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THE NEW RULES OF BEEKEEPING 
What every amateur beekeeper needs to know  – right now 
 
The rules of beekeeping in NSW changed on July 1. We are now governed by provisions of the NSW 
Biosecurity Act 2015. This takes the place of the Apiaries Act 1985 and other acts covering a range of 
agriculture, which have now been repealed. 
 
The new legislation, as it relates to bees, aims to minimise the impact of pests and diseases on the NSW 
apiary industry, and minimise the impact of nuisance bees and threats to public safety in our community. 
 

So for amateur beekeepers how much will change? 
 
These actions remain mandatory: 

• Register as a beekeeper if you have at least one hive 

• Display your registration number clearly on the 
external side of a box of every hive 

• Notify the DPI if you identify or suspect your bees have specified endemic pests or diseases such as 
American foulbrood (AFB), chalkbrood and small hive beetle within one working day of becoming 
aware of the problem 

• Notify the presence or suspected presence of pests and diseases not endemic in NSW or Australia 
such as varroa mite, braula fly and Asian honey bee immediately 

• Contain honey so it is not exposed to robber bees 

• Obtain health certificates to move bees, hives, honey and apiary products into and out of NSW 

• Maintain clear access to all beehives 

• Ensure any apiary products you feed to bees are free from AFB 

• Keep bees in a hive with moveable frames in the brood chamber 

• Record hive movements, lost or stolen hives and sales or disposals. 
 

So, what is new? It is now deemed that if you deal with bees, 
beehives, hive material or apiary products then you ought to know the 
biosecurity risk posed by these things. And you have a duty to ensure 
that, so far as reasonable, that risk is prevented, eliminated or 
minimised. This is your General Biosecurity Duty (GBD). 
 
Failing in your General Biosecurity Duty is now an offence for which 
fines can be imposed - daily. The penalties are harsher if your failure is 
intentional or reckless and caused – or was likely to cause –  a 
significant biosecurity impact. 
 
Basic information on how to practice good apiary biosecurity is set out 
in The Australian Honey Bee Industry Code of Practice (the Code). The 
Code stipulates that beekeepers must control or eradicate pests and 
diseases and must manage weak hives. The Code requires every 
beekeeper examine at least three frames of brood from each apiary 
under their control as often as necessary to minimise the spread of 
pests and diseases and at least twice a year. The beekeeper must 
record dates of inspections, observations and actions.  
 
If a beekeeper complies with all the requirements set out in the Code, 
they will be deemed to be discharging their General Biosecurity Duty.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new act is an omnibus bill 
covering a range of agricultural 
activities and provides the legal 
framework that allows the 
accompanying regulations to be 
implemented.  
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/a
cts/2015-24.pdf  (215 pages) 
 
Regulations detail how the act will 
be implemented by the DPI.   
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/r
egulations/2017-232.pdf  (55 pages) 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/acts/2015-24.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/acts/2015-24.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2017-232.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2017-232.pdf
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LET’S LOOK AT AN EXAMPLE 
 

A person has three hives and is registered as a beekeeper. They then lose 
interest in the hives and don’t go near them for a couple of years. They fail 

to renew their registration. Two of the hives become weak and die out. 
 

An inspector discovers the hives and examines them. Two hives are dead. One 
of the dead hives is slimed out. The other dead hive has a rats’ nest and wax 

moth damage. The remaining hive is healthy. The cause of the hive deaths 
cannot be determined visually. Samples from the dead hives are negative for 

American Foulbrood (AFB) and European Foulbrood (EFB). 
 

The beekeeper’s first offence: keeping bees while unregistered X   

The beekeeper has failed to notify the presence of small hive beetle X   

And has allowed honey to be exposed to robber bees X 

The beekeeper has also failed to discharge their General Biosecurity Duty because they ought to have 
known that leaving weak and dead hives in an apiary allows pests and diseases to increase which can 

in turn create a biosecurity impact (spread the problem) for other beekeepers in the vicinity. The 
beekeeper ought to have known this because there is plenty of material on this subject on the 

internet and the person was previously registered as a beekeeper   
 

 
YOU NEED A COPY OF 
The Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 
 

The Code of Practice has been developed by The Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council in consultation with state governments, the federal 
government and Plant Health Australia.  

This Code aims to provide a clear framework for Australian beekeepers to 
engage in best-practice biosecurity. This Code is now mandatory.  

The obligations for beekeepers with over 50 hives are greater, including 
completing accredited courses and getting honey tested annually for AFB.  

So how tough are the penalties under the new act? Penalty notice offences 
are $1000 and $2000 (almost double what they were previously). If a matter 
goes to court, the maximum penalty for a category 1 offence (i.e. intentional, 
reckless, and causing a biosecurity impact) is $1.1M for an individual.  

If a court finds a person guilty of a category 2 offence, such as keeping bees while unregistered, the maximum 
penalty is $220 000 and a further penalty of $275 000 for each day they fail to register. 

The Code is currently only available via the internet as a download via beeaware.org.au 

Here’s a link   https://goo.gl/fBjTZt 

The DPI has told the ABA it intends to post a printed copy of the Code, and possibly, a sugar shake kit, to all 
registered beekeepers before October. After that, new beekeepers will get the package when they register.  
 

MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR FREE PRINTED COPY OF THE CODE   Check that the DPI has your correct 

address. If in doubt, update your details with the DPI. A form is attached to the end of this newsletter.  

