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NRABA NEWS 
 
The last NRABA meeting was at the Richmond High School in Lismore where  a Special General Meeting was held 
to elect  a new committee . 
A big Thank You must be said for the excellent work that our outgoing President Robert Stone and Secretary Sally 
McMahon have done for the club. A lot of hours go into these jobs behind the scenes and your efforts were 
appreciated, you will be sorely missed. 
 
Your new Committee members elected unopposed are 
President Michael Koenen ,Vice President Peter Laughton, Secretary Ruth Walker ,Treasurer Sandy Stewart. 
 
Voting results for non-executive Committee positions were  
Shirley Ashman 27, Stephen Fowler  38, Tony Lamont 31, Greg McPhee 15, Paul O’Connor 6, Brian Window 18  
With 2 informal votes 
 
As a result, other Committee members are  
Tony Lamont, Shirley Ashman ,and Stephen Fowler.  
  
Congratulations to all. 
 
NEW CONSTITUTION 
The Committee is also looking at developing a new constitution to take the Club forward as a cohesive group. 
This new Constitution will be presented at the next AGM and be voted on by the membership. 
 
FEES FOR 2019 

• $5.00 NRABA Membership fee 
• $40.00 ABA membership fee ($30.00 with early bird Discount) 
• $20.00 ABA Insurance fee 

AS a non for profit club, all NRABA Membership fees come back to and support the club. 
       
On behalf of the Committee we wish you all the best for the festive season and a  
MERRY MERRY XMAS. 
SEE YOU ALL AT THE XMAS PARTY ON THE 25TH NOVEMBER 

 

 
                                                 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hive opening at Richmond High Lismore 



  
STERITECH HISTORY 
 
The next consignment to Steritech on November 17th 
will be the last one that I will coordinate and organise 
the finances.  This is a consequence of my cancelling my 
GST registration and ABN;  I will no longer be able to 
pass on the GST savings to those members who are 
registered. 
 
Some data from the last three years may be of interest.  
The first club consignment was treated on 22/4/15, and 
consisted of 2 pallets of gear (each pallet can hold 242 
full depth boxes and contents plus some lids and bases).  
We have sent to Steritech a total of 56 pallets in 11 
consignments since we started.  The largest number of 
pallets in a consignment was 9, and we are averaging 
about 6 in the last year.  The total cost for the 9 pallets 
was about $4500. 
 
While some might think that we have a particularly 
“poxy” collection of hives, it should be noted that while 
a large part of each consignment is AFB contaminated 
gear, there is a lot of gear which is being irradiated as a 
precaution (bought secondhand) or to sterilise it.  It is 
well known that bees put into sterile gear do much 
better than when put in used gear. 
 
I notice in the ABK that flow hives become brittle after 
two standard AFB treatments of 10 kGrays;  we usually 
request 15 kGrays, which is the EFB dose.  If the pallet is 
overweight (500kg), Steritech run it through twice to 
ensure the minimum dose is achieved everywhere.  So 
the flow hive could get enough radiation damage in one 
treatment to make it brittle.  Just a thought! 
 
I would like to thank Stephen Fowler in particular for 
his contribution, and to acknowledge the help of many 
club members in many ways in getting the pallets 
stacked and wrapped. We should also thank  Andrew 
Ware our carrier for his wonderful service. 
 
Brian Window 
 
 

FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 
 
The last NRABA meeting was at the Richmond High 
School in Lismore. A big thank you to Sally and  Peter 
Ford for letting us use their facilities, also to Merv for 
his guidance in opening the schools flow hive and 
adding a super to the Langstroth as well as setting up 
a poly box kindly donated by Steven and Janet Fowler, 
our ever-reliable equipment officers. Thanks people, 
the club is only as good as its members. 
 
What a busy month for the bees it has been. This bee 
keeper has been flat out keeping up, catching a swarm 
at Tabulam on the Friday, and 3 swarms at home 
Saturday, then another on Sunday (Missed another 
one on the Sunday as it was in a tree 60 feet up, I 
managed to pull the branch down with the tractor, 
but the bees took off), and during the week my wife 
noticed no 19 hive with a lot of bees around it and a 
huge beard of bees hanging from it. I grabbed a nuke 
box and donned the gear, lit the smoker and pulled 
the supers off. The lid had a carpet of bees 50mm 
thick in it and both supers and the brood box were full 
of bees. So out came 3 frames of brood and eggs etc, 
and then the lid was shaken into the new box, the lid 
clamped down and the entrance sealed off. (Anyone 
who has seen my hives knows that most of them have 
a double bee door to close the entrance off). A copious 
amount of smoke was then blown around and into the 
no 19 hive to disrupt the swarming pheromones and 
that night all the bees were back inside. Then it was 
taken to my secondary apery about 600 meters over 
the hill on the farm. They now get left alone for 4-6 
weeks to do their stuff, hopefully raising a new queen. 
At last look the bees were still in the boxes. 
 
