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Presidents Report from the 2019 AGM 
 
Dear beekeepers, 
 
I have been a part of this club for nearly five years. 
Two years ago, members voted in a new executive committee with fairly new beekeepers and members of 
the club, including Robert Stone, Sally McMahon, Sandy Stewart and myself. This started a transition with 
new eyes looking at a situation and truly wanting to understand how the club functioned for the better of 
the bees and the community. 
 
As a result, in 2018 the committee resolved to review our constitution, partly because it was from 1984, but 
also following the recommendation of the NSW ABA for clubs to streamline their constitutions. 
 
But as always, when one reviews and suggest changes one will often meet some resistance. This is a normal 
process. Unfortunately, in this case the process got rather personal. With regret, three of the new 
committee members had resigned by the end of last year.  
 
Through the review of the constitution it also became obvious that the club has functioned for many years 
outside the rules. But please be aware that we are all hobby beekeepers who are retirees, farmers, single 
parents and not constitutional lawyers. 
 
As part of this change process an SGM was held in October last year. I understand that there is still some 
upset about the meeting, but because of procedural fairness it was impossible for the committee to inform 
the membership about a complaint that was before the committee in regard to the conduct of a member. 
That complaint has now been dealt with and I’m happy to provide further details to members if so 
requested. 
 
In the meantime, the committee received a further complaint about how the SGM was conducted, which 
the new committee will have to deal with. 
 
On a positive note, the club has participated in the Colonel Pulling competition and exhibited at Primex, 
Lismore and Murwullimbah shows.  
 
The club ran two beginners beekeeping courses and has followed up with mentorship offers by some 
experienced beekeepers. 
 
Some members have given several presentations to primary and high schools in the area. 
 
 
 



  

 
On a state level, several of us have attended and contributed to council meetings of the NSW ABA and I like 
to thank the executive of the ABA for their cooperation and support. 
 
The committee presents a new constitution to the members and I hope you have all had a good look at it. 
There are many improvements to the 1984 version. The department of Fair Trading has put forward model 
rules that are fairly non-prescriptive to give the clubs maximum freedom and to not tie them down with 
unnecessary regulations and rules. For example, currently we count 264 members. Only about 140 have 
renewed their membership for 2019 by paying fees. But under the old rules unless you die, resign or are 
expelled, you stay a member for life. I’m sure most of you would agree that this is not how we would like to 
function. 
Hence, I recommend to the membership to vote in favour of the new constitution.  
 
Last but not least I have to express my thankfulness to the current committee that was elected in October 
last year, for all the hours spent at committee meetings and the often long travel involved in getting to and 
from meetings. I would particularly like to thank Ruth Walker, not only for taking on the role of secretary, 
but also for revamping the newsletter to make it varied and informative.  
 
Looking ahead, there are quite a few challenges for our bee community.  
One being to grow and stay sensitive towards the stewardship we have taken on for the bees and the 
environment. As a club we are an important contact point within the general community to provide 
expertise and guidance. Hence the club is investing in new signs, banners and pamphlets to be used at 
shows and events. 
 
By far the greatest challenge for this club is staying relevant for beekeepers. That we not become a retiree’s 
club for older men that keep the committee busy with 14  letters from two writers in the last six months. 
That the club offers an open mind to different approaches to beekeeping that may also be led by women, 
who can contribute far more than making salads and doing the dishes.  
 
Just yesterday I gained another insight into the saying ‘where milk and honey flows’, which seems to have 
its origin from the fertility of the land, much alike women that nourish the young and the bees.  
 
I wish the club much success for the future! 
 
 
 
Michael Koenen 
 
 
 

 



 

  

 

CLUB  MEETING TABULUM 
 
It was a  glorious day for the Club Meeting at the beautiful home of the Laughton’s in Tabulum. Peter Laughton 
writes on how the inspection of some of his hives went and some of his preparations for winter. 
 
“We carried out some hive inspections during the meeting. I have 2 apiaries’ set up, the main one being below the 
house and the other on our western boundary. The later one is where I put swarms etc for a while to make sure they 
are free from disease before moving to the main apiary. 
 
The first hive inspected was no 17, where we found no brood in the brood box, but brood in the super. The queen was 
found by a keen-eyed professional beekeeper and transferred to the brood box. The other bees and frames of brood 
were put into the brood box and the old queen excluder removed. The super was removed for winter. 
 
Next came a random inspection, no 8. This was found to be going well, and once again the super was removed as 
winter is coming on. 
 
I have a small area next to the top water tanks where I place nukes so as to prevent robbing of the weaker colonies. 
The nuke (N1) has a small swarm caught a few weeks ago and 2 frames of honey from no 8 super were put in to give 
them a bit of a boost. 
 
