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Last  Meeting 

The last meeting was a very enjoyable day at the 

home of Rob and Rebecca Blair-Hickman in 

Pimlico near Ballina. 

Rob showed club members how he extracts honey, 

how he separates the honey from the cappings 

using a press, how he cleans the wax, and how he 

makes candles.  All were impressed. 

New Equipment 

Stephen and Janet Fowler have good supplies of 

most new equipment at the best prices you can 

find.  They will also get gear for you.  Some items 

such as foundation are difficult to buy at present. 

Members wanting equipment should make 

arrangements with Stephen or Janet. 

We have members looking for hives and nuclei.  

Could you let Stephen know if you will be willing 

to supply  any. 

Gold Coast Field Day 

Quite a few club members went to the annual field 

day of the Gold Coast Amateur Beekeeping 

Association at Currumbin on Sunday 25th October.  

Shona Blair spoke on the medical properties of 

honey, Len Arkadieff gave a similar talk to the one 

he gave a few years ago, on how professional 

beekeepers work pollen sources as well as the 

nectar sources to get the maximum output from 

their hives, and John Tadman talked about how 

fully screened bottom boards and no vents in the 

lid optimise the ventilation in the hives.  

There was plenty to think about in the last 

presentation about optimum hive design for our 

subtropical coastal climate.  Should we follow what 

English, American or even Victorian books lay 

down as the best design? 

Shows 

Thank you to all who participated in the Lismore 

Show, the Alstonville Show, and the Woodburn 

Festival.  There were plenty of enquiries, with 

many of them about the FLOWHIVE. 

The club was stretched a little, with the 

beekeeping course going on as well.  Remember, 

volunteers are always welcome.

 

Learn Beekeeping Course 

The second Learn Beekeeping Course finishes on 

Saturday 21st November.  The group has decided 

that this will be the last course for the season.  

 It has been a learning experience for the 

instructors as well as the beginners, particularly in 

the diagnosis of afb. In both courses, it was found 

in 2 of the four apiaries.  This has led to a re-think 

of hygiene procedures for hive inspections.  Hive 

tools used are now sterilised in an oven above 150C 

between lessons, and students and instructors 

have to use bare hands or disposable gloves over 

cotton inner gloves.  Something like this should 



also be the practice for the club monthly 

meetings,; a number of the other clubs eg Bayside 

in Brisbane have instituted such procedures. 

Thank you to the club members who helped 

during the course. Hopefully, the new beekeepers 

enjoyed the course, and are skilled enough to get 

over the hurdle of their first hive and continue in 

beekeeping. 

Steritech 

Three pallets of bee boxes from club members and 

friends and one from Ross Wood ( mainly nuclei 

boxes that he had bought) went up to Steritech on 

November 9th for irradiation.  The more the 

carrier, Andrew Ware, takes to Narangba, the 

cheaper the rate. 

In the load were four top bar hives, and those 

assembling the stacks on the pallets were relieved 

that they fitted in OK.

 

Membership Fees and Insurance 

ABA memberships are due.  The basic charge for 

members who attend meetings is $50, with early 

bird discount  (ebd)  $45 .  This covers our club 

public liability insurance and the ABA newsletter, 

and is sent to the ABA. 

The public liability cover for the individual 

beekeepers activities is as follows.  

1 to 20 hives  $50        with  ebd $45                                             

1 t0 50 hives  $70        with  ebd $65                                             

1 to 100 hives $85        with  ebd $80    

 If you live on a farm and have farm public liability 

cover, this will usually cover beekeeping activities 

both on or off farm.  If you live on a small block eg 

in town, your public liability cover on your 

premises will usually cover your beekeeping 

activities at home up to a modest number of hives 

such as five. It will not cover any out apiaries. 

Check with your insurance provider.   

 Many markets require stall holders to have public 

liability insurance; the ABA insurance is usually 

accepted. It covers market stalls selling beehive 

products. The ABA scheme is very good value. 

Your membership fees and personal insurance 

must reach the ABA secretary before 25-Dec-15.  

For our club members, this means payment 

before or at the Xmas party on 29th November.  

So the treasurer will be pleased to receive early 

bird fees for 2015 any time before then.! 

 Next Meeting  

The next meeting is the last one for the year, and 

this is the last newsletter. The meeting is the Xmas 

Party, and all members should have received a 

flyer direct from our Secretary ( if not, contact 

Shirley). It will be held on Sunday 29th November 

at Meldrum Park, Ballina, starting at 9.30 am.  

You have to bring your own chairs as usual, but 

you also have to bring your own cutlery, plates, 

and table. Bring a hat, insect repellent, and sun 

cream.  You are asked to bring your own thermos 

of hot water for tea and coffee. 

Immediate family are free, but guests are welcome 

at a cost of $5 each. 

Payment of your club dues will be accepted on the 

day. 

Ring Tony 66631238 or Shirley 66283687 if you are 

coming by the 20th  November 2015.  Don’t make 

Shirley ring you!!  

 Directions 

From Lismore, follow the Bruxner Highway into 

Ballina, go into the Shopping Centre, turn left into 

Norton Street at the War Memorial and Olympic 

Pool.  Meldrum Park is at the end of Norton Street.

 


