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 ABA FIELD DAY BONANZA 
	

It’s	no	exaggeration	to	report	that	the	ABA	Field	Day	at	
Pittwater	High	School	was	the	most	successful	ever,	with	
hundreds	of	beekeepers	and	interested	visitors	grabbing	
prime	spots	to	watch	the	presentations	or	browse	the	variety	
of	stalls.		

Here’s	an	account	of	the	day	from	Parramatta’s	Bill	Dick	
If	you	were	looking	for	an	agricultural	adventure	on	October	9	then	
Pittwater	Agricultural	High	School	was	the	place	to	be.	School	teachers,	

students	and	parents	were	there	in	force	to	make	sure	the	ABA	was	well	
supplied	with	anything	they	may	have	needed	to	make	the	event	a	success.	
When	you	threw	in	a	beautiful	sunny	day,	you	could	not	have	wished	for	a	better	
setting.	

If	you	arrived	a	bit	early	you	could	indulge	in	a	bacon	and	free-range-egg	
sandwich	with	a	drink	tossed	in	for	good	measure.	The	free-range	eggs	were,	of	
course,	from	the	laying	hens	at	the	school.	

By	lunchtime	there	were	about	350	people	wandering	around,	taking	in	the	
events	and	advice	that	was	readily	on	hand.	Or	queuing	up	for	a	sausage	and	
free-range-egg	sandwich.	For	a	short	while	there	was	a	slowdown	in	the	supply	
of	eggs	while	the	chooks	had	a	bit	of	a	rest.	Those	poor	chooks	were	flat	out	all	
day.	The	rest	of	us	were	very	relaxed.	

The	main	hall	was	reserved	for	talks.	Hayley	Pragert	spoke	on	biosecurity	and	the	perils	of	beekeeping	.	She	outlined	
the	present	diseases	and	insect	infestations	we	have	in	bees	in	Australia.	Hayley	
also	spoke	of	the	dreaded	Varroa	mite	that	is	knocking	on	our	door.	

On	a	lighter	note,	Dr	Megan	Halcroft	gave	a	most	interesting	talk	on	native	bees.	

Within	a	short	walk,	and	not	too	far	away	from	the	main	hall,	I	saw	a	large	group	
of	people.	Curiosity	got	the	better	of	me	and	I	joined	them	to	see	what	was	going	
on.	

In	front	of	the	crowd	was	Arthur	Garske	from	the	Parramatta	branch,	sleeves	
rolled	up,	bare	headed,	holding	a	frame	of	bees	in	his	hand,	with	bees	in	flight	

around	him.	Arthur	makes	the	art	of	beekeeping	look	so	easy.	Some	of	the	observers	soaking	up	Arthur’s	knowledge	
were	positioned	some	distance	back.	They	either	had	very	good	hearing	or	were	not	too	sure	about	the	bees.	If	the	
bees	were	not	biting	Arthur,	who	else	might	they	choose?	

A	few	metres	away	from	Arthur’s	demonstration	another	group	was	crowded	around	Sheryl	McIntosh,	also	from	the	
Parramatta	branch.	Sheryl	is	also	an	experienced	beekeeper	and	well-known	identity	in	the	world	of	beekeeping.	I	was	
not	too	sure	if	Sheryl	had	stuck	her	bees	to	the	beeswax	foundation	with	something	like	flypaper	or	whether	the	bees	
had	been	given	a	good	dose	of	sugar	and	water	before	her	presentation.	Whatever	the	
reason,	the	bees	did	not	want	to	fly	off	the	beeswax	foundation	and	the	more	
adventurous	crowded	round	to	take	a	closer	look.	

After	leaving	Sheryl,	Arthur	and	the	bees,	I	walked	back	to	the	main	hall	via	an		
information	centre	with	beekeepers	from	different	branches	answering	questions	
about	bees	and	beekeeping.		

Max	Rae,	Peter	Clarke	and	Jackie	Clarke	from	the	Central	
Coast	branch	were	demonstrating	how	to	make	frames	and	boxes.	Max	reported	answering	
many	questions	from	new	beekeepers	and	those	who	were	thinking	about	taking	up	
beekeeping.	

Next	I	found	Eddie	Sijnstra	and	Alicia	Philbey	from	the	Nepean	and	Hawkesbury	branches	
offering	honey	tasting	and	selling	honey.	They	had	the	sweetest	job	of	the	day.	

Further	along	the	line	was	the	Macarthur	branch.	Caroline	Clatworthy,	Miskell	Hampton,	Torsten	and	Ricarda	
Englehart	and	Greg	Bran	were	all	hard	at	work.	If	you	wanted	a	bee-friendly	flower	seed	in	a	pot	you	were	at	the	right	
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stand.	But	there	was	something	else	they	had	that	was	attracting	people	to	their	stand.	I	managed	to	take	a	peek	from	
the	back	of	the	crowd	to	see	what	it	was	all	about.	

You	guessed	in	one:	a	Flow	Hive.		

While	I	was	watching,	the	Flow	Hive	was	dismantled	and	put	together	several	times	and,	from	my	observation,	the	
Macarthur	branch	had	done	its	homework	before	the	event.	

I	was	hoping	to	take	a	photograph	of	the	hive	and	the	Macarthur	experts	hard	at	work	and	waited	for	the	crowd	to	
disperse.	Unfortunately,	there	never	seemed	a	let	up	in	the	interest.	

I	waited	a	bit	longer,	then	who	should	appear?	None	other	than	Stuart	Anderson,	the	father	of	Cedar,	and	co-inventor	
of	the	Flow	Hive,	and	that	was	the	end	of	any	chance	of	a	photo	of	work	by	the	Macarthur	branch.	I	could	not	help	
likening	the	scene	to	bees	round	a	honey	jar.	

Next	I	found	a	display	of	handmade	native	bee	houses	that	Megan	had	made.	

After	lunch	we	all	assembled	in	the	main	hall	to	await	Stuart	Anderson.	At	the	back	of	the	hall,	Lamorna	Osborne	and	
her	team	from	the	Illawarra	branch	had	set	up	an	information	and	bee	book	centre.	

Stuart	spoke	of	how	he	and	Cedar	had	developed	the	Flow	Hive	over	10	years	and	how	news	of	their	invention	went	
viral	here	and	overseas.	Eighty	per	cent	of	orders	came	from	America	and	so	it	was	decided	to	make	the	boxes	in	
America.	The	honey	frames	are	made	in	Australia.	Stuart	gave	a	most	interesting	presentation	and	talk.	You	could	hear	
a	pin	drop.	

ABA	secretary	Dave	Wilson	spoke	briefly	about	the	importance	of	the	ABA	and	the	associated	bee	club	branches.	

And	just	when	you	thought	it	was	all	over,	who	should	walk	in	but	two	of	the	teachers	from	Pittwater	High	and	
presented	Stuart	with	two	dozen	free-range	eggs.	

Those	chooks	must	be	congratulated	along	with	everyone	else	for	their	contribution	to	make	a	perfect	day.	

You	might	ask	who	organised	the	day?	It	was	Doug	Purdie	from	the	Sydney	Central	branch.	

	

	

HISTORY	OF	THE	ABA	CAN	YOU	HELP?	
Jim	Wright,	a	life	member	of	the	association,	has	generously	offered	to	record	the	history	of	
the	ABA.	Jim	would	particularly	like	to	speak	with	members	who	have	memories	of	the	ABA	in	
its	early	decades.		
He	will	be	visiting	Sydney	soon	to	meet	up	with	members	who	can	help.		If	you	have	any	
documents	or	knowledge	of	ABA	history,	please	contact	Jim	on	jwr81149@bigpond.net.au	
	

And then 
there was 
Tocal…. 
Hot	on	the	heels	of	the	ABA	
Day	at	Pittwater,	beekeepers	
both	new	and	experienced	
found	much	to	delight	
themselves	at	the	Tocal	Field	
Day,	organised	with	the	
Hunter	Valley	Club.	Another	
day	of	record	crowds	and	
eager	participants!	
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BEEKEEPING	ESSENTIALS			
	with	Doug	Somerville	

	

THE	THREE	ELEMENTS	TO	SUCCESS	

Whether	you	own	one	hive	or	one	thousand	hives,	you	
need	to	focus	on	three	essential	elements	to	ensure	
your	beekeeping	is	as	successful	as	it	can	be:	

• the	quality	of	the	queen	bee	and	her	progeny,	
• your	biosecurity	plan,	so	you	are	familiar	with	pests	and	diseases	that	affect	bee	hives	and	know	what	

to	do	to	keep	them	under	control,		
• being	conscious	that	honey	bees	are	living	animals	and	therefore	they	need	food	and	water.		

Limitations	on	food	and	water	can	cause	problems	for	the	bees	and,	in	some	cases,	for	people.	

	

PART	ONE	

THE QUEEN BEE  
	

When	the	queen	hatches,	she	soon	mates	with	many	drones	–	up	to	
two	or	three	dozen	–	and	stores	sufficient	sperm	in	her	spermatheca	to	
last	the	rest	of	her	productive	life.		The	DNA	of	the	drones	that	she	
mates	with	combines	with	her	DNA	to	create	the	offspring,	the	worker	
bees.		The	worker	bees	may	exhibit	different	traits	such	as	colour,	
docility,	disease	resistance,	honey-gathering	potential	and	a	whole	range	of	other	traits	that	are	also	selectable	in	a	
queen	breeding	program.		Not	all	honey	bee	colonies	are	the	same	when	it	comes	to	all	characteristics.			