X 
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Also very useful: 
 

The Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers (64 pages) is an 
excellent publication about biosecurity and bees. It provides a 
wealth of information for all beekeepers. 
 
http://beeaware.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Biosecurity-
Manual-for-Beekeepers.pdf 
 
Printed copies of the manual were distributed to all ABA members 
in 2016. Check with your club if you don’t have a copy.  Or contact 
the ABA via editor@beekeepers.asn.au and we will advise on how 
to obtain extra copies. 
 
The Bee Aware website (beeaware.org.au) has been developed by 
Plant Health Australia and is useful local source of information 
about beekeeping, with an emphasis on biosecurity. 

 
 

So, what will happen to registration fees? 
 
The government is proposing all beekeepers whether with one hive 
or 1000 hives, pay $120 – or $90 if paid online – to register for two 
years. There is no word whether concessional discounts will be 
offered. The latest advice is that the new fee structure will be 
implemented in October 2017.   
 
How does this measure up with current fees? 
Currently registration is $60 for recreational keepers and $40 for 
concessions. (Commercial beekeepers pay $100.) 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTIFIABLE PESTS OR DISEASES  
Under the new law, you MUST report AFB or suspected AFB within 24 hours.   
Use this form: http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/220700/AFB-traceback-form.pdf 
 
For AFB and other notifiable pests and diseases, beekeepers are advised to contact authorities by 
phone 1800 084 881 or email quarantine@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 

YOU ARE LEGALLY REQUIRED TO REPORT THESE PROBLEMS:  
AFB, EUROPEAN FOULBROOD, NOSEMOSIS, SMALL HIVE BEETLE, CHALKBROOD 

How have recreational beekeeper fees changed? 
In 2012 we paid $43 (including a $3 special levy) for two years 
By September 2013  – $60 
Proposed fee in 2017  – $120 (or $90 online) flat rate, no concessions  
If fees had shifted in line with the Consumer Price Index, we’d be paying less than $50 now  
See following pages for what the ABA is doing to lobby the government on registration fees. 

 

Our responsibilities as recreational beekeepers changed markedly at midnight on June 30.  
We all have greater obligations than before 

mailto:editor@beekeepers.asn.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/220700/AFB-traceback-form.pdf
mailto:quarantine@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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EDITORIAL    Why free registration matters   
 
All beekeepers NEED to register with the DPI. Nothing has changed on that front 
with the new Biosecurity Act. It’s a system the ABA has enthusiastically supported. 
Quite simply: the containment of pests and disease only ever has a chance of 
working if all beekeepers are contactable and follow good beekeeping procedures. 
 
The problem is that some – nobody knows how 
many – beekeepers do not register. Some simply 
don’t know they need to register, and some that 
do know, don’t see value in it. It’s a longstanding 
problem and, just like the DPI, we remain 
concerned about the beekeepers who are outside 
the system and therefore impossible to reach with 
education, advice and clear information on threats 
to Australia’s bee populations.  

 
But we don’t agree with current DPI 
proposals on how to turn things around. 

The DPI, with its new Biosecurity Act that came 
into force on July 1, seems intent on wielding a big 
stick and coming down hard on anyone who does 
not comply with the new set of rules.  

Now the DPI has flagged that it will increase – 
substantially – the fees that small-scale 
beekeepers will need to pay to register.  

Gone is the concessional rate for seniors and those 
on low incomes.  

Gone is the distinction between large-scale 
professional beekeepers and those who are 
keeping a few hives in the backyard as a hobby.  

Instead, a flat rate ‘tax’ on beekeeping is being 
proposed of $90 for two years for each individual, 
no exceptions.  

The ABA believes such an approach is 
counterproductive and risks destroying the 
substantial goodwill that exists between amateur 
beekeepers and the DPI.  

For biosecurity measures to work, the beekeeping 
community -- as one -- needs to understand and 
enthusiastically adopt the new protocols.  

We do not believe hiking fees to those who do the 
right thing will help increase the percentage of  

beekeepers who register and it holds the 
considerable risk of driving more beekeepers 
‘underground’.  

Feedback from our members is that the current 
level of fees is already a barrier to many. Cost and 
bureaucracy and poor or non-existent 
communication from the department were all 
listed as major gripes of the system when we 
surveyed amateur beekeepers recently. 

We believe the objectives of the new Biosecurity 
Act would be better served by the government 
inviting small-scale and unregistered beekeepers 
to register their details for free. For only with 
genuinely enthusiastic and universal involvement 
will biosecurity measures have a chance of truly 
succeeding. 

Free registration is something other governments 
already recognise and offer to small-scale 
beekeepers across Victoria, Queensland, Northern 
Territory, Tasmania, South Australia and New 
Zealand. NSW should follow suit. 

Such a move has the full support of the three peak 
bodies representing more than 2000 beekeepers 
across the state: the ABA, North Shore Beekeepers 
(NSBKA) and the NSW Apiarists’ Association, 
whose members recognise the vital contribution 
the amateur network can make to securing 
Australia’s bee populations. 

We believe the DPI has a duty to consult with 
major stakeholders on this issue, something it 
committed in May to do. With more than 1400 
ABA members at $45 a year, ABA members are 
collectively being asked to hand over $63,000 to 
the DPI annually.  

Together with the NSBKA, we have written to the 
Minister and Director General requesting a 

meeting to discuss solutions. The Apiarists’ 
Association is making a separate approach. 

