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President’s Report 
 
Hi Fellow members, 

SPLITTING THE CLUB 

 

I hope you all are keeping warm?  I’m sure our bees are working overtime to keep the hives at an even temperature. 

 

The committee casually discussed the option of splitting the club into two separate clubs. This is due to our member 

numbers nudging 200. One suggestion was to have NRABA covering the area from Lismore to Grafton with 

members who live in that area stay with that club. The other club covering the area from Wollongbar to Tweed 

Heads with members who live in that area joining the new club. Naturally all members could choose which club 

they prefer no matter where they lived. Please email or phone me with your preference or suggestions. If this gets 

off the ground we will take it to a Special General meeting for the members to have their say and vote. 

 

The ABA are running a forum and training day in Sydney at the end of the month. The forum is about having our 

say on the plans of the ABA for the next 12 months. The secretary and I will be attending and we welcome your 

input to the forum. Please contact Brian or myself by email or phone with your suggestions. 

 

Our treasurer resigned at the last committee meeting citing irreconcilable differences with the secretary and ill 

health. So - is anyone out there willing to step up to the treasurer’s position? We are still looking for members to fill 

a number of positions on the committee. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next field day. 

 

Regards Jamie 
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Save the Date    

Field Day 25th August 2019 

The next field day will be on 25th August  at the 

Rous Mill Hall, Rous Mill Road, Rous Mill.   

  
 Gold Coast Show 30th Aug - 1st Sep    
www.goldcoastshow.com.au 

 
 

mailto:0412535823
mailto:0466790736
mailto:northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
http://www.goldcoastshow.com.au/


Update On The  Last Field Day 
 
The last meeting at the Honey Shed of Sandra and  
Guy Small in Caniaba was enjoyed by a large crowd of  
beekeepers.  Guy went through his honey extraction  
processes, and showed everybody his great new truck,  
with many features to make beekeeping easier.   
Other major contributors to the success of the day were  
our informal crew members. Rob Stone once again  
explained to the beginner beekeepers what was going on  
in the two hives that Guy provided,  Avinash Ayres  
showed her salesmanship in selling raffle tickets,  
and Tanya Rumpf was a whiz at handling the catering side. 
Bill Delaforce paid the usual penalty of those who turn up 
early; they get to help with the setting up. 
 

Brian Window 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

From the Hives August 2019 
 
The hives have been moved from Coraki to Rous, 
and are responding in the warm weather and the 
flora of the red soil country.  The move went without 
a hitch for the two loads of 16 hives, but it was noted 
two days afterwards that one hive had a sprinkling of 
dead bees and another had a heap of dead bees 
directly below the entrances.  This could be due to a 
bout of robbing, or it could be produced by the hive 
overheating while shut up during the move. It was 
quite a chilly morning when the move was carried 
out, suggesting the former, but two colleagues (who 
move open) suggested the latter.  They are strong 
hives and little damage has been done. 
Since the hives have been at Rous, one neighbouring 
grower has been approached about spraying only at 
night, and the result of this can be read in an 
accompanying piece.  
 
Brian Window 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Brian Window 

 
 

Spraying and Macadamias 
 
All beekeepers near macadamia orchards should 
consult the managers of those orchards about how 
important it is for them to adopt practices that are safe 
for bees.   
 
A grower near my bees in Rous contacted me to say 
that the recommendation now is for growers to spray 
in the daytime, not in the night time, because of the 
problems created by inversion layers at night.  A quick 
search on Google told me something about the 
problems with inversion layers and spraying, but they 
seemed minor compared with killing every bee by 
spraying during the day.  
 
So, I checked with Jolyon Burnett, CEO of the 
Australian Macadamia Society in Dawson Street in 
Lismore, and he assured me that they are aware of the 
problems with inversion layers, but that the 
recommendation is still to spray at night. 
 
So, talk to the grower.  Tell him to contact Jolyon 
Burnett to obtain some of the useful pamphlets they 
have.  One pamphlet from the Australian Macadamia 
Society says “Legally, pesticide must not be applied 
during bloom when bees are foraging.”   
 
