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From the President 

Hello Beekeepers. 

Wow, what a start to the year. The first meeting was 

a bonzer with almost 100 people attending. Thanks 

to Bruce and Christine our hosts for a lovely day. A 

big thank you to Stuart Anderson for taking out 

some of his valuable time donating and presenting 

our club with its very own flow hive. NRABA 

members were delighted to meet him and have 

their questions answered. 

Thank you to Steven Fowler for his donation of the 

nuc, also the time that Rachelle Deaker put into the 

great art work. After the flow hive presentation, 

Bruce opened one of his Langstroth hives for an 

inspection. Frames were handed around to look for 

eggs. 

With our club growing in numbers, I would like to 

ask you to bring a salad to share. I know I can count 

on you to support our club. 

If you’re thinking of splitting your hives and they 

are ready, now is the time to get them off to a good 

start before winter. If you don't think you’re up to 

it, put you name down for the buddy program. You 

should also check out our Facebook page. 

The Colonel Pulling Competition is fast 

approaching, so bring your best honey, wax or 

frame and if you like to bake, bake us a cake as fast 

as you can and fill it with honey, it’s sweeter than 

jam. We won last year and we will win again this 

year! 

Happy beekeeping. See you at the next meeting. 

Robert 

P.s the NRABA committee is up for re-election. If 

you would like to nominate yourself or someone 

else, check with them first. Please don't chuck them 

in the deep end. 

From The Hives – February 

Honey production increased markedly after 

Christmas, and most of the 32 hives had two full 

supers at the end of January.  There was quite a good 

flowering of bloodwood in the month, but it did not 

yield much at Bungawalbyn. The honey does not 

have that stringiness characteristic of bloodwood, 

and the origins are unclear. Currently, this honey is 

being extracted, with the aim to get the hives to a 

brood box and one empty honey super to make 

them easier to move to a site near Coraki for the 

flowering of the broadleaf tea tree in the autumn. 

One of the 32 hives looks, at first glance, to be a case 

of a laying worker, producing only drones. The hive 

has probably lost its queen and has not succeeded 

in making another.  So this hive will be combined 

with another hive with a queen, using either the 

paper method, or more likely the shake-out 

method. The latter method, where all the bees in 

the drone laying hive are shaken on to the ground 

some distance from the new hive on the old site, 

eliminates laying workers and drone laying queens. 

Brian. 

February Flowering 

First up, something I didn’t mention last month. 

You have probably noticed that there has been a 
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good flowering of privet. The main reason that I 

didn’t mention it is because I do not have any 

experience of it. The honey is reported to have an 

objectionable flavour. On one occasion I had to 

pack up a local beekeeper/farmer who had a 

massive AFB problem. He had previously 

complained about the honey he was getting from 

Bloodwood. Bloodwood, as I have indicated, rarely 

produces, but the honey flavour is fine. Once on his 

site I realised that what he was getting was probably 

privet, certainly the honey that the last of the hives 

had on board was not what one would call choice, 

to put it mildly. 

The point of the story is that just because you can 

see flowers on a plant it might not be yielding the 

honey in the hive. What we now call Crow Ash 

honey from Guioa semiclauca was originally 

thought to come from the abundant clover growing 

on the red soil country before the introduction of 

kikuyu grass that smothered it. The clover was so 

abundant that bloating of cattle was a major 

problem. Clover was at its peak of flowering in 

October, just when the Guioa hits its straps. The 

honey was in fact called “Lismore clover”, the 

flavour being blamed on the red soil, clover not 

having any flavour of its own. It tastes of whatever 

is also flowering at the same time. And here it 

seldom produces a crop of honey, but there is a 

story there for another time. 

At the last meeting a member showed me some 

honey that had bloodwood honey in it. It was not 

straight, about 50:50 Bloodwood and something 

else.  Nice honey. 

Looking to the future. I notice some bud just 

starting to show hereabouts on Red Gum. This 

would flower around May.  I have no idea as to how 

widespread the budding is yet, but a supply of good 

pollen is always welcome. I have noticed that 

Melaleuca quinquenervia, paperbark or Ti Tree has 

had a small flowering on my garden trees, so I 

assume the same happened nearer the coast. It will 

be flowering fairly regularly from now to as late as 

June/July. The pollen is good but the intermittent 

flowering means that it then cuts off, and unless 

backed by something else, can lead to some poorly 

fed larvae. It is our wet season, but every now and 

again the planets line up and big crops can be 

realized. Further south around Kempsey where the 

rainfall is not so summer tied, crops are more 

reliable. 

Geoff. 

Flow Hive 

NRABA members and Flow Hive Beeks had a treat 

with one of the co-inventors of Flow Hives, Stuart 

Anderson presenting to NRABA our own demo 

Flow Hive. Stephen Fowler had assembled the hive, 

Rachelle Deaker had painted it a lovely shade of 

Blue with bees and flowers and NRABA logos. 

 

Stu Anderson with the NRABA Flow Hive 

Bruce Kemp had caught a swarm the week prior and 

installed it. The humming hive is ready to be 

positioned at its new home with Sally Ford, a 

proactive Head Teacher and Farm Manager (and 

member of NRABA) at the Richmond River High 

Campus of the Rivers Secondary College. 

The Flow Hive position will mean club members 

and school students will be able to learn from an 

operational Flow Hive. YAY! Details of meetings to 

be held for Flow Hive discussions at Richmond 

River High will follow; not sure whether this month 

or next. 

