opening between 5.45 pm and 7.15 pm sharp.   

Commencing 2019, the Shop WILL NOT open on 
weekends. 

Shop space is very limited, please queue outside the shop 
and await your turn to be served.   

Your patience is appreciated.  

For all shop enquiries, please contact:  Lod Porretta 
parramatta.stores@beekeepers.asn.au    

Pre AGM Nomination / Expression of Interest  

The next AGM will be held on Wednesday, 13 March 2019.  A well-functioning club 
requires a diverse range of skills, experience, knowledge and ideas to not only function 
well however also to meet the ongoing needs of our diverse current and future 
membership. 

It is expected that members, throughout the duration of their membership, will commit to 
volunteer in any way they can. Do you have skills that you could put into practice in the 
club?  Are you an ideas person? Do you just want to help the club that has helped you get 
started in beekeeping? We encourage you to take an active role within our club.    

At the AGM, all officers shall retire from office, and the members shall elect office bearers 
and officers for other club roles.  For example, the positions of office bearers, in place 
currently, are:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Public Officer, Stores 
Officer, Apiary Officer, Extraction Officer, Events Officer, Education Officer, New Member 
Liaison Officer, Colony Supply Officer and Colony Distribution Officer. 

There will be various other club positions available and may include all or a variety of the 
following:  Biosecurity Officer, Procurement Officer, Assistant Stores Officer, Extraction 
Assistants, Guest Speaker Officer, Colony Supply Support Officer, Librarian, Assistant 
Librarian.  

As a member you are invited (prior to the AGM) to nominate members for 2019 positions.  
Before you make a nomination, please ensure you advise the member of your intentions. 
Alternatively, you may nominate yourself by expressing an interest in a position.   

This is a pre-nomination / expression of interest only pre nominations / expressions of 
interest will be included in the full voting process at the AGM. 

FROM 2019 
THE SHOP 
WILL NOT 
OPEN ON 

WEEKENDS 
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Nomination / Expression of Interest Form 
Print your name:  

Membership Number:  

Date  

Nomination:  I, being a financial member of the Parramatta Branch of the ABA, hereby 
nominate for appointment to the position of (insert the name of the position):   

Position:  

 
Name of Nominee:  

Nominated by:  Date:  

Seconded by:  Date:  

Note:   Nominees, nominators and seconders must be financial members of The Amateur 
Beekeepers Association of NSW Parramatta District Branch Incorporated 

I, being a financial member of the Parramatta Branch of the ABA hereby express an 
interest in (insert the name of the position):   

Position:   

I, being a financial member of the Parramatta Branch of the ABA have skills and 
experience in (insert skills and experience you would like to utilise):   

Skills and experience:  

 

Please Note 

1. Any nomination will be invalid if nominees, nominators and seconders are not 
financial members of The Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW Parramatta 
District Branch Incorporated as at Wednesday, 13 March 2019. 

2. Any nomination will be invalid if the nominee is not present at the AGM. 
3. Where there is more than one nomination, for a position, votes will be taken by a 

show of hands and the majority will win the position. 
Nominations close, 5.00 pm, Wednesday, 6 March 2019. 
Complete this form, scan or take a photo and send your nominations / expressions of 
interest to:  Norm Webb (Returning Officer), Email:  naswebb@bigpond.com  
By submitting this pre-nomination form, you are agreeing that you are a financial member 
of the Parramatta Branch of the ABA and you have advised the nominee of your 
nomination. 
For further information, concerns or questions, please contact Robyn Alderton on:  
parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 
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Calendar 2019  
 

Date Event Feature/Comment  
13 February 7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night  Club Event:  Pests and 

Diseases in the Apiary with 
Bruce White 

14 February Executive Meeting Carlingford Bowling Club 
17 February Field Day JRHS - TBC 

13 March  7.30 pm AGM to be followed by a Club 
Event 

Club Event TBC 

16 March  Field Day JRHS - TBC 
23 and 24 March  Blacktown City Council Show (participation 

TBC) 
Event 

10 April  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 
13 April  Field Day JRHS - TBC 
8 May  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 

17, 18, 19 May  St Ives Show Event 
8, 9, 10 June ABA Conference, AGM and Col Pulling 

Competition Richmond, NSW  
Further details TBA 

12 June  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 
15 June  Field Day JRHS - TBC 
17 July  

(3rd Wednesday) 
6.00 pm Parramatta Club Night  Feature:  Christmas in July 

Event  
14 August  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 
13 August  Field Days JRHS - TBC 

11 September  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 
14 September  Field Day JRHS - TBC 

9 October  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 
12 October  Field Day JRHS - TBC 

October  Tocal Beekeepers Field Day Date TBA 
November  Parramatta City Council Foundation Day  Date TBA 

13 November  7.30 pm Parramatta Club Night Club Event TBC 
16 November  Field Day JRHS - TBC 
11 December  6.00 pm Parramatta Club Night  Feature:  Christmas Event 
14 December 

2019 
Field Day JRHS - TBC 

Note:  Details correct at the time of despatch however subject to change 
Please email your Newsletter enquiries to: parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

 
The club diary is now available online - just check the Parramatta page at the ABA website 
beekeepers.asn.au thence clubs.   
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The following events are in the planning process. Should they proceed, details will be 
confirmed via the online diary. 
 
• Flower Power event 
• Mead Making Workshop 
• Beginning in Bees Training Courses 
 

Handy Contact Details as at December 2018 

Position Position Holder Contact Details 

President Geoff Peoples parramatta.president@beekeepers.asn.au 

Vice President and Bio 
Security Officer 

Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Secretary Robyn Alderton parramatta.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Treasurer  Andrew Bardsley parramatta.treasurer@beekeepers.asn.au 

Stores Officer and Extraction 
Officer 

Lod Porretta parramatta.stores@beekeepers.asn.au 

Apiary Officer Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com 

Event Organiser Sandy Harrison parramatta.events@beekeepers.asn.au 

Member Officer Ashlee Ralla parramatta.membership@beekeepers.asn.au 

New Member Colony Supply 
Officer 

Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com 

Education Officer Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com 

 

Disclaimer – ABA Parramatta Branch and contributors to this Newsletter disclaim all 
responsibility for any losses that may be attributed to the use or misuse of any material 
mentioned in the Newsletter of the “Parramatta Branch of the “Amateur Beekeepers 
Association. The opinions expressed by the contributors to the Newsletter are not 
necessarily those held by the Editor, Parramatta Branch Committee or the Amateur 
Beekeepers Association.  
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