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Beekeeper Registration Requirements 

Did you know?   

“Any person who keeps bees (one or more hives) in NSW 
must be registered as a beekeeper in accordance with the 
Apiaries Act 1985 and the Apiaries Regulation 2013, 
relevant sections (s.) and clauses (cl.) of which are cited in 
the Procedure (see end of this Newsletter for the 
Procedure).  

‘Bee’ warned – 

penalties can apply! 

 

Seniors – did you know that you are 
entitled to a discount on your honeybee 
registration? 
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April meeting event– Q & A 

The April Meeting will be your chance to tap into the wealth of 
knowledge in the room. 

We are extremely lucky to have a huge fountain of knowledge at 
our fingertips, ie, hobbyist beekeepers of many, many years with 
varied experience that are more than happy to share.  If they 

don’t know the answer, then it isn’t worth knowing. 

So come along to the April Meeting and ask those beekeeping questions, whether trivial or 
complex, and receive advice from the experts. 

Following are the protocols to be followed on the night.   

1. To ensure all can hear, those members with a question will be requested to stand 
when asking their question. 

2. President will nominate ONE member, who would be the most appropriate 
beekeeper to respond to the question.  Responder to stand and deliver their 
response.   

3. The opinions of others will not be sought. 

Your cooperation in following these guidelines will be appreciated to ensure a streamlined 
and informative evening for all. 

May meeting guest speaker – Dr Emily Remnant  

Dr Emily Remnant from Behaviour and Genetics of Social Insects Laboratory | School of 
Life and Environmental Sciences, Sydney University will present to us her current research 
on honeybee viruses and the effects that Varroa has on virus levels around the world.   

The May Newsletter will provide further information in relation to Emily’s presentation. 

St Ives Show – Saturday, 21 and Sunday, 22 May 2016  

Note for your diary 

The St Ives Show will be held on Saturday, 21 and 
Sunday, 22 May 2016. 

Apiculture products (including honey and bees wax) will be 
displayed and judged at the St Ives Show. The display and 
judging will be coordinated by Parramatta Branch of the ABA 

Get your honey products ready for judging and / or sale at the show. 

Members are invited to bring their honey products for sale and or judging to the 11 May 2016 
meeting where transportation will be organised for you.   

Further details will be posted in the May 2016 Newsletter. 

Website:  http://www.stivesshow.net/ accessed 22 March 2016  
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130th Annual Castle Hill Show – 4 - 6 March 2016 - 
Report  

The club was well represented once again this year with a stand at the Castle Hill Show 
displaying entries in the 19 classes of competition in the Apiculture section, including 
various classes of honey, beeswax, comb, frames, candles, mead, cakes and biscuits. 

The entries and exhibits made a colourful display in the Craft Pavilion, where we were 
once again fortunate enough to have Arthur Garske (also an Apiculture Judge at the Royal 
Easter Show) and Lyn White, volunteer their time and expertise to conduct the judging.  

There were a good number of entries, many from first time entrants, and Arthur noted the 
improved standard of entry preparation in the honey entries this year. Lyn also had her 
work cut out for her judging between the entries in the honey recipe cake and biscuit 
categories, including many entries from local schools. 

Once again this year, Bill Dick generously entertained the many groups of school children 
visiting the show on Friday, offering them honey to taste and wearing much of it in the 
process! The candle making activity introduced by Chris Kydd was popular again, among 
children and adults alike.  

There was also much interest expressed by visitors in Native Bee Keeping which your club 
will also be focusing on in the future. 

As we've noted at past meetings and witnessed the increased membership base in our 
club, there is great interest in bees among people these days. In addition to competition, 
our stand at the Castle Hill Show offers the opportunity to promote our club, beekeeping 
and the benefits of beekeeping, honey and related products to the community and answer 
the many questions that people have, as well as giving visitors the chance to sample and 
purchase many different types of honey from the club and members.  

On behalf of all club and community members, many thanks to both judges. 
Congratulations to all entrants and prize winners. The breakdown of scores are available 
for all categories, so every entrant can see the results for their entries. 

Many thanks to all who participated in all aspects of the organisation, from the pre-show 
set-up in the weeks before, collection and transport of honey for judging and sale, 
registration of entries and results of the judging, and of course setting up and staffing the 
stand over three days.  

