
 

President Report 

 
Hi fellow members, 

Lately it seems like the weather can’t make its 

mind up if it will be spring, summer or autumn.  

 

We are finally getting some rain, even if patchy.  

One thing for sure is that in the garden, 

horticultural pests are out in numbers. I came 

across a publication put out by the Rural 

Industries Research and Development Corporation 

titled “ Honeybee pesticide poisoning” compiled 

in 2012. It contains some interesting information, 

including a list of active ingredients in pesticides  

that are toxic to bees. You can access the paper 

through the website www.rirdc.gov.au   

 

I trawled the internet for info on fungicides and 

herbicides that are toxic to bees.  However it 

appears that there have not been many studies 

done on this topic in Australia. I came across two 

articles from publications in the USA, one from 

“Science connected magazine”   website titled 

“Honey bees are attracted to fungicides and 

herbicides” and www.sierraclub.org/sierra/new-

study-roundup-kills-bees  .  Very interesting 

articles indeed. 

 

It’s pest checking month for hive pests. So get 

your sugar shake gear happening so we all can 

keep a check on when the varroa mite starts to 

appear in our region.  Also inspection of brood 

boxes for AFB.  I hope that all of us with bees are 

registered with the DPI. 

Happy honey collecting. 

Jamie 

 

 

Secretary Report 

 
We have not had anybody volunteer to be the 

editor yet.  This is an interesting position for the 

right person, and there is plenty of material 

available to play with.  A number of people do 

regular columns, and copies of the newsletters of 

other club often have material that can be used. 

So please put yourself forward. You will learn 

new skills. 

 

Most members would not know that I am the only 

male in the list of six secretaries since the club 

was formed.  I was secretary of the club from 

about 2000 to 2005, and editor for the newsletter 

for most of the period 2002 until 2015, when 

David Fairhall took over.  Both jobs have changed 

appreciably over the years, and in fact have 

become easier, because of the advent of computers 

and electronic communication such as mobile 

phones and the internet. 

 

The events of the past year have combined to 

make being secretary more difficult than it should 

be.  But progress is being made, and the 

committee meetings are becoming more 

productive. And we hope that you the members 

are enjoying the field days. 

 

Update on last field Day 

 
The last field day at Goonengerry to look at hives 

owned by Kevin Virgen was attended by 20+ 

beekeepers.  The location was interesting; it was 

in the original Big Scrub, but there was little in the 

way of original forest left.  The regrowth had 

many rainforest trees and eucalypts spread among 
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the camphor laurels which dominate the area.  The 

whole area would have been cleared on settlement 

for dairy farms; now there are macadamia 

orchards, fruit orchards or residences. 

 

Brian demonstrated using a spur wheel embedder 

to insert foundation into a wired frame, pointing 

out that it had many advantages over the more 

standard electric embedder, including cheapness 

and the ability to repair where the embedding 

came apart.  He pointed out that because the 

smallish spur wheel cooled rapidly, it had to be 

reheated in boiling water before each pass on the 

wires. Eddie Handford, a long time member and a 

well known perfectionist, always used this method 

to produce perfect frames.  A number of club 

members tried embedding foundation with the 

spur wheel, usually with good results. 

Spur wheel embedders are available from a 

number of suppliers;  the best ones have more 

mass in the wheel to provide more heat.  

Electrically heated spur wheel embedders are 

available.   

 

After the demonstration, Ross Wood, who 

remembered a demonstration by Eddie, said that 

Eddie always used a sheet of paper between the 

foundation and the backing board, so that the 

board did not pull the foundation off the wires. 

 

The hives were all inspected and no AFB was 

found. 

 

Flowering Report 

 
White Mahogany obeyed my prediction.  The first 

one I saw flowering was on the First of the 

Month.  An unreliable honey producer but has 

good useful pollen.  I hear on the grapevine that 

Blackbutt is a possibility down the coast. 

 

Ground flora is affected by the continuing dry, but 

there is some lovely looking Scotch thistle 

about.   With the rain happening as I write there is 

a chance that some clover could have survived the 

dry.  It can send up flowers overnight after a 

shower of rain.  It is of course growing out of its 

natural range, being a Mediterranean plant, 

meaning winter rainfall and colder country than 

here. So it really does not produce nectar 

hereabouts, however big crops are sometimes 

gathered on the Tablelands, but it does give 

excellent khaki coloured pollen.   