So, come on, DPI, and realise a whole lot of 
beekeepers were on your side. And still can be. We 
look forward to the meeting. 

 
DAVE WILSON, ABA SECRETARY  

letter reprinted on next pages
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17 July 2017 
 
The Honourable Niall Blair MLC 
NSW Minister for Primary Industries 
 

Scott Hansen, Director General 
NSW Department of Primary Industries 

 
Dear Mr Blair and Mr Hansen, 
 
We write to you on behalf of the North Shore Beekeepers Association and the Amateur Beekeepers Association of 
NSW. Our organisations, together with the Apiarists Association of NSW, are the beekeeping sector’s main 
representative bodies with more than 2000 commercial and hobby beekeepers as members in total. 
 
Our organisations provide practical advice and education at all levels of beekeeping (scale and expertise) and are 
well positioned to help the DPI meet the objectives of the new Biosecurity Act 2015 –  something critical to the 
reputation and health of the entire industry. We are actively educating our members and the community about the 
act as it relates to beekeeping. And we support and promote the need for all beekeepers to register with the DPI. 
 
That’s why we are – audibly – shocked to hear that the DPI is looking to introduce measures that run counter to the 
recommendations of all three peak bodies and that will make it vastly more difficult, if not impossible, to ensure 
that ALL beekeepers are identified in the event of a biosecurity event. 
 
All three groups made representations and extensive submissions to the recent biosecurity consultation paper at 
your request. In summary, our submissions demonstrated overwhelming support for small-scale beekeepers (1 to 5 
hives) to be able to register their bee hives online at no cost. We strongly believe this is the most effective model to  
encourage the difficult-to-reach group of non-registered beekeepers (both the long established recalcitrant group 
and the more recent groups of Flow hive owners) to lodge their details with the DPI, and for our organisations to 
be able to assist the department and encourage them to join the system.     
    
We wholeheartedly believe that the new biosecurity act must succeed for the industry to prosper and, to achieve 
this, it needs the commitment of ALL beekeepers in NSW. Of particular importance is the involvement of small-
scale (recreational) beekeepers since they have the time and the reach to closely monitor each of their hives and to 
perform the comprehensive inspections needed for detection of biosecurity threats – both current problems and 
expected new threats such as varroa.   
 
Within the peri urban areas of NSW, the majority of recreational beekeepers keep their bees along the coast of 
NSW and close to import entry points – exactly where new diseases and pests are most likely to first appear. 
(Recreational beekeepers have a proven record in detecting significant biosecurity hazards. For example, more 
than 100 AFB infected hives were detected at Mascot recently, with another 50 suspect hives found near 
Parramatta.) 
 
We understand that the DPI is planning to announce substantial increases in registration fees for all recreational 
beekeepers. This seems to have happened without any effective consultation and against the recommendations of 
the organizations representing the vast majority of registered beekeepers in NSW. 

Letter addressed to the Minister and                  
the DPI Director General 

 

THE ABA thanks 

Michael Syme and 

the NSBKA for 

joining us in this 

joint approach on 

behalf of 

recreational 

beeekeepers 
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Both the North Shore Beekeepers Association and the Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW have actively 
supported the DPI in terms of promoting beekeeping registration and in running numerous workshops and courses 
on better beekeeping, particularly in dealing with bee diseases such as AFB. 
The recreational beekeeping clubs and the commercial groups have been and will continue to be active in 
promoting positive biosecurity measures. The real need is to work with unlicensed beekeepers, and that cannot 
happen until they can be identified. Without some incentive to register, this group will remain anonymous. This 
would be true if the registration fees had remained unchanged. However, with the proposal to more than double 
fees for a new beekeeper with one or two hives, the challenge becomes infinitely greater.   
 
If this proposed change goes ahead we believe there is a distinct likelihood that the goodwill between recreational 
beekeepers and the DPI established over the years will diminish. Certainly the ability of our organisations to 
convince unregistered beekeepers of the need to register will be compromised. 
 
We seek an urgent meeting with yourselves to discuss this issue and explore solutions. Without some resolution 
the ambitions of the new Act will not be realised and it may even prove counter-productive. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Doug Purdie - Biosecurity Officer NSW Amateur Beekeepers Association 
Michael Syme - Biosecurity Officer and Vice President North Shore Beekeepers Association 

UPDATE Our President resigns 
Dani Lloyd-Prichard has resigned. She made this decision to avoid any 
potential perceived conflict of interest by her employer, the NSW 
Department of Primary Industries. 
 
Dani brought to the ABA executive a wealth of experience in “big event” 
organisation, great education skills and wonderful industry knowledge.  

 
She continues in her role of president of the Hunter 
Valley club and on the ABA committee organising 
next year’s conference. The ABA executive thanks Dani for her 
considerable energies on behalf of beekeepers.  
 
In July, the executive held an emergency meeting to appoint a new ABA 
president to fill the ‘casual vacancy’ created by Dani’s resignation. 

Meet the new President 
Bruce White OAM 
 

Bruce White has a distinguished career and 
unrivalled experience at all levels of beekeeping 
in NSW. The ABA executive warmly welcomes 
Bruce to the role of ABA president. 
  

