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Presidents Report 
 
Hi Fellow members 
 
We experienced a dry and sunny day on our inaugural field day at Bently Hall.  
A small group of members  (compared to recent attendance numbers) attended 
the field day along with a couple of newcomers.  I would like to extend a warm  
welcome to new members Kieran and Rhys. Thanks to our experienced  
members Robert Stone and David Fairhall for leading the training sessions. 
Also, thanks to our committee Secretary Brian Window for supplying the 
bee hives and other equipment for the training sessions. 
A big thank you to those volunteers who arranged the salads and cooked  
the snags. 
 
The club shared a stall with the professional beekeepers association at Primex  
last month. The feed back I received was that Primex was down on attendance  
numbers this year. We did talk to a number of the public and handed out  
our brochures. 
 
We are still looking for members to join our committee.  
The next committee meeting will be held on Monday 5th.  
August 2019 at the Lismore Workers Club in Keen St. Lismore  
starting at 5.00pm. 
 
The recent weather has not been kind to our foraging bees.  
I hope we can see some dry periods in the future to enable the busy  
little guys to pick up some nectar and pollen. 
Keep dry and happy beekeeping. 
 
Jamie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
• The next field day will be on 28th July  at the 

honey shed of Guy and Sandra Small, 

Fredericks Road, Caniaba. 

• Northern Coast  Beekeepers invitation to 

Ace Ohlsson retail store 20th July 
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Update On The  Last Field Day 

 
First, let me give a thank you to all who helped at  

Bentley Hall.  While the roll up was not large,  

I think most enjoyed it, and hopefully every one learnt  

something.   

 

Beekeeping is a very old field and much of it was sorted 

out by amateurs a century or two ago. That is why  

David Fairhall was asked to give a talk on the  

Cloake Board.   

 

It is one recent invention to come out of our part of the 

world before the flow hive.  This was invented by a  

New Zealand beekeeper, Harry Cloake, and he presented  

his design and results at an Apimondia conference in  

Adelaide in 1974.It is now widely used by queen  

breeders around the world. 

 

The session on making boxes ( and the giving of  

copper dipped kits rather than fully made up boxes in the  

raffle) was stimulated by realising  while talking to some  

beekeepers that they did not appreciate the importance of  

giving this treatment.  Among those present at Bentley, 

the feeling was the lifetime undipped could be less than  

5 years whereas the same boxes dipped may last over  

20 years. The other activity was tutoring the beginners  

on two hives I moved in behind the hall, ably done by  

Robert Stone. 

 

 

Brian Window 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Country Shows 
NSW agricultural shows are listed 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

QLD Agricultural shows are listed as QCAS 
(google)  

Lismore show 17th-19th October 2019 
www.northcoastnational.com.au  

Alstonville show 25-26 October 2019 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

Mullumbimby show 9th-10th November 2019 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

Bangalow show 15-16 November 2019 
www.bangalowshow@bigpond.com.au  

And Gold Coast Show 30th 31st August-1st 
September 2019 www.goldcoastshow.com.au  

 

Read the specific entry requirements for the correct 
category and the quantity to be exhibited. Lodge 
your entry forms by the due date.  

 

Brian demonstrating making boxes 

From the Hives July 2019 
 

There has been little done on the hives in June, due 

to the persistent cold rainy weather.  

 

It is difficult to do brood inspections under such  

conditions and the bees can start robbing if honey is  

exposed.  It is a good idea to reduce this by placing 

a towel over the top of any supers that are taken off. 

 

There is no sign of any flowering in the 

macadamias, and one is reluctant to move hives in 

before because of the widespread use of 

insecticides.  

 

So they are sitting in a paddock, two boxes high  

and ready to move, and taking what they can off the  

weeds like fireweed. 

 

Brian Window 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

With the imminent rollout of 5 G should we be 

concerned with its effect on our insect population. 

5-G IS IT BAD NEWS FOR BEES 

 

July Flowering  

 
Again not much change in the outlook for the next 
couple of months as I see it around the Lismore/ 
Casino/ lower river areas.  If the rain stays away for 
awhile things should start to look up. 
 
