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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Hello beekeepers 
 
Spring has sprung and the bees are very busy and excited so 
keep an eye out for swarm activity. 
 
Merv and Shirley hosted our last club day, what a great day 
and it's always a great day, Thankyou both. 
 
I would also like to thank you all for bringing a plate to share 
for morning tea/ lunch, and everyone who helped make it a 
very enjoyable day. 
 
Even though it was a little bit wet there was a good gathering 
of beekeepers. It’s fabulous to see so many starting out on 
their endeavour keen to soak up as much knowledge as they 
can, and our members happy to share that knowledge. 
Although we didn't get a chance to look in Merv's hives, I 
think everyone appreciated the rain. 
 
The day was still full of bee stuff and a good day to catch up 
with everyone. 
 
Activities for the day included a demonstration on how to 
make a simple and cost-effective beetle trap given by Ross 
Wood. 
 
Geoff Manning gave a talk and shared some tips on how to 
prepare, and what judge's look for, when presenting hive 
products for show. Show season is here.  If you have some 
honey or wax that you think is awesome and you’re not quite 
sure what to do or where to start, bring it along and ask at 
the next meeting. 
 
There was also a table set up to demonstrate and have a go 
at wiring frames and embedding foundation. 
 
Happy beekeeping and see you all at the next club day. 
  
Robert 
 
 
 
Robert  

 

 

 



FROM THE HIVES SEPTEMBER 
 
The 32 hives were moved as two box hives from 
Coraki up to Rous, in the red soil country, and 
were immediately increased to three boxes high.  
They were quite heavy, and so another extraction 
has been carried out.  The macadamias are in full 
flower at present, and the hives are very active.  
There have been a few swarms, and four of these 
have been hived at home. 

For some reason, macadamia honey has very low 
water content at 14%, way below the more usual 
17%, making it very thick and viscous.  This makes 
it difficult to extract in a small extractor, as the 
high speeds required give imbalance problems and 
the long extraction times wears out the beekeeper 
patience (especially if the extractor is manual).  
One of the skills required is to balance the frames 
in the extractor.  This is helped by culling thick 
heavy frames beforehand, by uncapping all the 
frames to the same depth, and by positioning them 
in the extractor eg heavy opposite heavy. 

Last time a lesson learned on the importance of 
marking hives so that queens return to the correct 
hive after the mating flight was covered.  Geoff 
Manning, who is on various internet discussion 
groups, pointed out a paper by Gabka et al (2017) 
that dealt with this issue.  The introduction to the 
paper summarises  

“Bees learn the colour of their hive in the close 
vicinity of the entrance, take little or no notice of 
colours above the lower brood chamber, and 
orient to a colour below the entrance more than to 
one above it.  They do not learn combinations of 
colours, but they distinguish between certain 
symbols placed immediately above the hive 
entrance.  Moreover, foragers learn the height of 
their hive, and the height of its entrance above the 
ground ( Free and Spencer-Booth (1961)”. 

“According to Jay(1968-1871), three methods are 
effective in reducing drifting between hives (i) the 
use of irregular or non-repetitive layouts of hives, 
and placing the hives within each layout to face 
different directions, (ii)  the use of coloured hives, 
or coloured strips above or below the hive 
entrances (black, white, yellow, blue), (iii) the use 

of landmarks near hives ( trees, bushes, fences 
etc.).” 

Gabka et al (2009) (in Polish, so have not read it) 
says 40% of queens were lost from colonies 
arranged in rows without any landmarks, 
compared to 12.3% of queens from colonies 
arranged in rows next to trees or bushes, and to as 
few as 2.6% of queens from hives randomly placed 
close to trees or bushes.  In the later work (2017), 
they seem to be working with 25 hives arranged in 
rows of 5, and while it is not clear if a row of 5 is 
long enough to give a bad result, all beekeepers 
should be careful to label all hives in all rows.   
Anyone who has used marked queens in hives 
moved on to successive honey flows will say they 
are regularly superseded, and mating flights will be 
happening all the time.  If the queen does not 
return, there is usually no way to make a queen, 
and the hive will progress through laying worker  
to small hive beetle slimeout, unless the beekeeper 
intervenes. 

Supercheap Auto have a special on spray cans of 
coloured enamels. 

