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Sugar Shake Month is here! Collect your FREE 
KIT from your club 
The ABA is joining forces with the DPI in April to help 
beekeepers learn how to perform this essential health 
check. Sugar shaking is a simple test. It is quick and 
easy – and does not harm the bees.  
 
Sugar shaking will help detect varroa and other 
parasites when (not if) they arrive in Australia. That’s 
why it's really important that we all learn how to do 
the check now. 
 
Amateur beekeepers, (since we can keep a close 
watch on all our hives) could be the first to spot a pest 
incursion. And that could mean the difference 
between Australia acting quickly to eliminate deadly 

intruders, or racing to try to contain them once they 
have already spread through the bee population. 
 
You have an important role in protecting our bees – 
so learn to sugar shake now. 
 
Your local club will be distributing free sugar shake 
kits – including mesh-lid jars, sugar mix and 
instructions – to members in April. Limited numbers 
have been supplied by the DPI so attend your next 
club meeting to collect yours. Clubs are also 
encouraged to show members how to perform a 
sugar shake test and to help with any questions. 

beekeepers.asn.au/sugarshake 

For more information about Sugar Shake Month, go to our website at beekeepers.asn.au/sugarshake 
We’ve compiled essential and easy-to-follow tips, links to comprehensive information about the various pests 
that this test can detect, videos, a downloadable fact sheet, instructions on making your own DIY shaker, and 
plenty more.  

You should also try our quiz on varroa. We think you’ll be surprised by what you do and do not know! 
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You are invited to the ABA’s beekeeper 
weekend Central Coast 18 to 20 May 
Saturday – ABA 2018 Conference and Colonel Pulling Competition 
Sunday – ABA AGM, Field Day and Trade Show  
 
The Colonel Pulling Competition will be held in conjunction with the first-ever ABA Conference, on 19 May at 
Diggers@ The Entrance. Does your club have its entries organized?  
 
Components (points)  submission deadline 
Photography (20%)     1 May 5 pm    to editor@beekeepers.asn.au  
Apiary Products (30%)  19 May 8.30 am   at conference registration area 
Branch Report (30%)  19 May 8.30 am   at conference registration area 
Quiz (20%)   19 May 4.30 pm  at conclusion of conference presentations 
 
The announcement of Colonel Pulling Competition results 
and the trophy presentation will be during the conference 
dinner. See item below. 
 
Attending the AGM? Make sure you keep the AGM of the 
ABA as a priority in your schedule. This is your 
opportunity to elect executive to run the ABA in the 
coming 12 months. 
All members are welcome and strongly encouraged to 
attend. Sunday breakfast will be available (at own cost) 
from 7.30 am in the Diggers Club prior to the AGM.  
 
You don’t need to buy conference tickets to attend the 
AGM or to join in the quiz component of the Colonel 
Pulling (which this year is being held at 4pm on Saturday 
May 19 at the end of the conference proceedings). But, of 
course, you’d be crazy to miss out on any of the fun! 

DINNER IS SERVED!  
A conference dinner, including presentation of the 2018 
Colonel Pulling trophies, will be held in the Pavillion Room 
of Diggers@ The Entrance starting at 6.30 pm on Saturday 
May 19.  
 
Cost: $45 for 3-course dinner.  
Limited capacity, so reserve your dinner seats now at 
beekeepers.asn.au/conference    

 Looking for suitable accommodation on the 
Central Coast? 

 

visitcentralcoast.com.au 
 

This site lists options for every budget – from 
camping and hostels, to luxury retreats 

 

Entrée: 
❖ Prawn cocktail tossed with spicy tomato mayonnaise 
❖ Chilli & coriander chicken strips with ginger risotto & Asian 

coleslaw 
Main: 

❖ Chargrilled sirloin beef with roast root vegetable mash & red 
wine jus 

❖ classic braised lamb shank on a bed of creamy garlic potato 
mash & roast pumpkin 

Dessert: 
❖ vanilla bean creme bruleé  
❖ homemade chocolate brownie with espresso chocolate sauce & 

cream 
freshly brewed coffee & tea, dinner chocolates 

CONFERENCE PRO TIPS 

 
✓ Parking is available at the conference venue 

but spaces are likely to fill quickly. You can 
also park in surrounding streets. Make sure 
you factor parking into your travel times.  
Carpooling is a great option. 
 

✓ Have your tickets printed out and ready to 
show at the registration desks from 8am. Up 
to 350 people will be registering and 
collecting their free conference bags before 
the 8.50 am start – so arrive early for a 
smooth entry. 

 
✓ Avoid the disappointment of turning up to 

find tickets are sold out! Pre-purchase 
online and print out the receipt (with 
barcode) for fast and smooth registration. 
Bought as a group? Register together. 

 
✓ Refreshments and lunch on Saturday are 

included in your ticket. For discounts on 
other purchases at the venue, consider a 
membership to Diggers @ The Entrance for 
$5. (If you’re coming to the movie on Friday, 
fill out the forms then!) 
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Opportunities to be part of the ABA 
beekeeper weekend in May 

Volunteers 
Want a free tee-shirt and a free lunch? We would love to hear from 
you if you are prepared to volunteer for a shift or two over the 
weekend of May 18 to 20 and help us to organise events. Tell us 
when you are available and if you have specialized skills or 
experience. (No experience is necessary, just enthusiasm and a 
willingness to help however you are directed.) 

