
AMATEUR
THE

BEEKEEPER

beekeepers.asn.au

  
Announcing 
• 2019 Conference Weekend

• Revamped Interclub 
Contest

• ABA Beekeeper Awards

February/March 2019

The Art  
 & Science 
of Beekeeping

2019 conference



February/March 2019 

Contents
3   2019 CONFERENCE 

 The Art and Science of Beekeeping
4   MEMbER bENEFits   

 Log Book for 2019: Get yours now!
  sEasONal tips

 Inspections in hot weather
5   tREE iD   

 Lemon Scented Tea Tree
6  pREsiDENt’s lEttER 

 The Joy of Entering Honey Shows
7  REgulatiONs 
 Powers of the Bee Inspector
8  Club COMpEtitiON 

 Get ready: 2019 Interclub Contest   
10  iNDiviDual awaRDs  

 ABA celebrates beekeepers like you
11  bEE taCtiCs

 Four ways to find the Queen
  iNsuRaNCE upDatE

13  bEE sCiENCE 
 New findings on how varroa attacks 

14  OvERhEaRD

 Bee store musings
  biOsECuRity

 Code of Practice: How to get a copy
15  CONtaCts 
16  aba busiNEss 
 Next council meeting

2   THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2019

 

DIARY DATES
ABA CONFERENCE 2019

JuNE 7,8,9 

ABA COuNCIL MEETING FEBRuARy 23 
ILLAwARRA BEEkEEpERs CLuB HOusE

5

4

11

 

Free to MEMBERS 

17  bEEkEEpiNg haCks

  Moving a hive a short distance
16  iNvEtERatE iNvENtOR 
 Preparing cut comb



3  THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2019

Western Sydney University 
Hawkesbury campus, Richmond

June 7, 8 & 9

The Art  
 & Science 
of Beekeeping

amateur beekeepers association 

2019 conference

The ABA is thrilled to announce details of this year’s conference. 
The much anticipated event will be held over the Queen’s Birthday long weekend –

that’s the second weekend in June. And our venue is the beautiful Hawkesbury campus of 
Western Sydney University in Richmond.

We’ve chosen this venue as it gives us access to comfortable state-of-the-art lecture theatres, 
it has good access by road and public transport, and is home to many bee-related research  
projects. (The ABA’s Hawkesbury club, in fact, has its apiary on the grounds of the university and 
members are involved in several on-going bee studies locally.)

2019’s conference theme, “The Art & Science of Beekeeping”, brings together both aspects of 
recreational beekeeping – a celebration of the wonder and beauty of bees, and the practical study 
and management of these fascinating creatures. To that end, we’re looking forward to presenting 
an exciting programme of speakers from Australia and overseas who are involved in projects of 
world class standard. (Full speaker details will be announced shortly.)

Trade stalls will be open at the venue on Saturday and Sunday.
Our weekend will kick off on Friday evening with early registration and a presentation of entries 

in our bee-themed short film competition. 
Saturday and Sunday will be filled with talks, workshops and tours.
Interclub competition displays and judging will happen on Saturday, with winners announced 

at the Conference Gala Dinner at Hawkesbury Race Club on Saturday night. The evening will also 
feature the finalists and winners of our new awards for individual beekeepers. 

The weekend incorporates our Annual General Meeting, which is open to all ABA members.
TICKETS GO ON SALE IN MID FEBRUARY. Look out for an email invitation to purchase tickets at 

a special member discount. Trade stall applications and an invitation to join our conference volun-
teer team will also be sent to members later this month.  

Don’t miss out! See you at Richmond in June.



MEMBER BENEFITS 

2019 Log Book
This makes it easy to keep track of 
your bees at each inspection

The ABA has started sending out members’ 2019 
Beekeeper’s Log Books. These have been spe-
cially designed by the ABA to suit local beekeep-

ers. Each book contains 60 pages where you can store 
notes on every hive inspection. 

Each book has been printed on high quality matt 
paper with a striking close-up image of a honeybee on 
the cover. 

The log books – a special member benefit for 2019 
– are going out in batches, according to when you or-
dered your copy. (The log book was offered with your 
2019 membership on joining or renewing.)

Expect a package in your mailbox this week if you 
are an Earlybird member who requested and paid 
the extra $5 to have a log book mailed direct to your 
home. In most cases these packs will also contain your 
membership card.

Members who ordered a copy to pick up from their 
club should keep an eye out for a message from the 
club or ask at the next meeting.

Record keeping is an essential part of the Biose-
curity Code of Practice. This ABA initiative is aimed at 
helping local beekeepers follow good habits – both for 
the health of their own bees and to ensure Australia 
keeps on top of harmful pests and diseases that have 
the potential to cause significant harm if not con-
tained.

If you have any feedback about the project, please 
contact us on feedback@beekeepers.asn.au   
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     SUE CARNEY  

“Can I StIll Order?”
Worried that you haven’t ordered your free copy  
(or want to check if you did)? Please go online to  

beekeepers.asn.au/sign-in 
Here you can see and update your own  

records, select optional benefits and keep track of 
your membership. 