There are important issues here.  The literature states 
that macadamias are 90% pollinated by insects.  So, 
the presence of European bees becomes even more 
important, as spraying on flowers in the night or the 
day will eliminate all except the hardiest natural 
pollinators living in the orchard. Insects like bees that 
go in and out give the growers an advantage.   
 
Incidentally, the pollination recommendation is for 7 
hives of European bees per hectare of trees.   
 
So, I will report back to my neighbour with this 
information.  It is essential for growers to obey the 
recommendation to spray only after about 5pm. 

 
Brian Window 
 

 

 

 
Photos from the July Field day   



  
August Flowering  
Not much change since last month.  If you are close to the coast you can enjoy, or at least the bees will, the heath 
winter flowering.  The mixture of flowers gives a wonderful range of pollen.  The downside at times is the westerly 
winds that can send the field bees heading for New Zealand, the waves send them back to Australia, to be seen along 
the waterline. 
 
I was asked the other day if a Tuckeroo Tree  was good for bees.  Apparently the bees were 'roaring' in the tree.  If 
bees are 'roaring' they are gathering pollen.  The pollen is collected by the mouth parts and then they hover whilst 
they rake it back to the pollen baskets.  It is this hovering of large numbers that makes the roar.  Nectar gathers on 
the other hand go sip, sip, and straight to the next flower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuckeroo tree in flower                                                 Fireweed                                          Mist Flower 
 
There are a large number of plants that bees work but  we have no idea if they are good bad or indifferent. 
Unless there are enough plants available to be possibly significant there will not have been any research done on the 
pollen quality.   
 
Bees work Pecans enthusiastically for pollen, but it is not a widespread crop and they are wind pollinated so bees are 
not important to them.  There are a number of plants that are wind pollinated but may not be important to 
bees.  Ragweed comes to mind; the pollen is worse than useless.  Wattles are also wind pollinated.  The coastal 
species being of no value, but some of the species that grow on the tableland and slopes are excellent.  Corn is also 
worked but the pollen is of low protein, bees can 'collapse' if asked to work a honey flow afterwards. 
 
Another wind pollinated species are Sheoaks.  The one that grows hereabouts along the creeks is of no use to bees 
but the species that grows on the hills is very good.  The tree will look brown when flowering. The pollen is yellow 
and the bees collect a husk with the pollen.  When they eat it, the pollen that is, they chuck out the husk and it can 
be seen on the bottom board or at the hive entrance, looking like sawdust.  
 
Fireweed has been flowering for some time, one of the good years.  A useful pollen and occasionally a bit of 
nectar.  Another weed just about to break is mist flower.  It adds some pollen to the spring mix.  Although I live on 
what amounts to a massive crop, it has only given nectar once in fifty years.  It may give some at other times mixed 
with everything else, on the red soil country, but here this season it was all that I could find flowering. 
 
Geoff Manning 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Bee News 
Climate change: bees are disorientated by flowers’ changing scents 

 
Morgan Freeman Is Helping To Save The Bees ... - Tank's Good News 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2019-07...gin...honey.../11277934 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019...feeding-bees-to...drought/11296038 

 

 
 

 

   

https://theconversation.com/climate-change-bees-are-disorientated-by-flowers-changing-scents-119256
https://tanksgoodnews.com/2019/03/22/morgan-freeman-saves-bees/
https://tanksgoodnews.com/2019/03/22/morgan-freeman-saves-bees/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2019-07...gin...honey.../11277934
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019...feeding-bees-to...drought/11296038


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Changes To NSW Beekeeping Registration Conditions 
 
A new condition will come into effect 1 July 2020 requiring existing and new beekeepers registered in NSW 
to comply with the Australian Honey Bee industry Biosecurity Code of Practice 

 

What is the Code? The Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice  (the Code) has been 

developed by industry in collaboration with all states and territories to provide a national minimum 

standard for beekeeping practices. From 1 July 2020, it will be compulsory for beekeepers registered in NSW 

to ensure their management practices meet the minimum standards outlined in the Code. 

