
NORTHERN RIVERS AMATEUR BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION INC  
ABN 28 293 295 885 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Sunday 4th February 2018 

The Meeting commenced at 2:40pm at the home of Sandy Jeudwine and Micheael 
Koenen,  5 Daley Street Alstonville. President Robert Stone presided over the meeting. 
 
Attendance:  
Geoff & Noeline Muntelwit; Shirley Ashman & Merv McDonald; Sandy Stewart; Brian 
Window; Michael Koenen; Sandy Jendwine; Robert Stone & Tanya Rumph; Sally 
McMahon (11) 
 
Apologies: Frank McLeod; Dave Fairhall. 
 
 

General Business: 

● Colonel Pulling Competition – Branch Report: it was resolved by general consensus 

that the club would use the same Branch Report format as was submitted last year. The 
committee acknowledged the hard work and excellent results achieved by Dave Fairhall 
and Kerrie Love, who put together such a professional and enjoyable publication for the 
2017 competition. 

Shirley Ashman has offered to print leaflets of the Col. Pulling Competition criteria and have the 
copies available for club members at the February 2018 general meeting. 

● General Meetings – it was resolved by general consensus that on March 3rd at 536 

Wardell Road Dalwood (Shirley and Merv’s home) the first Committee Meeting to 
replace monthly general meeting will commence at 3pm.  

The committee is trialling this action as club days (last Sunday of the month) are long and busy 
occasions with many people travelling significant distances to participate. By removing the 
general meeting from after lunch, both the host/ess  and the committee members will be able to 
complete their day at a more agreeable hour.  It has also been noted that many of the members 
leave the premises as the business of a general meeting gets underway. 

The Minutes of the Committee Meetings will be published in each month’s NRABA newsletter so 
members remain informed. There remains ample opportunity for discussion of issues or 
requests at each monthly club day. 

Shirley Ashman has offered to write up a list of Housekeeping Duties that must be undertaken 
for each club day. 

It was suggested by Merv McDonald, and will be trialled at the next club day, that at the start of 
the club day meeting newcomers and beginner beekeepers are asked to self-identify during 
morning-tea and are then offered a separate  ‘Exploration/Explanation Tour’.  

 



● Purchases -  it was resolved by general consensus that the NRABA will purchase: 

1. a corkboard/white-board for use at club occasions to publicise a timetable for the 
days events and to highlight current/on-going projects (eg. AFB Awareness Month; 
Swarm Catchers Database, Housekeeping Duties).  

2. 1kg of potato salad and 1kg of either pasta salad or coleslaw for the club day                
lunches 

 

● Club calendar – it was resolved by general consensus that the Secretary (Sally             
McMahon) would put together a club calendar indicating relevant produce          
shows and competitions, club training events and significant club dates. The           
calendar can be published with the monthly newsletter. 

A list of potential Speakers to attend club days and cover specific apiculture topics              
was drafted. All potential speakers are to be contacted about their willingness to             
participate and preferred attendance date. 

Name Topic Month attending  

Capilano rep. Selling honey to wholesale 
buyers 

 

DownUnder Honey rep. Selling honey to wholesale 
buyers 

 

Geoff Manning and Janet 
Fowler 

What honey judges look for in 
competition samples; how to 
pack and prepare for 
showtime 

March 

Cathy Golding - DPI Pests and Diseases  

Dave Fairhall Queen Bee rearing: Native 
bees 

 

Professor David Lloyd SCU research ; Bees for 
Sustainability 

 

Rob Blair-Hickman Hive Products: what to do 
with your wax, honey, pollen 
and propolis  

 

Lorma  - Tocal Biosecurity; Honey production 
as a small business 

 

Tropical Fruit Research 
Station 

Bees and Pollination; current 
research 

 



 

● Budgets-  it was resolved by general consensus that the Treasurer (Sandy Stewart) 

would draw-up  budgets covering:    NRABA  Speaker’s Expenses 
(travel/accommodation) 
         NRABA Office Expenses (printing, stationery) 
 
 

● Club Constitution – it was resolved by general consensus that an updated Constitution 
be put forward to the club for appraisal and potential adoption.  
 

The NRABA has grown significantly over the past five years and continues to gain popularity               
within the region. In part this is due to innovations in beekeeping practices that have made                
apiculture more readily accessible and less threatening to many people in the community. The              
NRABA acknowledges that with a larger membership base the club may need to adjust its               
goals and direction to better reflect the needs and desires of the community whilst educating               
and supporting members about the needs of the hive, as well as, the local and national                
responsibilities of being a Beekeepers. 

 
  

There being no further business, the president, Robert Stone thanked everyone for their 
attention and declared the meeting closed at 4:50pm. 

 

 

 

 