Each 2019 financial member can order one free 
copy of the log book or request access to  

downloadable PDF sheets. 
Log book orders must be made through the 
membership system so we can keep track. 

And for those who’ve asked: extra copies may be 
available for sale once membership copies  

have been distributed.  

SEASONAL TIP 

Inspections in very hot weather 
Arthur Garske has good advice for when the temperature soars

W              ith the heat we have been having recently, if you are going to look at your bees do it early 
in the morning. Confine brood inspections to three frames, looking quickly and shaking 
the frame to see what is coming in. Put the hive back together promptly as it takes bees 

24 hours to complete the set up of their air conditioning. 
If you have several hives, observe what is going on at the entrances and look only at brood in hives 

that are not doing as well according to your external observations.
If the bees are working a flow, under super and put the box that was on top, back on top.
In high temperatures, you do not have to look at brood in the boxes that are doing  well at the en-

trances; just add supers if needed. Again, under super and put the top box near full of honey back on 
top. Don’t look at bees in the heat of the day.
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BEE TREES 

Lemon Scented Tea Tree 
Learn to identify the trees that provide nectar and pollen

THE LEMON SCENTED TEA TREE  (Leptospermum petersonii), is a well-known native species that has recent-
ly been tested and confirmed to produce nectar that will result in a bio active honey.

It’s quite easy to identify by crushing a few leaves in your hands. The distinct lemony scent is due to the 
presence of oil in the leaves, which can be used to flavour your cup of tea. 

Did I hear someone say Honey-sweetened lemon-scented black tea?  Nice.
Propagation is done via cuttings from softwood growth. Leave a few leaves on each stem, use a rooting 

hormone to promote root growth, and pot in any decent seed raising mixture. The key is to never let the seed 
raising mixture dry out. To boost your chance of success, have a look at some of the great little propagation 
tents available now. A basic misting system on a tap timer is also a great investment.

If taking cuttings, select a tree that has a good shape as you’re creating an exact copy of the tree you’re 
taking the cuttings from. 

Seed is easy to collect by placing a few of the woody nuts in a ziplock bag in a sunny spot. The nuts will re-
lease thousands of seeds and these can be grown using the same seed raising mix. Place a sheet of glass over 
the top of the tray or pots to create some additional warmth that will assist sprouting.

As a fully grown tall shrub, it will reach up to five metres high and can be pruned to maintain shape. This 
makes it ideal for hedges to hide that back fence, or a windbreak down the side of the house, not to mention 
forage for bees.

As with the majority of the leptospermum species this tree adapts well to most climate zones, is quite hardy 
and will produce flowers even in drought conditions. The presence of nectar, however, may be limited in dry 
conditions. 

Happy propagating.
LEN VERRENKAMP       

PHOTOS: 
LEN VERRENKAMP

CloCkwide from top: softwood Cuttings 
are easy to propagate; ColleCting seeds is 
easy; tea tree pods ready to gather seeds; 

tea trees have a distinCtive blossom;  
a lemon sCented tea tree  flourishes in a 

range of Conditions



The National Honey Show is held every year in con-
junction with the Royal Easter Show. The competitions 
for apiculture began right back in 1888.

Why would I want to enter my honey? you may ask.  
Surely it’s for the commercial side of beekeeping.

Not so. The majority of entries are from small 
producers (fewer than 20 hives) and there is even a 
specific section this year just for Flow Hive (Class 39) 
honey. This will be quite interesting as there has been 
some talk about the high quality honey coming from 
Flow frames due to the lack of processing. Now this 
may just be the beekeepers’ “my honey is best” boast 
which was made clearly evident by our MC, Scott Levi, 
at the conference last year. However once the RAS 
judging is complete we may know once and for all.   

(There’s also a class for Australian native bee honey 
this year. It’s another first for the RAS.)

So . . . why should you enter honey in the biggest  
honey competition in Australia? 

Competition is a great way to learn how to prepare 
and present – in the best way possible – the bounty 
your bees provide. This then flows (pun intended) 
down to how you collect and package all your honey, 
whether it’s being given as a gift, sold at the kid’s 
school fete or even stocked at the local fruit shop. 

Present your honey at its best. Honey is no longer 
just a commodity that’s blended and mixed to produce 
the same result every time. We’re seeing more and 
more comparisons to wine, with tasting notes becom-
ing more common and a higher importance placed on 
the provenance of that particular jar – not just 
the floral species, but which side of the hill the 
trees were on and down to the specific hive of 
bees that collected that jarful of honey.  

Our bees produce a premium product that 
deserves showcasing to the public. And what 
better vehicle than The Royal Easter Show, 
with approximately 900,000 people going 
through the gates each year. And yes, every  
jar that’s entered is put on display in Honey-
land (Woolworths Food Dome) for the whole 
two weeks, where you can even volunteer to 
help out.

Do you have a chance of a prize?
Most certainly. My first attempt was in  

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Entering the Big 
Honey Show 

2015 when I collected Supreme Champion  
and Best in Show medals. This left myself, partner-
in-all-things-bees Max, and our better halves quite 
stunned. So it can be done.

