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          UPCOMING EVENTS 

Field Day and Council Meeting Yass 17 – 18 FEBRUARY  

ABA 2018 Conference, Field Day, Trade Show, AGM and Colonel 

Pulling Competition Central Coast 18 – 20 MAY  

Announcing the Rules for the 2018 Col Pulling 
The Colonel Pulling Competition is held between the member branches of the ABA. It consists of four 
components and is marked out of 100. The 2018 contest will be held in conjunction with the ABA 
Conference on 18 – 20 May at Diggers@ The Entrance, on the Central Coast. 
 
Submission and judging schedule 
Photography Entries     1 May 5 pm   
Apiary Products, Branch Report  19 May 8:30 am   
Quiz     19 May 5 pm 

 

1. Quiz 20 questions devised by Eddie Sinjstra, for a total of 20 points. 
2. Apiary products Total of 30 points. 
Comb honey - One full depth comb is judged on 
fullness, colour of capping, evenness and general 
appearance.  
Liquid honey – Two 500g jars of light, medium 
and dark honey (six jars in total). These are 
judged on flavour, density, colour, aroma, 
clearness and brightness. 
Creamed honey – Two 500g jars, judged on grain 
evenness, flavour, firmness and colour. 
Beeswax – block over 500g – where colour, 
clearness, tenacity, aroma and general 
appearance are the criteria  
Honey based cake –The source of the recipe 
should be noted. It will be marked on 
appearance, texture, moistness, aroma, 
originality, compliance and flavour. 
Hive based components will be judged by 
Elizabeth Frost; cakes by Margaret Stonier. 
3. Branch Report Typed and no more than two 
A4 pages, plus minutes of one meeting and 
names of the executive. The total will be scaled 
out of 30. This will be judged by Wendy Wilson. 
Judging criteria are: efforts made by the club to 
promote beekeeping to the broader community; 
efforts to educate and inform their members; 

CAKES AND CONTROVERSY  
The cake section of the Colonel Pulling is – let’s say – 
lively!  Last year ABA Secretary Dave Wilson fielded 
more queries about cake contest rules than practically 
any other beekeeper dilemma. So to answer the FAQs 
that may be on keen bakers’ lips: 
 WHY NO SET RECIPE? 
Our bakers had a free rein last year and our judge 
applauded entries’ variety and inventiveness. Since 
those are two qualities that amateur beekeepers have 
in abundance, we’re continuing the ‘open’ approach to 
let bakers unleash their creative talents.  
IS ICING ALLOWED OR NOT? 
See above. If you want to ice, that’s nice; if you prefer 
to focus on the cake recipe, that’s great too.  
“I HAVE TO BRING THE CAKE A LONG WAY. THAT’S 
NOT FAIR.” 
We hear you but we can’t alter geography. Cake judge 
Margaret Stonier makes a good point about thinking 
ahead and creating a cake that will travel. Her expert 
tip: last year’s local winner had multiple layers of butter 
cream which prevented any part of the cake drying out. 
Margaret is also impressed by recipes that used honey 
in the cake rather than simply as a drizzle, and cakes 
where honey substituted for all the sugar. Lastly: Don’t 
forget to include your recipe and specify if it is original 
or adapted from another source.  
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methods used to inform members of their 
activities; identifying important issues for the 
Branch and planning for the future; and general 
presentation and adherence. 
4. Photo Competition 
Three photos can be submitted on the theme “As 
Busy as Bees”. Judging criteria are relevance, 
originality, creativity and composition, and scaled 
out of 20. The judge for 2018 is Bruce Loney.  