 

Brian mentioned Guioa, also known as Crow's 

Ash.  In the days of old when the red soil country 

was mostly dairy farms, but now growing 

Macadamias etc., clover grew rampantly on on the 

newly cleared land, so much so that bloat was a 

major worry with the cattle.  The introduction of 

the more rampant kikuyu grass suppressed it, such 

that clover is now mainly growing on the country 

west of Lismore.  Guioa is a rainforest species but 

on the cleared land is effectually a pioneer 

species.  It has a strong aromatic flavour similar to 

my taste to Leatherwood.  For some reason it look 

a long time to be identified as the source of this 

honey. Because it was light coloured and came in 

at the same time as the clover was flowering the 

red soil was blamed for causing the 

'taint'.  Although liked by many people it does 

take some blending out by major packers who 

have to keep their blended honey tasting and 

looking the same.  Capilano had a short lived 

attempt to place it on the supermarket shelves as a 

straight line honey.  Some years the colour can be 

masked by other flora flowering at the same time, 

so can appear quite dark, but retain the taste.    

 

At this time we are waiting to see what the short 

budders do.  Bloodwood, Brush Box, Grey Box 

etc..  

 

The Silky Oak have been putting on a spectacular 

show, as have many other grevileas.   Even though 

it is possible to shake out nectar the bees don't 

ever seem to be interested.  Sometimes they gather 

small loads of pollen.  I have no idea why they 

find it unattractive, mostly it tastes alright to 

me.  Although I did shake out some from a Silky 

Oak near a site of mine and that nectar was 

certainly not to my taste.  Birds seem to be happy 

to work it though. 

Geoff Manning 

 

From the hives 

 

The macadamias are finished and the guioa or 

crows ash is flowering at the time of writing.  The 

last two years have not seen a good flow from the 

crow ash, but it is a good idea to take most of the 

honey off before it does flower. 

So the honey is being removed using clearer 

boards, and taken home for extraction.  Extracting 

macadamia honey is usually a little tedious, 

because the bees dry it down to low water 

contents, making it viscous and hard to spin out.  

The recent low ambient temperatures also do not 

help. 



  The fully capped frames that Rob Blair asked for 

are being removed at this time.  Twelve of the 20 

frames put in were fully capped, and the 

remaining seven had uncapped areas.  They were 

out back in to be completed. No frames had pollen 

in the cells. Drawing the frames in the second 

super above the excluder worked well. 

Brian Window 

 

Prize in Lismore Show 

 
The NRABA is sponsoring a prize of an engraved 

hive tool in the North Coast National in Lismore 

on 17th-19th October for the exhibitor in the small 

producer category who gets the highest point 

score for any grade of honey.  The prize could be 

awarded at one of the club field days. 

 

Rhyme 
 

Childhood rhyme from SA lady 

 

I eat my peas with honey 

I’ve done it all my life 

It makes the peas taste funny 

But it keeps them on my knife 

 

Epipen 

 
The committee has purchased an Epipen for the 

medical kit brought to field days. This pen is not a 

complete solution to anaphylaxis, but it will add 

15 minutes to the available time to get to 

Emergency. 

 

The very good article about the effect of bee 

stings and the building up of an allergy written by 

Jim Wright of the Hunter Valley club is attached.  

All members should read this article, so that they 

are aware of how the dangerous symptoms build 

up, and how they should seek treatment early. 

 

Bravery Award 

 
Here is some more on stings.  Peter Dunn sent me 

the following article, presumably from a Bendigo 

newspaper. Rochester is near Bendigo. 

 

Selfless Australians have been recognised and 

celebrated recently as part of the 2019 Australian 

Bravery Medal awards. 

This year, 17 Australians received the medal, 

including Mr Lyle Collins from Rochester, who 

was awarded for saving his neighbour from a 

swarm of bees. 

At about 6 pm on February 6, 2018, Mr Collins 

was assisting his neighbour to remove an old 

fence post from his rural property.  As the pair 

used a tractor to pull the post to a nearby road, 

they disrupted a wild beehive, with the bees 

becoming aggressive, agitated, and swarming into 

the air. 

A number of bees quickly flew toward Mr Collins’ 

older neighbour, and covered his face, arms and 

bodies in a thick layer.  Seated in the cab of his 

tractor, Mr Collins told his neighbour to run but 

the man couldn’t hear him. 