What are the changes? 
From 1 July 2020, it will be compulsory for beekeepers registered in NSW to ensure their management practices meet 
the minimum standards outlined in sections of the Code. Meeting these standards will not be a big change for 
beekeepers who have already adopted sound management practices in their beekeeping and comply with current 
requirements under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015. 
 
The Code is divided into parts. Part B of the Code is compulsory for all beekeepers. Part C applies only to beekeepers 
managing 50 hives or more. Part D is recommended, but not compulsory. A summary of new and existing 
requirements is available on the NSW DPI registration webpage.  
 
It is the responsibility of all beekeepers to make sure they are complying with all relevant parts of the Code prior to 1 
July 2020 to avoid possible penalties following this date.  
 

 
 

Bee Sting Allergy Breakthrough Researched in South Australia 

Australian researchers have successfully completed a human trial on a vaccine designed to eliminate the risk of a severe allergic 

reaction to European honeybee stings. 

The clinical trial at Flinders University and the Royal Adelaide Hospital included 27 adults with a history of allergic reactions 

to bee stings. 

The vaccine used in the trial contained a unique sugar-based ingredient called an adjuvant, developed in Australia, which is 

designed to help the body neutralise the bee venom at a faster rate. 

Professor Nikolai Petrovsky says the adjuvant used to enhance the bee sting vaccines has now been successfully given to over a 

thousand individuals across a range of different vaccines including in the current bee sting allergy trial. 

"Our technology is like adding a turbocharger to a car and in this case makes the bee allergy vaccine much more powerful, 

allowing the immune system to better neutralise the bee venom and prevent allergic symptoms," says Professor Petrovsky. 

Associate Professor Robert Heddle, lead investigator in the trial, says the aim was to see if the Advax adjuvant would safely 

speed up and improve bee sting immunotherapy. 

"The results of the study were very promising and confirmed the safety of this approach to improving bee sting 

immunotherapy." 

Dr Anthony Smith, an investigator in the trial, says while a commercial bee venom therapy is already available, it requires 

patients to have over 50 injections over a 3 year period to build up their immune system. 

"The current treatment option for serious bee venom allergies is lengthy and cumbersome, so I hope this enhanced bee venom 

therapy brings about faster, but longer lasting protection to bee stings for allergic individuals." 

Story Source: 

Materials provided by Flinders University.  

 

 

https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f5c886a4f9066c06e11840eb&id=6506616df2&e=1beabe22c4
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f5c886a4f9066c06e11840eb&id=380944fc6f&e=1beabe22c4
https://www.flinders.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of Being Indecisive 
 
Being indecisive might not seem the best of traits but if 
we understand what we are uncertain about we can 
make intelligent and well conceived choices that result 
in the best outcome. While we have the capability to 
act regardless of uncertainty ( some of life’s less certain 
decisions turn out to be some of the best), animals 
especially insects do not have the capacity to recover 
from ill made decisions. 
 
A study from Macquarie university in 2013 looked at the 
way bees evaluate their next move and came up with 
some interesting results. 
 
The researchers set up 2 test chambers, one  above a 
black bar that contained a sucrose solution that bees 
love the other below the black bar containing a bitter 
solution that was not so attractive. The bees quickly 
worked out which one they preferred. 
 
The researchers then moved the solutions closer to the 
bar making it more difficult to see if the they were 
above or below .Bees could also move in between the 
two  chambers if they wanted to . 
 
In some test’s bees could opt out but in others they 
were forced to make a decision .The researchers 
discovered that if bees were able to monitor their own 
indecision then they would opt out of tests that proved 
confusing. 
 
When they felt unsure about which target was which 
they would avoid the decision or move to the other 
chamber of the test to find a more obvious solution . 
 
If they were forced to make a choice the bees would 
need to guess which target had the sucrose .If bees 
could opt out they would in order to make a decision 
they felt more certain about , a target that was more 
clearly located above the black bar. 
 
