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From the President 

Hello beekeepers of the Northern Rivers. 

The club day that was to be at Suzie's in Nimbin had 

to be moved due to weather concerns. Merv and 

Shirley, thank you again from all of us. It was a 

glorious day, the weather broke and the sun shone 

just as you, our hosts, did. 

There was a good gathering of new members. We 

all enjoyed Merv's tips and ideas on creating the 

best wax blocks and also the presentation of show 

honey. There were also samples of honey cakes 

handed around for taste testing at morning tea. 

There were quite a few keen to peep inside Merv's 

hives. Frames were handed around showing 

members how and where to look for eggs, good 

healthy brood pattern and stores of pollen and 

honey. 

The next club day is the AGM and there's a lot 

happening. If you have something you would like to 

raise, please put your hand up. It's time to elect the 

new committee. Our Colonel Pulling competition 

entries are needed and the club hives are being 

relocated to Richmond River High School. So it will 

be a great day to catch up with friends and make 

some new ones. 

See you all at the next cub day and AGM. 

Happy Beekeeping. 

Robert. 

 

From The Hives – March 

Honey production at Bungawalbyn continued 

towards the end of February, at the same time as the 

hives were being reduced in size to make them 

easier to move. Eventually, they were reduced to 

two boxes, a brood box and a box of stickies, but 

while honey was being extracted, more was being 

put into the stickies. During the move at the 

beginning of March, it was noticeable how heavy 

the hives were when man-handling them on the 

ute. Otherwise, it was a problem-free move, 

undoubtedly helped by RVSC doing up the road. 

The source of the honey flow was not obvious. As 

the second load was being moved out, it was 

noticed that the pink ash (alphitonia petriei) was 

flowering. Could that be the source? A call to my 

expert revealed that he thought it gave honey but 

that it smelt like dog s—t. This honey smelt OK. 

Pink ash does not rate a mention in Clemson, and it 

is probably not the source. 

Pink ash is a fast growing pioneer rainforest species. 

It is common around here, and flowers a lot (see the 

picture below). It has leaves which are white on the 

back, which when crushed smell like liniment. 

The hives are now near Coraki, where the broad leaf 

tea tree has just had a widespread flowering. The 

hives that have been examined are all healthy and 

going well. The laying worker hive mentioned last 

report was shaken out, and is now going well, with 

a laying queen. 

The broad leaf tea tree (see the picture below) has 

excellent pollen and yields well. It also flowers 
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nearly every year, unlike many of our natives. It has 

a number of flowering episodes through autumn at 

intervals of about four weeks. The aroma in the 

apiary when working this flow could be described 

as sour. 

 

Pink Ash (Brian Window) 

 

Broad Leaf Tea Tree (Brian Window) 

The hives will be left in this location until about 

June, when they will be moved to the red soil 

country around Alstonville. 

Brian. 

March Flowering 

As alluded to last time, the Red Gum is now 

showing a good budding, at least where I have been. 

This should start around May and of course give 

excellent pollen. 

I see a little bit of bud on the Grey Ironbark. So far 

not all that promising, but there is still plenty of 

time. However, because it is pollen deficient, it is 

good when it coincides with the Red Gum. 

Those near to Melaleuca will have a number of 

bursts for some time. The problem, as mentioned 

before, is the rain. 

I have noticed some Flooded Gum flowering. This is 

not regarded as important for beekeeping in 

Australia, but some overseas plantations are 

reported to yield well. The one year that it produced 

on my place, I wished it hadn’t. It knocked the bees 

about badly. 

White Mahogany has some very small bud, and 

interestingly, some of this tiny bud showed signs of 

being ‘burnt off’ during the hot spell. It normally 

flowers around October. 

Geoff. 

Annual General Meeting 

The NRABA AGM will be held at the March 

meeting. Meeting details are at the end of the 

newsletter. 

Our Story 

Having retired in June 2016, I found the time to 

further my hobbies by purchasing our first native 

bee hive, made out of Merbau timber, with a 

viewing screen and hinging lid. 

I was excited to give the hive a new home out on the 

back deck rail, where we can view the bee’s comings 

and goings.  

We live in a small town in the Northern Rivers area 

of NSW. A perfect location with many gardens for 

the bees to forage on. 



 

 

Our gardening experiences have shown Jilly and I 

the importance of bees in general. This gave us the 

desire to become involved in beekeeping. 

With a functioning work shed, I can also get 

creative and build more native bee hives for future 

use. 

In late September 2016, our native bee hive was 

invaded by an attacking swarm of native bees. 