The list of bee buddies is growing. People are giving 

their name and location to help or be helped, or 

both. Sally McMahon has the list. Please email her 

if you would like to add your name, or alternatively 

you can contact Michael Koenen (contact details at 

the start of the newsletter). 



 

 

All the best to all. 

Suzie. 

Steritech 

The epidemic of AFB seems to have subsided 

somewhat, but there have been some cases. A trip 

to Steritech to sterilise bee gear is being organised. 

The pallets will be assembled at 9 am on Saturday 3 

March at the home of our carrier, Andrew Ware, 93 

Spring Grove Road, Caniaba.  Irradiation is the only 

method approved to sterilise bee gear.  It is 

foolproof, unlike all other methods. 

The gear must contain no honey, except for that on 

stickies, and no live insects or larvae. The preferred 

unit is a beehive stack of three boxes, a base and a 

lid, all strapped with an Emlock. If the boxes 

contain stickies, at least six layers of newspaper 

should be placed on top of the base to soak up any 

honey. Single boxes, lids and bases can be 

accommodated. Unusual bee gear may be fitted in 

with prior arrangement. All bee gear must be sealed 

to prevent bees getting into contaminated honey. 

Non-members of the club are welcome to join in. 

The last trip cost about $14 per box, made up of 

about $9 irradiation charge, and $5 freight charge. 

The boxes should be filled with frames, lids, bases, 

boxes etc. to maximise your benefit. 

If you cannot make the day, Brian and Stephen will 

accept small quantities of sealed equipment at their 

homes in the week before, again by prior 

arrangement. Contact details on the front of 

newsletter. 

Brian. 

Colonel Pulling Competition 

As Robert mentioned above, the NRABA need your 

apiary products for the upcoming CPC. The 

products required include honey, wax, comb honey 

and a honey based cake (including the recipe). 

Further details about the CPC, entries and closing 

dates can be found in the attached guidelines, and 

in the February/March edition of the ABA NSW 

newsletter at the link below: 

https://www.beekeepers.asn.au/news/2018/2/4/the

-amateur-beekeeper-february-march-2018 

New Honey Label Regulations 

New regulations come into force on 1 July 2018. 

Refer to the February/March edition of the ABA 

NSW newsletter for further information, at the link 

above. 

NRABA AGM 

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the 

NRABA March meeting at Richmond River High 

School. Details of the March meeting will be 

published in the newsletter next month. 

Facebook 

The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3718014365997

63/ 

The group is a place for sharing information about 

the activities of the NRABA and for information on 

beekeeping in general. 

New Equipment 

Stephen and Janet Fowler carry stocks of most 

common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and 

jars for honey sales. A new delivery of foundation 

and frames has been received. 

Pre-ordered goods can be collected at NRABA 

meetings. Orders can also be collected from 5 Robb 

Street, Alstonville (in the Russellton Industrial 

Estate). Call Stephen on 0418 412 621 to arrange a 

convenient pick-up time. 

Please note that the Fowlers will not be attending 

the NRABA meeting in March. 

Hives and Nuclei 

Please contact Stephen Fowler if you are able to 

supply hives and nuclei to other club members. 
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Keep Your Contact Details Up to Date 

NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 

website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check 

their contact details. Click on the drop-down menu 

at the top right of the homepage to sign in. 

Country Shows 

Thanks to Janet Fowler for compiling information 

about country shows, which is attached to the 

newsletter.  

Native Bee Hotel 

Thanks to Peter Dunn for the link below, showing 

how to build a native bee hotel. 

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s4798168

.htm 

Next Meeting – Sunday 25 February  

The next meeting will be held at the home of Suzie 

Deyris. 

Location: 7 Stanger Road, Stoney Chute,  

NSW 2480. 

Time: 9.30am Flow Hive meeting; 10am for 10.30am 

group meeting. 

Transport: Personal transport. 

Directions: Make your way to Stoney Chute Road, 

which can be accessed via Nimbin Road from the 

east (about 2 km south of Nimbin) or Kyogle Road 

from the west (around 5 km north of Cawongla). 

If travelling from the Nimbin Road end, Stanger 

Road is a right turn off Stoney Chute Road, about 7 

km from Nimbin Road. From the west, Stanger 

Road is left off Stoney Chute Road, approximately 5 

km from the Kyogle Road intersection. Turn into 

Stanger Road. 

Suzie’s home is a small distance along Stanger Road, 

the second drive on the left. There is a sign with two 

eagles on it at the gate and a Richmond skip bin 

near the paddock gate. 

Bee meeting signage will be in place.  

Parking: There is limited parking at the house and 

newly planted trees in many places, so please be 

careful where you park. There is plenty of room in 

the paddock next to the skip bin, but access is 

limited to four wheel drive vehicles only. 

Please note that parking may be an issue if the 

ground is wet. If it rains in the lead up to the 

meeting or on the day, the meeting may have to be 

cancelled. Please contact Robert Stone for guidance 

in the case of wet weather. 

Activities: Planned activities include: 

 Hive inspections 

 Installing bees into a Flow Hive 

 Collecting flow honey  

The meeting will be a good opportunity for 

hobbyists to see a small home apiary setup. 

What to bring:  

 Either a morning tea item or a salad  

to share 

 Raffle items are always appreciated 

 $5 per head for morning tea/lunch 

 Beekeeping protective equipment 

 Chairs 

 Shade/sun protection 
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