For those who don’t know him, here’s a brief bio: 

BRUCE WAS introduced to beekeeping while still at 
primary school and it wasn’t long before his parents to let 
him put a hive in his bedroom so he could study the bees 
up close. He attended Hawkesbury Agricultural College on 

  
“It’s an exciting time for all members and the 
council with the Tocal Field Day coming up, the 
recently launched online and phone advisory 
service for members, and the first ABA state 
conference being planned for The Entrance next 
year. It’s pleasing Dani is still a valuable 
member of the conference organising 
committee.” 
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a scholarship and in 1964 joined the Department of Agriculture as an apiary officer. Bruce retired 41 years later, in 
2005, as Technical Specialist (Apiculture). 

In 2009 Bruce was awarded the Goodacre Memorial Award for meritorious service to apiculture. In 2011 he was 
awarded an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) for services to the beekeeping industry and, in the same year, the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Award of Excellence.       

Bruce is currently a member of Illawarra Beekeepers, where he is 
assistant apiary officer. The ABA made him a life member of the 
association in 2013 to recognise his commitment to education 
and supporting amateur beekeepers. And earlier this year, the 
ABA named its new award for small clubs the Bruce White 
Award. 

Bruce has a long association with the Royal Agricultural Society 
as a honey judge. (In 2012 he was named the RAS contributor of 
the year.) He was a member of the international panel of honey 
judges at the World Beekeeping Awards at Apimondia in the 
Ukraine in 2013. 

Bruce has always been keen to pass on knowledge to all 
beekeepers and co-wrote the current beekeeping modules being 
used for Certificate III in Beekeeping. For many years he was a 
beekeeping teacher with TAFE. 

Wife Lynn has been a strong supporter, attending meetings, 
conferences and congresses, and their three sons can all handle 
bees. 

Bruce served on the Honeybee Research and Development 
Committee and continues his strong interest in bee research, 
with active involvement in research projects.  

Bruce is hoping to get to as many branches as possible in the time left till the next election and has 
already appointments to attend four branches between now and October. 

EpiPen FIRST AID UPDATE  
Instructions on using an EpiPen and EpiPen Junior have 
been made much simpler. It’s now just a matter of 
PULL, PLACE and PUSH for 3 seconds 
 

Previously, first-aiders were directed to hold the auto-injector on the patient for 10 seconds. But the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration approved a change to the instructions after research confirmed three 
seconds is sufficient to deliver the full and effective dose. As well as making it quicker, you also now don’t 
need to massage the skin after injection since that may cause skin irritation. 
 
Labels on EpiPens available through Australian pharmacies from June 2017 will carry the new advice. But to be clear — 
the pens and dose haven’t changed at all, just the recommendation. And if you should hold an EpiPen in place for 10-
seconds or massage the site after use (as was previously advised) don’t worry: the treatment will still be effective. 
 
You don’t need specific training to use an adrenaline auto injector, but general first aid knowledge is always a good idea.  

 

To get specific instruction about anaphylaxis, try these links: 
 

• Free on-line anaphylaxis first aid courses https://anaphylaxis.ascia.org.au 

• St John printable anaphylaxis first aid advice sheet https://goo.gl/fqt67t 

• For anaphylaxis resources, including links to action plans, checklists, videos 
and training https://www.allergy.org.au/anaphylaxis 
 

In a medical emergency, 
call triple zero (OOO)  

for an ambulance 

I use to sit and watch the bees at John 
Cassidy’s house. He was a boy from my 
class at Mt St Thomas Primary school. 
We were both 10 years old. I’d come 
home each night and ask my father 
about them. I guess my parents thought 
it was a good idea to get me some bees 
and a book on the subject so I would stop 
asking so many questions. They bought 
me an 8-framed double hive with glass 
sides that I could take off and look at the 
bees at night. They let me have them in 
my room up against the window so they 
could fly in and out. I think I was spoilt as 
not many parents would have a hive of 
bees in their house. I still had them when 
I went to college 

https://anaphylaxis.ascia.org.au/
https://www.allergy.org.au/anaphylaxis
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Step-by-Step guide to refining waste wax –     
using a microwave 
Steve and Robyn Alderton write: We’ve collected our waste wax for several years not really 
knowing what to do with it.  Recently we asked others how they go about melting their wax. We 
soon discovered a host of ways and quickly realised some ways are more time and cost effective 
than others. (Thank you to Bruce and Lynn White for sharing your wax processing secrets!)  

 
The tools we used to refine our waste wax   
 

• 1000-watt microwave (lower or higher wattage will require an 

adjustment to the heating time).  The microwave pictured was 

purchased on eBay for $27.00 

• 2 x microwave-safe jugs ($2.50 each from Aldi)  

• 2 x metal strainers ($10.00 each) 

• takeaway food containers for the first wax mould 

• stockings for straining the hot wax (Chux cloths work too) 

• silicone mould for second mould ($12.00) 

 
STEPS TO REFINING WAX  

 
FILL a jug with waste wax.  There’s no need to wash the honey out first 

INSERT strainer into the stocking.  

 

PLACE jug with waste wax in the microwave for 

10 minutes on high, or until wax mixture has 

melted. 

 

POUR it slowly into your first wax mould 

(takeaway containers) through the strainer and stocking.  

CAUTION WAX MIXTURE WILL BE HOT 

The mixture will separate, with the wax floating 
above a layer of slum gum, and with the liquid 

honey on the bottom.  
Note:  you can speed up the process by placing 

the container in the fridge but this can be messy. 
 
