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August 2018 Newsletter 
 
 

 

President’s Report 
 
Congratulations to all those selected as the new “executive Team”. 

We shall do our best to continue the fine work of the preceding 

year. 
 
Thank you to Garry and Kerry Shearer, who hosted the meeting in 
their lovely garden. 
 
As always, there is a team of unsung heroes behind the scenes; 

bringing the trailer, setting up, packing up, staffing the library, 

organising the food, cooking, the list goes on. Thank you very much. 
 
Most people would be aware of my passion 

for beekeeping and in particular, furthering 

knowledge and skills, so others can 

successfully enjoy the “art” to whatever level 

they choose. I think we, as a club, are doing 

this very well. We are lucky to have some 

very experienced apiarists who give freely to 

assist us. 
 
Beekeeping is a growing industry. Nationally, 

there are approximately 1500 commercial 

beekeepers (with more than 50 hives) and 

about 22,000 hobby beekeepers. The 

Biosecurity Code of Practice requires us all to 

use best biosecurity practice. This includes: 
 
 Registration as a beekeeper 
 

 Use of appropriately constructed and 
labelled hives 

 

 

Next Meeting: 
 
Date: 9th September 
 
Time: 10am for 10:30 start 
 
Address: 235 Morrows Rd 

Nana Glen 

Phone: 0459 066297
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 Regular pest and disease checking  

 Reporting of certain diseases  

 Controlling/eradicating pests and diseases. Managing weak hives  

 Maintaining records  

 Avoiding neglected hives  

 Permitting assessment by biosecurity officers  

 Commercial beekeepers have a few more requirements. 
 

The Code is a management system that we are encouraged to pursue. More later. 

Allan Thomas 

Last Meeting 

The last meeting was held at the home of Kerry and Gary Shearer on 12th August at 

Raleigh. The weather was fine but with a strong westerly breeze blowing. This 

meeting/field day incorporated our AGM, with the election of Office bearers, with 

changes that can be seen on the title page. Congratulations to Allan Thomas for taking 

the helm, and to all others who have volunteered their services. 

The credit for the new format for the newsletter goes to Dasha Miller, and her input is 

greatly appreciated. 

The meeting was well attended and many thanks go to the Shearer’s for hosting a 

meeting, and what a great venue. Also many thanks to all those who helped out on the 

day, especially to Ken and Jenny Balmer who so ably unloaded and loaded the trailer 

in Phil’s absence. 

Al and I managed to get through the business of the AGM, and thanks to Faye for 

helping as Returning officer. Congratulations to all those elected, and a welcome to 

all new members on the team. 

Some details of the Year report:- 

The club has grown from 58 members to 102 members, including those from the 

Northern Tablelands Sub-Branch.  

The club’s Financial Balance at 31st July was $ 3681.82 

In the year from November to July 7 meetings were held. 

Topic covered at these meetings included: 

Flow hives, Beekeeping equipment, Honey judging, hive and frame construction and 

tips, Bottom boards with mesh, Nucleus hives, Wintering bees. 

Re-queening, honey extraction, introduction to beekeeping, swarm reduction, uniting 

colonies, splitting colonies, queen rearing, queen-marking, making frames for 

honeycomb, feeding bees and pollen supply, Making wax-wraps, 

Bio-security Act, Beekeeping pests and diseases- AFB,SHB, EFB, Nosema, 

Chalkbrood, Varroa, Manuka honey 

Outside speakers included: Anne Webster, Geoff Lord from Berringa Honey 

Internal Club speakers and trainers: Frank Karabaic, Glenn Locke, John Carroll, Al  

Major Purchases: 10 beekeeping veils for use by members and visitors at Field days. 

The club has purchased Beetle traps, Wax foundation, wire mesh bottom board 

screens, pre-assembled frames for sale to members at cost price. Items have been 
added to the library.  

The MNC received a grant of $1000 this year from the ABA and $500 towards travel 

costs to the ABAAGM in Gosford 



General Meeting 

Items of interest : 1) We received a Flow hive from the Flow-hive folks and only paid 

for freight. This will most likely be assembled at the next meeting. 

2) Members were reminded to use the suggestion box for ideas at field days, meetings 

and topics in the newsletter. 

3) ABA Council Meeting. - Coffs Harbour - September 1st 

The next ABA Council meeting will be held on the MID North Coast. All ABA 

members are warmly invited to attend. 

The meeting will be held in the “Blue Room” at CEX - Coffs, 1 Vernon St 

The room has disabled access. 

Big issues for consideration will include:  

* Discussion of 2019 fees 

* ABA beekeeping course material 

* ABA Conference Planning 

* Grants for 2019 

* Involvement of clubs in ABA Decision making 

Please aim to arrive so the meeting can commence at 9:30 am sharp. 