By now, many bees had entered the cab of the 

tractor, forcing Mr Collins to get out, with bees 

stinging him now too.  He then ran 400 metres to 

his neighbour’s house in order to quickly collect 

items to help provide some protection from the 

swarm of bees. 

Mr Collins raced back to his neighbour, who had 

fallen to the ground and was absolutely covered in 

constantly stinging bees. Amidst being stung 

himself, Mr Collins used towels to remove the 

bees from his neighbour and covered him with a 

sheet. He then used insecticide on the bees, which 

caused them to become more agitated. 

Mr Collins was then able to drag his neighbour 

away from the area.  Soon, emergency services 

arrived on the scene, and both men were taken to 

hospital, where they were treated for their 

extensive bee injuries. 

By his actions, Mr Collins displayed considerable 

bravery and was awarded for his efforts. 

 

What do you think? 

 

Venues for field days 

 
There is always a need for volunteers to host a 

field day.  It can be at your place or at a hall 

nearby, as long as some beehives can be made 

available to show beginners.  The requirements of 

having car access and adequate parking seem to be  

limiting factors.  But talk it over with Jamie or 

Brian. 

 

AFB Awareness Month 
 

October is “AFB Awareness month”.  All 

beekeepers are requested to carry out inspections 

of all hives for AFB, to notify the DPI if any 

found, and to treat it in the correct manner. 

 



Steritech Trip 

 
There is no date for the next consignment to be 

sent to Steritech, but there will be one.  It will be 

advertised when there is sufficient demand.  The 

club made a loss on the last load, and the charge 

per box will be increased from $15 to $17. 

Anyone with a large number of boxes to go should 

notify the secretary. 

 

Services Directory 

 
Summary of available products and services 

 

Paul Davey ( hive care)( Mullumbimby) 0491 608 

272 

David Fairhall ( queen cells, mated queens, 

nuclei) (Lismore) 0444 513 771 

Leland Eglington (Steel beehive stands) 

(Alstonville) 0455 555 136 

Stephen Fowler ( nuclei, hives, all sorts of bee 

equipment, buys wax) (Alstonville) 0418 412 621 

Michael Koenen (Warre hives)(Alstonville) 0414 

621 975 

Merv McDonald (nuclei, hives, hive care) 

(Alstonville) 0439 166 016 

Rob Stone (mated queens, nuclei)(Casino) 0487 

598 105 

Ross Wood (mated queens, nuclei)(Grafton) 0421 

817 710 

 

Corrections and additions welcome 

 

 Field day Sunday September 29th 2019 

 
The next field day will be on Sunday 27th October 

at the Mongogarie Olive Farm, owned by the Leo 

family ( Marie, Angelo and Don and Rosie), south 

west of Casino.  The activities will involve 

looking through some hives, and then traipsing or 

driving through the bush identifying trees, and 

discussing their value to beekeeping. Club 

members should wear stout footwear and a hat.    

 

The day will commence at 9.30 am with a 

welcome by the President, and the beekeeping 

activities will start at 10.30 am. We will meet at a 

gate on the Hogarth Range Road, where morning 

tea will be taken.  Club members should bring 

their own chairs and cups. The club will provide 

hot water and ingredients for tea and coffee. 

 

Following morning tea, the four beehives at this 

location will be inspected.  After that, depending 

on the number of off road vehicles, we will 

drive/walk through the property looking at trees 

with Geoff Manning identifying them.   

The details will have to be worked out on the day, 

but we would aim to all meet near the property 

homestead, and enjoy a picnic lunch in the shade. 

Members have to provide their own picnic lunch. 

 

Bring your beekeeping gear.  The club will 

provide sterilised hive tools and gloves for the 

inspections 

. 

All attendees are asked to bring something to 

share for morning tea. 

So, remember to bring 

• A morning tea item 

• Stout boots and a hat 

• Chairs  

• Picnic lunch including cups, cutlery, plates 

• Nametags 

 

 

Directions 

The main entrance to the property is on 

Mongogarie Road.  However, we will enter the 

property from Hogarth Range Road. 

 

Take the Summerland Way south from Casino. 

Turn right towards Mongogarie just after you pass 

Leeville School. Follow the bitumen towards 

Mongogarie for about 10 km, turn right onto 

Hogarth Range Road at the bus shelter.  About 3 

km along the gravel road, there is a spotted gum 

on the left with a large patch of blue paint. Enter 

at the gate on the left.  

