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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Dear Fellow Beekeepers, 
 
The summer heat is still quite apparent not only for us, but also for the bees. I noticed quite a few late summer 
swarms before we eased into Autumn. Despite the dry, many beekeepers report good honey harvest and it 
seems that after a bit of rain many trees went into flower. 
 
I would like to thank Leonie Schwartzel for hosting the club day beginning of March and all the helpers that 
made it possible. From all accounts it was an informative day and my thanks to Peter Laughton for standing in. 
Unfortunately, I could not be there in person as the date was moved to enable some club members to attend 
the NSW ABA council meeting near Sydney. 
 
43 members have expressed interest in the Pest and Disease course and the club has forwarded an application 
to a training provider to apply for funding. Provided we are successful with the application, the course dates are 
most likely to fall in mid May. Applicants will be informed as soon as confirmation is received. 
 
The club has been invited by several schools to introduce bees and beekeeping to their students. Stephen 
Fowler gave a talk at a primary school and I have had two classes from the Alstonville High School Agricultural 
department visit my apiary to have a hands on demonstration of beehives. Such opportunities are of high value, 
not only to introduce young people to the craft of beekeeping, but also to make them more aware of our 
connection with and our impact on the environment. 
 
For those who recall the poisoning of hives from two amateur and one commercial beekeeper in the Alstonville 
area, the chemical analysis of the bees has shown that the main culprit was Fipronil. Fipronil is used by some 
beekeepers to control hive beetle. Other indications for use are to control ants and cockroaches. In this case it 
appears that the local council used a wide application to sporting fields to control ants. Unfortunately this was 
at a time when clover was in flower and the bees came in contact with the poison. 
 
I would like to take to opportunity to remind members of the upcoming AGM on the 31st March. The meeting 
will be held at our next club day near Tabulam (details below) and I encourage everyone to take part. 
 
Happy beekeeping,  
Michael Koenen 

 
 
 
 
 
Happy beekeeping, 
Michael Koenen 
 
 
 

 

 
                                                 

   
 

SAVE THE DATE 
31st March  AGM and Club meeting  Peter 
Laughton’s , 9.30am 11610 Clarence Way, 
Tabulam. AGM start 11.30am 



  INSIDE THE HIVE 
 
Many aspects of life in a beehive are still a mystery to the beekeeper as well as scientists. 
 
As beekeepers we are afforded a unique and privileged insight into the reality of  the honey bee super organism.  
 
The term super organism is often used to describe a social unit showing advanced organization and a high 
division of labor into reproductive and non-reproductive groups. Bee hives display many characteristics of a super 
organism. For example the colony contains overlapping generations of adults, several different casts of bees and 
co-operative brood care, where young are raised by non-parental carers. 
In addition, within a super organism the importance of the colony outweighs the individual and this is evident in 
that bees are unable to survive by themselves for any length of time.  
 
Good communication is essential for a well functioning organism/group. This skillful art often defines the success 
of a company or in our case the association. 
 
Honey bees have several tools to communicate, including sound and smell. They use their natural honey comb as 
a sound horn to transmit vibration and as a platform to pass on distances and direction of a food source via the 
‘waggle dance’. Sound intensity decreases with density, hence bees wax is a medium that amplifies the 
transmission to call in remote dance followers. 
 
Toothing and quacking is used by the queen and these airborne sounds are picked up by her close following. 
 
Communication via smell occurs by pheromones. Pheromones are produced by the queen, bees and drones. 
They provide a long time constant inside the hive and transmit colony odour, often called ‘nest smell’, queen 
rightness, cell capping, nest mate recognition, footprint recognition and many other signals.  
Pheromones and nectar smells are incorporated when building comb and the smell of the wax comb is used a 
‘street signs’ for orientation inside a dark hive. Hence the conscious beekeeper is placing frames back in the same 
position as they were found. Since natural comb plays an important part in effective communication and 
orientation I wonder what impact plastic foundation and plastic frames have? 
 
Beekeepers should keep in mind that every time we open a hive, be it for disease inspection, harvesting or just 
because we are so keen to investigate and learn from these creatures, we enter the inner womb of this bee-ing 
with its diverse network of communication and unique atmosphere. The escape of the nest smell and the masking 
of pheromones with smoke may require extra effort by the colony to reestablish the familiar culture and necessary 
warmth which may render the hive vulnerable until stasis is returned. 
 