The upcoming St Ives Show will be another opportunity to participate and represent the 
club as well as enter products for judging or sale. The show will take place at St Ives Show 
ground on the 21 and 22 May. Please put the date in your diaries to attend and prepare 
your entries. Entries and honey for sale will be collected at the meeting on Wednesday 
11 May or can be delivered to the show on Friday, 20 May at 9.00 am. Roster for the stand 
for honey sales will also be available at the May meeting; come along and have some fun 
supporting your club at the show.   

Many thanks to everyone who gave their time and expertise to make our presence at 
Castle Hill Show 2016 so successful once again.  

Refer over the pages for ‘images’ of the Show! 
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The following is a print‐out of Apiculture winners. 
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Wintering bees  
By:  Arthur Garske 

Bee hives ideally should be sited to take advantage of the early morning sun and they 
should have a slight forward slope to shed condensation.  Hives left in shaded, damp 
conditions are conducive to infection such as Nosema Disease.  This infection leads in 
spring dwindle and often with heavy infection loss of hives is the end result. 

Hives should also be protected from wind.  Reduction of hive entrances also helps keep 
those winter chills out. 

Conditioning of Hives - Preparation in the Autumn 

Ensure hives have ample supplies of pollen and honey.  Pollen is most important as bees 
need an abundance of pollen in spring, particularly if you get a flush of higher 
temperatures and then plunge into winter type conditions.  As we all know pollen is the 
protein food for bees. 

A strong hive of bees needs as least five (5) frames of pollen and at least 15-20 kilos of 
honey.  If honey is lacking you can feed your bees in the autumn with 

2 units of sugar and 1 unit of water. 

Only give enough so that the bees can process and store what you give them in a couple 
of days.  If they are given more than they can utilize it is liable to ferment and fermented 
syrup KILLS BEES. 

Take off excess woodware to pack bees down so that your box, or boxes, are full of bees.  
This allows them to keep the normal temperature of the hive easily.  When you have been 
moving frames around preparing the hive, hives, for winter you should have been moving 
those heavy black drone ridden combs out and up so that finally they are moved out and 
into your solar wax extractor or drum of boiling water. 

If you are working Spotted Gum you will not only get honey but also strong bees because 
the latter tree produces good pollen which they put into new brood. 

If you migrate your bees there are still honey flows to be had and it is the same as your 
summer itinerary.   

You may like to requeen your hives at this time so you have young vigorous queens going 
into winter and more so coming into spring.  Remember all things being equal young 
queens are less prone to swarm. 

If you are looking ahead to winter honey flows like White Box or Mugga Ironbark where the 
pollen is no good ensure your hives have plenty of stored pollen, so there are maximum 
numbers of young bees available to work them. 

Working Mugga Ironbark of White Box you must have at least 8 – 10 frames of stored 
pollen as the pollen from Mugga Ironbark and White Box is no good for raising brood and 
the bees will dwindle away in winter so that come spring they will be  little better than 3 – 4 
frame hives. 

If you intend working winter honey flows you should have been conditioning the hives from 
early autumn, that is, making the queens lay by splitting the brood and putting in a couple 
of nicely drawn combs in between frames of brood.  So  there are maximum numbers of 
young bees to work with. 

If there is no nectar coming in feed the bees thin sugar syrup with 1 unit of sugar to 2 
units of water. 
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Fortnightly you should do the splitting and interleaving two nicely drawn combs between 
two frames of brood and move the sealed frames up into the box above the brood box.  
The reason being to ensure there are full, I mean really full, boxes of young bees so you 
do not suffer a heavy bee mortality as would happen with old bees.  As it gets colder bees 
will not draw foundation so that is why you need drawn comb. 

When taking off full combs of sealed honey do it in the middle of the day when it is at the 
warmest time of the day and replace four sealed frames with four  stickies  

or four dry drawn combs.  This is done very quickly so as the temperature loss in the hive 
is kept to a minimum. 

Get the honey that has been taken off to the extractor as quickly as possible so it can be 
extracted while it is still warm. 