Bees were more successful when they could opt out and 
follow their uncertainty to make a positive choice 
elsewhere. 
 
Whether an insect monitors uncertainty or only 
appears to, honey bees are able to selectively avoid 
making decisions when information is limited. This 
means even invertebrates are capable of making 
complex and adaptive decisions.                                    

Full Article 

 
theconversation.com/what-bees-dont-know-can-help-
them-measuring-insect-indecisio... 
 
 

 Warm Weather is on its Way 

Experienced beekeepers know that it’s never too early 
to start preparing for the spring beekeeping season. 

Whether you need to buy new equipment , 
your safety gear needs an upgrading or you want to 
get your name down for a new package of bees, it’s 
good practice to get in early. 
 

 Some Tips on getting set up for spring 

• Get your boxes painted or oiled ready to be 

used allow them some time to be completely 

dry. Have your frames ready as well 

• Bees don’t hang around when they’re ready to 
expand their colony. Be prepared to perform a 
brood split or give your hive some more space. 
this will help prevent swarming.  

• Have an extra brood box on hand that you can 
use for splits or swarm catches  

• If you want to expand your apiary, you may be 
lucky enough to start a new colony by 
catching a spring swarm.  

• Bees can build out quickly in spring – be set 
up in time to catch the honey flow. 

• Spring is a good time to plant some bee 
friendly plants and trees . They will thank you 
for it 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwin1bKzofzjAhUg8HMBHThhBbMQFjAAegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fwhat-bees-dont-know-can-help-them-measuring-insect-indecision-20099&usg=AOvVaw06PWtK3SpOy3aFinQIZEmm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwin1bKzofzjAhUg8HMBHThhBbMQFjAAegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fwhat-bees-dont-know-can-help-them-measuring-insect-indecision-20099&usg=AOvVaw06PWtK3SpOy3aFinQIZEmm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwin1bKzofzjAhUg8HMBHThhBbMQFjAAegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fwhat-bees-dont-know-can-help-them-measuring-insect-indecision-20099&usg=AOvVaw06PWtK3SpOy3aFinQIZEmm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwin1bKzofzjAhUg8HMBHThhBbMQFjAAegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fwhat-bees-dont-know-can-help-them-measuring-insect-indecision-20099&usg=AOvVaw06PWtK3SpOy3aFinQIZEmm


 
History and Operation of NRABA 
 
Introduction 
It is important to the running  of our club to understand the connection between our club, the NRABA, and the ABA of NSW, with 
whom we are affiliated. That is what this article is about. 
Club Government   
First, some simple principles governing the operation of associations should be understood. 
An incorporated association like the NRABA has a constitution as part of the framework for the legal operation of the association.  
The highest laws (statutes) are provided by the NSW Government with an act of Parliament, and are administered by the Department 
of Fair Trading (DFT).  The next level of laws is the organisation constitution, adopted when the organisation and its constitution are 
approved by the DFT.  Below that are the resolutions of the association in general meetings ( special and annual) and then resolutions 
of the association committee.  Below that are practices that are established by continued use, called customary practices. 
Periodically, the act of parliament is reviewed, and the statutes are changed. Usually such changes are structured so that the 
constitutions of existing organisations are still valid and do not have to be changed, but changes may be recommended.  An obvious 
change in recent years would be to include emails and text messages with letters as legal communications. 
The Constitution of the NRABA 
When the club was formed in 1992, the members opted to adopt a constitution recommended by the DFT, called the 1984 model  
rules, and this has not been changed over the years.  It is our constitution today; it is still valid, and it is still eminently workable. The 
AGM recently voted to change the constitution to the 2009 Model Constitution, which is an upgrade of the 1984 model rules to 
make the meaning of the words more clear.  It also changes our financial year to fit in with the ABA. 
Relationship of the NRABA with the ABA 
It has always been considered necessary for the club to have Public Liability Insurance to protect the office bearers if the club is sued 
after a serious accident at a field day. In the years from 1992 to 2002, the club purchased Public Liability Insurance from GIO, and the 
club membership subscription each year was determined mainly by that expense.  The extra funds to pay for postage etc came from 
the raffles and a charge  of $5 for lunch at the club field days.  When the club equipment shop was wound up in 2006, the assets were 
sold and the club ended up with a healthy bank balance of about $5000.  It was resolved in the committee to use this to finance club 
activities. 