As	a	beekeeper,	it	is	important	to	maintain	a	colony	that	demonstrates	reasonable	docility	in	its	behavior	when	the	
hive	is	opened	and	people	are	moving	around	that	location.		It	seems	very	silly,	not	to	mention	dangerous,	to	keep	a	
colony	of	bees,	where	the	bees	are	extremely	aggressive	every	time	you	go	and	interfere	with	that	colony.		An	
overriding	trigger	to	re-queen	a	colony	is	its	aggressiveness.			

From	a	productivity	perspective,	honey-gathering	is	the	primary	focus.	Pest	and	disease	tolerance	or	resistance	is	a	
major	point	of	stock	selection.		This	is	important	to	commercial	beekeepers	but	can	also	be	important	to	recreational	
beekeepers.		A	young	queen	(less	than	12	months	old)	will	generally	be	more	productive	than	an	older	queen	(greater	
than	12	months	old).	

When	to	re-queen?	

Ideally,	whenever	there	is	a	need,	but	in	a	commercial	setting	re-queening	every	12	months	has	become	regular	
practice.	Primarily	this	is	because	the	queen	has	a	limited	life	based	on	her	ability	to	lay	fertile	eggs.		As	stated,	the	
queen	mates	with	a	defined	number	of	drones	at	the	beginning	of	her	productive	life	and	that	is	it	–	she	does	not	
mate	again	for	the	rest	of	her	life.	So	she	has	a	finite	number	of	fertilised	eggs	that	she	can	lay.	

In	the	commercial	setting,	hives	are	transported	around	the	country	to	take	advantage	of	major	flowering	events.		In	
so	doing,	the	queen	continues	to	be	stimulated	to	lay	eggs.		Therefore	a	queen	in	a	commercial	beekeeping	operation	
is	not	likely	to	have	the	same	life	expectancy	as	a	queen	occupying	a	hive	in	a	stationary	position	12	months	of	the	
year.		A	rule-of-thumb	would	be	to	replace	queens	in	commercial	hives	every	12	months	and	queens	in	recreational	
hives	perhaps	every	couple	of	years	–	or	on	a	needs	basis	when	individual	colonies	aren’t	producing	as	much	honey	
compared	to	the	neighbouring	hive.		Certainly	I	recommend	that	you	re-queen	a	hive	when	the	colony	becomes	
particularly	aggressive.	
FURTHER	INFORMANTION	www.dpi.nsw.gov.au	

• Buying	queen	bees,	Primefact	896	

THE	THREE	ELEMENTS	OF	SUCCESS:	LOOK	OUT	FOR	PARTS	TWO	AND	THREE	IN	FUTURE	ISSUES	

Doug	Somerville	is	the	Department	of	
Primary	Industries’	Technical	Specialist:	
Honey	Bees,	based	at	Goulburn	
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ONLINE MEMBERSHIP 
THE NEW SYSTEM IS LIVE!	 
	

It’s	been	a	mammoth	effort	to	establish	our	new	
online	membership	system.	Heartfelt	thanks	go	to	
Sheila	Stokes	for	managing	a	project	that	became	
ever	more	complicated	at	each	turn.	(At	a	
conservative	estimate,	Sheila	spent	at	least	500	hours	
of	her	own	time	and	IT	expertise	understanding	the	
rules	of	18	individual	clubs,	identifying	a	new	system,	
testing	and	then	implementing	it.)	

Members	received	emails	about	the	system	in	early	
November.	And	for	the	majority	it’s	been	simple	to	log	on	and	pay	fees	and	insurance	
premiums.		But	for	some,	we	acknowledge	the	minor	to	serious	teething	troubles.	We	apologise	
for	this	and	can	assure	everyone	we	are	working	to	iron	out	problems	or	provide	answers.	

If	you’ve	paid	your	2017	fees,	thank	you!		We	hope	you’ll	find	these	FAQs	helpful,	whether	you	
are	an	enthusiastic	convert	or	still	struggling.	

“Why	has	the	ABA	changed	the	way	members	join	or	renew?	I	liked	the	old	system.”	

The	old	system	relied	on	each	club	collecting	up	to	150	names,	details	and	fees	and	then	transferring	these	to	the	ABA	
where	money	was	banked	and	details	hand-entered	into	a	database.	This	system	was	fine	a	decade	ago	when	five	
clubs	had,	all	up,	200	members.	Now,	with	18	clubs	and	1400	members,	it	was	failing	fast.	Of	particular	worry	was	
when	ABA	data	and	club	records	didn’t	match.	On	occasion,	we	had	people	who,	on	the	ABA	records,	had	no	personal	
beekeeping	insurance	but	were	adamant	they	had	paid	for	insurance.	The	potential	for	disaster	was	obvious.	

The	minutes	of	various	council	meetings	track	the	progress	of	Sheila	Stokes,	the	ABA’s	IT	Officer,	to	find	a	suitable	new	
system.	Eventually	PaySubs	Online	was	selected	as	the	best	–	but	not	perfect	–	match	with	club	needs.	The	ABA	voted	
to	use	this	system	at	the	recent	council	meeting	at	Bega.		

	“I	can’t	log	in”	

This	system	uses	the	email	address	you	gave	the	ABA	when	you	joined	or	last	
updated	your	records.	Still	having	trouble?	Check	the	simple	set	of	instructions	
you	can	get	from	your	club	membership	officer.	(See	panel,	right)	

“I	paid	with	my	credit	card	and	was	charged	an	“overseas	
exchange”	charge.	I’m	annoyed.”	

Some	Australian	banks	are	charging	an	“overseas	exchange”	fee	on	credit	card	
transactions	going	through	PaySubs	(a	UK-based	merchant).	This	did	not	show	
up	during	testing.	The	ABA	is	talking	with	PaySubs	about	a	fix.	For	the	
moment,	we	recommend	members	pay	with	a	PayPal	account	if	they	can.	PayPal	applies	no	extra	charges.		

“My	friend	joined	the	ABA	but	did	not	pay	a	club	fee.	What’s	going	on?”	

Many	–	but	not	all	--	clubs	charge	a	local	club	fee	in	addition	to	the	state-wide	ABA	membership	fee.	Some	members	
were	confused	by	this	when	they	paid	online.	The	ABA	is	discussing	changes	with	PaySubs	so	the	form	is	clearer	in	
future.	Meanwhile,	anyone	who	part-paid	in	error	can,	and	should,	log	back	in	to	pay	their	balance.	

Club	Membership	Officers	
can	be	contacted	directly	via	
new	email	addresses	
(Clubname).membership
@beekeepers.asn.au	
For	example,	a	Parramatta	
club	member	would	type	
parramatta.membership
@beekeepers.asn.au	
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“Why	did	the	email	about	club	fees	come	signed	by	the	
local	Club	Secretary	if	the	system	has	been	
centralised?”	

Club	fees	are	set	by	the	local	club,	not	the	ABA.	We	sought	to	
make	it	simple	for	members	to	see	the	distinction	and	to	have	a	
direct	contact	if	they	had	any	queries.	The	ABA	spent	a	long	time	
confirming	each	club’s	membership	rules	and	fee	structures.	
Typically	that	involved	back	and	forth	between	the	Club	Secretary	
and	the	ABA	to	understand	the	local	situation.	The	Club	Secretary	
is	the	person	responsible	for	the	club	fees	as	presented	on	the	
email.		

“What’s	the	role	of	Club	Membership	Officers	now?”	

Membership	Officers	can	log	on	to	see	details	of	all	members	of	
their	club.	They	can	pay	and	update	details	on	behalf	of	members	
who	need	assistance.	They	can	extract	member	lists	and	
summaries	of	payments.	They	also	receive	notification	of	people	
wishing	to	join	the	club.	

“What	about	members	with	no	email	address?”		

Club	Membership	Officers	can	identify	the	“no	email	account”	
members	from	personal	knowledge	and	let	them	know	a	new	
system	is	in	place.		

If	the	ABA	did	not	have	an	email	address	for	you	on	our	files,	
PaySubs	will	have	allocated	a	default	password	in	the	form	of	an	
email	address	at	PaySubs	for	you.	
The	Club	Membership	Officer	can	
look	that	up.	Then	you’ll	be	able	to	
log	in	and	pay,	or	ask	for	further	
assistance.		

“What	happens	if	I	try	to	
ignore	the	new	system?”	

Are	you	thinking	that	the	old	
system	will	return	if	you	wait	
patiently?	Unfortunately	for	you,	
the	old	system	is	no	more.	It	cannot	
be	revived.	It’s	up	to	either	you	or	
someone	who	can	assist	you	to	use	
the	new	system.	

Unless	there	is	a	pressing	reason,	
please	do	not	ask	the	Membership	
Officer	from	your	club	to	do	the	
work	you	could	and	should	do	
yourself.	

	“Why	wasn’t	I	consulted	
about	this	new	system?”	

The	process	to	identify	and	
implement	a	new	system	started	at	
the	2015	AGM	at	Parramatta.	This	

A	 special	 thank-you	 card	 to	 my	 email	
buddies	–	the	Club	Membership	Officers	
	
“I’ve	been	processing	ABA	member	details	since	
2007.	Over	that	time,	Club	Membership	Officers	
and	 I	 have	 been	 in	 constant	 contact.	 In	 some	
cases,	 it’s	 the	same	folks	doing	 their	 jobs	since	
2007.	Without	exception,	this	group	of	pleasant,	
cooperative	and	easy-going	people	 has	been	a	
joy	to	work	with.	Some	I	have	never	met,	but	 I	
feel	I	know	them	all.		
	