The schedule is queen!
The best tip I can offer is to study the schedule. It’s 

the rule book and lists all the available classes and 
their specific requirements. 

Then take a look at your honey and try to choose 
classes that suit the products you have available to 
enter.

The paperwork for entries closes on February 13 so 
you still have a couple of weeks. 

The physical entries are then due on March 29 and 
30. They can be delivered personally or sent by courier 
(in which case they would need to be in before March 
28). 

Link to The National Honey Show is here:
https://www.rasnsw.com.au/sydney-royal-compe-

titions/competitions/national-honey-competition/
Link to the competition schedule is here:
https://www.rasnsw.com.au/globalassets/docu-

ment-library/rasnsw/competitions/honey/2019-hon-
ey-schedule.pdf

Good luck and hopefully I have inspired you to put in 
an entry or two. Just competing is a great experience 
and may lead to bigger and better things.  
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Put your products in a show and 
the results may surprise you



Which DPI officers have the power to inspect 
beekeepers’ hives?
The DPI tells us it currently has 42 Regulatory Com-
pliance Officers and five Compliance Investigation 
Officers authorised under the NSW Biosecurity Act 
2015 to enter property to investigate and inspect 
beehives. You can ask for and expect to see evidence 
of their authorisation. 
What factors prompt a hive inspection?
A nuisance bee complaint; a report of unauthorised 
use of antibiotics; an abandoned hive report; a re-
quest from a beekeeper about a suspected exotic pest 
or disease; an adhoc inspection by an apiary officer; a 
targeted apiary compliance operation . . . 
Generally, the DPI conducts hive inspections to iden-
tify and assess biosecurity risks.
Can hive inspections occur without the 
knowledge or permission of the relevant 
beekeeper?
Yes, they can. If the situation allows, the authorised 
DPI officer may try to contact the hive owner first. 
However, if officers suspect breaches of the Biose-
curity Act 2015, they may decide to enter a property 
without the beekeeper knowing or agreeing.
Under what circumstances can a DPI officer 
enter property without the owner’s  
permission?
Authorised officers can go onto property, for in-
stance, to investigate specific biosecurity complaints 
or reports, or as part of routine compliance and en-
forcement activities. 
‘Property’, as defined under the Act, excludes a res-
idence. That means they’d need a search warrant to 
enter your home without an invitation.
Which DPI officers have access to the bee-
keeping registration database?
The DPI tells us that rego information is restricted to 
officers carrying out compliance tasks or administra-
tion of the database. 
When a complaint about nuisance bees is 
received, what guidelines or procedures does 
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REGULATIONS 

THE POWERS OF THE BEE INSPECTOR   
Did you know that DPI officers 
can enter your property to inspect 
your hives? The ABA investigates 
the rules

the DPI follow to investigate the complaint?
The NSW DPI’s Nuisance bee complaint guidelines 
cover how it assesses cases and what action it takes. 
So what criteria are in these guidelines?
The DPI may act if it finds a ‘demonstrated risk to 
public health or public safety.’ 
Examples of this: if a person with a serious allergy 
to bee venom (verified by an allergy specialist and 
supported by medical documentation) is likely to be 
exposed to the bees
Or it could involve, for example, beehives close to 
places identified as high risk, such as schools, child-
care centres, public swimming pools and hospitals. 
When investigating, the officer will also consider if 
the hives are being managed according to the Austra-
lian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code Of Practice 
and may make recommendations for the beekeeper 
to comply with this code. 
Neighbours lodging nuisance bee reports need to pro-
vide detailed evidence of the problem: simply object-
ing to bees in the area is not enough.
What are the beekeeper’s options if bees are 
found to be a nuisance?
The most common option is to relocate the hive/s. 
The beekeeper can do this voluntarily. The authorised 
officer can issue a Biosecurity Undertaking or Biose-
curity Direction to force a beekeeper to shift the bees.
Is there a right of appeal?
If a beekeeper doesn’t agree to a DPI decision, they 
can request an internal review by submitting a 
prompt written request to the person informing them 
of the decision, or to the manager responsible.
Still unhappy after this review?
A beekeeper can take the case to the NSW Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal within 28 days of receiving 
the results of the review.
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CLUB COMPETITION

Announcing the 
2019 Col Pulling Contest 

This year, following feedback from clubs and 
individual members, we are revising the inter-
club competition so it appeals to a wide range 

of our beekeeping clubs  – and we’ve made it simpler 
to submit entries. 

Full entry details will be sent to clubs. But here’s 
enough to get you thinking. (And we know how some 
love to begin preparing early . . .)

THIS YEAR’S FIVE SECTIONS
Apiary Products 

Enter at least four honey and three non-honey 
classes from the 15 available. If your club  enters more 
than the minimum number of classes your best four 
honey and best three non-honey marks count.