The club executive  ( I was secretary at the time) were concerned when it became almost impossible to procure Public Liability 
Insurance in 2002 ( all clubs had problems, not just the NRABA).  We heard that the ABA had an insurance scheme that could provide 
this cover.  After investigating the details, the club resolved at a meeting to become affiliated with the ABA.  I obtained the necessary 
signatures of club members, and the affiliation went ahead.   

The ABA membership fee was about what club members had been paying per head for the GIO policy. So, the club membership fee 
was set equal to the ABA membership fee, and this has been customary practice right up until 2018.  In 2018, an extra charge of $5 per 
member was introduced by the committee. So, the situation at the start of 2019 was members pay $45 to the treasurer of the NRABA, 
who forwards $40 and membership details to the ABA, and $5 is retained for the club.  This is still exactly what happens for members 
who do not use the internet.  Those who use the internet pay these sums using software purchased by the ABA for the benefit of all 
the clubs, called Pay Subs Online (PSO), but the purpose is the same. 

Besides the benefits of the Public Liability Insurance, and the use of PSO, which greatly simplifies the tasks of keeping the 
membership register, the ABA has returned to our club each year a large part of what we have paid.  Only a fraction of the total 
payment is to pay for the ABA activities.  We just received a grant of $1000 from the ABA to pay for the Steritech over-run. How the 
funds were returned in 2017 and 2018 will be the subject of another  article. 
 
So, the connection between us and the ABA is through these resolutions’ years ago and customary practice since.  There has been no 
resolution by our club to change the sequential payment system, where total membership is paid to the NRABA, and membership of 
ABA is paid by the NRABA.  It guarantees an important part of the ABA constitution that members have to be a member of an 
affiliated bee club, and satisfies the part of our constitution that a non-zero payment for membership has to be made.  Even with the 
PSO, it is still effectively what happens. 
 
So, the legal situation involving the NRABA and the ABA is as follows. 

• Our constitution  (both old and updated) is independent from that of the ABA. 

• There is only one membership category in the NRABA constitution. 

• The NRABA collects as part of its membership fee the sum required by the ABA, and pays it to the ABA to pay for services 

and membership. 

• The affiliation with the ABA was established by resolutions of the committee around 2002. 

• The NRABA and members receive substantial benefits from the ABA. 

 
This interpretation is backed up by 17 years of NRABA minutes and club brochures, where there is only one type of membership ever 
mentioned. 
  
Brian Window, Secretary 2019, and member 20 years 
 

  



WHAT DO WE GET FROM THE NSW ABA 

 

What does the NRABA get from the NSW ABA in return for the member subscriptions that we send on to them?  

Over the past year, a number of people have said that “we get nothing back from the ABA”, and this is clearly untrue.  

When we first became involved with the ABA, it was to procure public liability insurance cover, but it has extended 

far beyond that as the interest in beekeeping has grown.  

 

Here is an analysis of the accounts for 2017 and 2018; the accounts were prepared by Lyall Zweck, the treasurer of the 

ABA for the respective AGM’s.  The figures for the personal public liability policies and the conference in 2018 have 

been excluded as they were essentially self-supporting. 