I	 suspect	 that	 many	 club	 members	 have	 no	
inkling	 of	 the	 workload	 of	 their	 Membership	
Cfficers.	However,	 I	certainly	do.	Without	 their	
commitment	 neither	 the	 ABA	 nor	 clubs	 could	
function	successfully.	
	
Let’s	 hope	 member	 renewals	 will	 be	 less	
demanding	 this	 year,	 as	 we	 steer	 individuals	
online.	And	for	all	of	us,	2016	will	go	down	as	the	
year	without	the	“all	members	to	me	by	25-Dec-
16”	 deadline	 and	 without	 the	 complexities	 of	
spreadsheet	calculations	to	get	money	transfers	
just	right.	
	
On	 a	 personal	 level,	 I	 will	 be	 particularly	
appreciative	of	the	time	between	December	25	
and	 January.	 That	 week	 of	 data	 entry	 is	 no	
more!”	

Cheers,		Dave	Wilson,	ABA	Secretary	

“WHAT	IS	HAPPENING	TO	THE	WEB-BASED	SWARM	SYSTEM?”	
	
The	new	public	“I	have	a	bee	swarm	problem”	web	page	will	be	ready	
soon.	It	will	draw	its	list	of	local	swarm	collectors	from	ABA	
membership	records	in	the	new	system.	Until	then,	members	of	the	
public	see	what	was	in	the	old	database	when	it	was	‘frozen’	on	
November	1.	The	data	is	in	many	cases	out	of	date	and	so	it	will	not	
be	pulled	into	the	new	system.		
	
To	be	ready	for	the	new	system,	update	your	swarm	collection	data	
now.	(Remember:	you	must	be	a	DPI	registered	beekeeper	first.)	

• Go	to	beekeepers.asn.au,	and	click	the	Sign	In	button	in	the	
top	right	corner.		

• If	you	have	not	used	the	new	membership	system	before,	
click	Click	here	to	create	your	password,	otherwise	sign	in	
with	your	email	address	and	password.	

• In	the	blue	menu	bar,	click	on	Member	Details.			
• If	you	are	registered	as	a	swarm	collector	on	the	new	system,	

you	will	see	“Swarm	Collector”	listed	under	your	name.	Click	
on	the	label,	update	your	details,	save	and	exit	the	system.	

• If	you	are	not	yet	registered	as	a	swarm	collector	click	
Payments	on	the	blue	menu	bar,	and	then	select	To	Pay.	

• Swarm	collector	is	listed	under	optional	extras.	(Don’t	worry:	
it	is	free!)	Click	through,	add	your	details,	save	and	exit.		

	
Great!	Now	you	are	ready	for	when	the	new	system	goes	live.	
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was	followed	by	council	meetings	at	Illawarra,	Central	Coast,	Goulburn,	Mittagong,	Mudgee	and	Bega.	This	system	has	
been	a	significant	topic	at	each	meeting.	The	minutes	of	each	meeting	have	been	distributed	to	clubs.	It	has	also	been	
highlighted	in	this	newsletter.	

“How	will	new	members	join	my	club?”	

The	home	page	of	the	ABA	website	features	a	prominent	“APPLY	TO	JOIN”	button.	Applicants	
can	enter	basic	data	which	is	directed	to	the	Club	Membership	Officer	who	can	approve	or	deny	membership.	If	
approved,	they’ll	receive	an	email	inviting	them	to	pay	their	dues	and	join	the	club.		

	“How	much	does	this	system	cost”	

The	cost	to	the	ABA	is	4%	of	funds	processed	by	the	system.	There	are	no	establishment	or	yearly	charges.	
	

A	SPECIAL	MESSAGE	TO	ALL	MEMBERS 	

I	thank	members	for	their	patience,	tolerance	and	acceptance	of	this	new	system.	(I	recall	the	change	from	the	printed	
newsletter	to	email	delivery	was	similarly	associated	with	some	gnashing	of	teeth!)	

This	system	should	largely	eliminate	the	tiresome	data	and	money	collection	part	of	Club	Membership	Officers’	roles.	
More	importantly	the	new	system	will	eliminate	the	need	to	reconcile	club	records	with	ABA	records,	since	we’ll	have	
one	system.	It	will	also	allow	easy	printing	of	club	lists	and	reports	and	make	it	simpler	to	email	all	club	members.	

Well	done	to	the	80	“early	adopters”	who	paid	their	dues	in	the	first	24	hours	of	this	system.	To	those	who	have	yet	to	
pay:	log	on	and	make	a	start!	A	minor	problem?	Please	email	me	–	always	happy	to	help.	

And	last,	but	not	least:	my	special	thanks	to	Sheila	Stokes	for	her	tireless	work,	outstanding	skills	and	persistence	in	
the	face	of	adversity.	

Dave	Wilson,	secretary@beekeepers.asn.au	

	

BEE	BIOSECURITY	IN	NSW		AN	UPDATE			
By	Doug	Purdie,	ABA	Biosecurity	Officer	
 

The	biosecurity	of	bees	in	NSW	experienced	a	setback	last	month	with	the	resignation	of	state	
Bee	Biosecurity	Officer	(BBO)	Hayley	Pragert	for	personal	reasons.	Hayley	had	been	in	the	role	
for	about	six	months.	Various	government	bodies	and	the	NSW	BBO	Advisory	Group	(on	which	
the	ABA	has	a	position)	have	been	involved	in	a	great	deal	of	negotiation	to	establish	the	BBO's	
exact	role	and	job	definition.	That	work	has	finally	been	completed	and	applications	are	about	
to	open	for	a	new	BBO.	Hopefully	a	new	appointee	will	be	found	soon.	

There	is	another	big	change	coming	with	the	repeal	of	the	NSW	Apiaries	Act.	This	is	the	law	that	
we,	as	beekeepers,	operate	under.	It	gives	us	protection	but	also	has	provisions	for	things	such	
as	disease	reporting	and	nuisance	hives.	The	Apiaries	Act	will	be	replaced	by	a	new	act	called	the	

Biosecurity	Act.	This	will	contain	provisions	for	all	sorts	of	
activities	and	animals,	not	just	bees.	Your	ABA	executive	is	
working	hard	to	ensure	we	are	adequately	catered	for	in	this	
new	and	far-reaching	piece	of	legislation.	Public	comment	is	
now	open	on	the	new	act	and	it’s	worth	having	a	look	and	
commenting	on	what	you	think	should	be	included	(or	
removed)	from	the	proposal.	Some	information	from	the	DPI	
on	the	new	act	is	attached	to	the	end	of	this	newsletter.		

More	information	is	available	on	the	Department	of	Primary	Industry	website	at	
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/content/biosecurity/biosecurity-act-2015	
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PESTS IN FOCUS Small Hive Beetle   

By	Dave	Wilson,	with	help	from	Bruce	White		

As	a	beekeeper,	if	you	have	not	met	Aethina	tumida	(small	hive	
beetle	or	SHB	),	it’s	certain	you	will.	

Seeing	the	beetle	scurrying	around	in	a	hive	is	disconcerting.	
Cleaning	up	a	hive	that	has	been	fatally	damaged	by	SHB	is	an	
experience	few	will	forget.		

The	damage	to	a	large	colony	is	immense,	with	fermenting	honey	
and	“slimed”	frames	in	abundance.	The	queen	will	stop	laying	and	
frequently	the	bees	will	abscond.	

To	see	how	much	you	know,	or	to	polish	up	your	knowledge	of	SHB,	
take	our	quiz.	Is	each	statement	true	or	false?	
	

1. It	is	the	larval	stage	of	SHB	that	causes	the	damage	to	bee	
colonies.	T/F?	

	
2. SHB	traps	that	use	vegetable	oil	will	kill	the	beetle	by	drowning	it.	T/F?	

3. Queenless	hives	and	hives	with	drone	laying	queens	are	more	likely	to	be	attacked	by	SHB.	T/F?	
	

4. Hosing	down	comb	and	hives	to	clean	them	up	after	SHB	damage	is	a	quick	and	safe	way	of	cleaning	
up	the	hive.	T/F?	

	
5. Traps	using	lime	or	diatomaceous	earth	kill	the	beetle	by	starving	it	of	air.	T/F?	

	
6. Chemical	traps	like	“Apithor”	use	Fipronil.	This	insecticide	is	well	suited	since	it	has	low	water	

solubility	and	low	vapour	pressure.	T/F?	
	

7. Beekeepers	with	hives	with	a	split	entrance	such	as	Parker	plastic	boxes	often	place	chemical	traps	
such	as	Apithor	under	the	lid.	T/F?	

	
8. Aside	from	bee	colonies	SHB	will	live	on	many	other	foods,	such	as	fruit	and	vegetables.	T/F?	

9. The	danger	times	for	SHB	are	days	of	high	humidity	and	temperature.	T/F?	
	

10. Permethrin	can	be	used	as	a	soil	drench	to	kill	SHB	in	the	soil	around		bee	hives	but	given	SHB	can	fly	
up	to	10	km,	this	may	well	be	of	little	use.	T/F?	

	
11. Mature	larvae	pupate	in	the	hive.	At	this	stage	they	cause	little	damage.	T/F?	

	
12. Wax	moth	larvae	and	SHB	larvae	are	quite	hard	to	tell	apart	in	a	hive.	T/F?	

	
13. Frames	with	minor	SHB	damage	can	be	frozen	to	kill	eggs	and	larvae	and	then	placed	in	strong	hives	

where	the	bees	will	recover	the	useful	honey	and	clean	up	the	damaged	comb.	T/F?	
	