No 11 was next in the main apiary. During my last hive inspections 3 weeks ago, I noticed an irregular brood pattern 
and the bees were just nasty. I asked Robert Stone to bring along one of his queens and the old queen was found and 
destroyed. The new queen in her cage was put at the base on the brood box and a quick inspection done of the 
supers. As there was a lot of bees, the supers were left on. The queen excluder looked a bit worse for wear and was 
replaced.  
 
Apiary work in the next week or two will be inspections of hives and removal of supers if needed for winter. 
 
Thanks to Merv for his help.” Peter 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                        Thanks to Lea Laughton for the great photo’s 
 
                                                                                                                          Thanks to Lea Laughton for the great photos 
  
                                                                       
 

 

 

 
 



From the Hives April 2019 
 
The main apiaries have been moved out of the 
Bungawalbyn area to near Coraki to capture the 
broad leaf Teatree flowering.  They did quite well 
out there due to a good flowering of red 
mahogany starting in the New Year.  Red 
mahogany is rated a good honey tree, with quite 
good pollen.  The flowering was not as obvious as 
some eucalypts like bloodwoods, as the tree holds 
bud for 9 months.  This means that when it 
flowers, the flowers are behind the growing points 
and so obscured.   
The picture shows some hives at one 
Bungawalbyn site.  They are up against a fence so 
that the farmer can turn his tractor at the end of 
the rows. Most of the hives have had their brood 
boxes painted with colours and patterns, mostly 
greens, yellows, blues, white and black with 
crosses and stripes .  All the brood boxes will be 
completed soon.   There have been no queenless 
hives in the apiaries for three months.  The 
literature says that such markings will increase the 
probability of a queen finding her way back to the 
right hive after her mating flight.  So it looks 
worth the effort.  Some other beekeepers are 
reporting good results with distinctive beehives. 
One of the stories one hears from beginners is 
“that the beetles were responsible for killing their 
hive, because all the frames were all slimed with 
their larvae”.  This is probably wrong. The beetles 
usually take over a hive when the number of bees 
in the hive falls below the level where they can 
remove all the shb eggs, usually due to a disease 
such as American Foul Brood, or a poor or no 
queen.  
Regular brood inspections are a must to detect 
these problems early.  Strong hives can control the 
beetle in most locations. 
 
 Brian Window 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                          
                                                                          
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
                
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
April Flowering  
 
 

Very little to report this month.   
Melaleuca will continue to flower in bursts, as will 
Lilly Pilly.    
 
Another tree that comes in bursts has finished, 
Swamp Mahogany, also called swamp turpentine, 
peppermint etc. 
 
You will notice two weeds growing beside the road 
that are flowering at the moment.  One with yellow 
flowers called golden rod is much favoured in the 
US where it is an important autumn plant for 
beekeepers.  Here it is only in small patches and I 
am unaware of any amount that would be  
big enough to be of much use.   
 
The other weed beside the road, sometimes in 
paddocks if the paddock was locked up at the time 
of germination is rag weed.  It produces a nice 
yellow pollen that is worse than useless.  The 
protein content is so low the bees would be better 
off not working it and having a holiday. 
 
Some members may have noticed at the last meeting 
spotted gum budded.   
Spotted gum hereabouts seldom gives honey but has 
excellent pollen.   
Much sought after if it is to flower with grey box, a 
producer of good honey but in itself pollen short, 
something that is common amongst  
Australia’s top honey producers. 
 
Geoff Manning 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beekeepers gather in 
Launceston to discuss 
honey crisis 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

	

        Happy Easter to all 
 
 
In the Ukraine Bees were sometimes depicted 
on a Decorated Egg (pysanka) as a symbol of 
hard work and pleasantness ,and represented 
all good insects which should not be killed .It 
was a custom to place at least one Egg 
beneath each Bee Hive to ensure good honey 
production. 
 
The art of the decorated egg in Ukraine, or the 
pysanka, probably dates back to ancient 
times. Christians embraced the egg symbol 
and likened it to the tomb from which Christ 
rose. Pysanky were thought to protect 
households from evil spirits, catastrophe, 
lightning and fires. The word comes from the 
verb pysanka, "to write", as the designs are 
not painted on, but written with beeswax. 
Pysanky were typically made to be given to 
family members and respected outsiders. To 
give a pysanka is to give a symbolic gift of life, 
which is why the egg must remain whole.  
 