DISCARD the foreign matter caught in the 
strainer. If using an old stocking, just slip it off 
the strainer and throw it away. 

 

ALLOW wax mixture to completely cool.  

POP the wax blocks out of the takeaway 

containers. 

WASH wax thoroughly to remove the honey 

sticking to the underside 

 
PLACE clean and dry wax blocks into a clean 
microwave-proof jug.  
MICROWAVE on high for 10 minutes.  
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POUR the hot wax slowly into the silicone mould, 
again through a clean strainer and stocking   

CAUTION: THE WAX MIXTURE WILL BE HOT 

There may be sediment in the bottom of the jug: 
to ensure your wax blocks remain clean, take care 
not to pour the sediment into the mould. 
 
ALLOW the wax to cool.  Then POP it out of the 
mould. 

 
Note: If you choose to melt your wax this way, for competition you may need a larger capacity jug to melt enough 
wax to form a block the size outlined in the rules. 
 

Even though we didn’t worry about it, some beekeepers suggest that you aim to reclaim the honey. With this 
method, however, the honey is overheated, darkened and not suitable for sale.  Microwaves heat water 
molecules and, as there is more water in honey than the wax, the honey is heated first. The honey is 
momentarily heated to much greater than 60 Celsius. Hot honey pools at the bottom of the bowl and 
eventually heats the wax by conduction/radiation. 

Need beekeeping advice? Our experts can help   

 

THE ABA has set up a service to help beekeepers get answers to their beekeeping 
queries – particularly if you live in an area without easy access to face-to-face club 
meetings, a mentor or practical field days.  
 
It’s easy: you just log on to the beekeepers.asn.au website, 

select RESOURCES from the drop down 
menu, and then click on the 

heading 
RESOURCES FOR 
BEEKEEPERS.  
Here you will find a 

simple form where 
you can log your 

query, leave your 
contact details and 

indicate if you have 
asked anyone at your 

club to help first. 
 

Your question and details 
will be sent to our volunteer 

panel of experienced 
beekeepers and, if they can 

help, one will get back to you.  
 

The resources section of the website is also where you’ll find 
links to essential documents such as the Biosecurity Manual 
and Code of Practice, and easy ways to access quality 
information.  
 
Keep checking back as we add new material over coming 
months. 

 

 

 

 

NEW SYDNEY BEE SHOP 

Our new beekeeping shop in Matraville  

stocks most gear for the hobby beekeeper,  

offering Australian made or assembled equipment 

where possible. We’ve personally tested all our gear 

and only stock products we’d use ourselves.  

Save time – order online for instore pick-up  

or we can deliver ($10 to Sydney metro.) 

ABA members: use discount code ABA 1612 

shop.theurbanbeehive.com.au 

Unit 21, 19 McCauley Street, Matraville 2036 
Phone 02 9232 5600 

Open Fri 10 – 5 Sat 10 - 4 
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Calling for overseas honey samples  
A PhD student working on ways to protect the Australian honey 
market from fraudulent mislabelling is asking ABA members for help 

Australian honey has a well-deserved reputation globally as being ‘clean and 
green’ but each time a product is discovered on shelves that has been 
knowingly or mistakenly contaminated with overseas ingredients, that 
reputation risks serious damage.  

Xiaoteng Zhou, a PhD student at Macquarie University is working to develop 
a method that will distinguish Australian honey from other sources. 

Working with the National Measurement Institute in North Ryde, she is 
sending honey samples to the lab for carbon and nitrogen stable isotopic 
analysis to provide information on geographic origins. 

This type of analysis has not been used for honey before in Australia but has 
been used to check the origins of dairy products.  

Xiaoteng has been collecting a wide range of Australian honey samples for 
analysis, but now needs additional overseas samples for comparison.  She 
wonders if some committed honey fans out there have sourced international 
honeys on their travels – and be prepared to share a small sample for science.  

She requires some proof of origin and about 20 ml of honey for testing.  

If you can help in this important work – or know of someone else or an organisation who has access to 
overseas honey – please contact xiaoteng.zhou@students.mq.edu.au 

          ABA Council Meeting: 
Nowra, August 6  
Our next meeting is hosted by the Shoalhaven 
Beekeepers Association. The meeting will kick off 
at 9.30 am with forum where members can ask 
questions of the executive. This will be great 
opportunity to meet the new ABA president and 
treasurer and find out what the ABA has been 
doing to support beekeepers across the state. The 
regular council meeting will follow the forum.  
Issues on the agenda include:  

• change in ABA President 

• new Biosecurity Act and its regulations 

• beekeeping registration and ABA 

recommendations 

• 2018 ABA conference 

• possible changes to ABA insurance 

• standards for amateur extraction and honey 

packing facilities  

VENUE: The West Street Community Centre, 

28 West St (Cnr West/Worrigee St), Nowra 

MEETING OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS FROM 
ALL CLUBS  
Shoalhaven Beekeepers will be providing an 
excellent BBQ lunch – all welcome! 

mailto:xiaoteng.zhou@students.mq.edu.au
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HISTORY IN FULL COLOUR 
After a story in a previous issue of The Amateur Beekeeper revealed the new 
ABA logo and mentioned the ‘hazy’ details we had about the origins of the 
former logo, Ian Phillips of Illawarra Beekeepers contacted us with some more 
background to the ‘classic’ bee-in-a-hexagon 
 

Ian explains that the original logo was painted by ABA past president and life 
member Milton Parry. The original artwork is currently displayed at the 
Illawarra headquarters, where Milton was very active. The profile of a bee 
spilling over a yellow 
hexagonal cell originally 
had the ABA lettering on 

a blue background. This was later modified to green.  