• Liquid honey . We’ll have four classes (very 
light, light, medium and dark) as per RAS class-
es.  Enter 3 x 500g jars per category

• Natural granulation honey 3 x 500 gr jar
• Creamed honey 3 x 500g jar
• Liquid chunk honey (chunk same source at least 

40 x 110mm) 3 x 500g jar
• Frame of comb honey. Langstroth Full Depth or 

Ideal.  1 frame
• Beeswax block, natural colour  500g
• Moulded candles, natural beeswax x 2
• Dipped candles less than 3cm diameter natural 

x 2
• Pollen, cleaned dried  1 x 500g jar
• Sweet mead  2 x 750ml unlabelled bottles
• Dry mead 2 x 750ml unlabelled bottles
• Beeswax wraps 3 x 30cm square cotton, any 

pattern, unwrapped, flat, with recipe
Extra points will be awarded for evidence of club 

participation in the entry selection or product creation. 
[No club cakes this time -- but master bakers and 

decorators might want to check out the individual 
awards on the next page.]

Club Report 

Forget elaborate formatting. This year we are 
asking clubs to complete an online form. Each answer 

will marked for evidence of club energy, initiative and 
excellence. 

Health of club  How has your membership changed 
over the year? Tell us about growth, participation and 
membership.

Local relevance  Tell us about how your club caters 
for your region’s beekeepers.

Community participation How has your club joined 
in local community events in the last 12 months?

Training What does your club do to help members 
develop practical beekeeping skills? 

Club organisation Give us evidence of how engaged 
and organised your committee is, your programme 
of meetings, communications to members, and ways 
your members get involved in running the club

Services to members What do you offer to mem-
bers aside from face-to-face meetings and practical 
sessions?

2018/19 Club Initiative

Here’s an opportunity to nominate the one project 
your club is proud of from the last 12 months. This 
will be judged on ‘the idea’, execution, participation,  
and value to amateur beekeeping/bee health. 

We’re not placing any limits on what qualifies as 
an ‘initiative’.  Give us an outline and we will contact 
you if we require further information prior to judging. 
Special consideration will be given to ideas that can 
be replicated by other clubs. The initiative must have 
been completed or released in 2018/19.

Quiz 

This year our quiz will be ‘user generated’. 
We are asking clubs to submit up to five questions 

(and answers) each. 
20 Q/As will be selected for the contest held during 

the conference and AG weekend in June and others 
used in the journal throughout the year. 

Qs can be about beekeeping skills, regulations, 
research, recent events or bee trivia. 

We will be looking for a range of questions that 
are entertaining and highlight beekeeping knowledge 
relevant to ABA members.



Stick to multiple-choice answers. We need to be 
able to check the correct answer so we’ll ask to see 
your sources. Answers will be checked prior to the 
quiz session at the conference. 

To encourage clubs to enter questions, the top 
three club efforts (as judged by the competition panel) 
in submitting questions will be awarded extra points.

Clubs can enter a team of up to six members to 
compete in the quiz in person at the conference.

During the quiz, clubs will not be marked on ques-
tions they have submitted – scores will be prorated. 

Photography 

Topic for 2019:  “This is us”
We ask clubs to submit at least one image and not 

more than three. If more than one image is submitted 

ABA 2019 
Individual awardS

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO SHINE! 
Enter one contest. Or enter all.   

Winners announced during the conference weekend in June   
.  

ENtRy FORMs aND DEtails will bE sENt Out  
tO all MEMbERs  

Beekeeping Invention  
of the Year

Have you devised a gadget or device that makes beekeeping life easier? We’d love to hear about it.
Entry by competition entry form, including images and description. 

Finalists will be given a free ticket to attend the conference gala dinner and may be asked to explain or 
demonstrate their invention during the evening. 

Art or craft project 
celebrating bees

Calling all creatives. This is your chance to gain statewide fame and show off your artistic skills. This is a 
wide open category -- you can submit an original work in any medium: for example woodwork, print, fabric, 

paint, dance . . . even cake.. 
Item judged on: skill, originality, visual impact, fit for purpose.  Judging panel and a members’ choice award.

Items will be displayed at the conference and winners will be announced at the gala dinner.

the competition panel will select the most appropri-
ate image to go into the contest.

Images will be judged on originality and how 
clearly they depict the character of each club. Images 
should feature some or all members in an apiary or 
specific local surroundings.  

Please take some time to set up the photo. It 
should reflect the energy and personality of your 
particular club. It can be a ‘class photo’ or any other 
formal or informal setup that you choose. 

Images remain the property of the photographer/
club. 

By submitting them for the competition, the pho-
tographer and club give permission for the ABA to use 
the images to promote amateur beekeeping and the 
activities of the ABA.

Good luck everyone! 
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Beekeeper 
selfie

Here we’re looking for the best image of an ABA member with their bees.  Send us selfie (portrait looking at 
camera) of yourself in beekeeping setting and tell us in up to 200 words about your adventures with bees, where 

you live and which club you belong to. 
We will feature the best images during the dinner and in the journal during the year. 

All featured beekeepers will receive a prize .