Normal cars can park on the road, off road 

vehicles can park inside the property. 

 

[The property homestead can be reached by going 

straight ahead at the bus shelter, and turning right 

into the Mongogarie Olive Farm.] 

 

Members who come from the Tabulam direction, 

can turn right after Mallanganee at the top of the 

Richmond Range, proceed through Hogarth 

Range, and turn right towards Mongogarie.   

 

Look for the bee signs. 

 

Please be considerate of others when you park



Bee Stings – Toxic Effects and Allergy 

by Jim Wright AM, MD, FRACS, FACS (Dr Wright is a retired medical practitioner and a member 

of the Hunter Valley Branch of the Amateur Beekeepers’ Association of NSW) 

The first recorded fatality from stinging insect hypersensitivity probably occurred in Egypt in 2621 BC. The 

victim was King Menes, the first king of the first Dynasty, founder of the city of Memphis, and diverter of the 

Nile. An account of his death is found on the walls of his tomb. There is some ambiguity in the translation of 

the heiroglyphics as the symbol for a wasp is very similar to that for hippopotamus. However, as no 

hippopotamus stings have been recorded since that time, the former translation seems secure! Dr David 

Sutherland, Newcastle Immunologist. 

There is widespread fear of bees in the community. This not only because bee stings hurt, but  because many 

people believe that they are allergic• to them when they swell up after a sting. The fact is that true allergy is 

relatively rare, estimated as 0.3 to 0.5% of the population. Nevertheless, it is a serious problem, accounting 

for approximately one death per year in Australia and 40 per year in the USA . 

It is the purpose of this paper to discuss the two types of effects of bee stings; those due to the toxic or 

poisonous properties of bee venom itself, ( the normal response to a sting ), and, those due to allergy to the 

venom ( the abnormal response, allergy or hypersensitivity). 

Fatality solely due to the toxic effects of the venom itself is extremely rare, the lethal dose being estimated 

as 192 stings per kilogram body weight, which translates as approximately 1400 stings for the average male 

and 1100 for a female. However, death has been recorded after as few as 50 stings. For what it is worth, 500 

beestings equate to a rattle snake bite! 

In contrast, in a person truly allergic to bee venom a single sting is potentially fatal. 

So, what is the difference, why are beestings so dangerous to some people while relatively harmless to the 

vast majority? 

What is allergy? 

It is a word of Greek origin meaning other work•, or, in this context, other reaction•. The 

words  hypersensitivity reaction have a similar meaning, while anaphylaxis is used to describe the most 

extreme form of allergic or hypersensitivity response. 

When foreign protein substances are taken into the body, either by mouth or injection, a defence reaction is 

set up and antibodies are formed. These are our own proteins designed to lock on to the specific foreign 

protein and neutralise it when the body is next exposed to it. This is the basis of immunisation, a wonderful 

medical tool which has eliminated smallpox from the world. It is the normal• response which is responsible 

for the experienced beekeepers well known tolerance or immunity to bee stings. These good• antibodies are 

known as Immunoglobulin G, or IgG. 

In the allergic• person, the response to the foreign protein is different. Instead of IgG being produced, 

another antibody, IgE results. It adheres to some blood and tissue white cells, awaiting further exposure to 

the offending protein, called an antigen•. When this eventuates, the antigen reacts with the IgE antibody 

and the white cell to produce a toxic and dangerous substance called histamine which produces the 

physiological effects we know as an allergic• response. 

Thus, the first exposure to the offending protein, in our context one or more of the proteins in bee venom, 

may produce no more than the normal• reaction to the toxin itself, but subsequent stings result in 

increasingly severe reaction, a crescendo effect due to the production of more and more IgE and histamine. 



In the extreme, or anaphylactic reaction, the bronchial tubes go into spasm, narrow the airways causing 

difficulty breathing, the blood pressure falls, the victim is in shock and can die. 

Allergy is, however, notoriously unpredictable. It is not unknown for such an anaphylactic reaction to result 

from the first apparent exposure to the antigen. In contrast, decrescendo• or allergic reactions of decreasing 

severity have been recorded, and even previously immune beekeepers have been known to develop allergic 

symptoms much later. 

One may well ask why do some people develop good IgG and others a predominance of bad• IgE? This is 

unknown. It is known that some protein antigens are very prone to set up the production of IgE. There are 

several of these highly antigenic• proteins in bee venom. 