Not much honey production, the bees seem to be 
building their numbers up, good for the long term, 
but not so good for honey production. They seem to 
be putting honey away, but not a lot. 
 
Just a reminder that all beekeepers must be registered 
with the DPI, even if you only have one hive. Also, it’s 
a good time to inspect your brood for diseases, and do 
a sugar shake on selected boxes in your apery looking 
for any trace of varroa mite, AFB, EFB beetle etc. If any 
of the above is found (yes, even small hive beetle), you 
must notify the DPI within 24 hours. 
 
Don’t forget that you must keep a record of when and 
what you do to your hives, and this must be available 
to a representative of the DPI upon request. 
 
See you all at the Christmas Party. 
 
Peter Laughton (Vice President) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
White Mahogany 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
                
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
   
                                
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER FLOWERING 
I suspect it will be a bit of a quiet time for a 
while.  Depending of course on where you live, and on 
whether you move to chase the flow. 
 
There is still some Grey Ironbark flowering, it is usually 
later further west, so there may still be a bit of a kick in 
it for some.  At my place there is some flowering on 
Brush Box.  Here it is a scrappy budding.  It is a tree that 
sets its bud shortly before flowering.  As an old timer 
told me in my early days when I asked him what was the 
budding time? His answer was, "go home and have a 
cup of tea, and then start loading". It buds on new 
growth, this growth is somewhat like the leaf spike on 
figs, and if it is going to bud they will be visible if you 
unfurl the new leaves.   
 
 It buds and flowers later as you head from the coast to 
the west.  Unfortunately, it is one of those Australian 
trees that only yields nectar when the urge takes 
it.  Very seldom if ever near the coast here and that 
means Lismore and east.  Even here at Bentley it has 
only given a good flow once in fifty years. Further west 
on the Richmond Range it is more reliable.  Though 
even here there is a problem.  It can be twenty years 
between flows, then may, I repeat may, yield for three or 
four years before having another spell.  To make matters 
worse on the range, it flowers January/February for only 
a month and as you will realise that is the wet season.  
When it does go it is capable of filling a full depth super 
a week. Another tree that can do the same is Silver 
Leaved Ironbark.  No one in the club is likely to come 
across it, the closest occurrence I know of is just past 
Tabulam on the left going west, where it has never been 
known to yield. I have worked it west of Tenterfield 
on the Mole River in a great season when the best hives 
were doing over a full depth super a week.  Again, it 
only lasts about a month.  And as I should mention both 
Silver Leaf and Brush box do produce pollen. 
  
I have noticed a few flowers on Rough Barked Apple. 
Again, a very shy nectar yielder, but good pollen.  So far 
it is not a general budding where I have looked.  
  
There is also the start of Swamp Mahogany/Swamp 
Turpentine, Lophostemon suaveolens, about now.  It is 
unusual in that it flowers in a number of bursts.  Like 
Brush Box to which it is closely related, it is an irregular 
yielder.  But can produce big crops on its day. 
  
So far there is not any sign of bud on the Bloodwood 
that I have seen.  I said above that Brush Box flowers 
later the further west.  Bloodwood however later as one 
goes south.    
 
 
Geoff Manning 
  
 .   
  
                                        
 

 

FROM THE HIVES 
The bees have settled in their apiary at 
Bungawalbyn after the hectic swarming season this 
year.  There is some white mahogany flowering and 
they are very busy. 
 
The apiary ended up with 5 out of 32 hives in 
trouble ( drone laying queen or laying worker) and 
they were all caught before the small hive beetle 
took over.  There were reports from some 
beekeepers that they thought that the rainy period 
in September upset the mating flights of the 
queens and drones, leading to less than satisfactory 
mating.  So maybe 5 out of 32 is not too bad. 
 
The dud hives were combined with a strong hive 
with a good queen using the shake out method.  
This is an extremely useful procedure or dealing 
with laying workers, and also for replacing queens 
without having to find them.  The new brood box 
or hive is placed on the old site after moving the 
old hive to be shaken out some distance away 
(more than 5 metres away seems about right!).  
There the bees are shaken off each frame on to the 
ground, preferably in shade, and the frame put 
away or transferred to the new brood box. 
 
The general idea is that the dud queen or the laying 
worker are not good flyers, and also will not know 
the way back to their original site.  Remember, the 
queen never leaves the hive after the mating flights, 
except to swarm when she diets to achieve flying 
condition. 
 