14. Placing	hives	on	hard	rocky	ground	is	preferable	to	soft	sandy	soil.	T/F?	
	

15. After	SHB	damage,	combs	and	frames	can	be	dipped	in	soapy	water	to	clean	up	the	material.	T/F?	
	 	

	

Adult	small	hive	beetle	
showing	the	distinctive	club	
shaped	antennae	
Food	and	Environment	Research	Agency	
(Fera),	Crown	Copyright	
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QUIZ ANSWERS Small Hive Beetle   
	

1. True.	The	larval	stage	is	the	active	feeding	stage	of	the	SHB	life	cycle.	The	grub	chews	through	comb	and	its	
excreted	wastes	cause	the	honey	to	ferment.	No	silk	cocoons	or	webbing	is	produced.	
	

2. True.	Oil	based	traps	are	typically	placed	between	the	combs	or	under	the	base.	Oil	coats	the	beetle	
preventing	it	from	absorbing	oxygen	from	the	air.	

	
3. True.	Such	hives	have	a	declining	worker	bee	population	and	a	lot	of	stored	pollen	as	the	brood	area	is	small.	

The	beetles	are	attracted	to	the	protein	rich	pollen	and	with	declining	bee	numbers	the	hives	are	vulnerable.	
	

4. False.	Quick?	Yes.	But	safe?	No.	The	fermenting	honey	may	well	carry	
fungal	spores	that	are	dangerous	to	people.	Jetting	water	onto	a	SHB	
damaged	hive	may	well	spread	those	spores.	

	
5. False.	Diatomaceous	earth	or	lime	abrade	the	outer	“skin”	layer	of	the	

beetle.	This	allows	water	to	escape	and	so	the	beetle	desiccates.	
	

6. True.	Fipronil	is	an	extremely	potent	insecticide.	It	has	both	a	low	vapour	
pressure	and	low	water	solubility.	This	means	the	risk	of		chemical	
contamination	of	the	hive	honey	is	very	low	The	insecticide	will	not	
spread	as	a	vapour	and	does	not	easily	travel	away	from	its	
harbourage	in	any	water.	

	
7. True	.	Apithor	and	some	other	chemical	traps	are	designed	to	be	slid	

via	the	bee	entrance	onto	the	bottom	board.	Often	they	have	a	wire	tag	to	allow	them	to	be	removed	without	
pulling	the	hive	apart.	A	particularly	narrow	entrance	will	not	allow	this	to	happen.	

	
8. True.	SHB	can	live	on	decaying	fruits	but	its	

preference	is	a	bee	hive.	Food,	shelter	and	
warmth	are	all	provided	by	the	bees.	Bees	have	
been	known	to	feed	SHB	larvae.	

	
9. True.	Often	in	early	spring,	adult	SHB	can	be	

seen	in	large	numbers	in	hives	but	it	is	the	
larvae	that	cause	the	damage.		Danger	happens	
when	the	numbers	of	SHB	rise	and	the	bees	
cannot	prevent	them	laying	in	small	spaces	in	
the	hive.	Then	the	larvae	hatch	out	and	the	
feeding	frenzy	happens.	High	temperatures	and	
humidity	provide	perfect	laying	conditions.	

	
10. True.	Efforts	can	be	made	to	prevent	the	larvae	

pupating	and	ultimately	forming	adult	beetles	by	treating	the	soil	
with	an	insecticide,	but	a	large	amount	of	soil	needs	to	be	treated.	
Permethrin	(500	g/L)	is	often	used	but	it	needs	an	Australian	
Pesticides	&	Veterinary	Medicines	Authority	(APVMA)	permit	and	
needs	to	be	applied	(500gm/L	strength)	at	about	4	L	per	square	
metre	of	ground.	SHB	can	fly	large	distances	and	can	be	seen	flying	
into	hives	at	dusk.	

	
11. False.	The	SHB	larvae	pupate	outside	the	hive	under	the	top	soil	

layer.	
	

12. False.	Small	hive	beetle	larvae	often	congregate	in	corners	while	wax	
moth	larvae	are	found	scattered	throughout	weak	colonies.	Beetle	
larvae	have	three	pairs	of	jointed,	“true”	legs	located	behind	the	

FIND	OUT	MORE 	
	
	+	This	NSW	DPI	Prime	Fact	76	March	2108	provides	
an	excellent	summary	of	SHB	

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/a
ssets/pdf_file/0010/220240/small-
hive-beetle-management-options.pdf	
	
+	This	DPI	video	demonstrates	a	range	of	SHB	traps,	
including	various	home-made	and	commercial	
devices 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M
8_8Svz9F5s

Larva	head	showing	the	distinctive	
three	pairs	of	legs	at	the	front	end	of	
the	body.	Simon	Hinkley	and	Ken	
Walker,	Museum	Victoria,	PADIL	

Beetle	larvae	(bottom	on	image)	
never	reach	the	size	of	mature	wax	
moth	larvae	(top).		
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head.	Wax	moth	larvae	have	many	small,	fleshy,	uniform	legs	along	the	length	of	the	body.	The	bodies	of	
beetle	larvae	have	tough	exteriors	while	those	of	wax	moth	larvae	are	soft	and	easily	penetrated.	
	

13. True.	Freezing	will	kill	eggs	and	larvae	of	SHB.	Frozen	frames,	once	thawed	can	be	placed	onto	strong	colonies	
for	repair.	Judgement	is	needed	as	to	how	many	frames	can	be	added	to	a	colony.	

	
14. True.	If	possible	hives	on	barren	hard	ground	will	make	it	less	likely	that	larvae	that	leave	a	hive	can	burrow	

into	the	ground	to	metamorphise	into	adults.	
	

15. True.	Dipping	combs	and	boxes	into	soapy	water	is	a	quick	and	safe	way	of	cleaning	up	after	SHB	attack.	The	
surplus	water	can	be	removed	by	shaking.	

	

Survey results: What you told us 
	

The	Amateur	Beekeeper	conducted	its	first	email	survey	
recently.	Here’s	what	you	told	us	about	your	beekeeping	
interests,	experience	and	what	you’d	like	to	read	about.		

Thank	you	to	everyone	who	took	part!	

	

	

v 264	members	filled	in	the	questionnaire	
v Two	thirds	told	us	they	read	the	entire	

newsletter	
v Nine	out	of	ten	read	it	on	a	computer	or	

mobile	device	
v Around	70%	like	to	read	about	recent	

ABA	activities	and	club	events	
v Just	about	everyone	wanted	plenty	of	

practical	ideas	and	hints	
v Nine	in	ten	are	interested	in	reading	

about	member	discounts	or	benefits	
v Contests	were	popular	with	three	in	four	
v 87%	want	their	questions	answered	by	

an	expert	and	90%	want	seasonal	
beekeeping	advice	

v Eight	out	of	ten	like	to	read	a	roundup	of	
news	stories	about	bees,	and	nearly	as	
many	want	details	of	what’s	new	on	the	
market	

v Slightly	over	half	said	they’d	like	to	read	
interviews	with	beekeepers	

v True	or	false?	Half	like	testing	their	
knowledge	with	a	good	quiz.	(True)	

v A	directory	is	a	good	idea	voted	by	75%,	
and	80%	value	a	calendar	

v Practically	EVERYONE	wants	information	
on	biosecurity	to	keep	their	bees	safe	and	
healthy	
	
Look	out	for	more	chances	to	be	involved	soon!	
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	HIVE	HINTS		
Dealing	with	cranky	bees?	Take	note	of	what	experienced 	
beekeeper	Frank	Karabaic	has	to	say	 	 	 	  
	

ometimes	the	bees	in	a	hive	can	change	their	mood	from	day	to	day	or	
even	hour	to	hour.		A	normally	quiet	colony	can	become	quite	

aggressive.		There	can	be	many	reasons	for	this.	
If	your	bees	are	near	a	cornfield	they	may	obtain	an	abundant	amount	of	
pollen	(not	very	nutritious).		They	can	collect	so	much	that	the	combs	can	
be	filled	within	a	week	at	the	expense	of	brood.		When	pollen	production	
ceases	during	the	morning,	bees	can	become	cranky.		This	can	happen	with	
other	pollen	sources	too.	
Citrus	honey	is	very	special	and	bees	are	attracted	to	the	blossoms.		During	
the	day	when	the	flowers	dry	out	and	the	nectar	flow	stops,	bees	can	
become	agitated.		This	can	be	the	case	with	other	nectar	producing	flowers.	
Robber	bees	can	cause	stress	to	hives.		They	may	come	around	when	you	open	a	hive	at	a	time	of	
nectar	shortage.		If	this	happens,	stop	work	and	close	the	hive	immediately.		Check	the	entrance	to	
see	if	there	is	a	lot	of	conflict.		Restrict	the	entrance	temporarily.	
A	sudden	change	in	the	weather	can	change	the	mood	of	the	colony.		An	approaching	storm	can	
cause	field	bees	to	return	to	the	hive	unsatisfied.	
Sometimes	a	colony	is	in	the	process	of	changing	its	queen	without	your	knowledge.		Bees	will	be	
very	edgy	especially	if	the	new	queen	is	unmated	or	not	yet	laying.		Better	to	leave	them	alone	
and	check	a	week	later.	
The	beekeeper	can	aggravate	the	bees.	Watch	your	movements	–	slow	and	calm	does	it.		Don’t	
breathe	heavily	on	the	combs.		Bees	don’t	like	the	smell/fumes	from	petrol,	perfume,	scented	
soap,	aftershave	or	fertilizer.	There	is	danger	if	your	hands	or	clothes	are	smelly.		
Listen	to	the	sounds	of	your	colony.		They	can	indicate	a	mood.		There	are	different	sounds	for	
contentment,	swarm	preparation	and	stress.		Don’t	try	to	work	with	bees	that	are	in	a	bad	mood.	
Acoustic	devices	are	being	used	by	researchers	to	listen	to	bait	hives	near	major	ports	for	signs	of	
stress	caused	by	Varroa	mites.	
Be	a	good	listener.	