 

Brian 
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                               Scotch Thistle 

SEPTEMBER FLOWERING 
 
Red Gum is still hanging on as I write, as is Grey 
Ironbark.  Swarming is well under way as a 
result.  The only tree showing bud is White 
Mahogany.  This will probably start in October.   
Unfortunately, it is not a reliable nectar producer, 
but the pollen is good.  
 
There is some nice clover showing in places.  Not 
really a nectar producer here as it is native to 
Mediterranean climates.  It will sweat some nectar 
when “burning off” as the weather warms up, say 
in October and later if we get storms nicely 
spaced to refresh it numerous times.  It has 
wonderful pollen, khaki in colour.  The dry 
followed by the rain has allowed a fair amount of 
Scotch Thistle to germinate.  Generally, there is 
not enough of it to give significant nectar flows, 
but again the pollen is useful.  In this case the 
colour is similar to the flower. 
 
 And now for something completely 
different.  Australia generally has escaped the 
problems that have occurred overseas with 
insecticides.  Particularly the USA.   This can be 
largely attributed to the fact that we get a 
significant amount of our honey from forests or 
grazing country, rather than cropping land.   It is 
quite common for us to only spend say, six weeks 
during build up on cropping land and the rest of 
the year on forest of grazing land.  This means 
that there have been limited chances for exposure 
to insecticides.   
  
Things can change of course.  An insecticide fairly 
benign to bees may be replaced by another more 
deadly one.  Hereabouts Endosulfan by 
Bulldock.  Or a change of land use may play a 
part.  For example - Paterson’s Curse, also known 
as Salvation Jane, to canola.     
 
  
 .   
  
                                        
 
                                              
                                            
 
 
 

 

 
Sometimes it is spray drift in one direction such as 
can occur on cotton during aerial spraying.   
 
Recently the two industries have come together to 
produce a web site where beekeepers can indicate 
the location of their  hives,  and the pilots can then 
look and take appropriate action.  I am not sure 
how well it is working so far.  Maybe there has been 
no budding near to the main cotton growing 
areas.  Although there is some concern with cotton 
moving well south, adjacent to regularly used sites. 
 
To make matters worse for many of our members 
they do not move their hives or do so only to a very 
limited degree.  These days the red soil is heavily 
cropped.  Most growers are responsible, but even 
they may not know your bees are in range. 
 
The newer neonicotinoids are in the news 
regularly.   They are certainly deadly to bees, but 
the exposure is normally less because of their mode 
of use.   Many beekeepers in the US where bees are 
often on agricultural land or nearby, feel they are 
far better than the earlier insecticides because of 
previous application methods.   
  
I have had some bees tested in the past, but at 
$400.00 a test there is not much incentive to do so, 
especially as it may well come back 
inconclusive.   To date Primary Industries and 
Environment Protection have been playing “pass 
the parcel”. 
 
 
Geoff Manning 
                                        
 

 

   



INSIDE THE HIVE 

The primary concern of bees is the development 
and survival of their brood and as such 
temperature regulation in the brood is finely tuned 
at around 33-36 degrees C.  

The regulatory activities of the hive microclimate 
are influenced by a multitude of aspects, such as 
temperature of the brood nest and combs, the air 
temperature and humidity between them, the 
temperature gradient across the colony, the 
various metabolic rates, outside temperatures and 
the precise coordination of heating activities 
between thousands of bees. Their complex social 
behaviour is described as a “superorganism” and 
often likened to a mammal (Stabentheimer et al, 
January 2010). 

Variances in temperature have been shown to 
contribute to changes in wing and abdomen 
morphology (Himmer, 1932) and slightly lower 
temperatures result in delays in transition to 
outside tasks of the bees. Even though the bees 
may look normal, temperature changes have been 
likened to subtle changes in brain development 
and as a consequence bees have shown deficits in 
foraging and dance behaviour. Temperature 
changes can also influence susceptibility to 
diseases such as tracheal mites and chalk brood 
(Tautz et al, 2003, Groh, et al, 2004, Jones et al, 
2005, Becher et al 2009). 

Bees have many tools to regulate hive temperature, 
such as clustering and huddling, wing muscle 
vibration of heater bees, fanning, and propolising. 
However, a significant influence on how much 
work and stress the bees are put under to optimise 
their environment also depends on the hive design 
and the management of the bees. 