 
COL PULLING TROPHY 
Tips to win extra points 
 
Across NSW beekeepers are gearing up for the 
ABA’s 2018 inter-club contest in May. Read on for 
hints that will gain you vital points or save you 
from missing out 
 
Be In It To Win It  
Simple: if your club doesn’t enter, it’ll never get on 
the trophy board. Winning takes effort, but if your 
club operates well and encourages smart 
beekeeping most of the work has already been 
done. Get your entry polished. And good luck!  
Read the Rules 

We’ve kept the fine print to a minimum so no one 
need get bogged down. But it does pay to follow 
the instructions printed on the previous page and 
a fuller list distributed to club secretaries.  
Looks impress 
It’s obvious: the appearance of honey, wax and 
frames will win – or lose – you points. But taking 
extra care when submitting your honey cake and 
even the club report also impresses judges. 
Margaret Stonier, honey cake judge, makes the 
crucial point that “a good looking cake has a 
chance of tasting good.” Says Wendy Wilson, who 
is judging club reports, “Take time to set out the 
report clearly with headings. Have the report in 
the order of the judging criteria. It doesn't have to 
be fancy, just simply answer all criteria.”  
Follow instructions 
Clubs miss out on points when they forget vital information. Wendy urges clubs to check their entry 
against the instructions before handing it in: “Don't forget a sample of your minutes and a list of club 
executive.” 
Get Your Timing Right 
Photographs need to be in by May 1, which means getting organised early. With this year’s theme “As 
Busy As Bees” clubs can get as creative as they wish, but timings matter. Our photo judge Bruce Loney is a 

Apiary Products: Hints 
Elizabeth Frost, the DPI’s Honey Bee Industry 
Development Officer based at Tocal College, is 
judging for us this year.  
 
“The most common pitfalls in the honey category 
are related to density, flavour and 
clearness/brightness,” she points out.   
 
Elizabeth’s high scoring tips: 
Density. Ensure prior to extracting that frames are 
100% capped with wax, or as close to as possible, 
as honey will be at its most dense then.  
Flavour. Beware: using a hot knife during the 
extraction process speeds up uncapping, but risks 
scorching honey – creating a burnt flavour – if not 
used speedily and with care. 
Clearness. Some honeys candy or granulate at a 
faster rate than others. So watch out for this in 
storage of your liquid honey entry.   
 
For that extra edge? Last year Elizabeth was a 
steward helping District Exhibits Honey Judge Doug 
Somerville at the Royal Easter Show. Her advice to 
ABA members for the Col Pulling: Keep an open 
mind and flavour palette and put egos aside when 
your club decides on the apiary products to 
showcase your region. Her suggestion: “A 
blind/objective taste test and visual assessment at 
the club level will help lead your decisions if there's 
any contention.” 
 
Any other secrets? “Remember beeswax can 
develop wax bloom, comb honey can be attractive 
to and spoiled by stored comb pests (wax moth 
and small hive beetle), liquid honey can candy, and 
creamed honey can reliquify if not stored in 
optimal conditions! Use the expertise that exists in 
your club, polish those glass surfaces free of 
fingerprints and you'll be right.  
Have fun and good luck!  
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veteran newspaper photographer and editor knows the value of deadlines: they focus the mind, but news 
photographers know that when you miss a deadline, it’s all for nothing. So start organising pics now. 
 
In past years, clubs have been known to start preparations for the honey cake in January, with mini bake-
offs for the cake to represent their region. (Yes, we warned you this is serious!) Cake judge Margaret 
Stonier offers one word of warning though: don’t bake THE contest cake too early: it’s fresh cakes 

(excepting fruit cakes, that need to ‘mature’) that win prizes.  
Do Your Homework 
The Quiz is worth 20 out of 100 points, and with winning margins 
just one or two points, a wrong answer here could cost you the 
trophy.  Quiz master Eddie Sijnstra’s questions focus on practical 
beekeeping knowledge so teams fielding the widest range of 
experience are bound to do well. But beware: we all know the 
maxim about asking several beekeepers and getting back twice as 
many answers. Hint: Don’t make the mistake of debating the 
answers in your group and then missing the next question. That 
mistake stymied at least one club last year. Appoint a captain to 
decide on and write down your club’s answer and then shhhhush! 
for the next question.  
And every club has a chance! 
The ABA presents two trophies, one for the overall winner and 

one that factors in the size of the club (based on the number of financial members). At the end of 2017 the 
smallest ABA club had 24 members; the largest had 190. Ten of the 20 clubs had fewer than 50 members. 