 

Year     2017  2018 

Number of members     1622  2150 

Income ($)    75870  88340 

Income per member  ($$)  46.77  41.09 

Surplus  ($)    20986  24634 

Surplus per member ($)   12.94  11.46 

Funds spent per member ($)  33.83  29.53 
Services returned to Clubs  

Public Liability insurance ($)  10500  10375 

New club start up grants  2000  1500 

Club grants    11748  23000 

Club speaker support   0  680 

Club travel assistance for AGM  3101  2869 

Club representative travel subsidy 0  454 

Club banners    3135  80 

ABK subscription   1680  1680 

AFB test kits    2568  0 

Membership cards   4571  1716 

Paysubs online charges ($)  2960  7991 

Total club services($)   42263  50845 

Club support per member($)  28.06  23.14 

Amount used by ABA per member($) 5.77  6.39 

 

The last two rows show clearly that over 75% of the member subscriptions are spent on the clubs, (hardly nothing, I 

would venture), and under 25% spent on running the ABA. The largest item is club grants, which go directly to the 

clubs.  These grants have purchased many items of equipment for our club, including gazebos, computers, projectors, 

BBQs, and PA systems. The next item in size is the public liability insurance, which protects our office bearers in the 

event of a serious accident during club activities; nobody should agree to be on the club executive without such 

protection. 

 

Of course, it could be argued that all the expenditure by the ABA looking after beekeeping in this state of NSW is to 

the benefit of the NRABA, not just the amount that comes back to the club.  The ABA is after all made up of unpaid 

office bearers all drawn from various affiliated clubs like the NRABA, and is thus part of the affiliated clubs.  It is not 

some group of outsiders taking the funds for their use. 
 

A valid criticism of the ABA, which does a marvellous job representing all NSW beekeepers in Sydney and in 

promoting beekeeping across the state, is the accumulation of large reserves.  Incorporated non-profit making 

associations should spend what they get in in a particular year on the current members, and not hoard funds for future 

members to spend. But there are reasons why this has occurred.  One is the rapid decrease in costs because the 

newsletter is distributed by email rather than post, and another is the rapid increase in membership over the last five 

years ( now over 2500).  It is difficult to budget in such circumstances. NRABA wrote to the President of the ABA 

last year urging the executive to take action to reduce the reserves which were approaching $150000. After the 2018 

year, they are now over $150000. The treasurer of the ABA just has to budget for substantial losses to reduce the level 

of reserves. 
 

All club members should welcome the role played by the ABA in the NRABA and support it; a club like ours cannot 

be run on just the $5 NRABA supplement. 

 

Brian Window,   Secretary and Member 20 years  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
                
                                          
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAME TAGS AND LOG BOOKS 

 

Brian still has unclaimed name tags and log books  so 

come along to the next club day to get them  or 

contact him at 
northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  
to arrange to pick them up 

 

 

Field Day 25th August 2019 
 
The next field day will be on 25th August  at the Rous 
Mill Hall, Rous Mill Road, Rous Mill.  Paul Towner 
lives close by the hall, and has a number of bee hives 
in close proximity.  
The activities with those hives will be varied, 
including  

• Swarm control in strong hives ( the 
macadamias should be in full bloom), 

• Making up nuclei, again with strong hives, 
• Requeening hives 
• Catching and hiving swarms 
• General inspection of  any weak hives 

 
It is an exciting time to work on hives as they should 
be “going gangbusters”.  Bring your beekeeping gear. 
The club will provide sterilised hive tools and gloves 
for the demonstrators. 
 
The day will commence at 9.30 am with a welcome by 
the President, and the beekeeping activities will start 
at 10.30 am.  Lunch of sausages and salad will be 
served at about 12.30 pm, and the raffle will be held 
before the end of the day at 1.30pm. 
All attendees are asked to bring either a morning tea 
item or a salad for lunch.  As a guide, bring enough for 
twice the size of your group. Male beekeepers in 
particular note, we need more salads!  Lunch will cost 
$5. 
 
In the past, the club has always relied on lunch 
payments and the raffle to provide funds for the 
operation of the club.  So raffle items are always 
appreciated. Raffle tickets will cost $2, and you could 
win big. 
 