4) Native Bees and our club. Seminar at Missabotti in October with Dr Tim Heard 

5) What’s Flowering in the area:- a continued discussion was had on what’s flowering 

in the MNC currently, with the aim of creating a yearly Almanac. 

August flowering: Iron Bark, Forest red gum, tallowood, banksia, grevillea, 

melaleuca, wattle, radiata pine. In the garden :- buddleia, Japanese quince, peach, 

nectarine, plum mulberry, callistemon, cuphea, jasmine, camelia.Weeds - Blue Billy 

goat weed, fireweed, mickey-mouse plant. 

6) Honey collection - guidelines to be laid down - more to follow 

Hive Report 

The weather, although very windy, wasn’t a factor at the hive as it was in a well 

sheltered location out of the nasty SW wind. 

 I had previously put a very strong 4 frame nuc in place in early July and a few days 

later made  up an 8 frame brood box with a few stickies and frames of honey. No 

super. The Boss Lady  in this colony is a self raised queen. 

 Inspection Day  

   The hive was in very good condition and 

out of room as they had started building burr 

comb under the bottom bars. This comb was 

cut off and frames transferred to Gary's brand 

new brood box. 

 The bees have been taking advantage of 

flowering Iron Bark. No sign of any disease. 

 We took 1 frame of brood up to the super and 

replaced it with one frame of foundation. The 

rest of the super was filled with 7 frames of 

foundation and left for them to go back to 

work. 

 22/8 I went back to check bees with Gary.  

                                                                                             Billy The Kid at work 

They are doing very well with the foundation in the  brood box fully drawn and fully 

laid on one side. Brood up in the super almost all hatched. Gary will now take it out 

and replace with foundation along with 1 wall comb from the brood box also to be  



replaced with foundation in the middle. Gary will extract these to put honey on 

his breakfast toast. 

 Regards Don. 

 

Back by Popular Demand - Frank’s Hive Hints 

FRANK’S HIVE HINTS No 18.  

Now that the cold weather is over you may do a bit more manipulation with the hive 

but take the precaution of not leaving brood out too long. 

Bees may not be progressing in some hives. Check the population and brood pattern. 

Make sure the queen is present. If you can’t find her look for eggs or young brood. 

Check if bees have stores of honey and pollen. Examine all brood combs for signs of 

disease. 

Make sure strong hives don’t become overcrowded or start queen cells. Sometimes 

bees are determined to swarm but much can be done to prevent it. Enlarge the 

entrance if it has been restricted. Give foundation as this is the time bees like to build 

rather than store honey. 

This time of the year strong hives can be split but don’t be too ambitious causing your 

strong hive to become weak. Consider the prospects for honey, pollen and the weather 

over the next few weeks. If nothing is coming in the hives won’t prosper, bees won’t 

build new comb and foundation will be chewed and warped. Be a good observer. 

LOVE THOSE BEES. 

 

Equipment, Training and Services 

 

     Club supplies: Wax foundation, Frames, Apithor traps, Plastic foundation, wire 

mesh screens. 

Frames - New Horizons - Coffs Harbour  

1) President Allan Thomas - regularly runs accredited training courses on Beginning 

in Bees 

2) Nucs, queens and Beekeeping Services - Glenn Locke  

 http://oraravalleyhoney.com.au/ 

 Mated queens 

Nucleus Hives 

Beekeeping Courses and Workshops 

Rescue and Removal of Unwanted and nuisance   

bees 

Established beehives 

 

   

 

3) Nucs and Beekeeping Services:- Scott Richardson and Di McQueen 

                        

           Richos Honeybee Hives                                                                                         

          https://www.facebook.com/richoshoney/                                      

          Nucs 

          Hive Inspections 

          On-site training 

          Beekeeping equipment 

www.honeybeehives.com.au 

 

http://oraravalleyhoney.com.au/


4) Little Star Bees  

Native Bees 

Seminar at Missabotti on Native bees with Dr Tim Heard 

30th October - $150.00  10:00am - 4:00 pm 

Natural Beekeeping Courses - 2nd Saturday or Tuesday of 

each month Sep- Dec 9:00am - 2:00 pm - $ 150.00 

Training Courses 

Nucleus Hives 

Steve and Trudi Hayes 

Ph 6564 8737 

 buzz@littlestar.net.au 

Missabotti NSW 

5) - I ran into former member Ben Laybutt in Coffs the other day and he says he is 

now a full time beekeeper, offering beekeeping services and Nucs for sale.Ben lives at 

Friday Creek and has over 30 years in beekeeping. 

Going back through my files these are the contacts I have:-  

Phone - 0417 905629 

Email -  
lglaybutt@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Steve Hayes and Scott Richardson both 

gave talks about their beekeeping 

experiences and their beekeeping 

businesses. 

Swarms 

It is or it’s coming up to Swarming season. 