Trade stalls 
Applications are now open for affiliated clubs, individual ABA members and beekeeping-
related businesses wanting a stall at the Trade Show at Gosford Showground on Sunday 
May 20. ABA clubs can apply for a free stall if 100% of profits are going to the club.  

Sponsorships 
Are you connected to a business that would be keen to showcase its relevant products or 
services at the conference? We are currently organising showbags to be handed to 
ticketed attendees at the start of the conference. Businesses can apply to have 
something included in these bags for no charge.  

 
For further details on all these opportunities, go to beekeepers.asn.au/conference 
 

It’s simple: BEE THERE!  
Bee enthusiasts are gathering on The Central Coast from May 18 to 
20 for a three-day celebration of the honeybee  
 
 A full line-up of activities, talks, demonstrations, competitions and stalls is set to attract hundreds of beekeepers 
from around New South Wales. It’s a landmark event, with plenty to entertain and teach anyone with a passion 
for honeybees – from the curious, eco-minded gardener, to the 
accomplished keeper.  

 
The weekend coincides with the UN designated ‘World Bee Day’ on Sunday 
May 20.  

 
Saturday’s programme of talks will be launched by the NSW Governor, 
David Hurley (pictured left). As a keen beekeeper himself, the Governor 
looks after six beehives in his garden at Government House.  

 
On the Sunday, visitors to Gosford Showground can watch practical 
demonstrations, view exhibits and browse a wide range of stalls featuring bee products, equipment for 
beekeeping and bee themed items. There’ll also be plenty of opportunities to ask questions of experienced 
beekeepers and discover the easiest ways start out as a beekeeper. 
 
PROGRAMME IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
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Background on Saturday’s conference speakers: 
 

ABC Gardening’s COSTA GEORGIADIS 
PLANTING FOR BEES 

Costa Georgiadis is the much loved host of ABC TV’s weekly show Gardening 
Australia. He is a landscape architect who has an all-consuming passion for 

plants and people: he knows how to bring out the best in both, and takes 
great pleasure in bringing them together.  

Costa believes in embracing and celebrating mother nature's cycles and 
seasons and nurturing her balance, beauty and bounty organically. His 

holistic approach is all about tending the soil and the soul. 

 
STUART ANDERSON,  
Co-inventor of the Flow hive 
THE FLOW HIVE, THREE YEARS ON 
Bees have long been a significant part of the lives of Northern Rivers father-son inventing team Stuart and Cedar 
Anderson. From an early age son Cedar felt bad about crushing bees during the honey harvest, of being stung, and 

having to spend a whole week harvesting his honey. So for years, 
Cedar and Stuart tinkered away in a shed to find a simpler way to 
extract honey. After trialling many methods, Cedar developed an idea 
to split honey cells horizontally. But it was while working on that 
invention, that the real “Eureka” moment happened.  Cedar recalls: 
“[Stuart] held his hands together in a way that resembled a honey cell 
and then moved them so the two halves were offset.” That was the 
moment the Flow system was born.  
The funding campaign they launched for the $100,000 to get moulds 
made to manufacture the plastic frames soon became the most 
successful crowdfunding campaign ever launched outside the US. 
Three years on from the revolutionary hive’s launch, over 51,000 Flow 
Hives have been sold into 130 countries.  
 

 
DR MARK GRECO,  

Charles Sturt University  
USING DIAGNOSTIC RADIO ENTOMOLOGY 

TO STUDY LEARNING AND MEMORY IN BEES 
Mark has developed innovative methods for 

studying insects and their behaviour using 
non-invasive imaging which is now termed 

Diagnostic Radioentomology (DR). Mark is a NHMRC Expert Peer Reviewer, Fellow of the Royal Entomological 
Society, Patron of the ANU Apiculture Society and a member of the Australian Entomological Society. He has been 

involved in the management of Australian stingless bees and European honeybees since 1991. 
He has collaborated with the BBC televised program 'metamorphosis', the BBC Earth series and with Sir David 

Attenborough's three-part series 'Micromonsters'. He has published 21 papers in internationally recognised peer 
reviewed journals and he currently lectures at various institutions such as London’s Museum of Natural History 

and the Royal Society. In 2008 Mark received the inaugural Dr Eva Crane award from the International Bee 
Research Association for best original research paper, where DR was described as an emerging non-invasive 
technique for behavioural, evolutionary and classical biologists who need to study animals without harming 

them. Mark has just co-authored a paper in “NATURE - Scientific Reports” showing that the proposed 5G 
telecommunications network will produce biological effects that might change the way bees and other insects 

pollinate our crops and native plants. 

http://www.radioentomology.com/index.html
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DES CANNON 

ABK editor and ex-commercial beekeeper 
TURNING YOUR BEEKEEPING HOBBY INTO A BUSINESS 

Des started keeping bees in 1978 while a high school teacher in Canberra, 
then progressed to teaching beekeeping as a high school horticultural 

course. In 1984 his hobby became a full-time career, working as a 
commercial beekeeper for 25 years. His science background played a role 
with 11 years on the RIRDC Honeybee R&D Advisory Committee, the last 
five years as Chair. His passion for education also continued, for over 10 

years teaching courses in ‘Beginning in Bees’ and ‘Beekeeping as a 
Business’ as an education officer for the NSW Department of Agriculture. 