BEST Honey label 
and packaging

Let’s celebrate excellence in honey presentation beyond just the regularly judged criteria for honey.
Submit up to three honey products in any type and combination of packaging fit for sale. Remember: this 

category isn’t about what’s inside the jar or box. It’s about how you have presented or marketed it to make it 
attractive to potential customers or recipients. Entries will be judged on design, compliance to regulations, exe-

cution and copywriting.  Separate expert panel and members’ choice awards.

So . . . you’ve got four months to refine your entries to these awards. 
Look out for entry forms and detailed instructions that we will be sending out soon. 
You don’t need to attend the conference to enter but why miss out on the fun of the  

displays and finalists. After all, there’s likely to be a cake . . . or two!

IF YOU’VE  taken out the optional  
beekeeper insurance for 2019 we are  
sending you a Certificate of Currency. (In pre-

vious years, insured members had to request a certificate when needed). 
Earlybird members have already received their certificates via email. Anyone taking up insurance after  
January 1 will get their certificate in the month following payment.

Please keep your certificate as proof of your cover. Members who sell honey at markets, for instance, are 
usually asked by organisers to provide evidence of their public liability insurance before  
they can rent a space.  The policy covers the 2019 calendar year and costs $20.

For a link to policy details, click on beekeepers.asn.au/insurance
You can always check you insurance status by logging in on beekeepers.asn.au/sign-in
For specific queries contact Vince Schnyder at membership@beekeepers.asn.au

Insurance certificates



BEE TACTICS 

Looking for the queen 
Bruce White explains some simple 
ways to home in on her majesty

IT IS IMPORTANT to requeen colonies at least every 
two years. As a queen ages she lays fewer eggs, 
so the colony population will decline unless she is 

replaced. Colonies are often requeened earlier if they, 
for instance, become aggressive, have poor hygienic 
behaviour* or develop poor brood areas.
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The normal method of finding the queen is to use 
minimal smoke when opening the hive so the worker 
bees don’t rush around the combs. With less frenet-
ic activity, the queen should be easier to locate. You 
should inspect all surfaces below a queen excluder, 
including frames, box walls and the bottom board. In a 
colony without a queen excluder, check all combs, box 
walls and the bottom board. 

Once the queen is located for removal or killed, a 
new queen can be introduced, usually in a queen cage.

Finding queens in established colonies can be difficult and time consuming. Here are four 
methods to make the beekeeper’s job easier. 

1 Marking  Prior to introducing a new queen, mark her thorax (NOT the striped section, which is the 
abdomen) with a Posca pen. This makes her easier to find during future inspections. (Posca pens are 
widely available at office supply stores, newsagents and art shops for about $6.)

marking a queen makes her muCh easier to spot on a frame 
full of bees. breeders use an international Convention to 

distinguish the year when a queen is born.   

*Hygenic behaviour refers to a colony’s ability to remove dead or diseased brood. This characteris-
tic is genetic, so replacing a queen can improve a colony’s ability to protect itself from disease
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2 Smoke Method  In a colony with 
a queen excluder puff a lot of smoke 
into the entrance to force many of the 
worker bees deeper into the hive and 

above the excluder. 
It’s easier to spot the queen if there are fewer bees than normal 

in the brood nest. 
Move the lid a few centimetres so smoke can escape. After a 

few minutes remove the lid and any supers. 
Check the excluder carefully as you remove it as the smoke 

should have forced the queen as far away from the entrance as  
she can go. If she’s not on the excluder, check all the frames, bot-
tom board and walls till you spot her.

smoking bees out of the box (left) under the exCluder will 
reduCe the number of bees you need to searCh through (below)

to find the queen. .  

3 Drift Method Move the colony you are examining at least a metre from its 
original location. Then place an empty brood box, bottom board and lid, or a 
cardboard box with an entrance, in its place.

All bees returning from the field will go to the colony’s original location rath-
er than where it is now. That means you have fewer bees in the colony you are inspecting. 

This method is ideal for finding queens in aggressive colonies, in hives with plenty of 
bees, and in hives without excluders.

Wait about ten minutes before starting to inspect the original hive.. 
Once you’ve located the queen, return it to its original location and shake 
the field bees from the cardboard box or temporary brood box onto the 
ground at the front of the original hive. They will quickly return home.

this method temporarily Cuts down the 
number of bees in the hive . the hive to ibe 

inspeCted is moved away (above).  
a box on the hive’s original site (left) will 
ColleCt all refurning field bees . while you 

Complete your searCh
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4 Queen Excluder Method The idea here 
is to shake all the bees from combs that 
are below an excluder, or all the bees in a 
colony with no excluder, onto a sheet on 

the ground in front of the hive. 
Before the colony can reenter the hive, place a 

queen excluder ontop of a loose bottom board and un-
der the brood box that has the now bee-less frames.

Wait about 15 minutes so the colony reenters the 
hive and the majority of the bees pass through the 
excluder to the combs. Using a smoker will drive the 
bees faster and speed up this method.

 Remove the brood box and then carefully examine 
the excluder and bottom board. Your queen should be 
there along with a few workers and the drones.