The Grey Ironbark appears to have plenty of bud to 
come.  The white tree pictured in the previous 
newsletter was all over and done by the time of the 
June field day.  Unfortunately the Red Gum is very 
patchy in its budding.  This means that you may have a 
quality pollen problem.  Grey Ironbark being pollen 
deficient.   There does seem to be plenty of fire weed 
around now, this will help, but is not a quality 
pollen.  Depending on where you have your bees other 
sources may come into consideration.  Flatweed is good 
but like fire weed suffers from big and little 
lawnmowers.  Those in town should have things on the 
up and up with the great variety of flora available these 
days. 
 
I wouldn't expect Melaleuca to flower again but you 
never know.  Down the track, I am guessing around the 
beginning of October there will be a flowering of White 
Mahogany.  It is showing a good budding. 
 
Just for interest .  I see that Tallowwood is flowering 
now, the second year in a row that it has gone that 
early, it is usually a spring flowering tree.  Unusually 
amongst eucalypts it flowers almost every 
year.   Perhaps this strategy is the reason that it 
produces little pollen and nectar.  Great timber, but no 
use for bees.  You can also gaze at two white flowering 
Mugga Ironbarks at the TV station on Ballina Rd.  One 
is flowering as I write (early July).  Often Mugga flowers 
are pink or red.  It is a major honey tree in its natural 
range on the western slopes and plains, but another 
pollen deficient tree. 
 
Geoff Manning 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Next Steritech Trip 
 
A consignment of bee equipment for irradiation at 
Steritech, Narangbah,  will be assembled after 9 am 
on Saturday  27th July 2019 in the yard of Andrew and 
Angela Ware, 99 Springrove Road, Caniaba.   
 
The assembly of the pallets will be overseen by Brian 
Window and Greg McPhee, and inquiries should be 
directed to them.( see front of newsletter) The club 
will accept equipment from non-members. 
 
Boxes in stacks of 3 full depth boxes are preferred, 
with a base and a migratory lid, all strapped with an 
Emlok ( no twists and with clasp on top).  
 
There should be no protrusions on the sides that may 
damage neighbouring boxes, and landing boards 
should be no wider than 50mm. They must be sealed 
against bees accessing the contents.   
 
Stacks must contain no unextracted honey, and have 
6 sheets of newspaper on the floor.  They can contain 
stickies, dry frames, and anything else that fits.   
Shorter and higher stacks are acceptable.   
 
Unusual hives can be handled with prior 
arrangement. 
 
The charge will be based on the number of boxes, 
with 10 frame and 8 frame  treated equally.  Nuclei 
will be charged  according to size.   
 
The charge  will be $15 a box and contents and must 
be paid for in cash on the day. 
 
Directions.  Proceed from Lismore towards Casino.  
After passing the airport, take the right hand turn to 
Caniaba,  proceed up the hill through Caniaba.  Go 
straight ahead at the roundabout, past Perradenya 
Estate and down the hill.  Go past the dairy farm, 
keeping on the bitumen of Springrove Road. 
Andrew’s place is on the left about a kilometre from 
the bottom of the hill. 
From Casino, take the Springrove Road. 
 

BEE NEWS 
Why are we using it?' Apiarist calls for chemical's ban after millions of bees die  

 

Beekeeper watches as 'fighting swarm' of bees go to war over his hives 

 

Native bee honey set to have its own food standard 

 

Beekeepers seek access to Tassie's remote forests as they struggle to find 
leatherwood flowers 

 

 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-18/apiarist-calls-for-fipronil-ban-after-bees-die/11216968
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2019-07-04/fighting-swarm-of-bees-go-to-war-over-beekeepers-hives/11274150
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-07-05/moves-underway-to-make-a-standard-for-native-bee-honey/11278346
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-29/beekeepers-want-access-to-leatherwood-trees-in-remote-forests/11262364
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-29/beekeepers-want-access-to-leatherwood-trees-in-remote-forests/11262364


5-G BAD NEWS FOR BEES ? 
Scientists may have found the cause of the world’s 
sudden dwindling  bee populations – and cell 
phones may be to blame.  