If you do not migrate bees it is time to start packing them down in preparation for your 
winter itinerary. 

g{tÇ~ çÉâ TÜà{âÜ 
 

Bees as citizen scientists! 
By:  Peter Clarke 

On Saturday, 5 March 2016 (the Saturday of the Castle Hill Show) we received a call, 
referred to us from Doug Purdy (President of ABA Sydney Central Branch) requesting 
urgent assistance for the collection of ‘Bee Dust’ from the bottom board of some hives to 
enable a global sampling project from MIT** to progress. Refer to the information over the 
page showing how bees inadvertently become citizen scientists in the quest for ‘bee dust’ 
is collection. 

In Sydney we were contacted by Morgan Jones from Biofoundry in Alexandria.  
BioFoundry is Australia's first community Laboratory for DIY biology citizen scientists and 
their mission is to democratise science by breaking cost entry barriers to science 
education and research. The team at MIT Media lab contacted Biofoundry, as part of a 
global Biological Immaterials project that is sampling bees who gather the samples of 
microbes required for this research. MIT and Biofoundry have been working together for 
the past 2 months to get samples from hives in Sydney and Melbourne.  

The following day (Sunday, 6 March 2016) Mike from Biofoundry met us at James Ruse 
and gathered samples from 4 of the club hives. These samples were then air freighted to 
New York to be analysed by the team at MIT Media lab.  Results will be passed on to 
members for information as and when definitive results are received. 

Stay tuned! 

** The MIT Media Lab is an interdisciplinary research laboratory at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology devoted to projects at the convergence of technology, multimedia, 
sciences, art and design. 

g{tÇ~ çÉâ cxàx 
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March Event – Parramatta Branch Annual General 
Meeting – 2 March 2016  
The Parramatta Branch of the ABA, AGM was held on 2 March 2016.  All position were declared vacant.  
Following is a list of your newly elected Committee.  You will note that some familiar faces have been 
re-elected and there are a few new ones that it is anticipated will be faces of the future.   

Congratulations to the new Committee! 
 

Position Person Nominated Contact 

President (Committee member) Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com.au 

Vice President (Committee member) Dave Wilson secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Secretary (Committee member) Robyn Alderton parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com  

Secretarial Assistant 1 Ashlee Ralla ashlee_ralla@yahoo.com.au  

Secretarial Assistant 1 Maureen Ryan maureen888ryan@gmail.com  

Treasurer (Committee member) John Douglas bermaci@accsoft.com.au  

Assistant Treasurer Keith Robinson keithrob@tpg.com.au  

Stores Officer (Committee member) Ross Easton reaston@tpg.com.au  

Assistant Stores Officer Guy Challis guychallis@bigpond.com  

Assistant Stores Officer Arthur Stevens atlashoney@optusnet.com.au  

Assistant Stores Officer Gail Roberts gailroberts@hotmail.com  

Apiary Manager James Ruse (Committee member) Chris Kidd ckydd@bigpond.net.au  

Apiary Assistant – JR Mario Gentile mariogentile2000@gmail.com  

Apiary Assistant – JR Louise Brown louisebrown35@gmail.com  

Apiary Assistant – JR Brian Luttrell 0448538717 

Show Organiser 1 (Committee member) Cindy Budai  cindybudai@hotmail.com  

Show Organiser 2 (Committee member) John Steffas kayakjon@tpg.com.au  

Show Organiser Assistant Lod Porretta porretta@live.com.au 

Show Organiser Assistant Peter Clarke peterandjanclarke1@bigpond.com.au 

New Member Liaison Officer (Committee member) Ashlee Ralla ashlee_ralla@yahoo.com.au  

New Member Colony Supply Officer (Committee member) Gary Christoffel gmchristoffel@gmail.com  

New Member Colony Supply Support Officer Lod Poretta porretta@live.com.au  

Public Officer (Committee member) Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com  

Librarian Bill Dick wdi57088@bigpond.net.au  

Assistant Librarian Rita Kipping  rita_kipping@yahoo.com.au  

Extractor 1 (Cheltenham) Keith Robinson  keithrob@tpg.com.au  

Extractor 2 (Lalor Park) Bernie Gesling   bgesling@yahoo.com  
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Position Person Nominated Contact 

Catering Officer 1 (Committee member) Louise Brown louisebrown35@gmail.com 

Catering Officer 2 (Committee member) Gail Roberts gailroberts@hotmail.com 

Education Officer (Committee member) Arthur Garske awgarske@gmail.com  

Club Contact Officer Norm Webb naswebb@bigpond.com  

ABA Help Desk Officer Doyle Egelhoff doylebee@bigpond.net.au  
 
 

2016 Training for new beekeepers  

The Club continues to grow with many new beekeepers interested in learning all they can 
about beekeeping.  Back by popular demand is the Club’s Beginning in Bees Workshops. 