And the reason the logo was, for many years, 
reproduced in one colour? “Pre online publishing, the 
mailed out newsletters were traditionally printed black 
on yellow paper,” explains Ian. “Accordingly colours of 
any images became lost.” (Or maybe with black and 
yellow, it had all the colours it ever really needed!) 

 Jim Wright, who is writing the ABA history, now has all this extra information. Thanks Ian! 

HIVE HINTS with Frank Karabaic 
This issue: Frank’s method for assembling a hive 

Hive parts should be ordered from a reputable supplier.   

My preference is for hoop pine or clinker pine. Components usually come in a flat pack ready for assembly. 
Joints may be dovetailed or rabbeted.  I treat all components with copper naphthenate preservative before 
assembly.  They can be dipped or brushed.  

To make the hive body, I use 2 ½ inch, flat-head, galvanised nails.  I 
predrill the hole for every nail.  I also use Bondcrete glue as it has 
flexibility.  Some people use screws but I disagree with this method.  
Make sure the box is square by measuring from corner to corner.   

To assemble the bottom board, separate from the body, I nail the cleats 
underneath on both narrow ends using 1 ½ inch, flat head, galvanised 
nails plus glue – four nails per cleat. Risers should be attached on three 
sides of the upper surface of the board using ¾ inch galvanised nails and 
glue – three per riser.  The bottom board can be attached to the hive 
body or left loose.  I never use glue so it can be separated if needed.   

Now we come to the lid.  Rims now usually come without vent holes. I 
prefer vents so I drill 2 x 1 inch holes on each end before putting the rim 
together. The holes are covered in mesh wire or perforated metal. 

Now I put the four pieces of rim together using small galvanised nails 
and glue, and then I make sure it is square.  A sheet of Masonite or 
other material is now nailed and glued to the top of the rim.   

Before covering with the metal lid, I put a stack of newspaper (local 
paper size ) on for insulation.  Punch two holes on each side of the metal 
cover.  Now place the metal over all, pressing down and nailing to the 
rim.  Hammer the metal corners tight. 

When the copper naphthenate has thoroughly dried, all can be painted. 
Love those bees! 

CELEBRATE OUR HERITAGE 

Special commemorative  
ABA spoons and badges  

are still available with the old-style logo  

Click SHOP on  

 

Bee Facts 
A worker bee lives for  
. . . 800 kilometres  
 
A foraging bee doesn’t age so 
much as wear out. And 800 
kilometres is about as far as 
the energy stores in its wing 
muscles can last before they 
are spent.  

In quieter times of the year, 
that means a worker can 
thrive for a month; in busier 
times, it may be just four or 
five days before the bee is 
well and truly exhausted.    

See: The Biology of the Honey Bee 
by Mark Winston 
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Department of Primary Industries       
Report from Rod Bourke,       
NSW Bee Biosecurity Officer  
Most of you have probably been happy to see that your bees are 
becoming a bit more active as they start getting their queens back 
into gear - they have noted the days are getting slightly longer (but 
maybe not warmer yet!). Another important event that’s occurred 
is as of July 1 – NSW has new regulations to govern beekeeping. 
 
The DPI will be providing information about the changes in the coming 
months. The main topic that I want to discuss here is the Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Code of Practice, developed to address long term 
issues faced by the industry.  
 
A basic breakdown of the code 

1. Beekeepers MUST be registered 

2. Beekeepers MUST report Notifiable Diseases 

3. Hives MUST be regularly inspected for significant pests & diseases 

4. Beekeepers MUST control or eradicate pests & diseases & MUST manage weak hives 

5. Beekeepers MUST maintain records of biosecurity-related actions & observations 

6. Hives MUST be appropriately constructed & branded 

7. Beekeepers MUST NOT allow hives or appliances to become exposed or neglected 

8. Beekeepers MUST allow their operation to be assessed 

Additional requirements for beekeepers who manage 50 or more 
hives 

9. Beekeepers MUST demonstrate a minimum level of 

knowledge of pests and disease identification and 

management 

10. Beekeepers MUST have honey tested annually for 

American foul brood 

11. Additional information must be provided annually 

Further to this, the Code recommends that all beekeepers should 
12. Identify their apiary sites 

13. Maintain a barrier system of hive management 

A lot of these conditions are nothing new and are already routinely practiced by most beekeepers. Many other 
agriculture and aquaculture industries have operated successfully under far greater compliance requirements 
for decades, so once everything is put into perspective you can see that the Code is quite fair, somewhat 
flexible and not overly onerous. 

Unfortunately, there are some beekeepers out there that are not following the basic conditions set out in the 
code (including even being registered!), and generally they are having a negative impact on the vast majority of 
other responsible beekeepers who are doing everything right. These “uncompliant” operators will need to put 
in some extra work so that their operations reach the minimum standards required, or they will probably find it 
increasingly hard to stay within the industry.  

If you want to keep bees you should understand that there are certain requirements and obligations that you 
need to abide by (just like keeping dangerous dogs or driving a car, truck or forklift etc.), and if you cannot 
meet those standards then perhaps you should not be doing it! 