In 2007 he became editor of the national beekeeping journal, The 
Australasian Beekeeper.  

 
DR ROMINA RADER 
University of New England 
LATEST RESEARCH INTO CROP POLLINATION 
Romina is currently a Senior Lecturer in Community Ecology at UNE. 
Romina’s research focuses on two broad areas: how plants and animals 
interact and respond to changes in landscape structure across both natural 
and human-modified landscapes; and the role of biodiversity in providing 
ecosystem services such as crop pollination and pest regulation.   
Romina’s group at UNE in Armidale is currently studying which pollinators – 
bees, flies, beetles, moths, butterflies, and birds, as well as other taxa  – visit 
which crops in different farming systems, and what environmental factors 
make pollinators less or more effective. 
 

DR EMILY REMNANT 
University of Sydney 

BEE GENETICS AND DEVELOPING RESISTANCE TO VIRUSES 
Emily is a geneticist and evolutionary biologist interested in understanding how 
insect populations adapt to change. Throughout her career she has studied the 
evolution of resistance mechanisms and how insects respond to environmental 

stress such as pathogens and chemical insecticides. 
Her current work focuses on honeybees, their viruses, and investigating ways to 

enable virus resistance in honeybees. Emily uses a range of molecular laboratory 
methods and bioinformatics techniques, including next generation sequencing, to 

investigate the impact of viruses in honeybees in both field collections and 
laboratory experiments.  

 
PROFESSOR SIMON HABERLE 
Australian National University, Natural History 
AUSTRALASIAN POLLEN AND SPORE ATLAS AND HOW POLLEN TELLS US 
ABOUT LANDSCAPE CHANGES 
Simon completed his PhD at ANU on the environment of the Tari Basin, 
Papua New Guinea, between 500,000 and one million years ago. While 
holding postdoctoral positions at the Smithsonian and at the University of 
Cambridge he continued to pursue his interest in the role of past climate 
change and human activity on tropical and temperate ecosystems. His 
research currently focuses on high-resolution palaeoecological analysis to 
understand the impact of climate variability and human activity on land 
ecosystems of the Pacific and Indian Oceans since the last ice age. Simon 
has been developing online research tools such as the Australasian Pollen 

and Spore Atlas and the PalaeoWorks website. He is currently using his knowledge of Australian pollen to explore 
the impact of atmospheric pollen and spores on respiratory health. 
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School training for the next generation of 
beekeepers 

The NSW state government recently approved school-based training in beekeeping. This 
allows pupils at the end of Year 10 and in Years 11 and 12 to take Beekeeping Certificate III 
as a subject towards their HSC. The state government will pay all training costs for public 
school students. 
 
Students and their parents, and commercial beekeepers interested in this program, are 
invited to an information session at Kinross School, 59 Bathurst Road,  Orange, on 
Thursday 5 April from 10am. Speakers will cover all aspects of the training. Lunch will be 
provided and an afternoon excursion is planned for Goldfields and an apiary. 

 
Students on the programme will need to do 120 days of practical training with a beekeeper. “I’d like to see many 
commercial beekeepers turn up to learn about the benefits and meet the students identified by public and private schools 
in the region,” says ABA president Bruce White, a school-based trainer. North-coast beekeepers have already employed 
one student as part of this program. Notes Bruce, “There comes a time when beekeepers retire and need to sell. This 
program is encouraging younger beekeepers into the industry as potential buyers.” 
 

Bruce White can be contacted on 0296346792 for further information about school based training. 
 

Bumblebee Incursion! 
Olga Kazakova was busy when her partner Kirk Foy called for her 
to come look at the strange, fluffy bee he’d caught in the front 
garden of their home in a northern suburb of Sydney.  
 
Olga, a zookeeper with Sydney Wildlife Park, listened as Kirk 
described it and assumed that it must be a native teddybear bee. 
Olga is an entomologist, specialising in arthropods (spiders, 
crabs, insects) and gastropods (slugs, snails). She knew bumblebees don’t occur on 
mainland Australia. “I was very dismissive,” she recalls. 

 
Fast forward two years and Olga finds the specimen that 
Kirk had caught and stored in their freezer. Immediately she 
realised it indeed was a bumblebee. She posted an image of 
the specimen on Facebook and then contacted the DPI, who 
in turn alerted beekeeping groups and began an 
investigation. Olga and Kirk checked their garden but 
spotted no other bumblebees around.  
 
Immediately work began to try to work out where the bee 
came from and whether it was from a bigger population. 
ABA president Bruce 

White and his wife Lynn, along with North Shore 
Beekeepers’ Association’s Michael Syme, 
coordinated a search of the suburb, systematically 
walking local streets. The search did not turn up 
further evidence of bumblebees. 
 

PICTURES: FROM TOP RIGHT: A COMMON SIGHT IN 

EUROPEAN GARDENS, BUMBLEBEES ARE EXOTIC PESTS HERE; ZOOKEEPER OLGA KAZAKOVA LOOKS AFTER A HOST OF CREATURES 

IN HER WORK, SHOWN HERE WITH A THORNY DEVIL; NORTH SHORE BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION’S MICHAEL SYME JOINING THE 

SEARCH FOR LIVE BUMBLEBEES IN DENISTONE; KIRK FOY, A MATERIALS SCIENTIST AT GARDEN ISLAND NAVAL BASE, WHO 

SPOTTED AND CAUGHT THE ROGUE BUMBLEBEE IN SYDNEY, HERE WITH A GOLDEN HUNTSMAN 
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As reported by Australian Honey Bee Industry Council 
Monthly News:  
“On 9 February 2018, the New South Wales Department of Primary 
Industries were advised of a suspicious bee, thought to be a 
bumblebee. Subsequent examination identified it as a female Large 
Earth Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris).  
 