It is also recorded that people with asthma or eczema, conditions involving the immune system, are more at 

risk of developing allergy to bee venom. The members of the families of beekeepers have a higher incidence 

of allergy than the rest of the population. It is suggested that this is due to contact with repeated small 

amounts of bee products from body contact and clothing which sensitise• the person by provoking the 

production of IgE. 

What is in bee venom? 

It is a complex mixture of chemical substances including enzymes, peptides (protein derivatives), highly 

active amines including histamine itself and (nor)adrenaline. The enzymes hyaluronidase, phospholipase and 

acid phosphatase are highly allergenic. 

What is the normal reaction to bee venom itself? 

It hurts! One needs only to see a child stung for the first time to appreciate how much it can hurt. The 

immediate vicinity of the sting then swells over the next few hours, and the softer the tissue at site of the 

sting the more it swells, eg forearms, face and (God forbid) the genitals.This may last several days, turn a 

dull red and become quite itchy. 

Provided the swelling is confined to the vicinity of the sting and is relatively short lived, this  is not  an 

allergic reaction. 

What is an allergic reaction? 

There is a wide range of effects, local and generalised, and these have been artificially categorised into four 

grades: 

Grade I is a local response like the normal• effect of the sting, but the swelling is more extensive, angry, 

very itchy and lasts much longer. 

Grade II consists of the same local effects plus a generalised reaction with swelling beyond the site of the 

sting. A whole limb may swell, or the face and lips and eyelids swell after a sting on the foot. There may be 

a generalised rash, often urticarial with itchy wheals. 

Grade III is the same as grade II with the addition of difficult breathing due to spasm of the bronchial tubes. 

Grade IV is all of the above plus a dangerous fall in blood pressure (shock), collapse and even death. 

Beekeeper’s immunity 

Every beekeeper knows that stings hurt less with repeated exposure. Some even try to pretend that they 

don’t hurt at all. The truth is probably nearer to what Laurence of Arabia is supposed to have said the 

important thing is not minding that it hurts•! Certainly local reactions are much less severe and more short 

lived. This is due to the good IgG antibodies neutralising some of the toxic contents of the venom. Tests on 

beekeepers show high levels of serum IgG, but two out of three also have higher than normal levels of IgE 

which is capable of producing adverse effects. Presumably it is the balance between levels of protecting IgG 



and potentially offending IgE which determine the outcome of a sting. This explains two observations, 

firstly why some beekeepers note greater reaction to stings after a long period without exposure, and 

secondly why apparently immune beekeepers can develop symptoms of allergy later in life. 

There is anecdotal (unproven or hearsay) evidence, quoted in the Australian Beekeeper in 1994 that taking 

non-steroidal anti-inflammatory arthritis drugs may diminish this established immunity. This is of particular 

interest because there is also anecdotal evidence, unconfirmed by scientific study, that beestings have a 

beneficial effect on arthritis. The author has in the past tried to encourage his arthritis suffering wife to get 

stung, but for some strange reason she has always refused. In view of the information quoted above that 

there is a significant incidence of covert allergy in the families of beekeepers, it may be that the wife is 

smarter than the husband. 

Treatment of beestings 

The normal• effects of a sting need no special treatment. (However, this is like the definition of a minor 

illness or operation, one that somebody else has!). Every beekeeper knows that the sting should be flicked 

out promptly as the venom sac goes on injecting after the unfortunate bee is dismembered. It has been 

stated  that you have to be quick, most of it is in within  two seconds! Itching may be helped by topical 

applications such as calamine lotion or by taking an antihistamine. Alkaline applications or topical alum 

(contained in Stingose•) may be used. 

Severe local reactions can be alleviated by taking steroids (cortisone derivatives). Though even one dose is 

effective, this powerful drug should not be used without medical guidance . 

Treatment of allergic reactions to beestings 

The first and obvious measure is to avoid further beestings. For a beekeeper this means 

seriously  considering his options (see below, desensitisation•). Even for a non-beekeeper it is not as easy 

as it seems, for stings occur in the garden, in the swimming pool, the commonest probably being the clover 

covered lawn, especially in children. 