To fulfill the requirement of the 
code (point 9), an online 

Biosecurity for Beekeepers course 
is available free to commercial 
beekeepers with more than 50 

hives. (Tokens available through 
Rod Bourke). Amateurs can sign 
up to the online course for $20.  

honeybee.canopihr.com.au 
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Whilst amateur beekeepers do not rely on their bees to provide them with an income to the same extent that  

management saves them a lot of time and potentially grief in the long run.  

In all situations for both commercial and amateur beekeepers it comes down to how much time you can afford 
to allocate to managing each individual hive. If you don’t have enough 
time to work each hive thoroughly then ask yourself if perhaps you may 
have too many hives?  

In talks with successful commercial beekeepers in NSW it is clear to see 
that brood inspections are a normal part of their seasonal beekeeping and 
can occur quite frequently. Every spring there is AT LEAST one full brood 
inspection where EVERY FRAME in the brood box has the bees shaken off 
and the frame THOROUGHLY INSPECTED. It is not uncommon that just one 
cell of AFB is found in a hive during a thorough brood inspection and as a 
result, that hive is removed from the operation. They clearly understand 
and accept that one cell of AFB is ONE CELL too many. That hive must be 
quickly removed as if left there it will become a far bigger problem and 
may infect other hives. 

Some hives may get four to six brood inspections before Christmas and generally all hives get at least one or 
two more inspections before closing them down for winter. Not all these inspections require every frame to be 
looked at and all bees to be shaken off, but if hives are not doing very well then they should get this full brood 
inspection treatment.   

Keep good records of your hive work and you will be fulfilling one of the very important parts of the Code. 
These records may be vital for investigating/managing/eradicating disease or pest outbreaks. It may be one of 
the most challenging parts of the Code for some beekeepers, but it should be looked at as a priority area to 
master. 

At the end of the day the message of the Code is simple and honest: if you manage your bees to a high 
standard then you will have better and more consistent hives and reap better honey crops; if you neglect this 
responsibility you may unfairly impact or severely damage the businesses of other beekeepers, and do harm to 
the industry and the community.  

rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

Around the clubs: Nepean 
Nepean Beekeepers president Eddie Sijnstra shares details of how the club has used recent ABA 
grants (and his expectations for the club’s experiments with a ‘People’s Hive’) 
 

Firstly we purchased a basic NEC projector with a built-in speaker system. It’s good for an audience 
below about 50. (Suitability also depends on room acoustics.) 

Secondly we purchased a HP notebook to replace the old Lenovo. With the projector, it’s used at our 
monthly meetings to give presentations built around a topic of choice and relevance to the season. 
We can also use it for outside groups who ask for a speaker to enlighten their members about 
beekeeping. These are till now: gardening, View, Probus, Guides and Scouting clubs. Maybe the 
agricultural high school, where we meet, will take us up on the offer to provide an educational talk 
along with a slide show!  

Thirdly, we acquired a Warré hive. In my opinion, this will prove that the volumetric space for the 
bees is not optimal. Yes, it can be supered as does Langstroth, but the chimney effect is not working 
to the bee’s advantage as the stack grows and the population increases. It also demonstrates the 
usefulness of using standardized equipment instead of antiquated sizes written up for good reasons 
at the time, which really should have been shelved permanently as time moved on. Many shapes and 
sizes have been used over the ages, but does this mean we should go back to clay pipe hives for 
instance?    (EDITOR: WE LOOK FORWARD TO LIVELY CORRESPONDENCE ON THE TOPIC FROM ABA MEMBERS!) 

Rod says:  
Don’t forget to update 
your hive numbers when 
you re-register every 2 
years, and notify the DPI 
whenever you sell or 
dispose of any hives 

mailto:rod.bourke@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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The Inveterate Inventor vs Crystallising Honey 
If you are constantly waging war against honey harvests that turn grainy, heed these 
cautionary tales  
 

THOSE DRUMS of honey in the Inveterate Inventor’s garage have candied. This should be no surprise since the 
drums have been standing on a garage floor over the winter and honey candies best when the temperature 
ranges through 14° to 17°C. 

Candied honey can be converted back to liquid by warming it, though there are isolated exceptions where 
candied honey can be very resistant to liquefaction through heat. 

One method of heating involves standing the honey drum or jars in a bath of warm water. Old electric heated 
“coppers” are quite popular for this. They have quite powerful heating elements and will raise the 
temperature of 20 litres of water quite quickly. 

And now for the cautionary tales. 

Failing short-term memories can be a problem. Turning the copper on with the pail of candied honey inside to 
be gently warmed by the water and then forgetting about it produces disastrous effects. 

The Inveterate Inventor knows of two cases where the copper was left unattended. In one case the only part 
of the water, honey pail and honey left in the copper was the wire handle. Water boiled away. Honey burnt to 
ash and smoke. And plastic melted and burnt. Yes – only the wire handle remained, along with a house that 
needed all carpets, curtains and soft furnishings replaced. 

A copper full of water is not that stable. Tipping it over when full of near boiling water is a danger to say the 
least. At least one beekeeper I know of has suffered serious leg burns this way. 

Putting a honey drum with a gate into water does invite some water 
leakage into the pail via the gate. Most people-in-the-know do not 
recommend honey drums with gates in hot water baths for that 
reason. 