Prof Thomas Seeley from Cornell University 
conducted extensive studies on bees and the 
phenomenon of swarm intelligence:  the solving of 
cognitive problems by a group of individuals who 
pool their knowledge and process it through social 
interactions. In his research, he offered colonies 
different spaces and it appears that they prefer a 
volume of about 40 litres. He also searched for 
wild hives in the forests and when opening the tree  

 

 

cavities he found that the diameter in most cases 
was about 30cm.  

In nature bees are generally found in hollow 
spaces, mostly in hollow tree logs.  

A tree trunk and the rotting wood around them 
provides good insulation from most climate 
conditions and as wood is a living material which 
breathes, it helps to prevent moisture build up. 

When a swarm has chosen their new home, they 
start building comb from the top down, starting 
with the roof of the cavity. As they build, they 
provide space for the queen to lay eggs and as the 
honey flow continues, they store honey on the top 
and the brood in the centre of the comb 
surrounded by pollen.  

During the season the hive expands by building 
more comb down in the hollow tree and 
accumulates more honey stores for winter. As the 
weather cools and there is less nectar around, the 
bees use up their stores and move the brood 
further up the space again. In this way, the hive 
uses normal thermodynamics to maintain a stable 
temperature as heat always moves upwards. 

Geographical, climatic and cultural differences 
have influenced design with some design traits for 
the benefit of the bees and some for the 
convenience of the beekeeper.  

After the Wars in Europe and the resulting food 
shortages, Abbe Emile Warre, a French priest 
compared around 350 various models of hives over 
15 years and came up with a hive that was as close 
as possible to the natural environment of bees, 
whilst still practical for the beekeeper and 
providing some excess honey for harvesting. 
Interestingly, his hive design is very close to that 
which Thomas Seeley discovered about the natural 
bee environment.   

At the next club day on the 30th September we 
have a chance to inspect some Warre and Topbar 
hives. 

Michael Koenen 

 



SPRING HAS SPRUNG 

As we enter the spring season there are a few jobs 
that need attention in the Apiary.  

If you want to have healthy strong colonies, spring 
is the time to start work.  

On a warm sunny day with a light wind and 
enough day left to let your bees warm up again 
before sundown, open your hives. 

 
To Do List  

1) Check the health of your hives, in particular 
check for AFB. 

 
2) Check to see if you have a Queen by finding her 
or evidence she is laying eggs. 

 
3) Consider replacing your old or failing Queens 
(more that 3 years old) 

 
4) Check to see if there is honey for your bees. 
More hives are lost to starvation at this time than 
any other reason. 

 
5) Consider if, and when, you need to Harvest 
honey from them as part of your swarm 
management. 

 
6) Look for signs of swarming.ie Queen cells 
mostly along the lower parts of the frames. 

 
7) Make space for your bees to allow the colony to 
grow.  

 
8) Replace beetle traps if required. 

 
9) Remove and replace old frames. 

 
10) Check hive condition and replace boxes if 
required. 

 11) Check stability and safety of hive stands.  

 
IT’S SWARMING SEASON  

Swarming is the natural method honeybee colonies use 

for reproduction. The original colony replaces the old 

queen, who leaves the hive with about half of the worker 

bees and as much honey as they can carry. Swarms land 

on a structure near their original hive location, cluster 

themselves, while scout bees leave in search of a new 

hive location. It's in this stage that swarms can be 

captured and used to populate an empty hive. This 

method of obtaining bees aids in the goal of propagating 

strong genetics for local honeybee populations.  

Honeybees are at their most docile when swarming. At 

this stage, they do not have a hive with honey and brood 

to protect, and their honey-guts are full of honey stores 

from the original hive. Full bees are gentle bees, partly 

because it is physically difficult for them to tilt their 

abdomens enough to sting. However just like people, 

some colonies are simply nicer than others!   

 

Swarm season generally occurs between Spring and 
Summer. 

Being connected in the local beekeeping community 
greatly increases your chances of finding a swarm.  

Join local swarm lists and lists associated with your 

local beekeeping clubs. 