VARROA Research Update  
While Australia still remains free of varroa, researchers overseas are 
scrambling to find better ways to control and, possibly, eliminate the deadly parasite  
In January, German researchers announced a promising discovery: lithium chloride, fed to bees in low concentrations, kills 
varroa but without appearing to harm live worker bees. The discovery was made by a team from the University of 
Hohenheim testing a technique called RNA interference. They were trying to turn off a gene that allows the parasites to 
flourish. However the mites feeding on bees that had ingested an experimental solution quickly died in large numbers, so 
scientists immediately turned their focus to the lithium chloride in the solution. Further work showed the compound was 
indeed toxic to mites. 
 
While the discovery is promising, scientists concede that much more work needs to be done to understand the biological 
processes, to test long term consequences and to devise ways lithium chloride could be administered safely and 
effectively to bee populations. But for now, researchers are pleased they stumbled on this potential new weapon against  
– as scientists precisely describe – “the haemolymph-sucking ectoparasitic mite Varroa destructor.” 

 
THROWING DOWN THE GAUNTLET  
Northern Rivers are current holders 

of the Col Pulling trophy and  
Robert Stone, president of the club, 
is confident they retain an almighty 

advantage going into this year’s 
competition:  

 “The Northern Rivers is God’s own 
country and it’s here that you’ll find 

the finest of the Gods’ nectars,” 
says Robert.  

(So what’s your club’s secret 
weapon?) 

 

Q: “HELP! WHAT NUMBER DO I PUT ON MY HIVE?”  

The ABA regularly hears from beekeepers who are confused by the rules 
Mark the brood box of each hive with what the NSW DPI refers to as your “registration number”.  If you registered 
recently, it will be two letters – N for New South Wales, and then the first letter of your surname – followed by three 
or four numbers. Do not get confused by two other numbers on DPI forms – the GLS Licence Number and the Renewal 
Number. These codes are purely for keeping track of records in the department’s systems and can be up to 11 digits.  
 
Your beekeeper rego should be “clearly displayed” on the broodbox of each hive – permanent marker or paint is fine, 
though some beekeepers prefer to use a branding iron for security as a seared mark is difficult to disguise or remove. 
 
If you put swarm catching boxes outside your home property, you must put your rego number PLUS your name and 
contact number in characters at least 25mm tall on each box.  

 

To read the scientific paper, go to 
https://www.nature.com/articles/
s41598-017-19137-5 
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The ABA is inviting a fabulous range of presenters for our inaugural conference, at diggers@the 
entrance on the Central Coast. It’s a lineup to appeal to the experienced beekeeper and the novice alike, 
with talks by bee experts and well known and respected identities. So expect variety, lots of new things 
to learn and a packed day of entertainment! Our MC for the day is local ABC Radio host Scott Levi. 
 
Confirmed speakers include: 

• Official opening by the Governor of NSW – and recreational beekeeper – His Excellency DAVID HURLEY  

• COSTA GEORGIADIS, host of ABC’s Gardening Australia, on Planting for Bees 

• STUART ANDERSON, co-inventor of the Flow Hive, on The Flow Hive Three Years On 

• DR MARK GRECO, a bee behaviour researcher at Charles Sturt University, on How bees learn and respond to 

our changing environment 

• DR EMILY REMNANT, molecular geneticist at University of Sydney, on Bees and developing virus resistance  

• DES CANNON, editor of the Australasian Beekeeper on Turning your beekeeping hobby into a business 

• DR ROMINA RADER, a lecturer in community ecology at University of New England, on Managed and wild 

bees as agricultural pollinators 

• PROF SIMON HABERLE, a palynologist (pollen expert) at Australian National University, on the Australasian 

pollen and spore atlas and how pollen tells us about landscape changes  

We urge you to book your tickets early so you don’t miss out. Our auditorium has limited capacity, so when the seats are 
sold, that’s it!  Each $80 ticket covers much more than the presentations. It gets you Saturday morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon refreshments; plus entry into the Field Day and Trade Show at Gosford Showground on the Sunday.  
Visitors to the Central Coast this weekend can also join other beekeepers for an informal dinner and free bee-themed 
movie on the Friday night; and a special three-course dinner on Saturday night.  (Tickets $45pp and must be booked.) 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: COL PULLING COMPETITION This year the Apiary 
products section will be judged during Saturday’s conference 
programme. (You do not need to buy a conference ticket to view the 
apiary products or the photographic entries on display.)  
 
