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Presidents Report. 
Hi  fellow members, 
 

Welcome to winter. We have had a fair bit of rain and some beautiful sunny days. I hope all your bees are keeping 

warm? 

 

The inaugural ABA conference is on this month . I trust that those who attend enjoy themselves and pick up some 

bee knowledge  along the way. 

 

We plan to be arranging the Bee pests and diseases course in the next few months. My apologies to those who 

elected to do the course last year. The course was not funded but we hope to be successful soon. 

 

We had a very poor response to our call for more members to join the committee.  

 

Thank you Sasha for getting on board.  

 

We still need to fill 4 more positions plus Brian Windows position as secretary as he initially took on the position 

temporarily. He will gladly hand over his position when we find a member to replace him.  

 

We will not have committee meetings in June and July due to a lack of a members to form a quorum.  

The next committee meeting is on the first Monday in August starting at 5.00pm at the Lismore workers club in 

Lismore 

The club cannot continue to exist if we do not have the numbers to form a good working committee. 

 

We need more members who are willing to host a field day. These happen on the last Sunday in the month. It 

doesn’t matter if you have 1 hive or 100 we need your  help. Please contact me or the Secretary Brian Window.  

 

We are also conducting a survey to find out if our members 

would prefer an alternative option to sausages and salad for  

lunch at the field days. Please contact me or put your  

suggestions in the suggestions box at the next field day. 

 

Happy Beekeeping and honey eating. 

 
Jamie 
 
Two bees resting up in a flower 
Photo courtesy of Jamie 
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Update On The  Last Field Day 

 
The feedback about the multiple activities at the last field day at the Secretary’s home has been generally 
favourable.  Here are some follow ups  which may be of interest to members. 
 

• Sending Hives to Steritech  (Greg McPhee) 

The sloppy packaging of the last consignment has led to an over run in costs of over $1000, with most of this 
extra freight charges.  Fortuitously, the Committee was asked at about this time by the ABA for a proposal 
from our club requesting funds of $1000.  The proposal was prepared and submitted to the ABA.  We have 
been notified that it was successful and have received the funds. 
 

• Early AFB in one of Brian’s Hives ( Geoff Manning). 

This hive had the honey extracted and the colony wiped out.  The boxes are being prepared for Steritech.  The 
other hives in the apiary have been inspected once since, and will be inspected fully again soon (when the 
secretary has time). 
 

• Beginners inspection of hive (Ross Wood) 

Ross was so impressed with the docility, brood pattern and honey gathering of the single hive at the back of 
the house that he recommended that David Fairhall use the queen as a queen mother in his queen 
production.   David has provided a new queen and taken the old one to try out in spring (Could I have said 
No?) 
 

• What Brian does differently (Brian Window) 

Col Rankin has rung in to say that he has been using cross wiring for many years, and that he has eliminated 
the bulging problem by preheating the foundation in the sun before embedding , although this may be 
difficult for those with a large number of frames to embed. 
 
Brian Window, Secretary 
 

  

Country Shows 
NSW agricultural shows are listed www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

QLD Agricultural shows are listed as QCAS (google)  

Lismore show 17th-19th October 2019 www.northcoastnational.com.au  

Alstonville show 25-26 October 2019 www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

Mullumbimby show 9th-10th November 2019 www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

Bangalow show 15-16 November 2019 www.bangalowshow@bigpond.com.au  

We are also welcome at Mudgeeraba Show 29th-30th June 2019  www.info@mudgeerabashow.org.au  

And Gold Coast Show 30th 31st August-1st September 2019 www.goldcoastshow.com.au  

 

Read the specific entry requirements for the correct category and the quantity to be exhibited. Lodge your 
entry forms by the due date.  

 



 

  

 

From the Hives June 2019 
 

The hives were left at Coraki with three supers  

and one brood box while the beekeeper went on  

vacation ( to Seattle).   

It was possible that there could be a good flow from the  

melaleuca quinquinervia during the month, and it would 

be a shame to miss out. 