Thanks to Leonie Schwarzel for the little bit of 
history on Easter and Bees 
 
 
	
	
 
 
 
 

FREE TRAINING PROGRAMMES 

We have been made aware of some free e training 
programmes that members might be interested in.  

The first one is created by the Australasian Society 
of Clinical Immunology and Allergy (ASCIA) to 
provide ready access to reliable anaphylaxis 
education to the community throughout Australia and 
New Zealand, at no charge. Follow this link if you’re 
interested. 

http://anaphylaxis.ascia.org.au/ 

The next I’m alert Food Safety 

Council takes food hygiene very seriously and want to assist 
food businesses to meet their obligations by providing 
access to an online training tool  -  I’M ALERT Food Safety.  

This program will provide you with FREE and unlimited 
online access to food handler training.  The program will 
assist you and your food handlers to gain valuable skills and 
knowledge in food safety and hygiene, which will help to 
ensure only safe and suitable food is produced at your place 
of business. 

On completion of the training the user can print an 
acknowledgement form and a certificate that can be kept as 
part of your staff records. 

 
 

 

“The Beautiful thing about learning is 
no one can take it away from you “ 

- BB KING 

 

BEE NEWS 
Beekeepers gather in Launceston to discuss honey crisis 
 
Chalkbrood fungal disease on the rise in 
Australian beehives 
 
How natural beekeeping is leading to 
stronger, healthier hives 
 
Researchers use ultraviolet light to track the 
movements of native bees 
 
Bees dying in their boxes as erratic weather 
takes heavy toll 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEE NEWS  
 

 

  

 

 

 
How the bees look after a sugar Shake  
 

 



RAW HONEY IS THE BUZZZ 
A Far North Queensland beekeeper has secured a 
contract to supply raw, local honey to a major 
retailer after two years of negotiation. 

Up until recently, apiarist Graham Thornton — 
like many in his industry — had been selling 
directly to the public as well as to independent 
grocers, produce markets and local shops. But that 
all changed recently when he signed a deal to 
supply his Sweet Buzz Honey to 23 Woolworths 
Supermarket outlets in Cairns and Townsville. 

There is no doubt about the safety, origin or 
quality of the honey being extracted from the 1,000 
hives owned and managed by Mr Thornton.He is 
part of an industry that prides itself on delivering a 
raw product to consumers in as close to its natural 
state as possible. "We take the honey back to the 
shop now, uncap it, it'll get spun out and then 
filtered through a double mesh — and that's it," 
Mr Thornton said. 

"It sits and mellows, and then we pack it straight 
into a jar." 

Consumers want honey that's the 'real deal' 

Mr Thornton said he had seen a real growth in the 
number of people taking on his product, because 
of the publicity that the beekeeping industry 
has had on the back of imported honey 
adulterated with sugar syrups and other cheap 
substitutes. 

"It's great to see people are really starting to look 
at the alternatives, they may pay a little extra but 
they're getting the real deal," he said. 

And according to Woolworths local sourcing 
manager, Dan Cashin, that is increasingly what 
customers are seeking. 

He said Sweet Buzz Honey was one of several 
locally-produced, raw honey products being 
sourced and stocked by Woolworths and he hoped 
to see that increase.Mr Cashin said it was part of a 
longstanding commitment to put strong, locally 
relevant brands in front of consumers."Local raw 
honey is a great opportunity for us," he said."We 
see it as a fresh product, it's a specialty line in 
these stores so the best way for that brand to be 
connected with the community is to be out there 
displayed amongst the other fresh products." 

Mr Cashin would not be drawn on whether 
Woolworths was responding to consumer backlash 
to claims of fake honey. 

"I am sure that is driving some of the feedback we 
get through our stores that has then led to this 
opportunity being as big as it is," he said. 

 
 An ACCC investigation found the testing regime 
was not yet reliable enough to substantiate 
allegations that a number of honey products were 
adulterated with sugar syrup.  
However, Capilano's Allowrie brand was pulled 
from supermarket shelves and ultimately 
discontinued. 

Shoppers will not find Sweet Buzz Honey in the 
same aisle as other honey products either.  

Instead, it will be displayed and sold alongside 
fruit and vegetables in the fresh food section. 

Mr Thornton said he believed it was a major coup 
for the honey industry to take its place alongside 
horticulture.  

He said he hoped it would help consumers to 
make the connection between honey and the many 
food crops that relied on bees for pollination. 

"When people see a bottle of honey on the shelves, 
don't just think about the great taste and health 
benefits, think about supporting those local 
beekeepers who are helping you grow food 
because 70 per cent of the food you see in the fruit 
and vegetable section just doesn't happen without 
bees."  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEES AND WARFARE                             
A special feature researched and written by 
Leonie Schwarzel 

IN COMMERATION OF  APIS AND 
THEIR WAR EFFORT                     
ANZAC Day, 25th April, is an important day for 
our nation when we commemorate our 
involvement in war past & present, honour our 
veterans, and reflect upon the loss & cost of war.  