On Sunday, the range of activities includes an ABA member breakfast, 
announcement of the Col Pulling and Bruce White trophy winners, 
award presentations, ABA AGM, and, of course, a Field Day and Trade 
Show at Gosford Showground. This is located at 84A Showground Rd, 
Gosford NSW 2250. 
  
To secure your conference and dinner tickets, go to beekeepers.asn.au and then select Events - 2018 ABA Conference. 
Payment is by credit or debit card. Members of the ABA and other beekeeping organisations can purchase tickets for $80. 
Saturday night dinner tickets are $45pp. 

ANNOUNCING 
OUR 2018 

CONFERENCE

Members $80 
Non-members $100 

PLANNING A TRIP TO THE CONFERENCE? 
Onsite crèche and accommodation is 

available at your own expense. The Central 
Coast has a range of places to stay to suit 

most budgets. In late January online 
booking sites (expedia.com, 

trivago.com.au, stayz.com.au, 
airbnb.com.au etc) listed plenty of 

availability. (Tip: check online but then ring 
direct to see if you can get a better deal.) 
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HONEY LABELS – ARE YOU READY?  
NEW REGULATIONS BEGIN JULY 1  
If you sell your honey, you have until July to comply with new Country of Origin labelling standards.   
We make it easy to understand the changes and show you how to get the new symbols for free 
 

HONEY IS CLASSIFIED as a ‘priority food’ under the new standard. (Foods are either priority or 
non-priority.) The priority classification means local beekeepers who sell their honey will need to 
include on their labels a box containing three elements – the kangaroo in a triangle symbol to 
identify the food’s Australian origin, a bar-chart to indicate the proportion of Australian content, 
and explanatory wording. This box will need to be on labels by July. 
 
The new rules apply if you are offering your honey for sale at a store or market. However, honey 
sold at a fund-raising event, such as a school fete, or direct to an end-user such as a restaurant is 
exempt. (And, of course, the government can’t tell you how to label the honey you give away to 

friends and relatives.)  
 
To find out what you need to include on your jars or tubs, go to the online tool available on the business website of 
the Australian Government. This tool guides you through a series of questions to find out which label is most 
appropriate for your product, then allows you to download the right symbol in a choice of formats.  
www.originlabeltool.business.gov.au 
 
Typically, for honey extracted from hives in Australia and packaged here with no other ingredients, the online tool 
will create an element for you containing the Australian kangaroo symbol, a bar chart showing 100% filled in, and 
allow you to select from a range of short descriptions. The words “Australian 
Honey”, “Produce of Australia”, “Product of Australia” or “Produced in  
Australia” are all acceptable. 
 
The standard does not set a minimum size for the country-of-origin element on 
your labels, only that it must be displayed in its entirety in English, be legible 
and prominent. In other words: clearly visible so consumers can understand it.   
 
The standard allows for packages with a surface area of less than 100cm2.  to omit the kangaroo and bar-chart 
elements and simply include the explanatory words in a box. If you think 100cm2 sounds large, it’s not. That’s a very 
small sample jar less than five centimetres tall.  Need to check the area of your jars?   Google on ‘surface area of  
cylinder’ to find how to calculate the numbers. 
 