These Workshops are run by our very experienced Arthur Garske. 

Following is the program for upcoming training courses.  

Training Course Day / Date Day / Date Cost 

Hive opening NA Sunday,  
3 April, 8.30 am 

Cost:  $10.00 

Frame making Wednesday,  
16 March, 7.00 pm 

Wednesday,  
27 July, 7.00 pm 

Cost:  $5.00 (plus costs to 
cover materials) 

Bee Box Assembly Wednesday,  
29 June, 7.00 pm 

Wednesday,  
31 August, 7.00 pm 

Cost:  $5.00 (plus costs to 
cover materials) 

Bookings are essential.  Please contact Arthur on 9639 7041 or email awgarske@gmail.com to 
secure you place. Places are limited and will fill fast.  Numbers are capped at 10.   

Course fee MUST be paid in advance and is non refundable. 

Note:   The hive opening course will be subject to the weather.  If in doubt please contact 
Arthur prior to the 8.30 am start. 

All courses are held at James Ruse Agricultural High School.  

If you are unable to attend, please contact Arthur urgently so the place can be filled by 
another on the ‘Wait List’. 
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Training – special note 

By Arthur Garske, Training Officer 

As at 3 March there are only 3 members signed up for the Hive Opening Course on 
3 April.  We need at least another 4 members to enrol for the day for the course to run.  
Course total - 10 members (maximum) 

Call Arthur on 9639-7041 to secure your spot.  

Training day summary – hive opening 28 February 2016  

By Arthur Garske, Training Officer 

The day was perfect weather-wise and nine new members had enrolled and were eager to learn 
about bees. 

We started the day with questions about member’s hives whilst waiting for the full contingent to 
arrive.  We then went through: 

o the uses of a hive tool 
o lighting a bee smoker 

Most members had their own bee suits, gloves, etc, we only had to supply one member with 
protective gear. 

We had a good morning opening hives, showing the difference between brood, pollen, sealed 
honey, disease, eggs, larva, pupae, nectar, the mood of the bees, when to use smoke, how to 
manipulate frames, how to read the hive and conditions. 

All new members gained knowledge and went away feeling more competent in the handling of their 
bees. 

Castle Hill Show – Judge’s Report  

By Arthur Garske, Judge 

The quality of the presentation of the honey exhibits was excellent. Our talks on showing honey 
was evident in the way the exhibits were prepared. 

I was really impressed. 

The classes were hard to judge as the quality of this year’s exhibits was so uniform because of the 
season’s weather.  It was very hard to find the subtle differences because there was only a couple 
of stand-out entries.  I always say your honey is only as good as the honey present on the day and 
judged against.   

Congratulations to all who exhibited. 
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ABA Membership Cards as at 17 March 2016 

New ABA membership cards have been received.   

Membership cards will not be posted.  Cards will be 
available to be picked up at a monthly meeting.  
Membership cards were produced from the ABA 
membership list as at 17 March 2016. This means, if you 
were a financial member on or before 17 March 2016 then 
there will be a printed membership card waiting for you.  If 
you joined after 17 March 2016 your card will be produced 
in the next run. 

Refer (above right) for a typical example of the front and 
reverse of a membership card.   

Note:   Membership cards fit snugly in a perspex ‘name 
badge’ holder (example bottom right) which can 
then be worn by members (for identification) at club 
meetings and events involving the community. 

g{tÇ~  çÉâ  WÉâz  tÇw  Wtäx4 
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ABA fees 2016 - Reminder 
Current insurance cover ceased on 31 December 2015. There is no automatic cover extended into 2016 while 
members or clubs arrange to pay. 

Life members (approved by ABA) have their ABA Membership fee covered by the ABA although they must pay 
for any Optional Member Individual Liability Insurance they elect.  

Fee structure is as follows, the columns shaded ‘yellow’ show the ‘early bird’ special fee which expired 
on 25 December 2015. 