Currently, the top two supers are being removed to 

leave the hives with two boxes, the brood box and 

one super, ready to move to the red soil.   

It would be nice to report that these two boxes were full  

of honey, ( they were not),  

but they had  a fair amount of honey which is being  

extracted. 

 

Beekeepers who have collected appreciable amounts 

of tea tree honey over winter should be thinking  

seriously about extracting it before it candies  

(which it will). 

If it candies, it is difficult to extract , and most of  

the honey is left as sugar crystals in the frame,  

which the bees throw out in Spring. 

 

A Precautionary Tale. 

 

A well known beekeeper in this club ( not me, but it  

could have been) looked in his hives in late winter to  

find that each had two boxes of candied tea tree honey.  

He adopted the drastic measure of putting some new 

foundation in, and scratching the cappings off all the 

frames to make the bees clean the honey out. 

What happened was that all these frames leaked honey  

faster than the bees could handle, drowning out all  

the brood.  There was an explosion of beetle egg laying  

in the dead brood (all that lovely protein),  

and the hives were soon full of maggots and  

fermenting honey, with copious amounts oozing  

out the doorway.   

All the wax and honey plus the maggots were taken 

to the tip. 

 

What should he have done? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Window 

 

 

 

June Flowering  
Strange goings on, at least around where I have been 
looking.  The Grey Ironbark in the pic is not supported 
by any Red Gum close by.  The gum a few metres away 
has about fifteen buds on it.  Others none.  About one 
kilometre further on there are two gums well out, and 
more with bud in various stages of maturity.  Elsewhere 
the gum is showing no bud or is at different ages in the 
same patch. 
 
Along Manifold Rd, the road that goes from Bentley 
towards Casino are Grey Ironbark undergoing a 
massive flowering, far, far heavier than I have ever seen 
for this species.  Red Gum near by is budded but will 
not start until the Grey Ironbark is finished by the look 
of it. The reason I am mentioning all this is because 
Grey Ironbark is pollen deficient and Red Gum has 
excellent pollen, so they are marriage made in heaven 
when they flower together. 
 
Fireweed is doing its thing now, and should last into 
spring if the weather plays ball.  There is a patch near 
where the gas protest was held that makes the slope 
look like it has been painted yellow.  Whilst not 
particularly good pollen it is useful if there is nothing 
better.  The pollen colour is brick red. 
 
The paper barks are  still flowering in bursts, maybe 
there will be more to come in this weird season. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A Red Melaleuca Quinquenervia  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grey Ironbark 
 extraordinarily heavily in           
flower on Manifold Rd. 

 
Geoff Manning 

 

 
Leptospermum Scoparium plant  

 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-08/leptospermum-scoparium-plant-used-for-manuka-honey/8249318


‘Nectar of the Gods’ 

I think it’s a fair assumption that everyone who reads 

this newsletter enjoys the sweet, smooth, golden 

viscous liquid that is honey. And since a large portion 

of you probably have some experience in the 

production of honey, I’m sure you find the complex 

workings of hives captivating – even divine.  

I have recently had the pleasure of reading Stephen 

Fry’s animated book Mythos, which fantastically tells 

stories of Greek mythology with a modern flair. One 

that stuck out for me is the story of Melissa, which 

delves into the origins of bees and our beloved honey – 

proving that even the ancient Greeks believed it to be 

heavenly.  

The story begins with the wedding of Zeus (the king of 

gods) and Hera. It was the first wedding in the history 

of the earth; the celebration of all celebrations. To add 

to the excitement, Zeus set the challenge that whoever 

could devise the best and most original wedding dish 

could ask any favour of him. 