	

S	

	

beekeepers.asn.au 	

For	the	latest	news	on 	
biosecurity	threats,	club 	
events,	contacts	and	to	see 	
your	membership	details 	
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Beekeeping	insurance:	ABA	options	for	2017		
	

More	than	65%	of	ABA	members	took	up	the	personal	beekeeping	insurance	offered	in	2016.	
Popularity	helps	the	ABA	negotiate	very	competitive	premiums.	Financial	members	can	now	add	
insurance	at	any	time	by	logging	onto	the	online	membership	system.		Costs	are	calculated	
according	to	the	number	of	hives	you	operate.		

Here’s	a	brief	overview	of	ABA	insurance.	This	information	is	meant	as	a	guide	only:	for	precise	
details	of	coverage	and	exclusions,	please	rely	on	the	policy	documents	available	from	the	ABA	
secretary	on	request.	

The	ABA	executive	purchases	two	forms	of	general	insurance	
1.					ABA	Branch	Liability	Insurance	
The	Broadform	Liability	Policy	covers	branches,	members	of	their	executives,	and	volunteers	
acting	in	an	official	capacity,	in	respect	of	their	legal	liability	to	pay	compensation	(including	costs,	
fees	and	expenses)	for	injury	or	damage	to	third	parties	which	occurs	as	a	result	of	Branch	
Activities	and	the	sale	of	branch	Bee	Products	(see	definition).	
Bee	Products	covers	pollen,	queen	bees,	bee	colonies,	100%	honey,	or	honey	flavoured	with	
either	a	single	natural	vegetable	or	a	single	natural	fruit	flavour	(but	not	combined)	to	a	maximum	
concentration	of	8%.	Honey	that	contains	nuts	of	any	type	is	NOT	covered,	nor	are	cosmetic	
products,	lip	balm,	mead,	royal	jelly	or	honey-based	beverages.	

The	Limits	under	the	policy	are:	
Public	Liability:										$30,000,000	any	one	occurrence;	
and	
Products	Liability:						$30,000,000	any	one	occurrence	
and	in	any	one	period	of	insurance.	
The	premium	is	paid	by	the	ABA	on	a	branch	or	club	
basis	out	of	the	“capitation”	fee	paid	by	each	member	
to	belong	to	the	ABA.	
The	excess	for	the	ABA	and	branches	is	$1000.	
2.					Members	Individual	Liability	Insurance	
Members	can	elect	to	purchase	insurance	each	year	
under	the	Master	ABA	policy	in	respect	of	their	own	
hives	and	products.	This	covers	legal	liabilities	arising	
from	their	Beekeeping	Activities	and	the	sale	of	Bee	
Products.	The	insurance	does	not	provide	protection	to	
other	parties	who	are	claimed	against	because	of	the	
member(s)	Beekeeping	Activities,	for	instance,	
owner(s)	of	property	where	the	hives	are	placed.		
It	is	important	to	note	the	personal	beekeeping	
insurance	provides	coverage	for	the	individual	member	
alone	-	it	does	not	cover	family,	friends,	any	other	
person	or	entity.	Nor	does	it	extend	to	others	in	a	legal	
partnership	with	the	beekeeper.	
	
The	Limits	under	the	policy	are:	
Public	Liability:			$30,000,000	any	one	occurrence;	and	
Products	Liability:						$30,000,000	any	one	occurrence	
and	in	any	one	period	of	insurance.	

WHAT	THE	ABA’S	BEEKEEPING	
INSURANCE	DOES	NOT	COVER.		It	is	
not	property	insurance:	it	does	not	
protect	your	hives	or	other	
equipment	against	damage	or	loss	
due	to	fire,	theft,	weather	or	other	
events.	Nor	does	the	policy	cover	
loss	of	bees,	colonies	or	hive	
equipment	due	to	disease.		

If	you	are	relying	on	general	farm	
insurance,	check	that	it	covers	bees.	
Often	livestock	is	defined	such	that	
bees	are	excluded.	Usually	farm	
insurance	will	not	cover	beekeeping	
products.	

You	may	believe	that	if	you	are	
careful	in	your	beekeeping,	you	
won’t	need	insurance.	If	someone	
does	claim	against	you,	even	though	
you	may	think	it	is	frivolous,	it	will	
need	to	be	defended	in	court.	The	
legal	and	emotional	costs	of	that	
may	be	great;	personal	beekeeping	
insurance	policy	can	remove	a	lot	of	
that	worry.	
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It’s	a	condition	within	the	insurance	policy	that	beekeepers	must	act	responsibly	and	carefully	at	
all	times.	They	must	take	all	reasonable	precautions	to	prevent	Personal	Injury	and	Property	
Damage,	and	prevent	the	manufacture,	sale	or	supply	of	defective	products,	and	comply	with	all	
statutory	obligations,	by-laws	or	regulations	imposed	by	all	relevant	public	authorities	for	the	
safety	of	persons	or	property.		
	
Insurance	on	Products	is	tied	to	who	manufactured/supplied	the	offending	goods.	Claims	would	
be	against	the	member	(and	as	such	insured)	even	if	someone	else	sold/supplied	their	product.		
The	claims	excess	on	the	members	policy	is	$500.	
	
NOTE:	The	insurance	is	subject	to	the	ABA’s	Master	Policy’s	usual	terms,	conditions	and	exclusions	
–	as	per	the	original	policy	document	held	by	ABA.	Where	a	claim	or	a	demand	is	made	by	third	
parties	against	branches	or	individuals,	the	matter	needs	to	be	reported	to	the	Insurer	promptly	
and	they	will	determine	whether	or	not	a	Legal	Liability	exists.	Once	the	Insurer	receives	legal	
advice,	responsibility	for	the	Occurrence	is	either	denied	or	defended,	and	in	either	case,	the	
Insurer	pays	legal	costs	and	
settlements	depending	on	the	
court’s	determination	or	a	
commercial	decision	is	made	
prior	to	court	proceedings	to	
settle	the	claim.	

COPIES	OF	THE	MASTER	
POLICY	AND	CERTIFICATES	OF	
CURRENCY	ARE	AVAILABLE	ON	
REQUEST.	

The	above	brief	explanation	of	ABA	insurance	was	provided	by	Insurance	Broker	Steve	Kavanagh	to	ABA	
Secretary	Dave	Wilson.		Members	should	rely	on	the	original	policy	documents	held	by	the	ABA.	

	

Free FLOW HIVE and support for 
beekeeping clubs 
The	Flow	Hive	team	has	helped	the	Macarthur	Club	to	assist	new	
Flow	Hive	owners,	by	donating	a	free	Flow	Hive	and	providing	the	
club	with	supporting	material	and	access	to	instructional	videos.	
This	came	about	as	the	club	had	so	many	questions	from	Flow	
Hivers	who	had	no	prior	knowledge	of	beekeeping.		

The	Flow	Team	realised	the	best	way	to	help	new	beekeepers	was	
to	direct	them	to	their	local	beekeeping	club	and	to	then	support	
the	club.			

Club	secretaries	can	now	register	their	own	club	and	apply	for	a	
free	Flow	Hive	for	the	club	apiary	or	training	needs,	plus	a	range	of	
other	benefits	to	help	clubs	in	their	role	of	supporting	all	amateur	
beekeepers.		

For	details:	https://www.honeyflow.com.au/pages/beekeeping-club-support		

Members	that	sell	Bee	Products	need	to	comply	with	
relevant	legislation	and	food	handling	requirements	for	a	
beekeeper	and	home	based	food	business.	

The	NSW	Food	Authority	provides	guidelines	and	links	to	
useful	resources	
http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/retail/home-based-
mixed-businesses	
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ABA MEMBER	BENEFITS	2017	
	What	you	get	by	joining	the	ABA		

	

The	ABA	supports	you	as	a	local	beekeeper	by:	

ü Keeping	you	informed	with	bi-monthly	issues	of	The	Amateur	
Beekeeper	delivered	to	your	in-box;	regular	biosecurity	updates	
and	information	posted	on	beekeepers.asn.au	
	
ü Offering	you	economic	insurance	cover	for	individual	and	
club	beekeeping	activities.	Insurance	premiums	of	$50	to	$85	
offer	up	to	$30m	protection	against	legal	liability	
	
ü Lobbying	on	your	behalf	with	state	government	bodies,	local	
councils	and	national	biosecurity	organisations	to	help	ensure	
amateur	beekeeper	views	and	interests	are	recognised		
	
ü Providing	free	education	at	field	days	such	as	the	recent	

event	at	Pittwater	where	experts	led	sessions	on	everything	from	requeening,	to	native	bees	
	

ü Promoting	responsible	beekeeping	in	the	community	by	sponsoring	flyers,	banners	and	handouts	to	
attract	and	encourage	new	members.	The	ABA	also	promotes	amateur	beekeeping	through	regular	
media	interviews,	particularly	in	association	with	events	such	as	Honey	Week	and	Pollinators	Week	

	
ü Protecting	your	bees	by	helping	you	and	your	club	avoid/diagnose	or	treat	pests	and	diseases.	Recently	

sugar	shakers,	AFB	kits,	and	biosecurity	manuals	were	provided	to	each	club	for	local	use	
	

ü Running	a	statewide	website	with	club	directory,	events	calendar,	news,	library	of	newsletters	and	
journals,	plus	a	new	swarm	system	(about	to	launch)	