 
Research conducted in India and Switzerland has 
shown that the signal from cell phones not only 
confuses bees, but also may lead to their death. 
Over 83 experiments have yielded the same results. 
With virtually most of the population of the United 
States (and the rest of the world) owning cell 
phones, the impact has been greatly noticeable. Led 
by researcher Daniel Favre, the alarming study 
found that bees reacted significantly to cell phones 
that were placed near or in hives in call-making 
mode. The bees  sensed the signals transmitted 
when the phones rang, and emitted heavy buzzing 
noise during the calls.  The calls act as an instinctive 
warning to leave the hive, but the frequency 
confuses the bees, causing them to fly erratically. 
The study found that the bees’ buzzing noise 
increases ten times when a cell phone is ringing or 
making a call – aka when signals are being 
transmitted, but remained normal when not in use. 

The signals cause the bees to become lost and 
disoriented.  The impact has already been felt the 
world over, as the population of bees in the U.S. and 
the U.K. has decreased by almost half in the last 
thirty years – which coincides with the 
popularization and acceptance of cell phones as a 
personal device.  Studies as far back as 2008 have 
found that bees are repelled by cell phone signals. 

Bees are an integral and necessary part of our 
agricultural and ecological systems, producing 
honey, and more importantly pollinating our 
crops.  As it is unlikely that the world will learn to 
forgo the convenience of cell phones, it is unclear 
how much they will contribute to the decline of 
bees, and their impact on the environment. 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                  
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
                
                                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
POLLEN SIGNATURES 
 
Since the uncovering of fake and adulterated honey in 
Australia, the idea of a pollen signature has become very 
interesting. 
  
A pollen signature is the unique character of a certain 
honey from a certain place as shown through the pollen 
within it. 
 
Honey is made by bees from the nectar of flowers and this 
nectar contains large amounts pollen; bees make separate 
trips for nectar and pollen but pollen spills into the nectar 
anyway.  
 
The microscopic study of pollen contained in honey 
(melissopalynology) becomes useful in analysing the 
makeup of a specific type of honey. Despite there being 
some pitfalls with this process , it is a useful way of 
assessing the geographical and botanical source of a honey 
variety 
 
A study in 2018 by researcher’s university of Melbourne 
brought to light some interesting information about the 
unique character of Australian honey. They explained that 
most Australian honey is produced from hives located 
within or in close proximity to native vegetation, usually 
forests dominated by numerous species of Eucalyptus 
trees. Therefore, Australian honey contains a lot of 
Eucalyptus pollen.  
 
The issue is that despite being native to Australia , a 
number are spread in other parts of the world, including 
Spain, Brazil and China. This means that more 
information is needed to qualify an Australian pollen 
signature . 
 
What the researchers discovered is that in addition to 
Eucalyptus pollen , Australian honeys typically contain 
pollen produced by the cousins of the Eucalyptus with in 
the plant family Myrtaceae . They adapted to be pollinated 
by mammals and birds, but to satisfy the energy needs  of 
their pollinators these plants had to produce large 
amounts of nectar, a nectar that bees love to feast on.  
 
These related pollens  do not  appear in honey signatures  
from other countries where Eucalyptus is present making 
the combination uniquely Australian. 
 
We now know that Australian honey reflects the rich 
biodiversity of our native plants. This biodiversity may 
provide a basis for developing a way to authenticate this 
characteristically Australian product. 
 
Read the whole article 
theconversation.com/unique-pollen-signatures-in-australian-
honey-could-help-tackle-. 
 
 

http://theconversation.com/unique-pollen-signatures-in-australian-honey-could-help-tackle-a-counterfeit-industry-97859
http://theconversation.com/unique-pollen-signatures-in-australian-honey-could-help-tackle-a-counterfeit-industry-97859
http://theconversation.com/unique-pollen-signatures-in-australian-honey-could-help-tackle-a-counterfeit-industry-97859
http://theconversation.com/unique-pollen-signatures-in-australian-honey-could-help-tackle-a-counterfeit-industry-97859


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT 
We have fresh supplies of frames, supers and 

foundation available and carry stocks of most 

common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and 

jars for honey sales.  