For millennia, the humble honey bee has played 
many important roles in war: as WEAPONS on the 
frontline, as MEDICINE in war hospitals, as 
ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY on the home front and as 
HEALERS, HOPE bringers & income providers for 
disabled and traumatised veterans  

BEES AS WEAPONS “MAD” HONEY 
Bees have been used as weapons for defense for 
thousands of years. One of the earliest historical 
accounts (first century B.C.) that mentions bees in 
warfare involves the Heptakomotes of Asia Minor 
(present-day Turkey). The Heptakometes 
discovered that when bees pollinate certain types 
of rhododendron flowers, the resultant honey, 
when consumed, would cause light-headedness, 
feelings of euphoria, hallucinations & severe 
sickness, including vomiting, diarrhea, loss of 
consciousness, seizures and although rare, could 
be fatal. They were able to obtain and leave a 
cache of this “mad” poisonous honey in the path of 
their enemies, leaving them incapacitated and 
then easily slaughtered.  

In 67 B.C., ‘mad honey’ cost Pompey the Great 
1,000 soldiers. Pompey the Great and his Roman 
army were chasing King Mithridates of Pontus and 
his Persian army along the Black Sea. 

“The Persians gathered pots full of local 'mad 
honey' and left them for the Roman troops to find. 
They ate the honey, became disoriented and 
couldn’t fight. The Persian army returned and 
killed over 1,000 Roman troops with few losses of 
their own.” 
https://research.tamu.edu/2014/11/03/how-eating-
mad-honey-cost-pompey- the-great-1000-soldiers/  

ANGRY BEES USED AS ASSAULT     
From medieval times, castles were often designed 
and built with beehives within the walls. There are 
many reports of either defending or attacking 
castle fortifications by catapulting beehives over 
or from the walls. As the beehives smashed on 
impact, swarms of angry bees attacked with 
vengeance causing painful confusion & panic 
among the enemy. Similarly, in the 11th century, a 
general for Henry 1st threw beehives from cliffs 
onto approaching troops of Duke Geiselbert of 
Lorraine and sent them scurrying. The citizens of 
Gussing, Hungary, used the same technique in 
1289 against the troops of Albert, Duke of 
Austria. Later, in 1642, during the 30 Years' War, 
a beekeeper in Kissengen Germany, threw his 
beehives among the horses of the attacking 
Swedish army under the command of General 
Reichwald, stopping a siege of the city. There are 
also reports of bees being placed into tunnels to 
defend against enemy troops attempting 
subterranean invasion. Bees have even been used 
in naval battle: in the Mediterranean Sea the crew 
of a small corsair vessel, only about fifty men, 
boarded and captured a much larger galley 
manned by 500 soldiers-- after the pirates cast 
beehives from the masts of their ship down onto 
the crew of the galley, who had intended to 
apprehend them. Years later, bees also played a 
part in the Civil War. During the Battle of 
Antietam, attacking Federal troops advancing 
through a farmyard were routed, not by the heavy 
gunfire they faced, but by enraged bees from hives 
shattered by Confederate artillery fire.  

https://www.apiservices.biz/en/articles/sort-by-
popularity/952-war-and-bees-military-applications-of-
apiculture-2001  

 

 



HONEY AS MEDCINE 

From ancient times, honey was utilized for its 
antibacterial properties to help heal infected 
wounds. In WW1, the Russians used honey to 
prevent wound infection & to accelerate wound 
healing. The honey was used as a topical ointment 
by pouring and plastering it on the area of the 
wound or burn. This technique was effective in 
the reduction of pain, inflammation, and swelling. 
Furthermore, the antibacterial features that honey 
contains also constrained the wound from 
infection and growth. Also in WW1, the Germans 
combined cod liver oil and honey to treat ulcers, burns, 
fistulas and boils.  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC37580
27/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY ON THE 
HOME FRONT 

Honeybees played a vital role in national defence, 
not only in the production of food and seed but 
also in manufacture & maintenance industries for 
military equipment. There were hundreds of uses 
for beeswax in the navy and army including 
waterproofing canvas tents, belts, cables & 
pulleys, coating the metal casings of bullets and 
over 100 known applications in the 
pharmaceutical field. The US Defence also 
employed experts who increased commercial 
honey production by 400% during World War I, 
supplying America with a healthy sweetener to 
help replace the wartime rationing of sugar.  