Mild allergic reactions, consisting of excessive local swelling and symptoms, may be treated like a normal 

reaction with the addition of oral steroid. However, in this circumstance the treatment of this reaction is the 

least important consideration. What matters more is the possibility of a worse reaction, perhaps life 

threatening, next time. Thus it is essential to seek specialist medical advice to assess the situation and decide 

on future action. 

Severe allergic reactions require medical attention, which in the extreme case of anaphylactic shock is of the 

utmost urgency. There is no antidote to bee venom. If the sting is on a limb, bandaging as for snake bite may 

help slow its absorption, but what the victim needs is an injection of adrenaline, a drug which neutralises the 

effects of the histamine which is the cause of the trouble. This is a powerful and dangerous drug, the dose is 

critical, and its use requires medical supervision. For those who know they are at risk, a self injection kit is 

available and can be used after suitable instruction. Adrenaline is also now available as a metered dose 

aerosol. 

Further doses of adrenaline may be required, as well as ventilatory support and intravenous therapy to 

maintain blood pressure. This clearly means removal to hospital, if possible by skilled paramedics who are 

competent to administer appropriate treatment en route. 

It is reassuring to reiterate that such severe reactions are rare. 

Desensitisation 

It is possible to desensitise• an allergic person but it requires a prolonged course of injections supervised by 

a skilled professional immunologist. In earlier years whole body bee extracts were used, but currently bee 



venom itself is found to be more effective. It is collected by mounting at a hive entrance an electrical device 

with an underlying perforated membrane, the holes of which just admit the a bee sting. An electric shock 

stimulates the bee to sting the membrane, the venom is collected beneath it, and the bee survives because the 

sting can be withdrawn from the hole in the membrane. 

This process of desensitisation aims to decrease the levels of IgE, and increase IgG. The method consists of 

giving at first tiny doses of the venom by injection, followed by slowly increasing doses, always with means 

of resuscitation at hand lest an unexpected reaction occurs. Side effects have been reported to be as high as 

41%, though most are minor. It may take many months, and maintenance doses may be required for some 

years. 

Thus desensitisation is time consuming, and is associated with discomfort and significant risk. It is 

contemplated only after serious general allergic symptoms, not local reactions. Only expert professionals are 

competent to advise upon it and administer the treatment. 

Fortunately, however, desensitisation works. For protection against life threatening anaphylaxis, it is 100% 

effective, and only one in 20 people have minor local reactions. 

SUMMARY 

All that swells is not allergy. Local pain and swelling are the normal response to the injection of bee venom. 

In a non-allergic person, many stings can be sustained without threat to life, and repeated stings produce a 

tolerance or immunity resulting in a gradual decrease in reaction severity. This is due to the body’s 

production of appropriate antibody which neutralises the toxin subsequently injected. 

In a person allergic to bee venom, other antibodies are produced in response to stings, antibodies which do 

not protect but rather provoke the internal release of an even more dangerous substance, histamine. In such 

people, there is likely to be an increasingly severe reaction to subsequent stings, ranging from extreme local 

pain and swelling, to rashes, difficulty breathing, fall in blood pressure, shock and death. 

There is no antidote to bee venom. The immediate treatment of a severe allergic reaction is the injection of 

adrenaline, but more drastic measures may be required. Severely allergic people must avoid bee stings or 

undergo desensitisation therapy. 

Fortunately, however, desensitisation works. For protection against life threatening anaphylaxis, it is 100% 

effective, and only one in 20 people have minor local reactions. 
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MINUTES NRABA COMMITTEE SEPTEMBER 2019   

 

Time      5 pm Monday 2nd September 

Place Room 5 Lismore Workers Club  
• Members present B Window,  J Mudge,  K Virgen, R Walker 

Others present Greg Booth, Ray Smith, Paul Towner 

• Apologies none 

• Minutes of Committee meeting  August 5th and 11th. 

That the Minutes be accepted.  Moved  KV s JM passed 

• Election of new Committee members 

That the following be elected to the stated positions 

Greg Booth  to Vice President; Paul Towner to Treasurer; Ray Smith to Committee member 

Moved BW s KV passed 

• Matters Arising 

-  Secretary reported that there is an entry in the Fine Arts 2019 Schedule for the North Coast National 

showing the prize donated by the NRBA for the honey getting the highest point score.  He also reported 

that he had purchased another two suitable hive tools from Hornsby Beekeeping Supplies. 