So, remember to bring 

• Salads/morning tea 
• Raffle items 
• Chairs ( probably not needed, but your own 

may be more comfy) 
• Nametags 

 
 

 
Directions 
From Lismore, head towards Ballina on the Bruxner 
Highway, and turn right at the top of the hill in 
Goonellabah on to Rous Road.  Proceed past Chilcotts 
Grass and Tregeagle, until the right hand turn into 
Dalwood Road. Follow Dalwood Road until Rous Mill 
Road, where you turn right.  The hall is up a little way 
on the left. Please be considerate of others when you 
park. 
 

 
 

Host a Club Field Day 
 
Why not put your hand up to host one of the Clubs field 

days.  It’s the best way to meet your fellow club 

members and exchange ideas and information on all 

things bees.  

 

Not only that but if your hives can be opened you get the 

knowledge and expertise of more experienced 

beekeepers to check over and make sure your hives are 

doing well and are healthy.  

 

If you think you might want to host a day contact-  

Brian Window  
northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

 

 

Country Shows 
NSW agricultural shows are listed 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

QLD Agricultural shows are listed as QCAS (google)  

Lismore show 17th-19th October 2019 
www.northcoastnational.com.au  

Alstonville show 25-26 October 2019 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

Mullumbimby show 9th-10th November 2019 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

Bangalow show 15th-16th November 2019 
www.bangalowshow@bigpond.com.au  

 Gold Coast Show 30th 31st August-1st September 
2019 www.goldcoastshow.com.au 

Murwillumbah Show . Fri 1st - Sat 2nd November 
https://www.murwillumbahshow.com.au/show 

 

mailto:northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
mailto:northernrivers.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
http://www.goldcoastshow.com.au/
https://www.murwillumbahshow.com.au/show


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

appendix 

EQUIPMENT 
We have fresh supplies of frames, supers and foundation 

available and carry stocks of most common beekeeping 

equipment, as well as pots and jars for honey sales.  

Order and pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, in the 

Russellton Industrial Estate.   

 

Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, if you 

have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay the same price 

as Capilano 

 

.  

 

Stephen Fowler 0418412621 

  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO  NATURAL  
BEEKEEPING  
 
Sat 24th-Sun 25th August 
5 Daley Street, Alstonville. 
Cost $295  
In this course we will explore the principles of a bee-
centric approach to beekeeping. We will examine the 
fundamental concepts that differentiate “natural” 
beekeeping from conventional bee husbandry.  

Topics include Bee biology 

                        Natural beekeeping philosophy 

                        Different hive types 

                        Sourcing bees 

                        Taking care of the hive 

                        Harvesting 

                        Environment 

                        Pest and diseases 

Also 

• Warre Hives for sale Cost $595 

• Nucleus Bees for Warre Hive  from mid Aug Cost 

$140 

• Season Mentorship Package  

Cost  $320 

To find out more please contact Michael Koenen 

0414 621 975   or  info@villagebeekeeper.com.au 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

QUEENS AND QUEEN CELLS 
 
In preparation for Spring if you need any  
locally produced Queens or Queen cells 
for your hives  
 
Call David 0444 513 771. 
 
  

 
 

Disclaimer – the views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the  authors and do not necessarily reflect 

the official policy or position of the NRABA. The NRABA accepts no liability for the consequences of any actions taken 

on the basis of the information provided in this newsletter.  

 

The Pollinators is coming to Home of the 

Arts (HOTA), Gold Coast.  

Hosted by GCABS in partnership with Demand 

Films. An extraordinary story of the honey bee, 

brought to you by Peter Nelson a beekeeper of 30 

years. Filmed over a year- and-a-half through 

varied seasons to capture the extraordinary tale of 

the honey bee, joining other beekeepers and their 

honey bees as they move around the U.S.A. 

pollinating everything from Almonds to 

Blueberries.  

Speaking to people who rely on bees for their 

livelihoods, concerns are growing of threats to 

pollinators and implications for agriculture and our 

environment. This is surely a story NOT to miss.  