Shaking can also be a useful tool when requeening 
vicious hives; usually the brood box is moved away 
and left for say 0.5 hours so that the field bees all 
end up in the honey supers (set up with a base on 
the original site).  The brood box can be searched 
to find the queen, but the process can be sped up 
by just shaking all the bees on the ground. 
 
The other way of handling a laying worker is to use 
a sheet of perforated newspaper between the two 
brood boxes, allowing them to combine over time.  
With this approach, the result is a double brood 
box, one of which will have to be removed later. 
 
Brian 
 

 
White Mahogany 



BATTLING THE BEETLE 

I’m new to beekeeping and have just lost one of 

my hives due to being slimed out by hive beetle. 

So, thought it might be a good time to to put in a 

bit on Hive Beetle and some ways to deal with the 

little buggers. 

 

All about Small Hive Beetle 

Small hive beetle was first detected in Australia in 
2002 in the Hawkesbury, and since then it’s 
spread across Australian honeybee populations 
wherever conditions are hot and humid in 
Summer. 

Life cycle: The beetles fly into the hive and lay 
their eggs wherever they can in empty comb (or 
sometimes capped brood) that is unguarded. The 
beetles are VERY good at hiding in corners and 
crevices within the hive to prevent being harassed 
by the bees. The eggs then hatch in the comb and 
the larvae feed on the hive’s honey, before 
crawling out of the hive to pupate in the ground 
nearby. 

The new beetles then hatch out of the ground, and 
fly back into the hive (or fly off to another hive) to 
repeat their life cycle. 

How this creates a problem: As the larvae eat 
the honey after they’ve hatched inside the hive, 
they also defecate in it, causing the honey to 
ferment. On a large scale, this can mean that 
combs, and sometimes whole boxes of honey, are 
‘slimed out’ – the combs ooze fermenting honey 
that smells like rotten oranges. 

This sliming out of the bee’s honey stores 
is terrible for hive health, obviously, and can cause 
the colony to abscond in an emergency swarm, or, 
at worst, collapse entirely. 

How the bees deal with small hive 
beetle: honeybees can’t actually kill the beetles, 
but they do their best to herd them into corners 
into a kind of ‘beetle jail’ if they find them inside 
their hive. However, if there’s vast amounts of un-
patrolled empty comb in their hive above the 
brood, the bees can only do so much. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Refresh your traps & controls regularly.  
2. Maintain strong healthy colonies with 

young productive queens.  
3. Keep a high bee to comb ratio.  
4. Avoid leaving clearer boards on hives 

beyond 2 days.  
5. Minimise cracks and crevices in the hive.  
6. Keep the bottom board free of debris.  
7. Avoid using combs/equipment that are 

infested with any stage of the SHB life 
cycle.  

8. Maintain good hygiene around the apiary. 
Do not leave dead colonies, combs, burr 
comb, beeswax scraps, etc. around the 
apiary.  

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0010/220240/small-hive-beetle-
management-options.pdf 

       

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

BEE BIZZ OVERSEAS 
Just recently I purchased a Top Bar Hive from Douglas 
Wilson a homeopathic vet from the Lismore area. He 
was leaving the country to volunteer for a year at the 
University  Veterinary  Teaching Hospital in Nepal and 
so was unable  able to keep it, lucky me. 
I always find what’s going on with bees in other places 
besides the beautiful Northern Rivers fascinating and 
he thought that perhaps the rest of you readers might 
be as well. 
Here is a Hive he has over there  
 

 
“This log hive is home to the indigenous Asiatic bee: 
Apis cerena.  
 It is found up to 3500 metres and is resistant to the  
varroa mite. 
Apis mellifica was introduced in the 1990’s and is 
housed in what 
we would consider to be more traditional looking box 
hives.  
There are 3 other indigenous bees in Nepal. This 
includes the Giant bee: Apis laboriosa. This bee builds 
combs suspended from high cliffs.  
So, the honey is often called cliff or rock honey. Not 
easily harvested! 
 

                                                                                                   
                  

 
 
 

 

 

 
BEE NEWS 
 
ARTIFICAL LIGHTS AND POLLINATION 
http://www.naturalnews.com/2017-08-08-artificial-
lights-found-to-suppress-pollination-contributing-to-
destruction-of-ecosystem.html 
 
SOUR HONEY 
https://www.jcer.info/what-is-sour-honey-is-sour-
honey-cancer-cure/ 
 
Thanks to Peter Laughton for the articles 
 

Honey Bee Health Survey 2018 
Please	take	the	time	to	complete	the	Honey	
Bee	Health	Survey	2018.	
A short survey has been developed to find out how 
healthy Australian honey bees are, and what pests 
and diseases might be causing problems for 
beekeepers. 
The results from the survey will be used to decide 
what help beekeepers might need to keep their honey 
bees healthy. It will also provide statistics for use by 
the industry. 
The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, Plant 
Health Australia, and AgriFutures Australia, encourage 
all Australian beekeepers to take part in this survey, 
which will only take 10-12 minutes to complete. 
https://honeybee.org.au/honey-bee-health-survey-
2018/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
HONEY COMPETITION MURWILLUMBAH SHOW 
 