Here is a link that takes you step by step through the 
process of catching a swarm 
https://beebuilt.com/pages/how-to-catch-a-swarm 

 

 

 

	



 
NEWS FROM OZ 

FAKE HONEY 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-
03/capilano-and-supermarkets...honey/10187628 

AND NOW THE INVESTIGATION 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-05/accc-
launches...into-fake-honey/10205452 

WHAT ABOUT THE IMPACT 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-
05/outback-beekeeper-says-
australian.../10202824 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT     
THE  COUNTRY SHOWS:  
NSW agricultural shows are listed at  
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows  

QLD Agricultural shows are listed as QCAS (google)  

 
Lismore show 18-20 October 2018 
www.northcoastnational.com.au 

 
Alstonville show 26-27 October 2018 
www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows 

 
Mullumbimby show 10-11 November 2018  

www.agshowsnsw.org.au/shows 

 
Bangalow show 16-17 November 2018              
www.bangalowshow@bigpond.com.au 

 
Sydney Royal Easter Show 2019  
Entries open 20th November, 2018 
honey@rasnsw.com.au 

Read the specific entry requirements for the correct 
category and the quantity to be exhibited.  

Lodge your entry forms by the due date (can be 
several weeks before the show) 
Record the place and delivery date for your honey 
exhibits. 

 

 

 

 
 
“A work of arte; and yet no 
arte of man,  
Can worke, this worke, these 
little creatures can” 
– Geffrey Whitney, 1586. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nuc Box 

              

Warre Hive 

 

Looking under a warre box 

 

Topbar Hive 

 

NEXT MEETING - SUNDAY 30th September 

Location: At the home of  Michael Koenen and 
Sandy Jeudwine 5 Daley St Alstonville NSW 

Time: 9.30-10.00am 

Transport: Own Transport 

Bee meeting signage will be in place. 
 
Parking: There is a car parking on the other side of 
the road. 
 
What to bring:  

• Either a morning tea item or a salad. 
• Raffle items are always appreciated 
• $5 per head for morning tea/lunch 
• Beekeeping protective equipment 
• Shade/sun protection 
• Chair 

 
Activities: Warre , Topbar and Nuc  
Hive Inspections. 
 
Demonstration of a wax melter as well as some hive 
beetle treatments.  
 
As always Weather dependant 
 
 
 
See you thee ! 
 
 
 
 
,      



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW EQUIPMENT 

Stephen and Janet Fowler have fresh supplies of 
frames, supers and foundation available now and 
carry stocks of most common beekeeping 
equipment, as well as pots and jars for honey sales.  

 If you ring beforehand they may be able to bring 
your order to the next meeting. Otherwise order and 
pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville, in the 
Russellton Industrial Estate.    

Wax is also needed to convert into foundation. So, if 
you have any good clean wax to sell we will  pay the 
same price as Capilano. Contact Stephen on         (0418 
412 621). 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS are now printed each month, 
if you haven’t got yours attend a club day and pick 
yours up. 

FACEBOOK 

The link to the NRABA Facebook group is below.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/371801436599763/ 

The group is a place for sharing information about the 
activities of the NRABA and for information on 
beekeeping in general. 

 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO DATE 

NRABA members are reminded to go to the ABA’s 
website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au and check 
their contact details. Click on the drop-down menu at 
the top right of the homepage to sign in. 

 

FOR SALE 
 
Starter nucs and 10 frame hives available from Bruce 
Kemp at Wollongbar ( 66281510 / 0416286091).  
Some ready and orders taken.  
No history of AFB and hives not moved to other 
sites.  
Price negotiable and depends on size and strength. 
Collection at Wollongbar late afternoon with new 
or irradiated box or can be supplied in core flute 
boxes at cost.” 
Thank you 
Bruce Kemp. 
 

FOR SALE 

50 , 10 frame hives with 2 Manley Supers per hive  

330.00 each 

If you’re interested please contact 

Guy Small 0407901556 

BEE HIVES AVAIABLE 

Bee hives are now available from a number of 
suppliers in our local area, and should flourish as 
Spring advances.  The instructors in the Bee Course 
run by the club offer a 5-frame nucleus with a new 
queen and full of bees installed in your gear for $120.  
Contact the supplier of your choice to decide.  
These nuclei come with a promise to look after the 
new beekeeper and their hive during the early 
stages. 

Larger hives are also available, and the price needs 
to be negotiated.  American Foul Brood is very 
common, and the help of an experienced beekeeper 
should be sought to go through any hive from other 
sources before payment. 

Instructors  were  

Stephen Fowler 0418 412 621,  

Tony Lamont 6663 1238,  

Merv McDonald 0428 664 464,  

G Muntelwit 0417 434 245,  

Robert Stone 6683 2222, and  

Brian Window 0466 790 736. 

 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

If any members have any stories, photos or things 
that have happened to them in their beekeeping 
why not share it with other members . 

Just drop me a line on 
northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au 

Ruth Walker 

 

 