When: Thurs 19th September, 6:30pm sharp 

Where: HOTA, 135 Bundall Rd, Surfers Paradise  

BOOK HERE 

https://vimeo.com/330880436 

 

 

tel:0414%20621%20975
mailto:info@villagebeekeeper.com.au
BOOK%20HERE
https://vimeo.com/330880436


Appendix 

MINUTES NRABA COMMITTEE MAY 2019 
 
Time      5 pm Monday,  6th May 
Place Room 1 Lismore Workers Club on 2nd floor 

• Members present B Window, G McPhee, J Mudge 

Others Present  Ruth Walker  (Editor) 

• Minutes of Committee meeting April 11th         Accepted  (Moved JM s GM passed) 

• Matters Arising 

-Biosecurity course was not funded but may be in the next round. 
-Secretary suggested an inscribed hive tool as the prize for the Lismore Show.  BW to find out cost (Moved GM s JM 
passed) 
-The case for the $1000 grant from the ABA to support the Steritech trip was approved, 
   Secretary to submit to ABA treasurer. ( Moved GM s JM passed) 
-Treasurer had access to bank account, and three office bearers had been sent Visa cards. 
-Treasurer has submitted Annual Report to the DFT. 
-Secretary reported that he had heard from the ABA secretary, and the proposed change in the Constitution is in step 
with that of the ABA.  Treasurer to look into filing the new Constitution with the DFT ( Moved BW s JM passed) 
-President and editor to write material for the newsletter seeking input about field day menu. 

• Correspondence 

-Secretary proposed to write personally to Bruce Kemp about his complaints. 
-There was discussion about whether having a membership list on the ABA website satisfies the Constitution.  Secretary 
to look into accessing the list of paid up members. (Moved JM s GM passed) 

• Reports 

Treasurer  submitted a report of income and expenditure with bank balances.   Accepted (Moved BW s JM passed) 
Summary   Bank balance at April 1st          $6170.23 
April Field Day  raffle profit  $96; April Field day lunch profit  $60.25; Steritech trip loss $763.02 

• Agenda Business Items 

(1) Field Day 

Secretary reported that there would be no field day in May, that the one in June would be to Rob Blair-Hickman’s place, 
and the one in July to Guy Small’s place.  He tabled a standard operating procedure for the field day for discussion. 

(2)  New Members 

Secretary tabled an operating procedure for discussion. 
(3) ABA Grant   Done 

(4) Steritech operating procedure tabled for discussion. 

(5) Constitution Done 

(6) Draft Full Committee. 

President to prepare a piece for the newsletter. 

• General Business 

-Primex was early this year, May 16th-18th; 9am to 4 pm 
President to arrange if possible 6 club members to assist Apiarists in manning stand. Ticket available at 9am at gate in 
Industrial Estate ( stored at L Bryant shed).  Secretary has located box of pictures for display.   President to pick up at 54 
Donnans Road.             Contact Geoff Manning if questions on 0400 221 602 
-Treasurer produced a modified application form to join NRABA and ABA; Secretary to remove treasurer details from 
club flyer. Secretary to find out the cost of having a PO box instead of his home address for the club address.( Moved 
GM s JM passed) 
-NSW Apiarists Association Conference and AGM on May 17th-18th at Panthers Bathurst. 
- Queensland Beekeeper’s Association Conference and AGM at Bribie Island Golf Club on May 30th-31st, followed by field 
day on 1st June at Bribie Island School.  Secretary thought members may be interested in car-pooling for the field day. 
-NSW ABA Annual Conference , dinner, and AGM at Hawkesbury College Richmond on June 7th, 8th and 9th 2019.  
Secretary pointed out that if anyone wished to put in a “Colonel Pulling team”, a special form needs to be submitted by 
May 31st. 
-Facebook  and a Web page; postponed for further discussion. 

• Meeting finished at 7.23pm 

• Next Meeting 

Time 5pm on day to be decided ( BW absent May, GM absent May June. 
 Place Room 1 Lismore Workers Club 
 
Brian Window Secretary    Signed Jamie Mudge President 
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