The NSW DPI does not believe that this detection represents an 
incursion for the following reasons: 1) the submitter has stated that 
she has not seen any evidence of bumblebees in Denistone since her 
partner captured the specimen two years ago; 2) Prompt surveillance 
by volunteer beekeepers over two weekends in the vicinity of the 
report has uncovered no evidence of an established bumblebee 
population; 3) A call for general surveillance was sent out to 6500 
registered beekeepers in NSW and to members of the North Shore 
Beekeepers Association and Amateur Beekeepers Association of 
NSW the same day that DPI was alerted to the detection. 
Additionally, DPI Facebook posts reached over 2000 people. 
Significant public interest has peaked. No positive detection has 
resulted from this general surveillance programme  
 
So at this stage there is no reason to suspect that there has been an 
incursion and it will be recorded as a notification. It is thought that 
this single bee came as a hitchhiker on a vehicle or goods.  
 
AHBIC thanks NSW DPI for their swift response and the volunteer 
beekeepers for their time and effort.”  

 

How to winter bees 
Arthur Garske explains how to prepare your hives for the cooler months 

 
Ideally bee hives should be sited to take advantage of the early morning sun and they should have a slight forward slope to 
shed condensation.  Hives left in shaded, damp conditions are at risk of developing infections such as nosema disease.  
Nosema leads in spring dwindle, and a heavy infection often results in loss of hives. Hives should be protected from the 
wind.  Reducing hive entrances also helps keep those winter chills out. 
 
Conditioning hives - preparation in the autumn 
Ensure hives have ample supplies of pollen and honey. Pollen is most important as bees need an abundance of pollen in 
spring, particularly if you get a flush of higher temperatures and then plunge into winter-type conditions.  Pollen is the 
protein food of bees. 
 

So what’s wrong with bumblebees?” 
The chunky, fluffy-looking bee, a staple of 
European gardens and countryside, has 
spread rapidly across Tasmania since an 
invasion of live bees was discovered there 
in 1992. Scientists are worried that the 
bees muscle in on flowers usually visited by 
smaller, native bees and, by taking nectar, 
make it harder for a range of native insects 
and birds to find food.  
 
The disruption to the ecosystem doesn’t 
stop there: bumblebees bite through 
flowers to access nectar without pollinating 
the flowers, and they make it easier for 
plants they favour – particularly European 
weeds – to spread.  
 
So while the bumblebees are a welcome 
sight in Europe – where organisations are 
set up to help conserve and promote the 
species – here, they simply don’t belong. 
 
If you spot what you think is a bumblebee, 
contact the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 
1800 084 881 immediately. 
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A strong hive of bees needs as least five frames of pollen and at least 15 to 20 kilos of honey.  If honey is lacking, you can 
feed your bees in the autumn with 2 units of sugar to 1 unit of water.  
 
Only give what the bees can process and store in a couple of days.  If they are given more than they can use it is liable to 
ferment, and fermented syrup KILLS BEES.  
 
Remove excess wood ware to pack bees down so that your box, or boxes, are full of bees.  This allows them to keep the 
normal temperature of the hive easily.  When you have been moving frames around preparing the hive for winter you 

should have been moving those heavy black drone-
ridden combs up so that finally they can be moved out 
and into your solar wax extractor or drum of boiling 
water. 
 
If you are working Spotted Gum you will not only get 
honey but also strong bees because the tree produces 

good pollen which the bees put into new brood. If you migrate your bees, there are still honey flows to be had and it is 
the same as your summer itinerary.   
 
You may like to requeen your hives at this time so you have young vigorous queens going into winter and more so coming 
into spring.  Remember: all things being equal, young queens are less prone to swarm.  
 
If you are looking ahead to winter honey flows like White Box or Mugga Ironbark where the pollen is no good, ensure 
your hives have plenty of stored pollen so there are maximum numbers of young bees available to work them. 
 
If you are working Mugga Ironbark or White Box you must have at least eight to 10 frames of stored pollen. This is 
because the pollen from Mugga Ironbark and White Box is no good for raising brood. Without good stores, the bees will 
dwindle away in winter and, come spring, they will be little better than three- to four-frame hives. 
 
If you intend working winter honey flows you should have been conditioning the hives from early autumn. That means 
making the queens lay by splitting the brood and putting in a couple of nicely drawn combs in between frames of brood.  
That gives you the maximum number of young bees to work with. 
 
If there is no nectar coming in, feed the bees thin sugar syrup with 1 unit of sugar to 2 units of water. 
 
Fortnightly, you should do the splitting and interleaving of two nicely drawn combs between two frames of brood. Move 
the sealed frames up into the box above the brood box.  The reason for this is to ensure there are full, I mean really full, 
boxes of young bees so you do not suffer heavy bee mortality as would happen with old bees.  As it gets colder, bees will 
not draw foundation so that is why you need drawn comb. 
 