What a privilege and responsibility we have! 
 
Michael Koenen

 



A BEEKEEPERS JOURNEY 
 
Here is one of our members Tony Lamont   
and his story on how he got started in 
beekeeping  
 
Funnily enough , it was a sting from a bee 
that got me into bees. About 30 years ago I 
was caretaking a neighbor’s property 
renewing fences etc and farming it on a 
barter agreement . 
 
He had a tractor and wanted me to have the 
tyres renewed and that the new tyres were in 
a shed on the property, so before I engaged 
the tyre mechanic , I went to the shed to 
inspect the tyres, it was an old weather 
damaged timber shed and as I stuck my head 
in the door " WHAM " I thought somebody 
stubbed a cigarette out on my forehead , so I 
back peddled waving at the sky thinking 
wasp's and then gingerly sneaking back to 
the shed for a positive look , discovered an 
old office desk inside ( which had 2 or 3 
draws and a door ) was packed with a bee 
colony. 
 
Now I knew nothing about bees . 
So, I rang a beekeeper neighbor of mine Bob 
Steinthal to remove them ,he came and had a 
look and said righto I'll pick you up at 4 pm 
tomorrow and we'll go get em' . I said what do 
you mean WE?. I won’t be going . Yeah , 
bloody oath you are he said ,I'll have a veil for 
you. 
 
So 4pm next day Bob turns up , he had a pair 
of footy shorts on , thongs and a singlet ,I had 
overalls ,gum boots and a motorbike helmet  
( he rolled his eyes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
So, we get in the shed , Bob puffs a bit of 
smoke around , there’s lots of bees circling 
with a low-pitched hum, he then hands me 
the smoker and takes a hammer and chisel to 
the desk and after 3 or 4 clouts , starts to 
demolish it , now the low-pitched hum sounds 
like a boeing 747 and the smoker's going like 
a steam train. Bob said put that down for a 
while , you're only antagonising them 
(strewth). 
Anyhow , laying a rug on the ground outside 
of the shed ,Bob carted the draws full of bees 
and tipped them onto the rug , then sifting 
through them , found the queen, placed her in 
a bee box and sat that on top of the 
demolished desk. 
We came back just on dark and every bee 
was in that box , shut the lid and Bob took 
them home , I was blown away and 
fascinated by the experience and wanted to 
learn more , here was an animal , an insect 
that you could handle and manipulate just like 
cattle or horses .Twenty years later , a bee 
course became available at Wollongbar 
agriculture research , which I attended , after 
the two day course , I felt I was up to it , put 
boxes and frames together and at the first 
sign of spring , my midday nap was 
interrupted by a swarm of bees landing 20 
metres from my house and I was off and 
running with one hive . 
I joined the amateur bee club and 10 years 
later with help and support from my wife 
Dianne , we now have 70 plus hives .That’s 
my story so far  
                                                                          
                                                                          
  Regards Tony Lamont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
                
                                          
 
 
 
 

BEE NEWS  
 Links to some interesting articles found by Peter Laughton 
https://bees.news/ 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-07-12/queen-bees-mate-with-many-
more-drones-than-previously-thought/9981786 
 
https://www.tasnimnews.com/en/news/2018/10/07/1846535/study-mushroom-extract-could-help-
save-bees-from-virus 
https://www.smh.com.au/technology/high-tech-backpack-sensors-help-farmers-and-biologists-
track-bees-20181217-p50mmh.html 
 
 



INSECTS COULD VANISH 
WITHIN A CENTURY AT 
THE CURRENT RATE OF 
DECLINE. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The world’s insects are hurtling down the path 
to extinction, threatening a “catastrophic 
collapse of nature’s ecosystems”, according to 
the first global scientific review. More than 
40% of insect species are declining and a third 
are endangered, the analysis found. The rate of 
extinction is eight times faster than that of 
mammals, birds and reptiles. The total mass of 
insects is falling by a precipitous 2.5% a year, 
according to the best data available, 
suggesting they could vanish within a century. 

The planet is at the start of a sixth mass 
extinction in its history, with huge losses 
already reported in larger animals that are 
easier to study. But insects are by far the most 
varied and abundant animals, outweighing 
humanity by 17 times. They are “essential” for 
the proper functioning of all ecosystems, the 
researchers say, as food for other creatures, 
pollinators and recyclers of nutrients. 