It is advisable to take measures to reduce 

the chances of your hives swarming. 

I field a lot of calls about swarms and 

nowadays I generally direct them to go to          Steve Hayes from Little Star Bees 

beekeepers.asn.au/swarms. 

So if you are interested in collecting swarms please register at this ABA website.                           

Bees in a swarm are not normally aggressive - they don’t have a home or honey stores 

to defend. But they do need our respect. The swarm can be captured and rehoused in a 

hive where they can continue their vital work pollinating plants. 

Swarming has to do with pollen supply. Keep a look out for pollen stores 

Don’t allow the brood box to get crowded. 

Sign of swarming is,  if population is building and there is pollen and nectar 

you need to give the queen room to lay. 

Young queens less likely to swarm. Commercial beekeepers requeen every year. 

You could end up with a line of bees that will always swarm ( Their lineage) 

Well ventilated boxes reduce swarming tendencies. 

To reduce congestion:- 

 -Look at front of hive. Read what is going on. Are there sick or dead bees? 

 -Could lift back end of hive, to check weight, compare to what it normally is, 

as to whether it is building up. 

 -use smoke 
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 -Check frames in the top box 

 -take off super and excluder 

 -pull out second frame from the end 

 -queen will lay up to the frame that 

contains honey. This frame might only have 

honey on the one side, so turn it around and 

face the empty side to where the queen is.  

Give her room. 

 - put some brood frames up into super, 

and new frames into brood box 

 - Find queen cells. Split hive, using 

frames with queen cells  

 

Looking for somewhere to place a hive? 

A farmer at Valla Rural wants hives on their property. 

 Contact biscay@aapt.net.au 

 

Bio- Security         

1) Myrtle Rust      
  Another major threat to our bee population is a plant disease called Myrtle Rust.  It has the 

potential to destroy much of the plant life that our bees feed on and is already widespread all 

the way up the East Coast of Australia. 

Myrtaceae are a major source of nectar/pollen for honey-bees 

Myrtle Rust is a plant disease that poses a serious and urgent threat to Australia’s native 

biodiversity. The Plant Biosecurity CRC, in collaboration with the Australian Government’s 

National Environmental Science Program has developed a draft Action Plan to guide a 

coordinated national environmental response to Myrtle Rust. The Plan 

was prepared in consultation with a wide range of experts and stakeholders.  

  The goals of the draft Action Plan are to minimise declines and extinctions of native species 

due to Myrtle Rust, and minimise decline in the integrity and function of their host 

ecosystems. 

 Myrtle Rust in Australia: A draft Action Plan is now open for public consultation and they 

want your input!! 

Here’s a link to some DPI info on this subject. 

  https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/plant/established-plant-pests-and-

diseases/myrtle-rust 

2) Neonicotinoids 

Here’s a link to a CSIRO report on neonicotinoids:-  

https://blogs.csiro.au/ecos/benefits-and-risks-of-neonicotinoid-

insecticides/?utm_source=ECOS-2018-

07&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=ECOS 
3) Mark Page will be giving a presentation on the Bio-Security Act, etc at the next meeting 
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   Next Meeting 

 

The next Meeting will be held at the home of Glen Locke and Anne Webster 

Date: Sunday 8th September 

Address : 235 Morrow's Road Nana Glen. 

Phone: 0459 066297 

Time: 10 am for 10:30 start 

There will be a Hive Inspection so bring Protective clothing 

Lunch: A BBQ lunch will be provided 

Cost $5.00 

What to Bring: Please bring a luncheon item and a dessert/morning tea item 

A raffle prize would be greatly appreciated. This is a great way to raise funds for the 

club. 

Also bring a chair and  don't forget your nametags 

Directions: 

From Woolgoolga take Bucca Road from the Moonee turnoff on the Pacific Highway. 

Travel to Nana Glen on Bucca Road and cross the railway bridge just past Eastbank 

Road in the 50k zone. The first right immediately over the railway bridge is Morrow's 

Road. 

From Coffs Harbour travel through Coramba and Nana Glen. Turn right at the Nana 

Glen school. Go over the river and up the hill past the Nana Glen hall. Turn left onto 

Morrow's Road just before the railway bridge. 

From Glenreagh turn left at the Nana Glen school. Go over the river and up the hill 

past the Nana Glen hall. Turn left onto Morrow's Road just before the railway bridge. 

We are 2.35 kms down Morrow's Road on the left. 

 

Look for the "Honey for Sale" signs from Bucca Road. 

 

Plenty of parking in the horse paddocks in front of our little blue house.  Just go up 

the driveway & follow the signs. 

For more Information 

Contact – Mal Banks  -  6649 0990 

             - Phil Jury      -  6568 5655             

      Please give comments, ask questions, make suggestions, or give feedback at the 

next meeting. 

Please use the suggestion box.  
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