1 Direct Debit – PREFERRED METHOD 
Account Name:   ABA, Parramatta Branch 
BSB: 062 223  
Account Number:  28001887 
Reminder:  if you choose this method, ensure you include your surname in the payment details for 
identification. 
Instructions 
Once payment has been deposited please send a confirmation email to the Treasurer 
bermaci@accsoft.com.au .  In that email include:   
1. Name  
2. Indicate whether you are a new or renewing member 
3. Address  
4. Preferred email address 
5. Preferred telephone number and  
6. Number of hives  
Note:   If you cannot conduct a direct deposit yourself, you can go to the bank and the Teller 

will conduct the transaction for you. 
A receipt will be available for pick up at the following meeting 

2 In person LEAST PREFERRED METHOD 
Cash (correct amount) / cheque (payable to Amateur Beekeepers Association of NSW, Parramatta 
District Branch) in an envelope with your name and the amount enclosed written clearly on the front 
of the envelope (the contents of the envelope will be checked in your presence at the time of payment 
and you will be asked to complete the details on the receipt stub). 

 

Compulsory ABA capitation fee 
covering ABA news sheet, ABA 

events and insurance for ABA and 
club activities. 

 
 
 

to which 
can be 
added 

Optional personal insurance policy for 
beekeeping activities 

“early bird 
special” 

2016 fee 
Jan-Dec 

2016 fee 
Jul-Dec 

number of 
hives 

“early bird 
special” 

2016 fee 
Jan-Dec 

2016 fee 
Jul-Dec 

$45.00 $50.00 $25.00 1 to 20 $45.00 $50.00 $25.00 

1 to 50 $65.00 $70.00 $35.00 

1 to 100 $80.00 $85.00 $42.50 

Example:   If you are paying for 12 months of ABA Membership and you are seeking personal insurance 
for 1 to 20 hives, then the cost to you is $50.00 plus $50.00 = $100.00. 
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Parramatta Beekeeper’s Facebook Page 
Support your Club and join the Parramatta Beekeepers’ Facebook 
community.   

Ask your beekeeping questions, respond to beekeeping questions 
submitted by others, post photos, share lessons learned – be involved in 
our beekeeping community.   

We are a ‘closed’ and small group this means potential members must request to join.   
Find as at:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/parramattabeekeepers/  

Member recommendation – SHB trap 

You will remember in last month’s Newsletter there 
was an article on a new SHB trap in the market.  A 
member has roadtested 5 of these non-toxic sticky 
board insert traps in 5 of his hives and unfortunately 
only has evidence of 1 SHB making its way into the 
trap before the bees glued all the entrances with 
propolis.  See images at right (closed trap and open 
trap – exposing the sticky base). 

Not suggesting that these SHB traps are ineffective however I am 
suggesting that you be aware of the problem and check your traps (for 
evidence of propolis-glued entrances) when conducting hive 
inspections   

If you have success with these traps, please let us know. 

Club shop  
The Club Shop is open for business prior to each meeting (opening at 7.00 pm).  
The shop continues to be a ‘hive’ of activity on meeting nights.  Therefore, members 
are encouraged to email their orders to Ross in advance.  This will save you the 
hassle of waiting in line and all you have to do is pick up your pre-paid items on the 
evening of the meeting.   

Please note! 

To improve the ‘flow’ of serving customers, the Shop has been trialling the selling of items in 
bundles.  The trial commenced in December and concludes end February.  At the end of the trial, 
the preferred outcome will be determined and communicated in the March Newsletter 

Examples of bundling are as follows: 

 Wax sheets in bundles of 8(*)  

 Woodware for frames in bundles of 8(*) 

 Jars 

(*) in line with previous advice that the shop will now only store 8 frame gear 

Reminder:   If you choose to queue, please wait in a line outside so Shop staff can move freely 
within the Shop and serve Members more efficiently.   

Email your order to Ross reaston@tpg.com.au in advance and pick it up at the Meeting. 
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When do we meet next? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Do you have suggestions for guest speakers, articles, news or items that may be of interest to Club 
Members? 

If you want to share, please email Robyn Alderton, 

Email:  parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com or 

Thank you to those who have submitted material, on behalf of your Club, it is appreciated. 

   

Next Club Meeting scheduled for: 
Wednesday, 11 May 2016 

commencing at 7.30 pm 
See you there! 
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