If you use fixed bottom boards, you can still use 
this method. After shaking out the bees, simply place 
the excluder on top of the empty brood box with its 
fixed bottom board.  Then stack a full depth box with 
the original brood frames above this. Once again, the 
majority of the bees will go up onto the frames and 
you will be left with a few workers, drones and the 
queen in the bottom box. After you have located the 
queen, return the brood frames to the bottom box.

BEE SCIENCE

Varroa: revolutionary new research 
Until recently scientists thought these parasitic mites fed on bee ‘blood’. 
The truth is very different

RESEARCHERS worldwide have been working for 
five decades to understand the habits of the devas-
tating bee parasite varroa destructor – now regard-
ed as the single greatest driver of honeybee health 
decline.

 Until now the wisdom was that the parasite 
consumes hemolymph, the bee equivalent of blood. 
However a research paper published in January has 
overturned this theory. 

A team of researchers led by Samuel Ramsey at the 
University of Maryland, looked at the structure of the 
mites’ feeding system and discovered it didn’t seem 
adapted to a liquid diet. Instead, they 
found that the mites go for a spot on 
the underside of the bees’ metasoma 
(abdomen) and consume bees’ fat 
body tissue. By doing this they cause 
more direct damage than previously 
thought. 

Bee fat body tissue is responsi-

ble for hormone regulation, immune response, and 
pesticide detoxification. It is located directly under 
the cuticle of the bee at the spot favoured by nearly 
two-thirds of mites attaching to bees in their tests.  
(See red spot on illustration below.) 

The researchers explain: These findings explain the 
failure of some previous attempts at developing effec-
tively targeted treatment strategies for varroa control. 
Furthermore, it provides some explanation for the di-
verse array of debilitating pathologies associated with 
varroa that were unexplained by hemolymph removal 
alone. Our work provides a path forward for the devel-
opment of novel treatment strategies for varroa.”
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The Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice sets out the rules for 
beekeeping in all parts of the country. 

It is clear and easy to follow. The rules apply to both recreational and commercial 
beekeepers (though keepers with 50+ hives have additional responsibilities).

To download your copy, go to the Resources for Beekeepers section of our website at 
beekeepers.asn.au. 

Ask at your club if they have any printed copies . The ABA distributed bulk copies to 
clubs last Spring so every member could be given this reference to keep at home.

OVERHEARD 

“Where did the 
nice bees go?”
Dave Wilson is all ears in the bee 
supplies store queue

The customer is complaining about the hive they’ve installed in 
their backyard. “There used to be lots of bees coming and going 
from the entrance. They were quiet and wonderful bees. I enjoyed watching them from my window.”

But now the complaint: “Now there are hardly any bees at all. They seem to be very cranky and bad tem-
pered and I have no honey.”

Followed by the classic statement: “I think my hive is broken. How do I fix it?”
The question is asked “Have you opened up the hive to see what is happening” and the answer is a re-

sounding No.  “Because this is a Flow Hive. And, besides which, I have no suitable protective clothing.”
Oh dear. On the positive side, I tell myself, the fact that the change in population has been noted is good.
On the other hand, the reason for the population crash and the perceived change in temperament of the 

bees certainly won’t be resolved by looking through a window.
There are some fundamental truisms about keeping bees.

1. No matter what style of hive or bee box, the way the 
colony works is the same. 

2. Keeping a couple of hives together allows the perfor-
mance of one hive to be judged against the other.

3. If you cannot check the brood you should not be keeping 
bees.

I wish the beewatcher well and hope their fascination leads 
them down the right track. We all start somewhere, after all. 
But with bees, for their sake and everyone else’s, it saves a 

lot of time and lot of wasted money to do your research first.

Just arrived!
Bee shoes for adults, 
juniors and toddlers 

ABA members: 
ORDER SHOES & GET A FREE  

‘Power to the Pollinators’  
CARRY BAG and FRIDGE MAGNET

Advertisement

keeperandhive.com 



 

Tony Collector Pty Ltd – Tanks & Drums 
 

Unit 1-3, 53 Hobart Street, Riverstone NSW 2765 
 

We’re promoting our containers and drums to the 
beekeeper community. Containers are suitable for 

storing rain water, liquid or material for human and 
animal consumption. We offer a 10% discount to all 

members of the ABA.  
 
1000L Brand New 
IBC’s Container 
Original Price: $300 
Member Price: $270 
Size about: 
1200 x 1000 x 1100 
Weight: 55-56 kg 

 
 
1000L Reconditioned 
IBC’s Container 
Original Price: $170 
Member Price: $153 
  
220L Reconditioned 
Plastic Open Top Drum 
with Screw lid 
Original Price: $25 
Member Price: $22.50 
Size: 405 D x 1000 mm H  

 
Please call Maxine on 02 9838 1873 or  

Tony on 0425 296 343 for details 
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SYDNEY	BEE	SHOP	

Our	beekeeping	shop	in	Matraville		
stocks	most	gear	for	the	hobby	beekeeper,		

offering	Australian	made	or	assembled	equipment	
where	possible.	

We’ve	personally	tested	all	our	gear	and	only	
stock	products	we’d	use	ourselves.		