NRABA and their Qld 'cousin' GCABS represented the clubs admirably at the Honey Competition and Bee Stand at 
the Murwillumbah show Nov. 2nd & 3rd. 
There were 67 entries in total for the first honey comp that the show has held in 40 years. 
Special thanks to Olive and James	Cavanaugh for being the driving force in establishing the comp with Tweed River 
Agricultural Society.  
 
Thanks to all our sponsors: NR Beekeeping Supplies, Yallambee Gold Honey, Murwillumbah Queen Bees, Alan 
Betts. 
 
Huge thanks to Geoff Manning for his excellent judging. 
 
Congratulations Alan Betts of GCABS for Champion & Judge's Pick for most outstanding entry. His fine granulated 
honey was exquisite. 
Congratulations to NRABA members: Stephen Fowler- 1st place Creamed Honey, Robert	Stone - 1st place Block of 
beeswax, James	Cavanaugh 1st place Honey with Comb   
Leonie	Schwarzel - 3rd place Creamed Honey & Golden Honey, John Mackenzie - 3rd place Block of Beeswax. 
Congratulations to all other winners. 
 
Thanks to Arthur and Peter	Akehurst, Tweed Coast Native Stingless Bees, for presentations and countless hours of 
explaining and answering questions at the bee stand. 
 
Thanks to Richard	Sims, Murwillumbah Queen Bees, for excellent presentations. 
 
Thanks to Stephen Fowler for long hours of service at the bee stand and giving excellent presentations.  
Thanks to GCABS members Jim, Jim, Alan, Lyle, Russ and others for many productive hours spent setting up and 
helping at the stand. 
 Thanks team. We did ourselves proud!!!!!  
 
 Leonie	Schwarzel  

 
 

  
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
                       
 
 

        
         NRABA XMAS PARTY 
 

                  
 
Sunday 25tH NOVEMBER 2018 
MELDRUM PARK   
83 NORTON ST BALLINA, FROM 
9.30AM. 
 

The Committee is pleased to invite all members to get together 
to celebrate another year of beekeeping . 

Morning Tea, lunch and non-alcoholic drinks will be provided. 

You will need to bring a chair, table, sunscreen and your 
Christmas hat.  

Please also bring a gift donation for the raffle.  Everyone will get 
a complimentary raffle ticket on arrival. 

RSVP BY THE 18TH NOVEMBER  

northernriverseditor@beekeepers.asn.au 

See you there  
 
 



 
 
NEW EQUIPMENT 
 
Stephen and Janet Fowler have fresh supplies of 
frames, supers and foundation available now and 
carry stocks of most common beekeeping equipment, 
as well as pots and jars for honey sales.  
 Pre ordering is appreciated, otherwise order and pick 
up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, in the Russellton 
Industrial Estate.    
 
Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, if 
you have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay the 
same price as Capilano. Contact Stephen on         
 (0418 412 621). 
 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP CARDS are now printed each 
month, if you haven’t got yours attend a club day and 
pick yours up. 

FACEBOOK 
The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/371801436599763
/ 
The group is a place for sharing information about the 
activities of the NRABA and for information on 
beekeeping in general. 
 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO 
DATE 
NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 
website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check their 
contact details. Click on the drop-down menu at the 
top right of the homepage to sign in. 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
If any members have any stories, photos or things that have happened to them in their beekeeping why not share 
it with other members .Just drop me a line on  
 
northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au 
 
Ruth Walker 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
2 x Brood Box plus Super with Bees and Queen 
Very healthy hives . 
Looking for 200.00 each or nearest offer 
 
Phone Libby 0439413288 

COUNTRY SHOWS 

Bangalow show 16-17 November 2018             
www.bangalowshow@bigpond.com.au 

 
Sydney Royal Easter Show 2019  
Entries open 20th November, 2018 
honey@rasnsw.com.au 
 

NEXT MEETING 
 
There will be no Club Meetings or News Letters in 
December or January. 
 
Our next Club Meeting will be on the   
24th February 2019 at  Leonie	Schwarzel property 
 
Then 31st March 2019 at Peter Laughton property 
 
If anyone would like to host a meeting they are always 
on the last Sunday of the month and are a great way to 
get some expert advice on your health of your hives 
and help with  any problems you are having. 
It’s also a great way to get to know your fellow club 
members. 
Contact Ruth at 
northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au 
 
Have a great Christmas 
               
 
 