For further information on the new rules, go to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission website at 
www.acc.gov.au/cool, or check out the resources on our website at beekeepers.asn.au 
 

Remember: you’ve got until July 2018 to adopt the new label rules 
UPDATED FROM A STORY THAT APPEARED IN THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER IN APRIL 2017 

DOUG PURDIE RESIGNS FROM ABA ROLE 
Doug has resigned from his role as ABA Biosecurity Officer due to personal reasons. Doug had 
served on the executive since 2011, first as Vice President, then as President between 2012 and 
2014, and more recently as Membership Officer and Biosecurity Officer. Doug is well known for 
pioneering beekeeping on Sydney high-rises and promoting backyard beekeeping through 
media and books, and is passionate about representing the interests of recreational beekeepers 
and bees in general. Over more than seven years he has donated huge amounts of his time and 
resources travelling to meetings around NSW, working with officials, fellow beekeepers and 
industry contacts to champion strong biosecurity. Doug is an ideas person who rarely missed a 
meeting while serving on the executive.  

 
The ABA and the executive heartily thank Doug for his very considerable energies and wisdom. 

http://www.originlabeltool.business.gov.au/
http://www.acc.gov.au/cool
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WANTED: SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW VOLUNTEERS  
Each year ABA members promote NSW honey and honey products to thousands of visitors at the Sydney Royal Easter 
Show. Can you help out this year? A message from Mark Page NSWAA Honeyland coordinator 2018 

 

A TRIBUTE:  

John Humphries 
 

John Richard Humphries, Hunter Valley Branch member 
and a former president of the ABA, died on Christmas 
Day 2017, after a long battle with respiratory illness.  
 
Born in Ipswich in Suffolk, England, in 1946, John migrated to 
Australia in his mid 20s as a "Ten Pound Pom". After meeting Sue 
in Sydney, they married and settled in Medowie.  
 
John’s grandfather had been a beekeeper, and when he died his daughters followed local tradition and explained to his 
bees that they had lost their carer and were now on their own. With beekeeping embedded in John's genes and settling in 
an area of Australia considered a paradise for urban beekeeping, it was inevitable that John should take up the hobby. In 
the 1990s, John joined the Hunter Valley Branch of the Amateur Beekeeping Association of NSW, and was destined to 
make major and memorable contributions to that organisation at local and state level.  
 
In his own branch, John served as secretary in the late 1990s and as president in the early 2000s. He was always involved 
with some aspect of the club – in the apiary, in public interaction at shows and with community activities. 
 
At a state level, John served on the ABA Council for many years, travelling to meetings around the state to represent his 
branch. He was elected ABA president between 2004 and 2007, vice-president for many years, and editor of The Amateur 
Beekeeper from 2001 to 2013. 
 
During his stint as president, John guided the association through its most troubled years. The early 2000s was a period of 
apathy in the ABA with members reluctant to accept the responsibilities of office. Elected president in 2004, John and a 
couple of other loyal members carried the Association through this lean period till it came to a crisis when his maximum 
three-year term was coming to an end.  He forced the issue by foreshadowing a motion at the 2007 AGM to dissolve the 
Association if an executive could not be elected. Mercifully a new team of office bearers stepped up and subsequently 
guided the association into years of unprecedented growth and prosperity.  
 
Seven years later John's achievement was acknowledged in The Amateur Beekeeper: 
"We should all remember . . . the ABA had a 'near death' experience when for several years only two members, (John 
Humphries and Ken Mooney) would volunteer to serve on the ABA Council Executive. They literally saved the ABA from 
extinction. The ABA is now in a more fortunate place but the commitment of those who serve on the ABA Executive should 
always be recognised. " John’s services to the ABA were rewarded with life membership in 2012.  
 
Colleagues knew John as an unassuming, self-effacing quiet achiever whose friendship and wise counsel are sorely 
missed. As chairman of meetings he was never ruffled, keeping a level head when all around him others seemed to be 
losing theirs. Personally, I always enjoyed his company, in the apiary, in public activities and socially.  
 
John is survived by Sue, after a married partnership of 45 years.                               
             –JIM WRIGHT 

On behalf of the NSW Apiarists Association we offer the opportunity to volunteer to assist with 
Honeyland at the Sydney Royal Easter Show 23 March – 3 April 2018, 

This is an experience and also great to catch up with like-minded beekeepers and have a look 
around. Entry ticket with rail pass will be provided.  
If you are interested please contact me no later than 1 March  

Mark Page mpage6541@gmail.com or mobile 0448 444 606      

 

mailto:mpage6541@gmail.com
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SUPPORT AMATEUR BEEKEEPING IN NSW 
BUCKET HATS! BAGS! BADGES AND KEYRINGS! 
A range of ABA items are available online and at ABA events 

and are priced very reasonably.  
So snap up an enzyme-washed 
cotton bucket hat for $15, a 
cotton canvas tote for $15, 
enamel keyring for $8 or lapel 
pin for $7.  