Insect population collapses have recently been 
reported in Germany and Puerto Rico, but the 
review strongly indicates the crisis is global. 
The researchers set out their conclusions in 
unusually forceful terms for a peer-reviewed 
scientific paper: “The [insect] trends confirm 
that the sixth major extinction event is 

profoundly impacting [on] life forms on our 
planet. 

“Unless we change our ways of producing 
food, insects as a whole will go down the path 
of extinction in a few decades,” they write. 
“The repercussions this will have for the 
planet’s ecosystems are catastrophic to say the 
least.” 

Bees have also been seriously affected, with 
only half of the bumblebee species found in 
Oklahoma in the US in 1949 being present in 
2013. The number of honeybee colonies in the 
US was 6 million in 1947, but 3.5 million have 
been lost since. 

The analysis, published in the journal 
Biological Conservation, says intensive 
agriculture is the main driver of the declines, 
particularly the heavy use of pesticides. 
Urbanisation and climate change are also 
significant factors. 

One of the biggest impacts of insect loss is on 
the many birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish 
that eat insects. “If this food source is taken 
away, all these animals starve to death,” he 
said.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations to our Stephen Fowler  

 1st place with the Best Frame of Honey at 
the GCABS Open Day 

About the honey show and competition  
The open day honey show and interclub competition is a 
friendly competition, not extremely formal, there was no 
fee to entrants, and we try to give everyone some 
encouragement to get a jar or two in just for fun. 
However, entries should be in standard round clear glass 
jars of 500g capacity with white screw lid.  

Light, Golden and Dark honey are graded according to 
their brightness, cleanliness, colour, aroma, flavour and 
density. Creamed and granulated honey are graded 
according to the consistency of grain, colour, firmness and 
flavour.  

Wax entries are graded according to appearance, colour, 
clearness, aroma, arrangement and skill.  

Baking entries were graded by a representative of 
Queensland CWA. A challenging recipe was presented 
this year.  

A great success and excellent 
representation of our region  

Overall there were 67 entrants representing 8 hobby 
beekeeping associations. 43 GCABS members 11 Ipswich 
member, 4 Valley Bees members,1 member each from 
Bayside,NC ABA, NR ABA, Stanly River, Nimbin and 4 
entrants not affiliated with an association. Of the 
entrants, 23 people were novice entrants, having not won 
a place in this comp previously.  

Interclub competition scores For the interclub 
competition, a 1st place ranking is awarded 3 points, 2nd 
place 2 points, and 3rd place 1 point.  

GCABS earned total 30 points. Ipswich earned total 44 
points. Ipswich retain the Interclub trophy yet again. A 
fine effort from your bees out at Ipswich!  

The open class exhibitor with highest number of points 
(best exhibitor) was Phil Geeves with 11 points. 
Congratulations Phil. The novice class exhibitor with 
highest number of points (best novice exhibitor) was 
Melissa Quirk with 7 points. Well done Melissa.  

Tips for next year  

The merits of creating a stingless bee honey category were 
discussed. The criteria for grading stingless bee honey 
should be formulated differently given apis and stingless 
bee products have different characteristics.  

 

Novice entrants were well represented in the Light and 
Golden honey classes, but absent from the creamed, 
granulated and frames categories. Novices are 
encouraged to try these classes and give the baking 
categories a crack to rack up more points  next year 

The Judge's Decision is Final"  

Hearty thanks to our experts, Kellie Round, Ray 
Goldsworthy and Sandra Mackie for generously 
donating their time and expertise.  

CATEGORY  First Place  Second Place  Third Place  

Light  S. Patch 
(GCABS)  

P. McDougall 
(IWMBA)  

B. Hendry 
(IWMBA)  

Golden  F. Bousen 
(IWMBA)  

L. Armsrtong 
(GCABS)  

J. Jordan (Valley 
Bees)  

Dark  P. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  

N. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  

K. Freiberg 
(IWMBA)  

Creamed  N. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  

P. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  J. Brook (GCABS)  

Comb in 
honey  

P. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  

N. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  A. Betts (GCABS)  

Best Frame  S. Fowler 
(NR ABA)  

J. Cavanaugh 
(GCABS)  A. Betts (GCABS)  

Heaviest 
frame  

P. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  

A. Betts 
(GCABS)  K. Knox (GCABS)  

 *Best 
Exhibitor  

  

Block of wax  
P. 
Waldron 
(IWMBA)  