When taking off full combs of sealed honey, do it in 
the middle of the day when it is warmest and replace 
four sealed frames with four stickies or four dry 
drawn combs.  This is done very quickly so the 
temperature loss in the hive is kept to a minimum. 
 
Get the honey that has been taken off to the extractor as quickly as possible so it can be extracted while it is still warm. 
 
If you do not migrate bees, it is time to start packing them down in preparation for your winter itinerary. 

Insurance Frequently asked questions 
Members who have queries about insurance organised via the ABA, can usually find answers online at 
our website 
 
The site has detailed information about the policy supplied by the insurer, plus we have included some Q & As based 
on specific requests recently put to us. We hope you find these pointers useful. If you still have questions about what is 
covered by club public and products liability insurance or the optional insurance offered to members, please contact 
secretary @beekeepers.asn.au 
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Insurance Making lip 
balms, cosmetics or 
soap? A warning 
Thinking of turning that spare beeswax and honey into something 
crafty?  Making skincare items can be fun, but if you want to sell 
them (even on local market stalls) you need to stay the right side 
of consumer law 
  

It’s a complex area but because of the dangers and the penalties, 
you are well advised to do your homework.  
Here are some pointers: 
 
Firstly, skincare items are NOT covered by the member or club public and products liability insurance organised 
through the ABA. You will NOT be covered under this insurance if someone has a problem with a cosmetic item – 
even a lip balm – that you or your club has made. Cosmetic items are considered a significant insurance risk so 
getting appropriate alternative cover can be expensive. See box. 
 
As well as insurance concerns, you need to abide by laws that determine what you can or cannot say on packaging, 
and what details (particularly about ingredients) that you must include. The ACCC (Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission) has lots of easy-to-understand guides in this area. Start 
with productsafety.gov.au/standards/cosmetics-ingredients-labelling 
Statements about treating conditions - preventing, 
diagnosing, curing or alleviating a disease, ailment, defect 
or injury - are best avoided. This is because health products 
are governed by the federal health department’s TGA 
(Therapeutic Goods Administration). With good reason, 
marketing statements on health products require rigorous 
evidence to back up what you say.  
 
Soap makers who produce soap by saponification (using 
caustic soda, for instance) require a licence (currently from 
$138 renewable every August 31) via NICNAS (National 
Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme). 
This is because soap ingredients are classified as industrial 
chemicals and saponification is a chemical process. Details 
are at nicnas.gov.au/cosmetics-and-soaps 
 
We can’t give comprehensive guidelines or specific advice here, but the good news is that you can find plenty of 
Australian information online. And for policy details of the beekeeper insurance cover arranged through the ABA for 
clubs and (optional) for members, go to beekeepers.asn.au/insurance 

SUPPORT AMATEUR BEEKEEPING 
IN NSW 

BUCKET HATS! BAGS! BADGES AND KEYRINGS! 
 
A range of ABA items are available online and at ABA events and 

are priced very reasonably.  So snap up an enzyme-washed 
cotton bucket hat for $15, a cotton canvas tote for $15 or a 
range of items featuring our state bee logo.  
 
Check out the range now at beekeepers.asn.au/shop 
. 

DO YOU NEED COSMETICS INSURANCE? 
Some members have asked the ABA about 
insurance cover for skincare products such as 
balms and soaps. Our insurer has told us that 
policy costs will depend on the number of 
members who want the cover.  
 
Do let us know if you are interested in paying 
extra for insurance to cover honey and beeswax 
cosmetics.  We will collect numbers and details 
and let you know if the ABA decides to offer this 
option in future.  Email Dave Wilson at 
secretary@beekeepers.asn.au to register your 
interest. 

https://www.productsafety.gov.au/standards/cosmetics-ingredients-labelling
https://www.nicnas.gov.au/cosmetics-and-soaps
http://beekeepers.asn.au/insurance
mailto:secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
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 2018 HONEY SHOW 
HONOURS  
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MANY 
ABA MEMBERS who entered and won 
accolades in this year’s Sydney Royal 
National Honey Show.  Bruce White, 

National Honey Show Judge reports: 
 

This year’s National Honey Show at the Sydney Royal Easter Show was well 
supported especially by ABA members, with some showing honey for the first 
time and winning prize. Some classes had more than 20 entries. 
 
The standard of honey was high. However, ‘density’ and ‘aroma’ let some 
entries down, and soft setting candy that was used as seed for the creamed 
honey resulted in the creamed honey liquefying or being too soft. (The hot 
weather did not help this section.) 
 
It is important to read the Schedule so your entries comply. This year a number of combs of honey were not judged 
as the decorative edging exceeded the width permitted in the schedule. 
 
The 390 entries were judged by six judges, plus two associates including one from New Zealand. A special thanks 
goes to all the stewards and the support of the RAS.  
 

Special congratulations are due to our very own Bruce White. At the show this year Bruce 
was awarded the highest honour bestowed by the Royal Agricultural Society. Now, as 
well as his Order of Australia, Bruce is now officially a RAS NSW Show Legend. In making 
the award, the RAS described Bruce as an integral part of the Sydney Royal Easter 
Show, having worked there since 1966. 

QUIZ Test your Varroa IQ 
Think you will have the upper hand if varroa destructor lands in our midst? Try this True or False quiz, 
devised by Dave Wilson. We think you will be surprised! 

 
1. Adult varroa can be described as reddish in colour with two sets of four legs set 

on the front part of the body. True/False? 
 

