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President’s Report 
We were welcomed by Shariff and Yvette to their home at Nana 
Glen. A beautiful sunny day, as always it seems.

A regular meeting was held. Apart from the usual, some 
discussion was had around the Biosecurity letter that registered 
beekeepers have or are receiving. There are a number of 
conditions coming into effect from July 2020, which we shall all 
have to adhere to. 

The group then divided into two for the “activity” for the day. One group was lead by Merv McDonald, an 
experienced, visiting beekeeper from The Northern Rivers ABA. Merv runs about 90 hives. I bought some 
excellent bees from Merv many years ago and it was good to finally catch up with him again.

The other group was lead by Frank and myself. Frank is an extremely knowledgeable and practical beekeeper. 
He may not realise it, but he has taught me many things over the years.

It had been some time since Shariff had done a close 
inspection of his hives, so was a little uncertain of 
their status. “Please check for diseases; do they 
need another super? Do what is required, I won’t 
be able to get back to them for a month”, were the 
general instructions. 

Basically, the hives were in good health for coming 
out of winter. A little chalkbrood and nosema was 
noticed. This should correct itself as the season 
improves. If not, consider requeening. Quite a bit 
of condensation under the lids of some hives was 
observed and could have contributed to the above 
observations. Although there were beetle traps, 
there were still quite a few SHB. There were good 
populations of bees in the brood boxes, but not 
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much in the way of reserves or bees working in the 
super. One hive which had two supers was reduced 
back to one. 

Some frame manipulation was done and more 
beetle traps placed inside, so the hives should be 
right until Shariff can get back to them next month.

After a great lunch and clean up, some flower 
identification, discussion and raffle concluded the 
day.

The next meeting, to be confirmed, will be at Darren 
Barber’s on Scotts Head road. Although some may 
think that this is a long way south to travel, it is only 
fair that we give the “southerners” a chance to host 
a meeting. Darren rarely misses a meeting, travelling 
to the far-flung corners of the north on occasions. 

Let’s make his day a big one!

To conclude, thank you again to Shariff and Yvette. Thank you to everyone involved in the efficient lunch 
preparation and clean up. Also, to those who set up and helped pack up the trailer. It is very much appreciated.

My next course for beginners will be at Merridy’s place, Bellingen on the 28th and 29th September. Contact 
myself or Merridy if you are interested. My email is beekeepingworkshops@gmail.com.

Regards

Allan
President

Frank’s Hive Hint No 8
Now that the cold weather is over, you may do a bit more manipulation with the hive but take the precaution 
of not leaving the brood out too long.

Bees may not be progressing in some hives. Check the population and brood pattern. Make sure the queen 
is present. If you can’t find her look for eggs or young brood. Check if bees have stores of honey and pollen. 
Examine all brood combs for signs of disease.

Make sure strong hives don’t become overcrowded or start queen cells. Sometimes bees are determined to 
swarm, but much can be done to prevent it. Enlarge the entrance if it has been restricted. Give foundation as 
this is the time bees like to build rather than store honey.

This time of the year strong hives can be split but don’t be too ambitious, causing your strong hive to become 
weak. Consider the prospects for honey and pollen and the weather for the next few weeks. If nothing is 
coming in the hives won’t prosper, bees won’t build new comb and foundation will be chewed and warped. Be 
a good observer. 

LOVE THOSE BEES.

Merv’s Hive inspection
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Seasonal Management 

You should have your supers and frames ready to go, as it looks like spring will be here right on time. There’s 
quite a bit of good flowering going on, but with this ongoing drought, it remains to be seen how long this can 
continue. 

Spring
◊ Inspect the colony for disease

◊ Inspect for presence and condition of the queen, 
and order new queens, if needed. You can re-
queen in late spring

◊ Prepare materials for catching a swarm

◊ Prepare to minimise swarming in your own 
colony

◊ Introduce new combs (if there is an expected 
nectar flow)

◊ Split the colony to reduce congestion

◊ Split colonies to increase hive numbers

Ref. Bee Agskills  -NSWDPI

Swarming
1. Swarming cannot be managed

◊   The incidence of swarming can only be reduced by keeping your eyes on the ground when approaching 
the apiary.

◊  Only other people’s bees swarm on to low branches.

◊  A queen can be easily found when there is no need to find her.

◊  The difficulty of introducing a queen directly increases with the cost.

◊  Swarming can only be prevented by keeping hens instead of bees.

2. Bees swarm when the hive is full of brood and adult bees, a time when incoming nectar and pollen are 
usually abundant. Swarming is initiated when there is a reduction in the supply of scent (pheromone) 
produced by the queen bees mandibular glands. (Pheromone normally stops the worker bees from 
producing queen cells).

A mass of worker bees hanging out the front of the hive may be an indication that a colony is about to swarm.

The bees are usually very active and their buzzing is often louder than usual.

Following the swarm leaving in a confused and disorganised manner, the swarm will settle in some nearby 
place while scout bees fly out looking for suitable new nesting sites. They will move again after an indefinite 
time, ranging from a few minutes to several hours or days, and may travel a great distance.

If it is suspected the swarm originated from your apiary, it is good management to find the hive from which it 
came.

It is simple to find out which hive swarmed by checking the brood in each hive. Look for a hive with many 

Merv’s Hive inspection
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queen cells but no eggs. If a replacement queen is not readily available, break down most of the queen cells 
except for two or three large ones. Depending on the strength of the hive, remove excess honey supers 
because most of the bees will have gone with the swarm. Mark the hive, as it will take some time to build up 
even if the new queen is mated successfully. Check that the new queen is laying about three weeks after the 
hive swarmed. Requeening the hive with a strain less likely to swarm is advisable. No swarms means more 
honey production and less time wasted.