Fortunately I caught it early on, and was able to save 

our hive and reduce the number of fatalities. This 

was made possible by putting an empty trap hive 

next to our hive, and placing a small piece of brood 

from our hive into it, having screened off our main 

hives entrance. 

This procedure is not always successful, however, a 

month later I had captured my first swarm of native 

bees. 

 

Native Bee Fighting Swarm (Mark Fleming) 

Between September 2016 and January 2017, a further 

two swarms were captured, using the same process 

each time. It’s an extremely exciting event to 

witness. Thousands of little black bees in flight and 

a black mass of bees crawling over the two hives. 

During 2016 I was also able to do what is known as 

eductions. This requires an empty hive connected 

to a healthy bee hive via a tube. The bees are forced 

to travel through the empty hive and back to forage. 

Over time they build a defence tunnel and structure 

in the empty hive. 

Soon after brood is added and more bees start 

staying in the empty hive. Finally, the time comes 

to disconnect the two hives, tricking as many 

workers as possible from the healthy hive into the 

new hive.  

This process takes much longer, as the new hive of 

bees do not have a queen and must make 

emergence queen cells. These can take up to sixty 

days to hatch. 

After last years’ experience with native bees, I 

decided to build a Kenyan top bar hive, for keeping 

honey bees. We purchased a nucleus from our bee 

club buddy Merv in late September 2017. 

The seven nucleus frames were Langstroth frames 

and had to be modified to fit our top bar hive. I 

made a template to help us cut the frames to the 

shape of the top bar hive. With a cordless saw we 

completed the modification and all the nucleus 

frames were placed into the centre third of the hive.  

Over the coming months I slowly moved the 

nucleus frames to the outsides leaving more of our 

top bars in the centre.  

By late January 2018, we were able to remove all 

seven nucleus frames, now full of honey, and 

replace them with empty bars, giving the bees more 

room to expand.  

Finally our first honey harvest, working together 

pressing honey comb, and sharing the honey 

amongst our family.  

The overall experience was most rewarding. 

Beekeeping has made our lives that little bit 

sweeter.  

Mark Fleming 

Steritech 

The statement in the last newsletter about the AFB 

epidemic subsiding somewhat seems to be 

premature. The working bee on 3 March to prepare 

pallets to go to Steritech ended up with seven 

pallets, up on the five pallets last time. Andrew 



 

 

Ware will take these pallets to Narangba the 

following week, and we may hope to get them back 

the next week. 

If any new beekeeper suspects they may have AFB, 

chances are that they do. They should get an 

experienced beekeeper to look at their hive ASAP. 

An early diagnosis and treatment will stop it 

spreading to other hives. 

Brian. 

New Equipment 

Stephen and Janet Fowler carry stocks of most 

common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and 

jars for honey sales. 

The ute will not be at the March meeting. Stephen 

and Janet are on holiday from Wednesday 21 March 

until Tuesday 3 April. Orders can be collected from 

5 Robb Street, Alstonville (in the Russellton 

Industrial Estate). Call Stephen (0418 412 621) before 

turning up to make sure someone is there. 

Hives and Nuclei 

Please contact Stephen Fowler if you are able to 

supply hives and nuclei to other club members. 

Colonel Pulling Competition Entries 

A reminder to get your CPC entries into the 

NRABA. 

Facebook 

The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3718014365997

63/ 

The group is a place for sharing information about 

the activities of the NRABA and for information on 

beekeeping in general. 

Keep Your Contact Details Up to Date 

NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 

website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check 

their contact details. Click on the drop-down menu 

at the top right of the homepage to sign in. 

Next Meeting and AGM – Sunday 25 March  

The next meeting will be held at Richmond River 

High School. 

Location: Lake Street, Lismore, NSW 2480. 

Time: 9.30am Flow Hive meeting; 10am for 10.30am 

group meeting. 

Transport: Personal transport. 

Directions: From Lismore CBD, travel north east 

along Molesworth Street. Cross Simes Bridge just 

past the greyhound track. Lake Street is the second 

turn on the left after Simes Bridge.  

Bee meeting signage will be in place.  

Parking: Please park in the school car park off Lake 

Street. 

Activities: Planned activities include: 

 NRABA Annual General Meeting 

 Hive inspections - Langstroth and Flow 

Hive 

What to bring:  

 Either a morning tea item or a salad  

to share 

 Raffle items are always appreciated 

 $5 per head for morning tea/lunch 

 Beekeeping protective equipment 

 Chairs 

 Shade/sun protection 
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