As Zeus and Hera moved along the table, tasting the 

most delicious and innovative food the world had ever 

produced, they came across a small amphora with a 

thick golden liquid inside, created by a tiny flying 

creature called Melissa. Stephen Fry perfectly paints 

the picture of the moment they sampled it, 

“Something gloopy without being urgent, 

slow-moving without being stodgy, sweet 

without being cloying, and perfumed with a 
flavour that drove the senses wild with 

pleasure. Melissa’s name for it was ‘honey’. It 

seemed to Hera that when she took a spoonful 

the scent of the loveliest meadow flowers and 

mountain herbs danced and hummed inside 
her mount. Zeus licked the back of the spoon 

and mmm-ed with delight.” 
Melissa’s honey was rightfully declared the winner 

and a wish was to be granted by the king of the gods 

himself. She was very small and seemed even smaller 

as she approached the podium. She flew as close to 

Zeus’s face as she dared and buzzed him these words: 

‘Dread lord, I am pleased that you like my 

delicacy, but I must tell you it is quite 

extraordinarily hard to make. I have to zoom 

from flower to flower to collect the nectar deep 

inside. Only the smallest amount can be 
sucked up and carried. All day, as long as 

Aether grants me light to see by, I must sip, 

search and return to the nest, often travelling 
huge distances. Even then, at the day’s end, I 

will only have the tiniest possible fraction of 

nectar to convert – using my secret process – 

into the confection that has so please you. Just 

that little amphora you are holding took me 
four and a half weeks to fill, so you can see 

this is the most laborious business. The smell 
of honey is so intense, so ravishing and so 

irresistible that many come to raid my nest. 
They do so with impunity, for I am small, and 

all I can do is buzz angrily at them and urge 
them to leave.  Imagine, a whole week’s work 

can be lost with one swipe of a weasel’s paw 

or one lick of a bear cub’s tongue. Only let me 
have a weapon, your majesty. You have 

equipped the scorpion, who makes no 
foodstuffs, with a deadly sting, while the snake, 

who does nothing but bask in the sun all day, 

him you grant a venomous bite. Give me, great 
Zeus, such a weapon. A fatal one, that will kill 

any who dare steal my precious honey.’ 
 

Zeus was not impressed with this tiny insect’s request, 

as he loathed self-pity and fussiness. Yet, as she 

reminded him that he had sworn to grant any wish, 

Zeus begrudgingly agreed. He vowed to make 
gathering honey easier by ensuring she did not labour 

alone, making her the queen of a whole colony of 

productive subjects – bees. He also granted her wish of 

a fatal and painful sting; however, while the sting 

would bring a sharp pain to its receiver, it would 

subsequently bring death to the bee that used it.  

As explored in Mythos, Meliss is still the Greek word 

for honeybee, and it is true that its sting is a suicide 

weapon of last resort. Unlike the honeybee, the much 

less valuable and hardworking wasp can administer its 

sting as many times as it likes without risk to itself. 

But wasps, irritating as they are, never made 

egotistical, hubristic demands of the gods. It is also 

interesting to note that science calls the order of insects 

to which the honeybee belongs Hymenoptera, which is 

Greek for ‘wedding wings’.  

The mythological tale concludes with Zeus blessing 

the amphora for his wife Hera, declaring: 

‘It shall never empty. Eternally it shall feed us. 

Whoever tastes its honey shall never grow old 
or die. It shall be the food of the gods and, 

when mixed with the juice of fruits it shall be 

the drink of the gods.’ 

Honey was thus referred to as the ‘nectar of the gods’ 

in honour of the flowers whose sweet gift it was and, 

although I consume honey daily and am fairly sure I’m 

not immortal yet, we can all agree that it is a pretty 
magical delicacy made in a pretty spectacular way.  

 

  Amelia Stubley 11.06.19 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                  
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
                
                                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Australian Native Bee Association (ANBA)  
 
Native bee enthusiasts and professionals alike, are in a buzz of excitement with the formation their own member 
organisation, the Australian Native Bee Association (ANBA). 
 