Save	time	–	order	online	for	instore	pick-up		
or	we	can	deliver	for	$10	in	Sydney.	

shop.theurbanbeehive.com.au	

	

U21	,	19	McCauley	st	Matraville	2036	
Phone	02	9232	5600	

Open	Thu	-	Fri	10	–	5	Sat	10	–	3		
or	by	Appointment	at	other	times.	

Ask us about our discounts for ABA members!

sECREtaRy DavE wilsON 
secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

pREsiDENt lEN vERRENkaMp  
president@beekeepers.asn.au

viCE pREsiDENt aND it shEila stOkEs 
vp@beekeepers.asn.au

tREasuRER lyall ZwECk 
treasurer@beekeepers.asn.au

biOsECuRity bRuCE whitE 
biosecurity@beekeepers.asn.au

Advertisements

ABA Contacts 2019

publiC OFFiCER aRthuR gaRskE 
publicofficer@beekepers.asn.au

EDitOR aND REsOuRCEs suE CaRNEy 
editor@beekeepers.asn.au

MEMbERship viNCE sChNyDER 
membership@beekeepers.asn.au

EDuCatiON MiskEll haMptON 
education@beekeepers.asn.au

COMMittEE MEMbER aNa MaRtiN 
ana.martin@beekeepers.asn.au

WANT TO ADVERTISE IN 
THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER? 

We accept advertisements for  
beekeeping related products or services  

of interest to our members. 

Ads offering a significant benefit or 
discount to ABA members may qualify 

to run free of charge. 
April issue DEADLINE: March 11

editor@beekeepers.asn.au
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Starting 9am
ILLAWARRA BEEKEEPERS’ CLUB HOUSE, 

WARATAH PARK, 98 ETON STREET, 
SUTHERLAND NSW 2232

SIGNIFICANT AGENDA ITEMS
• Beekeeper’s Log Book: has it been well  
accepted? 
• Latest on the 2019 ABA Conference
• Col Pulling Competition: new rules
• DPI requests support from the ABA for man-
dating of the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biose-
curity Code of Practice (the Code) as a condition of 
registration for all beekeepers in NSW. 
• Two-day beekeeping course for clubs: how is 
this progressing?
• Survey of non-renewing members?
• Changing the financial year for all ABA affiliat-
ed clubs – is this happening?
• A membership package for new ABA members 
• Personal beekeeping insurance for 2019: a 
report from Vince Schnyder
• Phostoxin use: are all members clear about the 
very limited circumstances that permit its use?

INFORMATION TO CLUBS
A financial report, minutes of previous meeting 

and a full agenda for this meeting will be supplied to 
the Secretary of each club for distribution to the club 
executive. 

WILL THERE BE A FORUM FOR MEMBERS TO ASK 

ABA BUSINESS 

Council Meeting 
February 23 

QUESTIONS?
This meeting will start with a one hour forum 

where club delegates and others can ask questions 
from the floor.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF AN ABA COUNCIL 
MEETING?

The ABA Council is to control and manage the af-
fairs of the association. Club delegates represent their 
clubs at the Council Meeting.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE ABA EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE?

The ABA Executive Committee acts as caretaker of 
the ABA between Council meetings and undertakes 
work assigned to it or its members by Council. The 
Executive Committee can resolve urgent matters but 
such resolution is brought to the next Council meeting 
for ratification.

HOW MANY COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE HELD?
A minimum of three meetings per year
CAN INDIVIDUAL ABA MEMBERS ATTEND?
ABA members can attend and participate in an ABA 

Council Meeting.  However if a matter is contentious 
only club delegates may vote.

WHO NOMINATES THE CLUB DELEGATES?
Each Club may elect their club delegates at a club 

meeting according to their club constitution. If the 
ABA Secretary is notified of the names of the elected 
delegates and that only those elected delegates are 
to be delegates for that club, then they alone are that 
club’s delegates. 

Otherwise, the delegates for each club are deter-
mined from those present in the following order; 

(a) If the club has notified the ABA Secretary in 
advance of the elected delegates for the club, the 
elected delegates of the club that are present at the 
Council meeting; 

(b) the club president;
(c) the club vice-president; 
(d) the club secretary; 
(e) the club treasurer; 
(f) other members of the club by agreement be-



BEEKEEPING HACKS 

Moving a hive a short distance 
The accepted wisdom is when you move a hive you either move it less than a metre every few days or 

you move it many kilometres away for several weeks and then move it back to the new location. That’s 
so that the field bees can find their way to the hive they left or are forced to completely reorientate.

But for an amateur with a hive or two in the backyard, often neither of those two options is very practical.  
Here from a Warré keepers chat group, is good 
advice that proves basic beekeeping techniques 
are the same the world over and no matter what 
system of hive you use. 

Paul Honigmann offers these tips:
1.  Move your hive to its new location and put a 

maze of branches in front of the hive entrance so 
the bees can’t fly straight in or out. This seems to 
make them pause and memorise the new location.

2. Leave a small box in the old location as shel-
ter for returning field bees. Each evening, close 
it up and, take it to the location with the old hive. 
You’ll probably have to do this two or three times 
over several days.