2. Only one species of varroa is a parasite of European honeybees. True/False? 
 

3. Varroa can breed only in the brood box of a bee hive. True/False? 
 

4. Varroa can easily be detected on adult honeybees. True/False? 
 
5. A sugar shake is the best way to detect varroa in a honeybee 
colony. True/False? 
 
6. The life cycle of the varroa mite is closely linked to the development of 
drone brood. True/False? 
 

7. As soon as a mated mature female varroa mite enters a mature larvae brood cell, she will start laying eggs. 
True/False? 

 
8. The mature female varroa will lay thousands of eggs in a single brood cell. True/False? 

PARRAMATTA’S NORM WEBB AND 

KEITH GOODWIN WERE AWARDED 

THE MEDAL FOR MOST SUCCESSFUL 

EXHIBITOR IN THE HONEY CLASSES 

https://www.facebook.com/eastershow/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/eastershow/?fref=mentions
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9. Only the female varroa mite can travel large distances. True/False?  

 
10. A female varroa born in one cell will go to lay young in other cells. 

True/False? 
 

11. The growth rate of varroa is exponential and so a huge population 
can develop in a bee colony in one season. True/False? 

 
12. The male varroa is formed from an unfertilized egg, just as a drone is 

formed from an unfertilized egg. True/False? 
 
13. Varroa provide a mechanism for the rapid transfer of viruses in bee 
populations. True/False? 
 
14. Screened bottom boards are often used for varroa control. True/False? 
 
15. Varroa are not a threat to Apis cerana (Asian honeybees). True/False? 

 

VARROA QUIZ ANSWERS 
 
1. True. They are red to brown in colour, flat and oval. An adult is typically 
1.1 mm long and 1.7 mm wide. It resembles small, flat seed with two sets 
of four legs on either side of the mouth. All legs are on the front part of the 
mite. 
It also has small antenna set on either side of the mouth, though often 

these are difficult to see.  
 
2. False. There isn't just one, but at least five different species of varroa. 
Scientists originally believed that only Varroa destructor could parasitise 
European Honey bees but it is now accepted that Varroa jacobsoni can also be a parasite. 
 
3.True. Varroa can feed and live on adult bees but they are more prevalent on larvae and pupae. They can only 
reproduce and raise young on honey bee brood. 
 
4. False. You may have seen photographs of bees where the mite is clearly visible but generally varroa are skilled at 
avoiding detection. They hide under the bees and can even hide within the skeletal plates of the bee. The colour of 
varroa is not dissimilar to the colour of bees and they are, at best, 1.6 mm wide. Looking at bees in a hive for signs of 
varroa is generally futile. 
 
5.False. It's a good test but it's not the BEST test. A sugar shake test is a quick and easy way to test bees for external 
parasites, and it should be a skill every beekeeper masters. However there are more complicated and effective ways 
to check for varroa, such as uncapping some drone brood. The varroa are more easily seen on the white bodies of 
the bee larvae. In the Port Surveillance Program, miticide strips are placed in hives at set intervals. Dead mites fall 
onto the sticky paper on the bottom of the hive so any incursion of the parasite into Australia is quickly identified. 
 
6. True. The mature female varroa mite strongly prefers drone brood cells. She enters the cells containing a mature 
larvae just prior to the cell being capped. Research suggests that drone cells are preferred over worker brood cells 
by a factor of at least 10 to one. This may relate to the fact that drone brood cells have a longer window of 

opportunity for varroa invasions from egg to juvenile drone and that drone cells are physically bigger.  
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7. False. She’s not so fast. The mature female will first immerse herself in the nutrient broth in 
the lower part of the cell and then emerge to feed on the larvae blood (haemolymph). Typically 
the first egg is laid about three days after the cell was capped. This may be triggered by 
hormones produced by the pupating bee larvae. 
 
8. False thankfully! The mature female will lay a small batch of eggs, typically five in a bee worker cell or six in a bee 
drone cell, at approximately 30-hour intervals. 
 
9. True. The male varroa mite does not leave the cell that it was born in. The female is very mobile within the bee 
colony and can also travel by hitching a ride with a bee. Varroa can transfer from bee to bee at, for instance, a 
flower, and so can travel from hive to hive. Research suggests varroa mothers can complete at least three breeding 
cycles, potentially in different colonies. 
 
10. True, this is why the problem spreads. The mother varroa that laid the eggs in one cell and her mated daughters 
will enter other cells just prior to capping and in turn each will lay four to six eggs. 
 
11. False. Due to the relatively long time taken to develop from egg to adult (typically three days), the population 
growth is not that rapid. If the initial infection of the hive with varroa was not massive, it may take up to three years 
to produce a varroa population that will kill a colony. 
 
12. True. The first egg laid by the varroa mother is unfertilized and so develops as a male. The remaining eggs will be 
fertilized and so will become female. 
 
13. True. The ability of the female varroa to travel within the colony and via worker bees to another colony, 
combined with their ability to feed off both larvae and adult bees, means that they can spread viruses very rapidly. 
 
14. True. If varroa is present, screened bottom boards are frequently used by beekeepers. Screens allow the varroa 
to fall through to a sticky board where they can be seen and counted. Approximately 20% of varroa will be lost from 
bees via natural grooming, but with the use of miticides, the loss of varroa from the bees is significant and can 

effectively reduce the varroa population in the colony.  That said, many beekeepers overseas still prefer solid 

bottom boards and use other methods to control varroa. 
 