President Dr Tim Heard said: “The association will harness and spread the enthusiasm for native bees by many 
groups including naturalists, beekeepers, farmers and backyarders.” 
The Australian Native Bee Association aims to promote the conservation and sustainable use of all native bees. 
“Although much interest is centred on the stingless bees of warmer areas, all native bees lie within the scope of the 
association,” said Dr Heard. 
Native stingless bees are social, occurring in the warmer parts of Australia, and can be kept in hives and used for 
honey production and pollination. 
But the huge numbers and diversity of solitary and semi-social native bees has captured the interest of people right 
across the nation. These can be encouraged everywhere. 
All bees are important for the health of natural systems and agricultural production. 
Dr Heard said: “We encourage the formation of local branches and already have expressions of interest from a 
number of regional areas in five states and territories.” 
ANBA will achieve its objectives by providing resources, disseminating information, supporting members and 
communicating with stakeholders. The Association has longer term goals of obtaining endorsement for a stingless 
bee honey standard and accredited training in native bee keeping. 
ANBA will host the second Australian Native Bee conference in Brisbane in December 2019. 
To be a part of this vibrant community, and stay abreast of what is going on in the native bee world, join the 
Australian Native Bee Association at australiannativebee.org.au 
For more information, interviews and images, please contact: 
Tim Heard, pres@australiannativebee.org.au or 0434 416053 
Trevor Weatherhead, sec@australiannativebee.org.au or 0427 960735 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aust Post Supporting Awareness Of Our Native Bees 

Some of Australia’s native bees have appeared on a striking commemorative                                                                     
stamp issue  released by Australia Post in May. The four domestic stamps                                                                                       
feature artwork from renowned Australian wildlife illustrator Kevin Stead                                                           and 
include: 

Resin Bee (Megachile macleayi).The Resin Bee, from the family Megachilidae,builds                                                      
its nest in narrow holes in timber,constructing the nest and sealing the entrance                                                                                            
with gums and resins it collects from leaves and plants. This solitary bee, which is                                                             
found across northern Australia,prefers nectar from legume flowers. 

Green and Gold Nomia Bee (Lipotriches australica)From the family Halictidae and                                                               
found throughout eastern Australia, the solitary Green and Gold Nomia Bee nests                                                               
in the ground. After looking for mates and foraging for nectar during the day,                                                                                      
clusters of numerous male bees spend the night clinging or “roosting”                                                                                     
together on tree twigs or grass stems. 

Wasp-mimic Bee (Hyleoides concinna The solitary Wasp-mimic Bee                                                                                    
from the family Colletidae can most frequently be seen feeding from                                                                             
eucalypt flowers in eastern Australia from southern Queensland to Tasmania.                                                                                                             
It convincingly disguises itself as a black and orange wasp in order to fool                                                                         
and deter predators. 

Neon Cuckoo Bee (Thyreus nitidulus) The striking, bright metallic blue                                                                            
Neon Cuckoo Bee from the family Apidae is so named because it                                                                       
opportunistically lays its eggs on the pollen balls inside the ground                                                                                    
nests of the Blue-banded Bee. This solitary cleptoparasitic bee,                                                                                              
which has no need to collect pollen from flowers, is found across                                                                                         
eastern and northern Australia. 
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San Diego Padres Game Delayed 

After Bees Swarm Near The 

Dugout 

It was such sad news to hear that thousands of 

people witnessed an exterminator kill a swarm of 

bees that landed on a microphone at a baseball game 

in San Diego early June, reinforcing the fear that  

most people already have of them. 

 

Swarms are generally docile and are too preoccupied 

with finding a new home to be defensive. Their  

stomachs are packed with honey to bring to the new 

hive so it makes it difficult for them to flex their 

abdomens and sting.  

 

They also don’t have brood and stores to protect. 

Swarms are not aggressive, it is a natural way of 

splitting a colony in half and reproducing . 

 

Many people probably saw this as necessary but I’d 

like to think that perhaps a new protocol could be 

put in place where a beekeeper gets called in to save 

the colony providing a valuable learning experience 

for the general public about bees.  

 

No one was stung . 