Order and pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, in 

the Russellton Industrial Estate.   

 

Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, if 

you have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay the 

same price as Capilano.  

 

Stephen Fowler 0418412621 

  

 

 

 

NAME TAGS AND LOG BOOKS 

 

Brian still has unclaimed name tags and log books  so 

come along to the next club day to get them  or 

contact him at 
northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  
to arrange to pick them up 

 

 

FIELD DAY July 2019 
 
The next field day will be on 28th July  at the honey 
shed of Guy and Sandra Small, Fredericks Road, 
Caniaba.  The topics for the day will be 

• Supervised Beginners looking in Hive 

• Inspection of Honey Shed and Extraction Gear. 

• Inspection of Guy’s new truck! 

 
Guy was one of the really early members in the 
NRABA, who decided in the club that he wanted to be 
a professional beekeeper.  He has made a success of 
the venture with modern extraction facilities, and has 
just upgraded to a new truck.  Some topics are listed 
above, but Guy will answer questions on any aspect of 
beekeeping during the day ( the more curly the 
questions the better!). 
 
The day will commence at 9.30 am with morning tea. 
At 10.30am there will be a welcome by the President, 
and the start of the beekeeping activities.  Lunch of 
sausages and salad will be served at about 12.30 pm, 
and the raffle will be held before the end of the day at 
1.30pm. 
 
All attendees are asked to bring either a morning tea 
item or a salad for lunch.  As a guide, bring enough for 
twice the size of your group.  Male beekeepers in 
particular note, we need more salads!  Lunch will cost 
$5. 
 
In the past, the club has always relied on lunch 
payments and the raffle to provide funds for the 
operation of the club.  So raffle items are always 
appreciated.  Raffle tickets will cost $2, and you could 
win big. 
So, remember to bring 

• Salads/morning tea 

• Raffle items 

• Chairs  

• Nametags 

 
Directions 
From Lismore, take the Bruxner Highway towards 
Casino.  After the airport, turn right to Caniaba, up the 
hill, past the Caniaba School to the roundabout.  
There turn right and follow Fredericks Road a few 
kilometres until you see the bee signs.  The honey 
shed is on the left.  Please be considerate of others 
when you park. 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO  NATURAL  
BEEKEEPING  
Sat 3rd-Sun 4th August, 2019 9am-3pm.  Or 
Sat 24th-Sun 25th August 
5 Daley Street, Alstonville. 
Cost $295  
In this course we will explore the principles of a bee-
centric approach to beekeeping. We will examine the 
fundamental concepts that differentiate “natural” 
beekeeping from conventional bee husbandry.  

Topics include Bee biology 

                        Natural beekeeping philosophy 

                        Different hive types 

                        Sourcing bees 

                        Taking care of the hive 

                        Harvesting 

                        Environment 

                        Pest and diseases 

Also 

• Warre Hives for sale Cost $595 

• Nucleus Bees for Warre Hive  from mid Aug 

Cost $140 

• Season Mentorship Package  

Cost  $320 

To find out more please contact Michael Koenen 

0414 621 975   or  info@villagebeekeeper.com.au 
 

 

HOST A CLUB FIELD DAY 

 
Why not put your hand up to host one of the Clubs field 

days.  It’s the best way to meet your fellow club 

members and exchange ideas and information on all 

things bees.  

 

Not only that but if your hives can be opened you get the 

knowledge and expertise of more experienced 

beekeepers to check over and make sure your hives are 

doing well and are healthy.  

 

If you think you might want to host a day contact-  

Brian Window  
northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 
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Please note that this is not a 

NRABA event it is an invitation 

extended to us from the North 
Coast Branch of the NSW Apiarists 
Association. 

 


	EQUIPMENT
	We have fresh supplies of frames, supers and foundation available and carry stocks of most common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and jars for honey sales.