3. If the weather is bad, shake the collected 
stragglers in. By bad, I mean rainy or cold, to an extent where their instinct is to huddle for warmth. Do this in 
the evening (shortly before sunset) so they want to go into a nice hive not fly off. If the evening is warm, brush 
them onto the landing board so they smell their queen and the majority should waddle straight in. 

You won’t transfer all the bees, but you should be able to get 95 per cent of the flyers. Some won’t “get it”. 
Don’t feel guilty about them - the queen lays many more eggs a day. 

tween eligible members of that club that are present, 
or in the event of failure to reach agreement, based on 
order of signatures of eligible members appearing on 
the attendance register for that meeting.

WHAT IS A COUNCIL MEETING QUORUM?
Four Executive Committee members with four club 

delegates together representing at least three Affili-
ated Clubs constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
the business of a meeting of the Council.  

HOW DOES THE VOTING WORK AT COUNCIL 
MEETINGS?

Almost all matters are resolved unanimously by 
common consent at Council Meetings.

If a matter is contentious then Delegate Voting 
occurs with the number of delegates being allocated 
according to club size.

Delegate voting for contested decisions is based on 
club membership

  Up to 30 31 to 50 50 +
Delegates 2  3  4
The number of delegates for each club is in addition 

to any club member who is a member of the Executive 
Committee.

THE ABA NEEDS INPUT FROM MEMBER CLUBS
With, currently, nearly 1800 members the Execu-

tive Committee needs ideas and feedback. 
TRAVEL AND MEETING EXPENSES POLICY
To encourage all clubs to send at least one delegate 

to Council Meetings, a travel and accommodation 
expenses policy was passed unanimously at the Coffs 
Harbour Council Meeting in September. Club secretar-
ies have details on who can claim and how.

IMPROVED PARTICIPATION TRIAL PERIOD
The Coffs Harbour meeting set a trial period of two 

Council Meetings for the ABA to achieve improved 
attendance and participation at Council meetings. Fol-
lowing the February meeting the ABA Executive will 
consider this matter and make recommendations.

If you would like further information about the 
coming Council Meeting please contact Dave Wilson 
by email on secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
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DIY GADGETS

THE INVETERATE INVENTOR is . . .  
  preparing cut comb 

How to adapt Langstroth frames for harvesting prized honeycomb 
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Warré and other top bar hives operate with-
out wire to brace the comb. This makes it 
relatively easy to prepare some small cut 

comb sections for a market or gifts. Simply take the 
bar with the capped honey from the hive, brush off the 
bees, and then cut the comb into whatever size suits 
your needs.

Using a dry, hot knife makes the cutting process far 
easier. A good, sharp, heavy kitchen knife works well. 
The blade can be left in near boiling water, dried and 
then quickly used to cut the comb. The knife should 
be hot enough to part melt the wax. This prevents the 
cutting process damaging the edges of the comb.

Langstroth 
frames require a 
little ingenuity. 
You want the 
bees to build 
neat, flat comb 
but without 
using the con-
ventional wiring 
system that 
holds the foun-
dation in place.

For ideal frames, mount a stainless steel split pin 
(2.5 x 40 mm) on the side bars and bottom bar of the 
frame. Using a 3.5 mm hole allow the ends of the split 

pin to open enough to carry 
the wax foundation. This 
provides the support need-
ed to ensure that the wax 
foundation is centred on 
the frame to encourage well 
formed cut comb. 

For full depth frames, greater 
effort is needed to ensure that 
the wax foundation does not 
distort. 

Western red cedar from a 
scrap piece of timber cladding 
is cut into eight 10 mm x 5 mm 

strips to fit between the top 
and bottom bar. Four pieces are 
nailed top and bottom on one 
side of the frame. The other four 
strips are needed on the other 
side but you need to fix them so 

they can be easily removed.  A protruding nail holds 

the bottom end while the top end is fixed with nail 
running through a clearance hole in the top bar into 
the timber strip. 

Elaborate it is but the results are excellent. The 
foundation is well 
supported without 
wiring. When the 
frame is capped and 
ready for harvesting, 
remove the temproary 
timber bars, cut out 
the comb and remove 
it. 

To make cut comb, bees need to be on a good hon-
ey flow since you are expecting them to produce wax 
comb as well as the honey to fill it. 

But what to put the comb in? The Inveterate Inven-
tor uses small, lidded ‘fast food’ trays 80 mm square 
by 40 mm deep. Other sizes are widely available. Typ-
ically these type of containers cost less than 20 cents.

Going to a market? Why not make up some cut 
comb to sell. What could be more enticing than honey 
direct from the beehive?

 

ARE YOU AN INVENTOR? 
Here’s your chance 

The ABA is launching a contest to find the  
Beekeeping Invention of the Year.  

Your DIY item doesn’t have to be complicated or even 
professionally finished. But it must provide a  

solution to a common issue faced by small scale 
beekeepers. 

We will be inviting entries to this contest soon.  

	

	

	
	

	