And we still have classic-design spoons and pins. Check out 
the range now at beekeepers.asn.au/shop 

NEXT ABA EVENTS:  
Yass Field Day 17 February 
ABA Council Meeting 18 February 
 
The ABA will continue its tradition of supporting country beekeeping clubs by combining with the Yass and District 
Beekeepers Club to hold a Beekeeping Field Day and an ABA Council Meeting at Yass in February. 

 
Saturday 
Field Day commences at 10.45 am with a brief meeting outside the CWA Hall in Banjo Paterson Park, 78 Meehan St, Yass. 
From there, attendees will move to 35 Links Road (home of Joe Morrisey)  where Bruce White will open a beehive. A light 
lunch will be available at the CWA Hall and, after lunch, presentations begin at 1.30 pm and include First Aid for 
Beekeepers and other important topics, plus a forum on the ABA and how it operates. 
Saturday dinner is organised at the golf club in Worth St – attendance requires an RSVP to Rod on 
smd_rrt@bigpond.net.au.  
 
Sunday 
An ABA Council Meeting will be held in the CWA Hall from 9 am. All ABA 
members can attend and contribute to the decisions made. 
Significant topics will include: 

• Progress on the inaugural ABA Conference, AGM and Trade Show 
in May 

• ABA finances 

• Recent meetings between ABA and NSW DPI 

• Resolution of some beekeeping insurance questions 

• Organisation for Col Pulling Competition 

• Integrated beekeeping education programme 

• ABA history published 

• AFB detection month review 

• Varroa detection month in April 

APRIL IS VARROA MONTH 
Get Your Sugar Shake Training 
The DPI is launching Varroa Detection Month in April.  
Next issue we will be outlining just how all ABA members can become involved. 
Central to this will be helping members learn how to effectively perform a sugar 

shake test – something that is now becoming a core skill for beekeepers. Biosecurity checks are mandatory and you now 
need to look for arthropods such as varroa at least twice a year to comply with your legal responsibilities 
.  
Keep at look out for information we’ll be distributing soon on how ABA members can participate in Varroa Detection 
Month in April, with demos, information packs and hundreds of free sugar shake kits distributed to local clubs.  

mailto:smd_rrt@bigpond.net.au
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 CONGRATULATIONS  
. . . TO THE MANY ABA MEMBERS who have entries in this year’s Sydney Royal National Honey 
Show. With 390 entries received by the January deadline it’s obvious all things apiary are as 

popular as ever. “In view of the production season, 390 entries is excellent,” says ABA president and long-time 
Honeyland coordinator Bruce White, noting that this year’s tally is only six shy of last year’s record 396.  
 
“The judging has been taking longer and longer but this year for the first time a commercial mead producer will be 
judging the two mead classes,” says Bruce.  
 

Results are released after 4pm on 22 March, the day before the Easter Show opens to the public.  

THE INVETERATE INVENTOR is . . . 
containing the uncapping mess  

The invertebrate inventor has a motorised three-frame extractor and the standard de-
capping tray and electric knife. 
 
The extractor can be spinning away with its three honey frames while the next lot of frames 
are de-capped. But once the first frame is de-capped, what to do with it while the next ones 
are de-capped? 
 
Building a separate frame holder over a tray 
similar to the rack and tray on a “commercial” 
de-capping line seems elaborate and would be 

yet another item to be cleaned at the end of the honey extraction. 
 
Leaning it against then end of the de-capping tray is a recipe for a steady flow 
of honey down the outside of the tray onto the floor. 

 
So how to hold the uncapped frames 
up inside the capping tray while they 
await their turn in the extractor? 
 