15. That's correct, and this is leading to some interesting research. In Asian honeybees, varroa is limited to drone 
brood. This appears to relate to hormones released from the developing worker brood which inhibit varroa egg 
laying in these cells. Asian honeybees also have specific hygienic grooming traits which limit the ability of varroa to 
be carried by or feed on adult worker bees. 
THANKS TO BRUCE WHITE FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WITH THE ANSWERS 

Club grants for 2018 
An ABA Council meeting at Yass resolved to allocate a $1000 grant to each affiliated beekeeping club in 2018 
 
The ABA’s budget for  this year has been  prepared with an allocation of $20,000, to cover all 20 clubs. The grant is not tied 
to any specific ABA initiative, so it is up to clubs to nominate how they wish to use it. Some clubs have said they would 
like to further reduce  member fees. Small clubs may find it helps secure their financial position and lets them invest in 
projects that will kickstart future fundraising. 
 
Application details have been sent to all club secretaries. To apply, each club needs first to discuss the matter at a club 
meeting and the outcome of the discussion needs to be recorded in club records. Clubs must apply with a simple one 
page application to treasurer@beekeepers.asn.au. Details of how the grant is to be spent may be shared in a future 
edition of The Amateur Beekeeper.   
 
Clubs are always invited to email editor@beekeepers.asn.au with details of their activities. This newsletter is an 
opportunity to tell other beekeepers about your club’s  initiatives and share ideas that could work to promote 
beekeeping and help beekeepers across the state. Don’t be shy! 

mailto:treasurer@beekeepers.asn.au
mailto:editor@beekeepers.asn.au
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THE INVETERATE INVENTOR is . 
. . making a sugar shaker  

 
For everyone who thinks ‘I can make my own shaker to coat bees in sugar’, 
here’s how one DIYer solved the problem  

 
The sugar shake process to detect external parasites of bees involves 
rolling bees in an icing sugar mix, then separating the mix and any 
dislodged nasties from the dusted bees. The bees stay in the container 
and the loose material is tipped through some mesh into a container of 

water or a flat white sheet of paper.   
 
Clearly the mesh needs to allow sugar with potential mites through but not bees. This is the same theory for 
screened bottom boards in hives. 
 
The wire spacing on a queen excluder is typically 4.5 to 5 mm which allows worker bees to pass through. Typically 
varroa are less than 1.5 mm wide, so a mesh wire with aperture spacing of about 3 mm is suited. 
 
Mesh is often specified by the number of wires per inch. A suitable mesh would 
be mesh 8 with 8 wires to the inch which, allowing for the thickness of the wire, 
gives gaps of just under 1/8" (3.1 mm) in size 
 
I note the common sugar shake kits provided to clubs by the DPI (sourced from 
Valley Industries) have a mesh aperture of about 3 mm, with a wire diameter of 
about 0.5 mm. 
 
First, I hunted down a suitable jar or container with a screw-on lid. The jars 
shown were only $2 each and either the 1- or 2-litre size would work well.  
 
It’s important to get jars with lids that screw on with multiple turns. When 
you’ve finished, the wire mesh will fit between the inside of the lid and the top 
of the jar. If the screw thread is very short, the lid will not screw completely 
home when the mesh is in place. The photos show the long screw thread on 
these plastic containers. 
 
I sourced galvanised mesh with 8 wires per inch, 3mm aperture and 1 mm wire from the Locker Group at Prestons. I 
found the equivalent mesh in stainless steel at Wire Mesh Industries at West Ryde. 
 

Using the plastic jar neck as a template and a spirit marker to mark the circle on 
the mesh, I cut a  disc out of the mesh with tin snips. This is not that easy with 
the 1 mm wire but it can be done. Stainless steel would be harder to cut again 
and may require an angle grinder. 
 
The advantage of using this heavier gauge mesh is that the remainder of the 
mesh sheet can be used to make open-mesh bee-box bases.  
 
The plastic container lid had a series of marked circles on it. I used an outer one 

and, with a coping or fret saw, cut out the central part of the lid. A sharp knife was used to trim the hole. 
 
The mesh was fitted and glued in place using two-part epoxy glue. (I used Araldite.) Wait for the glue to set and the 
job is done. 
 
For detailed instructions on performing a sugar shake, and to watch a DPI video of Doug Somerville guiding you 
through the process, go to beekeepers.asn.au/sugarshake 
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What your executive has been up to 
ABA executive have been especially busy in recent months. Here are just 
a few of the tasks that have been occupying the group   
 
President Bruce White 
Attended Illawarra and Macarthur annual meetings and Parramatta and Sydney Central 
branch meetings; provided comments to finalise the updated Certificate III in 
Beekeeping; facilitated an opportunity for each ABA club to nominate members to be 
trained in Certificate III in  Beekeeping  AHCBEK306 Manage Pests and Diseases within a 
honey bee colony; attended the Bee Industry Biosecurity Consultative Committee 
Meeting hosted by NSWDPI 

 
Secretary Dave Wilson  
Dealt with insurance broker over issues relating to insurance; issued multiple insurance 
certificates of currency; organised Yass meeting then completed and distributed 
minutes; drafted a note to local councils to publicise the swarm register and discourage 
pest extermination treatments of swarms; contributed to sugar shake resources for 
members and wrote articles for the journal 

 
Treasurer Lyall Zweck 
Approved and paid club grants; reconciled PaySubsOnline records to PayPal receipts, 
transferring club fees to respective clubs; assisted members having difficulty making 
payment in PaySubsOnline; reconciled conference ticket sales to bank account deposits 
and recorded transactions to enable reporting 
 
Club development Len Verrenkamp 
Responsible for a multitude of tasks involved in conference and field day organisation. 
(“Lessons learned? Even when you think you have thought of everything, something 
else crops up, cert III in event management coming up….”) 