	
ü Listening	to	your	views	through	scheduled	local	council	meetings	across	the	state;	member	surveys	

	
ü Organising	an	annual	inter-club	competition	hotly	contested	at	the	AGM	in	May	

	
ü Supporting	clubs	with	cash	grants	for	new	clubs	and	club	upgrades,	advice	when	needed	on	setting	up	

and	running	a	club,	and	administration	support.	This	now	extends	to	18	clubs	with	over	1400	members	
	

ü Managing	the	online	payment	of	subscriptions	and	insurances;	issuing	annual	membership	cards	
	

ü Negotiating	discounts	and	special	offers	from	The	Amateur	Beekeeper	advertisers	
	

ü Sponsoring	academic	research	such	as	the	recent	urban	pollen	and	honey	project,	investigations	into	
Varroa	resistant	bees	in	Tonga,	and	deformed	wing	virus,	and	part	funding	the	PHA	Biosecurity	Manual		

 
And,	of	course,	through	the	network	of	local	ABA	affiliated	clubs,	amateur	beekeepers	can*:	

v BORROW	from	the	club’s	library	of	beekeeping	equipment,	books	and	DVDs	
v PURCHASE	beekeeping	equipment	through	club	stores	at	reduced	prices	
v SELL	their	honey	at	shows	and	markets	as	part	of	a	club	stall	
v ATTEND	regular	practical	sessions,	Q&As	and	demonstrations	led	by	experienced	beekeepers	
v LISTEN	to	excellent	guest	speakers	at	monthly	meetings	
v LEARN	about	local	club	activities	through	regular	newsletters	or	online	updates	
And,	of	course,	MEET	like-minded	hobbyists	and	find	bee	mentors	 	 	 	 	

*CLUBS	OFFER	A	RANGE	OF	DIFFERENT	BENEFITS		
–	SO	BEST	TO	CHECK	WHAT’S	ON	OFFER	WITH	YOUR	LOCAL	GROUP	
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Interview with a beekeeper: Stewart Suess 
 
STEWART	SUESS	IS	A	PAST	PRESIDENT	OF		
THE	CENTRAL	COAST	CLUB		
	
How	did	you	get	into	beekeeping?		

My	father-in-law,	Denis	Stewart	(pictured	far	left)	
is	a	famous	herbalist	here	on	the	Central	Coast	
and	beekeeping	was	a	part	of	his	business	from	
the	1980s	to	90s.		

One	day	on	his	property	in	the	Hunter	Valley,	I	
came	across	a	shipping	container	full	of	boxes	and	
asked	what	they	were.	He	said,	“Bee	boxes.	You	
can	have	the	lot	if	you	want.”		I	ended	up	with	
about	160	usable	boxes	and	enough	frames,	
excluders,	lids	and	bottom	boards	to	make	up	the	
60	hives	we	have	so	far.	I’ve	still	more	boxes	to	
use.	It	must	have	been	a	lot	easier	to	keep	bees	in	
the	old	days	because	he	said	he	never	had	any	bee	

diseases	or	hive	beetles.		Anyway,	to	this	day	he	still	keeps	bees.		

Did	you	have	a	mentor?	

My	mentor	was	Graham	Gregory	who	lived	at	Mardi	at	the	time.	Anyone	who	knows	him	will	know	that	he	
loved	to	chat	about	bees.	I	gained	ninety	per	cent	of	my	knowledge	from	him.	I	used	to	visit	him	almost	
every	week	and	he	never	got	annoyed.	I	think	it	was	amazing	that	he	gave	me	all	that	knowledge	for	free.	
Seriously,	he	spent	hours	with	me	and	I	really	appreciated	it.	It’s	a	shame	that	he	moved	because	he	used	
to	supply	many	locals	and	members	with	nucs	and	queens.	

Do	you	have	an	empty	super	story?	(something	that	went	wrong)	

My	empty	super	story	was	when	one	Spring	we	
came	home	every	Sunday	around	midday	to	find	
that	one	after	the	other	of	our	hives	had	
swarmed.	It	was	about	six	weeks	in	a	row.	We	
could	not	believe	it.	

Your	most	memorable	beekeeping	moment?	

My	most	memorable	beekeeping	moment	was	
the	first	time	I	had	to	move	some	bees.	It	was	
about	to	storm	but	I	decided	to	move	them	
anyway.	Boy,	do	bees	get	angry	when	there	is	
lightning	around!	Needless	to	say,	I	will	NEVER	
move	bees	in	a	storm	again.	

The	most	useful	gadget	you	have?	(not	including	
your	hive	tool)		

I	would	say	the	most	useful	gadget	I	have	is	my	
200	kilo	honey	tank	with	a	strainer	on	top.	It	
saves	so	much	work	and	all	the	fine	particles	of	
wax	rise	to	the	top	ready	to	go	in	buckets.	A	hive	
loader	would	be	good	though	I’m	a	bit	envious	of	
Len’s	[Len	Verrenkamp’s]	boom	loader	that	I	saw	
on	his	Facebook	page!	

ADVERTISEMENT 
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What	appeals	to	you	about	beekeeping?	

Beekeeping	appeals	to	me	because	I	think	bees	are	a	marvel	of	creation	–	the	way	they	communicate	with	
each	other	by	a	dance	that	tells	the	hive	the	direction	and	distance	to	pollen	and	nectar	is	truly	amazing.	
And	I	think	they	were	created	for	man.	Just	think	what	other	animal	collects	food	for	themselves	that	we	
can	rob	and	also	eat.	It	is	impossible	for	the	bees	to	consume	all	the	honey	they	make,	so	what	a	lovely	gift	
from	our	creator.	Think	how	good	honey	is	for	human	consumption.		

THANKS	TO	MARIJA	GLABUS	AND	THE	CENTRAL	COAST	CLUB	FOR	THIS	FEATURE	

	

  ABA	president	recognised	by	community	award 																									

	

 Clever ideas from DIY inventors 

	
INVENTORS: JOHN DOUGLAS, BRIAN LUTTERELL, AND DAVE WILSON 

Who	would	you	like	to	see	interviewed	in	a	future	issue	of	The	Amateur	Beekeeper?		

Send	your	suggestions	to	editor@beekeepers.asn.au	

Geoff	Henning,	Secretary	of	Illawarra	Beekeepers,	reports	that	Dr	Lamorna	Osborne	will	be	
presented	with	a	2016	Cook	Community	Award	in	December.	He	sums	up	her	many	
contributions	to	the	world	of	beekeeping:	
“To	Illawarra	branch,	assisting	with	the	development	of	our	very	successful	website,	development	of,	and	
conducting	our	popular	training	courses	for	beginners	in	beekeeping,	conducting	presentations	to	a	vast	range	of	
community	groups	on	the	health	benefits	of	the	medical	properties	of	honey	plus	pollination	and	food	security	in	
Australia,	always	promoting	our	“clean	and	green	honey”.	These	groups	include,	Libraries,	Rotary,	Probus,	school	
children	and	special	needs	children,	Scouts,	Girl	Guides	often	120	in	attendance.	

Lamorna	was	a	key	person	in	setting	up	Cert	III	in	Beekeeping	on	the	NSW	Smart	+	Skilled	list,	enabling	beekeepers	
to	get	funding	for	apprentices	&	Tocal	Agricultural	College	for	Cert	III	beekeeping	training	as	NSW	did	not	have	any	
accredited	courses	until	this	was	done.		

Lamorna	has	also	been	involved	with	Sydney	University	in	field	studies	in	Tonga	in	a	quest	to	determine	why	bees	
there	are	resistant	to	Varroa,	While	there	Lamorna	was	involved	in	training	agricultural	students	about	beekeeping	
and	the	benefits	of	pollination.	

	Lamorna	has	served	as	President	of	Illawarra	branch	for	5	years	and	the	ABA	for	the	past	two	years.”		
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Book Review: About Bees 
NOTES OF BEES AND BEEKEEPING. NEWSPAPER COLUMNS, PUBLISHED ARTICLES AND FIELD 
DAY REPORTS 2006-16. WRITTEN AND COMPILED BY JIM WRIGHT, HUNTER VALLEY BRANCH, 
AMATEUR BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION OF NSW INC.   

REVIEW BY ROBYN ALDERTON 

I	have	the	privilege	of	knowing	Jim	Wright.	My	husband	and	I	met	him	for	
the	first	time	when	we	were	working	as	volunteers	with	Queensland	DPI	on	
the	Apis	cerana	Project.	His	knowledge	and	passion	for	bees	was	as	evident	
then	as	it	is	today:	this	was	very	exciting	for	a	relatively	new	beekeeper	like	
myself.		

‘About	Bees’	is	a	compilation	of	a	20-year	love	affair	with	bees	and	
beekeeping.		It	comprises	160	pages	of	easy	reading,	reports	of	beekeeping	
events	and	articles	of	beekeeping	interest.	

Those	who	know	Jim	know	him	as	a	sincere	gentleman	and	will	no	doubt	
recognise	his	quirky	wit	and	sense	of	humour	throughout	this	publication.		
Photographs	of	events	and	the	odd	comic	strip	support	articles.		I	even	
spied	myself	in	a	photograph	or	two!	

If	you	are	interested	in	a	uniquely	Australian	publication	about	beekeeping	
and	beekeeping’s	recent	history	then	I	suggest	you	do	grab	yourself	a	copy.	
Limited	numbers	will	be	reprinted	shortly.	To	reserve	copies,	sending	your	details	to	Robyn	Alderton	at	

parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com.		