BEEKEEPING FOR WAR  VETERANS  

During WW1 the U.S. Government was 
concerned about disabled veterans' ability to 
integrate back into society & earn a living when 
they returned from the war. Because of 
advancements in warfare, veterans were coming 
home with severe war injuries. Others suffered 
from a new psychological phenomenon referred to 
as “shell shock” (now known as PTSD – post 
traumatic stress disorder) and had a very difficult 
time adjusting to life in mainstream America. In 
response, the Government developed vocational 
training for wounded veterans to help them adapt 
to their injuries in various fields of work. One of 
the programs developed was Beekeeping. It was 
considered a viable alternative career because a 
veteran could work alone, at a slower pace and 
still contribute to a society where demand for 
honey was increasing.  

Today, similar programs are still at work to 
partner veterans with beekeeping. It has proven a 
great way to recover from issues veterans and 
service members bring back — visible and 
invisible wounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

https://lisasallotment.wordpress.com/2018/11/11/wwi-
centenary-even-the-bees-did-their-bit-11-november-2018/  

https://bees4vets.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Bee_Keeping_1919_To_The_Disa
bled_Soldiers.pdf https://www.vfw.org/media-and-
events/latest-releases/archives/2018/4/getting-a-buzz-from-
beekeeping  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT 
We have fresh supplies of frames, supers and 
foundation available and carry stocks of most 
common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and 
jars for honey sales.  
Order and pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, 
in the Russellton Industrial Estate.   
Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, 
if you have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay 
the same price as Capilano.  
Stephen Fowler 0418412621 
  
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS the ABA have printed up 
new 2019 Membership Cards they will be available 
to pick up at our April 28th  meeting . Log books for 
those who ordered them to be sent to us will also be 
available to pick up. 

FACEBOOK 
The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/371801436599763
/ 
The group is a place for sharing information about the 
activities of the NRABA and for information on 
beekeeping in general. 
 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO 
DATE 
NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 
website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check 
their contact details. Click on the drop-down menu 
at the top right of the homepage to sign in. 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
If any members have any stories, photos or things 
that have happened to them in their beekeeping why 
not share it with other members .Just drop me a line 
on  
northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au 
Ruth Walker 
 
 
 

FIELD DAY APRIL 28th 2019 
Location: Brian & Josephine Window’s       
home .   
The next field day will be on 28th April  at the home of 
Josephine and Brian Window, 54 Donnans Road, 
Lismore Heights.   
 
The topics for the day will be. 
 

• Supervised Beginners looking in Hive 
• Hive inspections by experienced beekeepers 
• Forum about frames, wiring, wax and plastic 

foundation. Brian will demonstrate his method 
and open a discussion about other options. 

 
The day will commence at 10 am with morning tea; at 
11am there will be a welcome by the new committee, 
and the start of the beekeeping activities.   
Lunch of sausages and salad will be served at about 
12.30 pm, and the raffle will be held before the end of 
the day at 1.30pm. 
 
Attendees are invited to contribute some morning tea 
nibbles or a lunch salad.  As a guide, bring enough for 
twice the size of your group.  Lunch will cost $5 and 
raffle $2. All surplus funds go towards club operations. 
So, remember to bring 
 

• Salads/morning tea 
• Raffle items 
• Chairs 
• Nametags 

 
Directions 
From Lismore, take the Bangalow road past the 
Catholic Church and Schools, past the Council 
Workshops, and you will see Donnans Road going up 
the hill on the right.  There is now a signpost. 
The home is set back from the road on the left, 500m 
up the hill, and the entrance is the first opening after 
Pendara Crescent on the left.   
There is limited parking in the house yard, some 
before and after the entrance in Donnans Road, and in 
Pendara Crescent.  Those with four-wheel drives could 
park further into the property.  
 

See You There !!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I Haven’t Ordered My Free LOg          
BOOk. aM I tOO Late?”  

	Club orders have closed. However, you can still 
order online via the membership system to get 
a copy sent to your home. Go to beekeepers.asn. 
au/sign-in and select the optional extras tab. 
Each ABA member is entitled to one free copy of 
the log book. You will need to pay $5 to cover 
postage.  

 

HOST A CLUB FIELD DAY 
Why not put your hand up to host one of the Clubs field 
days.  It’s the best way to meet your fellow club 
members and exchange ideas and information on all 
things bees. Not only that but if your hives can be 
opened you get the knowledge and expertise of more 
experienced beekeepers to check over and make sure 
your hives are doing well and are healthy. If you think 
you might want to host a day contact-  
 
BrianWindow 
northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 
 
 