 

The image here shows a copper with a honey drum in the hot 
water. The legs of the copper have been shortened to make it 

more stable. A thermostat is in place to prevent the water 
becoming too hot and potentially boiling away leaving the 

plastic drum on the heating element. 

The sensor is connected to a length of aluminium bar folded 
over the lip of the copper. The bar extends into the water 
inside the boiler. This avoids the thermostat being placed 

directly into the hot water. 
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ABA Club contacts 
To join a club, go to beekeepers.asn.au and click APPLY TO JOIN. Applications are forwarded to individual clubs 
for approval 
 

Club Contact Email address 

Bathurst Mary Keys secretary@bathurstbeekeepers.org.au  

Bega Valley Suellen O’Brien begavalley.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Central Coast Max Rae secretary@centralcoastbees.org  

Goulburn District Lee Towle secretary@goulburnbeekeepers.asn.au  

Hawkesbury Sheila Stokes hawkesbury.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Hunter Valley Linda Winn pclawinn@bigpond.net.au 

Illawarra Geoff Henning lincres@ozemail.com.au  

Inner West Mel Barrs melbarrs@hotmail.com 

Macarthur Anna Grocholsky secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au 

Manning Valley Vicki Grace covenanttreasures@msn.com  

Mid North Coast Philip Jury midnorthcoast.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Mudgee Claudia Wythes claudia.wythes@watershedlandcare.com.au 

Nepean Sheila Stokes secretary@nepeanbeekeepers.com  

Northern Beaches Paul Hoskinson northernbeaches.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Northern Rivers Sally McMahon sallyandkids13@gmail.com 

Parramatta Robyn Alderton parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com  

Shoalhaven Tim Haddad shoalhavenbeekeepers@gmail.com  

Southern Highlands Jim Stonier jwstonier@bigpond.com 

Sydney Central Lisa Blythe secretary@sydneybeeclub.org.au  

Yass and District Linda Swadling yass@beekeepers.asn.au 

USEFUL RESOURCES 
Form to report AFB – or suspected AFB – within 24 hours of discovery 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/220700/AFB-traceback-form.pdf 
 

The new mandatory Beekeeping Code of Practice  
 https://goo.gl/fBjTZt 
 

Biosecurity manual for beekeepers 
http://beeaware.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Biosecurity-Manual-for-Beekeepers.pdf 
 

Forms to help with record keeping 
http://beeaware.org.au/code-of-practice/record-keeping/ 
 

Apiary sign to identify beekeeper 
http://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Honey-Bee-biosecurity-sign.pdf   
 

Forms to report nuisance bees, abandoned hives, neglected or diseased apiaries 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/690014/Report-of-honeybees-creating-a-nuisance.pdf 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/116971/Advice-of-abandoned-hives-form.pdf 

mailto:secretary@bathurstbeekeepers.org.au
mailto:secretary@begavalleybeeclub.org.au
mailto:mx_rae@yahoo.com.au
mailto:secretary@goulburnbeekeepers.asn.au
mailto:hawkesbury.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
mailto:pclawinn@bigpond.net.au
mailto:lincres@ozemail.com.au
mailto:melbarrs@hotmail.com
mailto:secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au
mailto:covenanttreasures@msn.com
mailto:pdsbml@bigpond.com
mailto:secretary@nepeanbeekeepers.com
mailto:parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com
mailto:shoalhavenbeekeepers@gmail.com
mailto:jwstonier@bigpond.com
mailto:secretary@sydneybeeclub.org.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/220700/AFB-traceback-form.pdf
https://goo.gl/fBjTZt
http://beeaware.org.au/code-of-practice/record-keeping/
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Beekeeper Registration 
Change of Details Form 

INT13/77533, version 3, September 2013 1 of 1 

 
This form may be used by beekeepers to notify a change of their registration details. The form should be completed and 
submitted as soon as possible after a change of registration details has occurred. This will ensure any correspondence 
such as a ‘Renewal Notice’ is sent to the correct name, mailing address and has the correct licence fees. Please print the 
form, complete all sections, sign and date the form and return it to the address shown at the bottom of this form.  
 
GLS licence number: Expiry date: 

 
New details 
Last name: First name: 

 

Date of birth: 

Business, company or trading name: 
 

Residential or business address: 
 

Post Code: 
 

Postal address: 
 
 

Post Code: 
 

Contact telephone numbers (include area code) 
 
Home:                                              Business:    Mobile:  

Email address: 
 

Full names of associates or partners (if applicable): 

 

 

Licence class (tick appropriate box): 

❏ Business  ❏ Recreational  ❏ Concession  (concession card details required) 

       Concession Type ______________________________ 
       Card Number:      _____________________ 
       ExpiryDate:          ___ / ___ / ___ 

 
Please sign and date this form. 
Signature: 
 

Date:  

 
Please send this form to: 
Beekeeper Registration Unit, NSW Department of Primary Industries, PO Box 108 Gloucester 
NSW 2422, Fax 02 6558 2554 
 
Privacy notice: The NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) is collecting the information in this form for the 
purposes of the Apiaries Act 1985. The information may also be used for the purposes of managing diseases, pests and 
chemical residues in bees or apiary products; managing nuisance bees; determining the ownership of beehives; assisting 
development of the apiary and pollination industries; or as otherwise required by law. Access to your personal information 
by other persons is only permitted where the information will be used for these purposes; it will not be used for marketing 
purposes. You may access or correct your personal information by contacting NSW DPI. 
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