Cost	including	postage	will	be	approximately	$40.00	and	will	be	confirmed	prior	to	payment.		…	and	don’t	forget	to	
order	a	copy	for	your	Club	Library!	

	
ADVERTISEMENT	
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 Student scientists vs Varroa destructor  

	
Six	students	from	Muswellbrook	High	School	have	taken	on	Varroa	–	and	
won!		The	youngsters	from	Years	7,	8	and	9	competed	in	the	FIRST	
(Australia)	Lego	League	competition	(FLL)	and	took	out	their	regional	event	
with	a	beehive	modified	to	eliminate	the	parasitic	mite	with	solar	power.			

The	theme	for	this	year’s	competition	was	Animal	Allies.		After	discovering	
that	many	bees	worldwide	are	being	attacked	by	Varroa,	they	began	
researching	methods	currently	used	to	battle	the	pest.		While	many	
scientists	advocate	chemical	treatments	and	mineral	oil,	some	international	
beekeeper	websites	claim	natural	remedies	such	as	garlic	powder	and	
powdered	sugar	can	keep	mite	infestation	to	a	minimum.		The	team	was	not	
happy	with	chemicals,	nor	the	idea	of	garlic	in	honey!		So	they	investigated	
beehive	designs	and	checked	academic	journals	to	discover	that	heat	is	

considered	a	way	to	kill	the	mites.		The	students	decided	to	use	CAD	
software	to	design	a	bee	enclosure	that	could	generate	heat	using	solar	
power.	Their	timber	prototype	had	solar	panels	on	top	and	a	fan	underneath	
to	demonstrate	how	heat	would	be	distributed.		A	working	hive	would	also	
require	a	timer	and	thermostat	so	the	extra	heat	could	be	targeted	in	one-	to	
two-hour	sessions,	depending	on	the	season.		

The	students	won	their	regional	event	in	November,	and	will	now	move	on	
to	the	Australian	finals	at	Macquarie	University	on	December	10.	The	team	
has	a	Facebook	page	and	welcomes	any	feedback	about	their	research	and	
beehive	design.		https://www.facebook.com/FIRSTLEGOLEAGUE.Australia.TeamCarbon/		

	

	

L-R:		Ashleigh,	Georgia,	Billy,	Kyle,	
Alex	.	Absent:		Gemma	
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New club for the Northern Beaches 
	

After	successfully	gauging	interest	during	the	recent	Pittwater	
Field	Day,	the	ABA	held	a	meeting	at	the	Dee	Why	RSL	in	
November	with	a	view	to	establishing	a	new	club	on	Sydney’s	
Northern	Beaches.	

Eighteen	potential	members	turned	up	on	the	night	and	the	
group	was	given	a	short	presentation	on	the	benefits	of	being	
part	of	the	ABA,	and	then	took	part	in	a	Q&A	session.	

Many	people	in	the	room	already	had	bees;	some	were	members	of	other	clubs	but	were	looking	for	a	group	closer	to	
home;	and	some	had	no	bee	experience	at	all	but	were	keen	to	be	involved.			

With	a	show	of	hands,	we	had	more	than	the	10	required	to	start	a	club.	The	essential	positions	of	Public	Officer,	
Secretary	and	Treasurer	were	filled,	branch	membership	fees	set,	and	plans	are	already	underway	for	a	meeting	
venue,	incorporation	etc.	

Approval	will	be	discussed	at	the	next	ABA	council	meeting	and,	provided	this	is	granted	and	the	group	is	
incorporated,	the	Northern	Beaches	Branch	of	the	ABANSW	is	set	to	go,	with	all	the	benefits	of	being	part	of	the	ABA.				

Len	Verrenkamp,	ABA	Club	Development	Officer	

 
ADVERTISEMENT 	

 

 
Looking for mesh to make vented bases on bee boxes? 
 
Wire Mesh Industries is offering suitable woven stainless steel mesh at a special discount to  
ABA members. Mesh replaces the floor section of the traditional solid hive base to help with ventilation 
and to allow the bees to better maintain suitable temperatures in the hive. Vented bases will become 
critical if or when Varroa arrives in Australia.  
  
Specifications 
Type of Mesh:                   Woven Stainless 
Aperture (hole size):   3.333 mm 
Wire Size:                           0.900 mm 
  
This size of mesh is perfectly suited to the European honey bee. WMI can also supply a finer  
mesh suitable for the native Australian bee. 
  
WMI sell the bee mesh by the lineal metre from a roll 1220mm wide. The purchase of 1.1lineal metres is 
enough to make SIX eight-frame bases. For those members who are not handy with cutting equipment, 
WMI can cut to size at a minimum charge. 
Normal sell price for this mesh is $110 per lineal metre. 
Show your current ABA Beekeeper membership card to pay $90 Lm including GST.   
  
Wire Mesh Industries Pty Ltd, 7-9 Rhodes Street, West Ryde, Sydney NSW 
02 9809 0900    wiremesh.com.au        
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Bees	in	the	news	
A	quick	roundup	of	recent	stories	from	print	and	online	media,	with	links	to	the	full	story,	video	
or	audio.	Click	on	the	links	to	read	original	story.	

	

COULD	YOU	EAT	YOUR	BEES?	
A recent paper published in the Journal of Apicultural Research shows how honeybee 
brood – the larvae and pupae of drones – has great potential as a food source to feed the 
world’s rapidly increasing population 
http://m.phys.org/news/2016-11-honey-bee-brood-future-food.html	
	

DO	BEES	HAVE	FEELINGS?	
That’s the question researchers in London have been trying to answer. So far, they’ve 
learned that bees who’ve been given a sweet treat are quicker to pursue a reward and to 
recover from a scare, compared to bees who haven’t had a sugar boost. Sounds like a 
beekeeper after eating a chocolate bar 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2016/09/29/bees-
can-be-optimists/	

QUEEN	BEE’S	WEDDING	FLIGHT	
It took film makers 10 days working with mini helicopters and high-speed cameras to 
capture 36 seconds of action 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2013/sep/06/queen-bee-
wedding-flight-video	
 
LANDMARK	EUROPEAN	COURT	VERDICT	MAY	CHANGE	DEBATE	ON	NEONICOTINOIDS	
Greenpeace reports that safety tests submitted to European regulators by chemical 
companies will have to be made public, following a ruling by the European Court of Justice. 
It could have a major impact on the debate around the decline of bee populations across 
the world 
http://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2016/11/24/bayer-syngenta-bees-
neonicotinoids-european-court/	
 
FILL	YOUR	GARDEN	WITH	BLUE	AND	WHITE	FLOWERS	FOR	BEES	
Bees see the world very differently to us. Bees cannot see red but they can see blue and 
green, as well as ultraviolet light. And not surprisingly, native bees prefer native plants best 
http://abc.net.au/news/2016-11-16/birds-and-bees-prefer-have-flower-
colours-preferences/7959382 
 
BEEHIVE	IN	THE	SKY		
It’s a skyscraper for bees: a seven-metre-tall cypress and glass 
tower. Visitors step inside and watch the bees through a glass 
ceiling. Elevator B is located in Buffalo, New York 
https://www.fastcoexist.com/1680215/a-gorgeous-
towering-hive-to-save-our-dying-bees/1	
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ELEVEN	CELEBRITIES	WHO	KEEP	BEES		
How many can you name before you click through to check your celebrity trivia? 
http://dbk1.com/blog/11-celebrities-who-keep-bees/		

CAR	EXHAUST	FUMES	MAKE	IT	HARDER	FOR	BEES	TO	PICK	UP	FLOWER	SCENTS	
Bees in the city may have a harder time recognising the smell of flowers, according to time 
University of Sydney research	
https://inews.co.uk/essentials/news/science/car-exhaust-fumes-confuse-bees-make-
pollination-harder-research-sows/	
 
GET	READY	FOR	HIGH	TECH	BEEKEEPING	
The BBC gives the rundown on devices aimed at monitoring your hives, predicting and 
tracking behaviour, keeping pests at bay and even telling you when swarming is imminent 
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-37386490	
	
WHY	COMMERCIAL	BEEKEEPERS	ARE	MOVING	AWAY	FROM	HONEY	TO	POLLINATION	
The business model is changing rapidly. Almond and blueberry farmers are driving the 
change	
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-24/horticulture-success-creates-pollination-
boom/7960188	
	
DIVIDING	A	STINGLESS	NATIVE	HIVE	
Native bee expert Dr Jenny Shanks splits a hive for Hawkesbury beekeepers to watch	

http://www.hawkesburygazette.com.au/story/4272937/the-buzz-on-beekeeping-
photos-video/	

	

The	Inveterate	Inventor		
	finds	a	solution	for…	a	damp	bee	site				 
Read	on	for	a	simple	fix	when	your	hives	are	prone	to	condensation	
Those	with	long	memories	may	recall	the	Inveterate	Inventor	has	a	bee	site	that	is	great	in	summer,	with	plenty	of	
shade,	a	small	creek	nearby	and	local	bush	with	a	good	range	of	trees	and	shrubs.		

But	it’s	a	real	problem	in	winter.	With	little	direct	sunlight	and	the	ever	flowing	creek,	the	site	stays	damp.		

Coming	out	of	winter	and	a	rainy	spring,	the	bee	boxes	will	be	wet.	I’ve	seen	mould	present	to	the	extent	that	the	ends	
of	the	top	bars	rot	and	would	often	snap	when	using	a	hive	tool	to	lift	them	out.	

Moving	the	hives	to	a	better	site	was	always	an	option	but	maybe	a	different	base	and	lid	would	do	the	trick.	An	earlier	
article	gave	the	construction	details	for	an	open	base	and	a	fully	insulated	lid	as	shown	in	this	image	(next	page).	