 
IT officer Sheila Stokes 
Managed and maintained PaySubs for members, clubs and executive; extracted data for membership cards; distributed TAB, swarm 
information to local councils, and Parramatta and Northern Rivers newsletters; implemented conference ticketing system; maintained website 
for insurance, shop, sugar shake, constitution and club pages; supported Google apps for club email accounts, shared drives and shared 
calendars; ran Google adwords campaigns for sugar shake and conference 

 
Public officer Arthur Garske 

Visited Yass Club Open Day and Committee meeting, gave a presentation on Bee Sting 
Envenomation and First Aid; visited Macarthur Beekeepers and gave a presentation on the 

preparation of honey for judging and how judging is done. Arthur is going to Goulburn Club in 
April to give a presentation on working bees in the Central West. 

 
Education officer Miskell Hampton 
Visited Southern Highlands for Q&A session, (‘Warm welcome from a very friendly branch’): 

prepared club resources for sugar shake month; Easter Show volunteering: collated surveillance 
info for proposed ABA Biosecurity course, including conversations with bee biosecurity officers  

 
Editor and resources officer Sue Carney 
Produced this newsletter, wrote news for emails and website; created online information for Sugar Shake Month; produced promotions for 
the conference; designed and ordered conference bags; packed and posted online shop orders. (Bestseller? “Apiary warning signs. You try 
wrapping one!” Hence new, smaller signs now available online.)  

 

Recreational beekeepers in NSW are a force to 
be reckoned with, making up a quarter of all 

Australian beekeepers. 
 

NSW is home to around 29 % of Australia’s 
beekeepers. As of February, the state had 6728 
individuals registered as beekeepers, with 88% 

of these classified as recreational keepers 

25% 

Did you know?  
 

❖ The ABA has no paid staff 
 

❖ Everyone involved in running 
the association is a volunteer  

 
❖ A range of skilled 

professionals across the 
executive and local clubs 
donate their time and 
expertise to support amateur 
beekeepers 

 
❖ All funds raised by fees, 

events and sales are used 
directly for the benefit of 
recreational beekeeping in 
NSW, via initiatives that 
support apiculture, and 
through support to 20 
affiliated clubs and more than 
1600 members 
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Overheard in a beekeeping supplies store:  
Well, the neighbour complained again about my bees flying across his yard so I moved the hive to the other side 
of my yard. And guess what? He complained even more and said he and his wife had been ‘bitten’ multiple times. 
Not even a jar of honey would stop the whinging! 
 
Remember the bee moving rule: “Move the hive less than a metre a day or move it at least four kilometres and 
leave it there for a month”. 
 
Over long distances bees will navigate via the position of the sun. But they also appear to be able recall significant 
landmarks such as trees and fences. Closer to home, this mapping is critical in locating the colony.  
 
This has been tested by using artificial “suns” to confuse the bees. Bees can still locate their hive with little 
disruption. Clearly it is just not the reference point of the sun which allows bees to navigate to and from their 
colony. 
 
If you move the colony across your yard in one move, the field bees will still be using their local map based on trees 
and the like, and will fly back to the previous location of their hive.  There, they will find no bee box for warmth and 
no food to sustain them. No wonder the neighbour said the bees seemed worse after the colony had been moved! 
 
So remember the bee moving rule: Move the hive less than a metre a day or move it at least four kilometres and 
leave it there for a month. 

 
And remember the other rule: keeping bees in the 
suburbs means taking care of your neighbours. 
 

Club contacts 
To join a club, go to beekeepers.asn.au and click APPLY TO JOIN. Applications and payments can be made online but 
the membership process is not complete until the relevant local club has approved the application.  
 
Club executive change from time to time so we recommend contacting the club is the ABA email rather than personal 
accounts.  This is [club name] [dot] [role] @beekeepers.asn.au 
 
For example, to reach the Bathurst Club Secretary, email bathurst.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

ABA contacts 
 
The Amateur Beekeeper is distributed by email to members of the Amateur Beekeeping Association of NSW every 
second month. Next issue is due out at the beginning of June. 
Editor: Sue Carney (editor@beekeepers.asn.au).  
 
ABA President: Bruce White (president@beekeepers.asn.au). Vice President: Sheryl McIntosh 
(vicepresident@beekeepers.asn.au). Secretary: Dave Wilson (secretary@beekeepers.asn.au).  
Treasurer: Lyall Zweck (treasurer@beekepers.asn.au). Biosecurity Officer: vacant (biosecurity@beekeepers.asn.au). 
Web Administrator: Sheila Stokes (web@beekeepers.asn.au). Education Officer: Miskell Hampton 
(education@beekeepers.asn.au). Branch Development Officer: Len Verrenkamp (development@beekeepers.asn.au).  
 
 

Stories I Hear by Dave Wilson 
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