 

Taken from Instagram That girls a keeper 

 

 

Bee Smokers Safety Alert 

Some battery-operated bee smokers have been imported 
from China by three separate beekeeping equipment retail 
businesses based in Queensland. Tests have confirmed 
asbestos was present in the insulating board between the 
battery compartment in the handle of the device and the 
metal smoker. 

SafeWork NSW are currently investigating whether 
battery-operated bee smokers have been imported into 
NSW. 

The battery-operated bee smokers are designed to emit 
smoke used for beekeeping (apiculture). Two models with 
different coloured handles have been found to have 
asbestos in the insulating board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These battery operated bee smokers will only pose a threat 

is the insulating board is damaged and releases asbestos 

dust. 

Battery operated bee smokers confirmed to contain 
asbestos must be disposed of as asbestos waste. If you are 
in any doubt about whether the bee smokers contain 
asbestos, dispose of them as if they do contain asbestos.   

Your local council will be able to provide you with 
information on the location of hazardous waste facilities. 

In Australia any product found with any level of Asbestos 
is prohibited for import use. 

Thanks Leonie Schwarzel for the tip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT 
We have fresh supplies of frames, supers and 

foundation available and carry stocks of most 

common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and 

jars for honey sales.  

Order and pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, in 

the Russellton Industrial Estate.   

 

Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, if 

you have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay the 

same price as Capilano.  

 

Stephen Fowler 0418412621 

  

 

 

 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO 

DATE 

 

NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 

website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check 

their contact details. Click on the drop-down menu 

at the top right of the homepage to sign in. 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

If any members have any stories, photos or things that 

have happened to them in their beekeeping why not 

share it with other members .Just drop me a line at 

northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au 

Ruth Walker 

 

 

 

FIELD DAY JUNE 2019 

 
The next field day will be on 30th June  at Bentley 

Hall, Kyogle Road, Bentley.  The topics for the day 

will be 
• Supervised Beginners looking in Hive 

• Forum about Bee Boxes, with a demonstration 

of assembly of wooden boxes. 

• A bee free Demonstration of the use of a 

Cloake board during queen rearing 

 

The day will commence at 10 am with morning tea; at 

11am there will be a welcome by the President, and 

the start of the beekeeping activities.  Lunch of 

sausages and salad will be served at about 12.30 pm, 

and the raffle will be held before the end of the day at 

1.30pm. 

 

All attendees are asked to bring either a morning tea 

item or a salad for lunch.  As a guide, bring enough 

for twice the size of your group.  Male beekeepers in 

particular note, we need more salads!  Lunch will cost 

$5. 

 

In the past, the club has always relied on lunch 

payments and the raffle to provide funds for the 

operation of the club.  So raffle items are always 

appreciated.  Raffle tickets will cost $2, and you 

could win big. 

 

 

So, remember to bring 
• Salads/morning tea 

• Raffle items 

• Chairs  

• Name tags 

 

 

 

Directions 

From Lismore, take the road to Kyogle out past 

Tuncester.  Bentley Hall is on the right about 20km 

out of Lismore. Look for bee signs.  Please be 

considerate of the neighbours when you park. 

 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

“I Haven’t Ordered My Free LOg          
BOOk. aM I tOO Late?” 

Brian has your membership cards and log 
books. They can be picked at 54 Donnans Rd 
Lismore Heights after 30th of  May or at the 
next field day. 

 You can still order log books online via the 
membership system to get a copy sent to your 
home. Go to beekeepers.asn.au/sign-in and select 
the optional extras tab. Each ABA member is 
entitled to one free copy of the log book. You will 
need to pay $5 to cover postage.  

 

HOST A CLUB FIELD DAY 

 
Why not put your hand up to host one of the Clubs field 

days.  It’s the best way to meet your fellow club 

members and exchange ideas and information on all 

things bees.  

 

Not only that but if your hives can be opened you get the 

knowledge and expertise of more experienced 

beekeepers to check over and make sure your hives are 

doing well and are healthy.  

 

If you think you might want to host a day contact-  

BrianWindow 
northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 
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