This	idea	came	up	in	a	series	of	articles	in	the	Australasian	Beekeeper		published	by	Des	Cannon.	The	insulated	lid	was	
designed	to	prevent	water	condensing	on	the	inside	of	the	lid	as	the	temperature	cooled	during	the	night.	This	
condensation	would	shower	down	over	the	combs.		

SEEN	AN	INTERESTING	FEATURE	ON	BEES	RECENTLY?		
Send	the	link	to	editor@beekeepers.asn.au	
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The	image	shows	the	base	and	the	lids	made.	Notice	the	
thickness	of	the	lid	–	the	space	is	filled	with	roof	insulation.		

The	base	uses	a	“BlueBees	“		bottom	board	with	no	tray.	

Well,	the	proof	is	in	the	eating	as	they	say.		Four	boxes	in	this	
location	came	through	the	2016	winter	wonderfully	well	with	
virtually	no	condensation	inside	the	hive	and	strong	colonies	of	
bees	in	good	health.	

Hardly	a	conclusive	and	scientific	trial	but	enough	to	persuade	
this	inventor	that	for	sites	like	mine,	one	open	bases	with	
insulated	lids	are	the	way	to	go.	

	
	

ABA	Council	Meeting	9am	December	11	
Hawkesbury	EarthCare	Centre,	Richmond		
	
The	ABA	holds	its	Council	meetings	around	NSW	to	allow	members	the	opportunity	to	be	involved	
in	decision	making	about	the	operation	of	the	ABA.	The	next	ABA	Council	meeting	is	at	the			

Hawkesbury	Earthcare	Centre,	Western	Sydney	
University,	Building	D13,		

Cnr	Beef	Cattle	Road	and	Campus	Drive		
Richmond	2753.	

	
Have	questions	about	the	new	membership	system?	
Sheila	Stokes	will	be	available	to	answer	questions	about	how	
members	or	Club	Membership	Officers	use	the	system.	
	
How	does	the	ABA	make	decisions	that	affect	the	
membership?	
Decisions	are	made	at	ABA	Council	Meeting	held	at	least	four	
times	per	year.		Financial	members	are	entitled	to	contribute	to	
those	decisions.	Ideally	all	clubs	would	be	represented.	
Expressing	concerns	about	decisions	after	the	event	is	not	as	
productive	as	being	there	and	helping	to	make	the	decisions.	
	
Items	to	be	discussed	at	the	meeting	include:	

• The	new	Biosecuity	Act	and	its	effects	
• Col	Pulling	inter	club	competition	for	2017	
• ABA-wide	beekeeping	training	plan	
• 2018	Amateur	Beekeeping	Conference	
• Update	on	the	new	membership	system	launch	
• “Rebranding”	of	the	ABA	image	
• Electrical	safety	of	club	equipment	on	loan	

	
Format	of	the	day	
9	am	to	12	pm	-	Meeting	
12	pm	-	1	pm	-	Catered	lunch	should	be	available	for	@$10	a	
person	
1	pm	to	3	pm	–	Online	membership	System:	Q	and	A	session	
with	Sheila	Stokes	
Please	let	Dave	Wilson	know	if	you	are	attending	so	we	
can	organise	catering.	secretary@beekeepers.asn.au	

Act	now	to	get	your	club	an	
educational	grant	for	up	to	$900	
To	date,	applications	have	been	received	from:		

Hunter			-	have	revised	their	application	due	to	
obtaining	a	free	flow	hive	and	are	choosing	to	
spend	their	grant	on	PA	equipment	to	enhance	
their	presentations	to	members	etc.		

Bega	–	Establish	an	apiary		

Central	Coast	–	Bus	trip	to	Tocal	Field	Day		

Southern	Highlands	–	Extracting	Equipment		

Sydney	–	Flow	Hive		

Shoalhaven	–	Laptop	and	projector		

Nepean	–	Warre	and	Top	Bar	hive	for	their	
apiary			

Yass	–	extractor,	uncapping	knife	and	PPE	

Macarthur	–	Extracting	Equipment		

Hawkesbury	–	to	establish	a	new	apiary	

Goulburn	–	to	produce	a	flora	booklet,	have	
two	display	hives	built	and	improve	signage	

All	of	the	applications	have	met	the	guidelines	
for	educational	purposes	and	have	been	
accompanied	or	are	awaiting	minutes	to	show	
the	club	decision.		

We	have	sent	out	an	invitation	to	all	clubs	so	
check	with	your	executive	and	get	them	to	
apply	before	the	end	of	December	2016.	If	you	
have	any	questions	or	need	assistance,	contact	
Miskell	Hampton	ABA	Education	Officer	
misandcy@hotmail.com		
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ABA	Club	contacts	
Note:	to	join	a	club,	go	to	beekeepers.asn.au	and	click	APPLY	TO	JOIN.		

Applications	are	forwarded	to		individual	clubs	for	approval	

Club Contact Email address Web site address 

Bathurst	 Mary	Keys	 secretary@bathurstbeekeepers.org.au		 www.facebook.com/BathurstBeekee
pers	

Bega	Valley	 Fay	Steward	 secretary@begavalleybeeclub.org.au		 	

Central	Coast	 Max	Rae	

	

mx_rae@yahoo.com.au		 	

Goulburn	
District	

Lee	Towle	 secretary@goulburnbeekeepers.asn.au		 www.goulburnbeekeepers.asn.au	

Hawesbury	 Sheila	
Stokes	

hawkesbury.secretary@beekeepers.asn.
au	

	

Hunter	Valley	 Linda	Winn	
	 pclawinn@bigpond.net.au	 www.hunter-valley-amateur-

beekeepers.org		

Illawarra	 Geoff	
Henning	

lincres@ozemail.com.au		 www.beekeeperssutherland.org.au		

Macarthur	 Caroline	
Clatworthy	

secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au	 www.macbeekeepers.asn.au	

Manning	
Valley	

Vicki	Grace	 covenanttreasures@msn.com		 	

Mid	North	
Coast	

Peter	
Dickson	
Smith	

pdsbml@bigpond.com		 	

Nepean	 Sheila	
Stokes	

secretary@nepeanbeekeepers.com		 	

Northern	
Rivers	

Shirley	
Ashman	

Shirley.Asman@bigpond.com		 	

Parramatta	 Robyn	
Alderton	

parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com		 https://www.facebook.com/	
groups/parramattabeekeepers/	

Shoalhaven	 Tim	Haddad	 shoalhavenbeekeepers@gmail.com		 	

Southern	
Highlands	

Jim	Stonier	 jwstonier@bigpond.com	 www.southernhighlands	
bees.org	

Sydney	
Central	

Lisa	Blythe	 secretary@sydneybeeclub.org.au		 www.sydneybeeclub.org.au	

Urban	
Beekeepers	of	
the	Inner	
West	

Mel	Barrs	 melbarrs@hotmail.com	 www.urbanbeekeepersinnerwest.org	

Yass	and	
District	

Linda	
Swadling	

yass@beekeepers.asn.au	 	
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BIOSECURITY ACT 2015

Proposed management approach
BEES
The NSW beekeeping industry is estimated to contribute $36 
million annually, representing 40-45% of Australia’s honey crop. 
Australian beekeepers provide an import pollination service for 
our horticultural and crop industries estimated at $3.8 billion 
annually for the Australian economy.  Bee pests and diseases, 
both endemic and exotic, can have a fi nancial impact as a 
result of lost production or increased costs of production. 

The new biosecurity framework and tools will safeguard 
our economy, environment and community. 

Biosecurity Regulation 2016

MANAGEMENT APPROACH IS DETERMINED BY LEVEL OF RISK
MODERATE 
RISK

MANAGE AND 
MINIMISE RISK

EXTREME 
RISK

MEDIUM 
RISK HIGH RISK

Prioritisation of biosecurity risks is guided by National and State 
strategies and agreements and NSW DPI risk assessments.

 GENERAL BIOSECURITY DUTY
OUTCOME IS TO PREVENT, ELIMINATE & MINIMISE RISKS

• Beekeepers are responsible for managing 
biosecurity risks that they know about or could 
reasonably be expected to know about

• Australian Honey Bee Industry Code of Practice 
sets out good biosecurity guidelines

• People dealing with bees should know 
how to minimise the impact and spread of 
brood disease by ensuring good hygiene is 
practiced when handling apiary products 

 REGISTRATION
• Registration is compulsory for all people 

who keep honey bees (Apis mellifera)
• Even if you only have one hive you 

must register with NSW DPI
• Any existing registration under the Apiaries Act 

1985 will be taken as registration under the 
new Biosecurity Act. When your registration 
expires, you renew it under the Biosecurity Act

 MANDATORY MEASURES
OUTCOME IS TO MANAGE AND CONTROL 
THE RISK OF BRAULA FLY  

• Regulate the importation into NSW from 
Tasmania of potential carriers

• Carriers include bees, comb honey, 
used apiary equipment 

 PROHIBITED MATTER
OUTCOME IS TO PREVENT ENTRY INTO NSW

• Listed in Schedule 2 of the Biosecurity Act
• Includes acariasis tracheal mite, tropilaelaps mite, 

varroa mite, braula fl y, Africanised honeybee, dwarf 
honeybee, giant honeybee, Asian honeybee

• Duty to notify presence or suspected presence  
• Authorised Offi  cer can accept Biosecurity 

Undertaking from a beekeeper to issue a 
Biosecurity Direction to manage a disease or pest

• Off ence to deal with or posses Prohibited Matter
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