-Newsletter ads are left to the discretion of the editor. Paul Towner to look into how the ads in the Motor 

Car Club are handled.. 
• Correspondence 

- Secretary reported that he had been notified that it would cost $50 to hire Federal Hall.  Col McMaster 

had informed him that parking could be a problem, so he also had obtained prices from Eureka Hall $75 

and Coorabel Hall $50 ( Bond $450?).  Paul Towner volunteered to find a contact number for Ruthven 

Hall. 

- President said that Rebekka Hancock had received her refund of $65. 

- President reported that a letter had been received from the Department of Fair Trading stating that the 

constitution had been approved.  He did not know what changes had been required from what was 

originally submitted. Treasurer and secretary to sort out.  
• Reports 

-Finance;  Secretary reported the income from the August field day ( raffle $118, meals $140, attendance 

34+) and congratulated Paul on a successful day.  Paul and young Eglington had donated a $80 stand for 

the raffle.  No financial report was available due to the resignation of the previous treasurer. 

- Secretary  reported on the ABA Forum and Software Course held in Sydney  on 31st August. 

The forum in the morning raised one issue of significance in that some councils would not allow the 

extraction of honey in the domestic environment as it is an industrial practice. 

The second session was a presentation by Lyall Zweck about the treasurers using Manager to handle 

club finances.  The ABA has purchased a multiuser licence. The secretary and the treasurer will look 

into this. 

The last session was by Sheila Stokes, where she explained how the software linked all the clubs, and 

how the Gmail Suite keeps the club communications separate.  This ended with most participants 

playing a quiz on mobile phones based on Colonel Pulling competition. 
• Agenda Business Items 

(1) Field Day  

-Program; the secretary explained that the potential field day site for September had been ruled out.  

President also ruled out his place for September and October. Secretary will explore alternatives.   

-Standard Operating Procedure; Secretary reported that having the official welcome by the President 

at 9.30 am worked well and will be retained. 

-Menu; Secretary advovated that the club no longer supply soft drinks for sale, or icecream and fruit 

salad after the lunch.  There was general agreement. 
(2) Acceptance of  New Members; there was one new member notified by ABA but  

no one knew the name,  Their acceptance was held over to the next committee meeting. 



(3) Access to Membership Register;  Secretary suggested that committee members may 

 like to see what is in the membership register. Contact the President to access it. 
(4) Epipen; Secretary reported that he had priced an Epipen at $100 over the counter 

 and at $6 with a doctor prescription.  That the secretary purchase one and some Claratyne over the 

counter.  Moved PT s BW passed. 
(5) Future of $5 Memberships;  Secretary produced copies of documents showing that 

 while the previous committee had set up a $5 membership fee, there was no mention in the minutes 

or elsewhere of setting up an actual $5 Membership,  with details like eligibility and voting rights 

explained.  It was certainly never put to a vote at a General Meeting, despite there being 

opportunities to do so. The first mention that the NRABA membership could be split off came in an 

email from Shirley Ashman to Ruth Walker, with a copy of the club brochure that listed the ABA 

membership as “optional”.  The first the secretary heard of it was when he picked up the secretary 

papers from Ruth Walker there were the names of four so-called $5 Members typed on the list of 

members. 

There was discussion about this issue, until the President asked that it be put to a vote. 

That $5 memberships be abolished Moved BW s KV lost. 
(6) Censoring of Secretary Communications by President and Editor 

Secretary complained that his communications with the members of the club are being censored by 

the president and editor.  The secretary felt that such censorship on minor matters of interpretation 

was not acceptable for any secretary in a club like NRABA. 

Ruth Walker resigned from the committee and as editor. 

(9) Brochure and Membership; Secretary tabled a brochure for new members;  he emphasised the 

benefits for the secretary and treasurer of having all memberships go in via the beekeepers.asn.au site.  It 

was agreed that committee members  would consider the brochure so it could be discussed at the next 

meeting 

(10) Planning for Xmas Party;  Committee members are invited to think about sites and menus for 

the Xmas party 
• General Business 

-Wheen Foundation; President and Secretary should assess the info provided by the Wheen Foundation 

about a movie on Pollination. 

-Wollongbar Garden Club want a speaker on the topic of “Garden Sprays toxic to Bees”. Secretary to 

ask Geoff Manning. 
• Next Meeting 

Time   5pm 7th October (subject to availability of members. Please let BW or JM know) 

 Place Lismore Workers Club 

 