The answer is a simple frame 
which supports the frames inside 
the edges of the de-capping tray 
so that any honey leakage occurs 
inside rather than outside the 
tray. 

 
The frame is made of 25 x 3mm 
aluminium side bars. A piece of 
light steel sheet is bent to form a 
lip to fix to the side rail of the 

extracting tray while a small length of timber provides the top rail to support the de-capped frames. 
 
Not the work of Einstein but definitely handy. 

Out now: ABA history, the book 
Jim Wright has finished his mammoth project to document the history of the ABA and its 20 affiliated clubs.  
Over many months, Jim spoke to many club members and experienced beekeepers to detail the development of 
the association across the years.  Jim also sifted through surviving minutes and records where they could be 
located. Jim has printed copies of his history available at $20 plus postage.  
To order, contact Jim by emailing  jwr81149@bigpond.net.au 
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Bunnings, Coles, Woolworths drop Confidor 
After more than 30,000 Australians signed an online petition, top retailers have dumped controversial garden 
insecticides containing neonicotides 
 
In coming months, insecticides such as Confidor, will be increasingly hard 
to find in Australian stores. as retailers including Bunnings, Woolworths, 
Coles and Mitre 10 bow to a consumer protest and remove ‘neonics’ from 
their shelves.  
 
Neonicotides were once used widely around the world to help farmers 
fight crop damaging pests. Recently they have been linked with bee 
population declines.  
 
Evidence is varied and at times contradictory, yet many are convinced the 
systemic pesticides do irreversible damage to bees. For that reason, many countries have moved to ban ‘neonics’ from 
commercial agriculture. The compounds, however, are still used widely in Australian farming – and until now were a 
mainstay in many gardeners’ cupboards.   
 
Garden supply companies are working on ranges of suitable alternatives to promote to hobby gardeners. Meanwhile old 
fashioned techniques such as using soap, companion plants, oils or Bt may work just as well, are gentler on ecosystems 
and are often considerably cheaper to boot.  
 

Using honey to research environmental pollutants  
Work by a team at Sydney’s Macquarie University confirms that bees and their 
products – honey and beeswax – can be used to identify levels of environmental 
contaminants, especially lead. By analysing a number of hives around metropolitan 
Sydney and at Broken Hill, researchers have shown that lead in the air, soil and dust 
correlate to the levels in foraging bees and the honey and wax they produce. Levels of 
lead from the mining city of Broken Hill were up to a 100 times greater than Sydney 
samples, though predictably samples collected around inner city and mixed 
industrial/residential areas of Sydney showed greater levels than samples from hives 
located near the National Park at Galston.   
The Amateur Beekeepers Association (NSW) provided a small grant to assist with the 
study’s analytical costs. 

LATEST CONTEST WINNER  

Congratulations go to Carmel Chillemi-Hall, a Central Coast beekeeper, who wins a 
free ticket to the ABA 2018 Conference. (Even more fortuitous: the conference is 
being held conveniently close to Carmel, on the Central Coast!) 
By renewing her ABA and club membership in December as well as pre-ordering a 
ticket to the conference, Carmel qualified for our latest draw. 
Carmel has been fascinated by bees since she noticed a swarm had landed in her 
compost bin in 2014. She called her local ABA club for help and the beekeeper who 
arrived to box the bees inspired Carmel to learn more. In November 2016, she got a 
split nuc from the club – and then her bee adventures really began! 
 
Carmel firmly believes that “if everyone became a bee custodian, the world would 
be a better place.” She’s looking forward to the conference, with plans to expand her 
apiary with a second hive . . . a Flow hive . . . perhaps a Warré . . . even a native hive. 
In answering the question, “How did you get into beekeeping?” Carmel is clear: 
“Beekeeping came to me.”  Congratulations Carmel!  
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A Sydney suburban resident found a bee swarm in the yard and was able to locate a beekeeper. The beekeeper arrived, 
moved the swarm into a bee box and retrieved the box that night. 
 