C. 
McLACHLAN 
(GCABS)  

G. Hamwood 
(GCABS)  

Decorative 
wax  

P. 
Waldron 
(IWMBA)  

M. Quirk 
(GCABS) 
*Best Novice  

J. Bampton 
(GCABS)  

Fine 
Granulated  

K. Freiberg 
(IWMBA)  

A. Betts 
(GCABS)  B. Rush ( IWMBA)  

Coarse 
Granulated  

A. Betts 
(GCABS)  

K. Freiberg 
(IWMBA)  

P. Waldron 
(IWMBA)  

Honey Cake  A. Winter 
(IWMBA)  

B. Hendry 
(IWMBA)  

C. 
McLachlan(GCABS)  

Honey 
Biscuits  

C. 
McLachlan 
(GCABS)  

I. Read 
(GCABS)  

N. Geeves 
(IWMBA)  

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STERITECH AND EQUIPMENT 
 
We will be organising a Steritech trip for the 6th 
April please contact Stephen Fowler and let him 
know what your bringing . 
We have fresh supplies of frames, supers and 
foundation available and carry stocks of most 
common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and 
jars for honey sales.  
Pre-ordering is appreciated, otherwise order and 
pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, in the 
Russellton Industrial Estate.   
Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, 
if you have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay 
the same price as Capilano.  
Stephen Fowler 0418412621 
  
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING - Sunday 31st March 19 
 
NRABA Annual General Meeting 

Location: Peter Laughton’s house               
11610 Clarence Way, Tabulam.  

Time : 9.30am 
 
Transport: Own transport .Bee signage will 
be in place 
 
Parking : There is plenty of parking 
 
What to bring: 

• Some salads to go with our Sausage 
sizzle would great otherwise a 
morning tea item. 

• Raffle items are always welcome. 
• $5.00 per head for lunch 
• Sun shade / protection  
• Chair 

 
Directions: Follow the Bruxner Highway B60 
if coming from Ballina ,Lismore or Casino 
through Tabulam to Clarence Way. 
There is plenty of parking. 
 
Activities:  AGM and some Hive Openings 
 

 
 
 
It’s your Clubs AGM .So come along and have your say  
and help elect the Committee that support how the 
club runs . 
 

See You There !!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
MEMBERSHIP CARDS the ABA have printed up 
new 2019 Membership Cards they will be available to 
pick up at our March 31st meeting . Log books for 
those who ordered them to be sent to us will also be 
available to pick up. 

FACEBOOK 
The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below.  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/37180143659976
3/ 
The group is a place for sharing information about the 
activities of the NRABA and for information on 
beekeeping in general. 
 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO 
DATE 
NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 
website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check their 
contact details. Click on the drop-down menu at the 
top right of the homepage to sign in. 
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
If any members have any stories, photos or things 
that have happened to them in their beekeeping why 
not share it with other members .Just drop me a line 
on  
 
northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au 
 
Ruth Walker 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
For Sale 
  
Queens, Queen Cells and Nucleus Colonies 
  
Queen cells are grafted from locally selected 
stock 
  
Nucleus colonies come in 5-frame corflute boxes 
with a current-season queen. 
  
Pre-order required 
  
Enquiries David 0444 513 771 
 
 

HoneyBee Hives   
 
Seeking expressions of interest from beekeepers 
that may be interested in providing crop 
pollination services for blueberry growers in the 
Woolgoolga NSW area. 
The pollination period varies between growers so 
availability from March/April to Sept/Oct for 2-6 
months is ideal. 
Regular hive inspections and maintenance are 
required as well as public liability insurance to 
$20M. 
All hives must be AFB free and will be inspected 
before placement on farms. 
If you would like more info or to register your 
interest, please contact us via this 
link: https://www.honeybeehives.com.au/pollinati
on-brokers 
 
 

HELP A STUDENT OUT 
 
I am a University student currently studying 
Environmental Sciences at the University of 
Brighton (UK). As part of my final year I am 
carrying out an independent research project 
into beekeeping, aiming to explore the different 
issues encountered by beekeepers as well as the 
strategies and methods of employed by 
beekeepers to ensure the health and prosperity 
of their colonies. 
  
I am sending this message to see if any of your 
members would be willing to answer a short 
survey regarding the topics mentioned above; if 
so, please get them to follow the link below. 
  
https://goo.gl/forms/jOxv1kbFSvigsy1J3 

 

 
 