Lo and behold, the following day yet another swarm appeared. A different beekeeper called but again rehoused the 
swarm into a box and moved it that night. In both cases the bee box with the swarm was moved well away (over four 
kilometres) so the bees did not return. So far, so good, I hear you say. 

 
But yet another swarm appeared. This time the beekeeper collected the bees in a box, was in a hurry and so departed 
with them shortly after. Needless to say, a thousand odd field bees were left. They returned to the now departed colony 
and the home owner was stung with severe medical 
consequences. 
 
The story begs the obvious questions. 
 
Where did the bees come from? After the incident the hives 
that generated the swarms were located in a nearby 
backyard. It appears that the beekeeper responsible did not 
have the skills and/or the inclination to take steps to prevent 
swarming. 
 
Did the first two swarm collectors deal with the swarms in a 
professional way? Beyond doubt. 
 
Did the third swarm collector deal with the swarm in a 
responsible manner? Clearly not. 
 
How should the responsibility for this situation be 
apportioned between the beekeeper who owned the 
offending hives and the third swarm collector? 
 
Now that is a question well worth considering. 
 
Moral of this story: when collecting swarms every effort 
should be made to collect ALL the bees. That means housing 
them and waiting until well after dusk to remove them. 

 

“Stories I Hear”by Dave Wilson 
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ABA Club contacts 
To join a club, go to beekeepers.asn.au and click APPLY TO JOIN. Applications are forwarded to individual clubs for 
approval 
 

CLUB CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS 

Bathurst Diana Stewart bathurst.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Bega Valley Suellen O’Brien begavalley.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Central Coast Max Rae secretary@centralcoastbees.org  

Goulburn District Jane Suttle secretary@goulburnbeekeepers.asn.au  

Hawkesbury Sarah Bingham hawkesbury.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Hunter Valley Linda Winn pclawinn@bigpond.net.au 

Illawarra Geoff Henning lincres@ozemail.com.au  

Inner West Mel Barrs melbarrs@hotmail.com 

Macarthur Anna Grocholsky secretary@macbeekeepers.asn.au 

Manning Valley Vicki Grace covenanttreasures@msn.com  

Mid North Coast Philip Jury midnorthcoast.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au  

Mudgee Claudia Wythes claudia.wythes@watershedlandcare.com.au 

Nepean Sheila Stokes secretary@nepeanbeekeepers.com  

Northern Beaches Paul Hoskinson northernbeaches.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au 

Northern Rivers Sally McMahon sallyandkids13@gmail.com 

Parramatta Robyn Alderton parramattabeekeepers@hotmail.com  

Shoalhaven Tim Haddad shoalhavenbeekeepers@gmail.com  

Southern Highlands Jim Stonier jwstonier@bigpond.com 

Sydney Central Phillip Crowley secretary@sydneybeeclub.org.au  

Yass and District Linda Swadling yass@beekeepers.asn.au 

USEFUL RESOURCES 
Check out the Resources For Beekeepers tab on the website at beekeepers.asn.au 
 
AFB resources are gathered together on the ABA website at beekeepers.asn.au/afb 

 
The new mandatory Beekeeping Code of Practice  https://goo.gl/fBjTZt 

 
The Amateur Beekeeper is distributed by email to members of the Amateur Beekeeping Association of NSW. 
Editor: Sue Carney (editor@beekeepers.asn.au).  
 
ABA President: Bruce White (president@beekeepers.asn.au). Vice President: Sheryl McIntosh 
(vicepresident@beekeepers.asn.au). Secretary: Dave Wilson (secretary@beekeepers.asn.au).  
Treasurer: Lyall Zweck (treasurer@beekepers.asn.au). Biosecurity Officer: vacant (biosecurity@beekeepers.asn.au). 
Web Administrator: Sheila Stokes (web@beekeepers.asn.au). Education Officer: Miskell Hampton 
(education@beekeepers.asn.au). Branch Development Officer: Len Verrenkamp (development@beekeepers.asn.au).  
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Conference weekend schedule  
Updates will be published online as more details become available.  
 
Please note, if you have already booked, we will be in touch shortly with information about your ticket. 
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