Ed: Info derived from the ‘bee book” by Peter Warhurst and Roger Goebel.

If interested in catching swarms why not register as a swarm-catcher on the ABA website

Making Wax 
Now’s a good time to have a go at making some wax out of your unusable frames and buckets of cappings.

Tips and Methods for Refining Wax

There are obviously many ways to do this but the following works for me. A solar heater is ideal, but if you 
don’t have one try this method.

*  It is a two-stage process - a wet stage and then heating the wax and filtering, which can be repeated if 
necessary.

*  Warning: Beeswax is highly flammable. 

*  Use dedicated processing equipment. I use two large steel pots obtained from an opportunity shop and 
large wooden spoons. Once used for wax don’t use for anything else. Only use steel equipment.

*  Best not to do it in the kitchen. I use an old Bar-B-Q and work in the carport. A small single burner camp 
stove would be sufficient, although you’d need to make sure it couldn’t be knocked over.

*  Bees will be attracted to the wax and the bucket of cappings.

Method

Stage 1
Fill the large pot 1/2 to 1/3 full of water. Add a tablespoon of vinegar to prevent saponification.

Heat the pot and add the wax by the handful. Cleaner wax produces lighter wax. I can usually add an entire 
14L yoghurt container of wax.

I find that old brood wax produces such a small amount of good wax that it is not worthwhile. 

Push down so the water covers the wax and stir occasionally as you heat this mixture. Pick out any undesirable 
matter such as bee bodies, vegetable matter, timber, Wax moth and SHB larvae, as you stir. You might want to 
wear a mask to reduce your intake of fumes.

The mixture will go through several stages and is not ready until it is all liquid with a brown film on top. Wax 
on the side of the pot and the on the spoon will melt back into the mixture.

It is ready when there is a layer of small whitish bubbles on the surface, when stirred this will look galactic.

Remove from heat, cover and leave overnight.

There will be a layer of wax on the top of the water that has solidified. It will be from a 1/2 inch to 1 inch thick. 
It will have shrunk away from the pot and is fairly easy to get out. After removal from the pot, scrape off the 
“scumgum” on the bottom.

Rinse this wax off and then it is ready for Stage 2.
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Stage 2
In the second large pot, which I keep for Stage 2 processing, add the stage 1 completed wax and put on the 
stove at medium heat. I like to almost continually stir this until it is liquid. Do not overheat! Do not do too 
much at once, unless you have a large mould, but then the filter may block up.

I fix a section of stocking with rubber bands over the mould and carefully pour the liquid wax into the mould. 
Try to reduce any spill, however, should there be any, then let it cool and scrape back into your wax bucket for 
next time.

Make sure the stocking filter doesn’t sag into the wax and then leave to cool. I prefer to remove the stocking 
and place a lid over the mould until it cools. The wax block is then ready for removal from the mould. If you 
can’t get the wax out of the mould, then take or cut the mould away from the wax. 

There may be a small amount of residue at the bottom. If there is too much, then the process can be repeated. 
The colour can range from light white, grey, to yellow, to orange, or light brown.

With a bit of luck, you may have a block of wax good enough to show!

Looking for a New Income 
Stream from your Bees
Brisbane Inventor, James Watts has invented a bee 
venom collector that does not harm the bees.

Venom is used in cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and 
medical research into dementia, HIV and Arthritis.

Internal collectors can have a 60% die-off rate. This 
battery-powered device is placed outside the hive 
near the entrance.

One in 10000 bees will react to an emitted low 
pulse in the device and they spray the device with a 
pheromone. The bees are attracted and sting a glass 
plate which collects the venom and does not hurt 
the bee.

Bees die because when they sting flesh the barb gets caught and they rip out their guts. With this device, only 
1 in 10000 bees die.

The venom sells for $120 a gram.

The bee venom collector sells from about $700. If your interested in reading more or purchasing go to:-

www.whalelabs.com.au/product.australian-beevenom-collector/

Changes to Beekeeper registration from 1st July 2020
By now all registered beekeepers in NSW would have a letter outlining these changes.

A new condition will come into effect 1st July 2020 requiring existing and new beekeepers registered in NSW 
to comply with the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice.

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (the code) has been developed by industry in 

Thanks to Darren for the photos
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collaboration with all states and territories to provide a national minimum standard for beekeeping practices. 
From 1st July 2020, it will be compulsory for beekeepers registered in NSW to ensure their management 
practices meet the minimum standards outlined in the Code.

Meeting these standards will not be a big change for beekeepers who have already adopted sound 
management practices in their beekeeping and comply with current requirements under the NSW Biosecurity 
Act 2015.

The Code is divided into parts. Part B of the Code is compulsory for all beekeepers. Part C applies only to 
beekeepers managing 50 hives or more. Part D is recommended, but not mandatory. A summary of new and 
existing requirements is available on the NSW DPI registration webpage.

It is the responsibility of all beekeepers to make sure they are complying with all relevant parts of the Code 
prior to 1st July 2020 to avoid possible penalties following this date

Changes for under 50 hives.

◊ Hives must be regularly inspected for pests and diseases. 3 brood inspections a year with record keeping.

◊ Records must be kept for pest, disease inspection and sampling.

Recommendation (but not enforceable) for beekeepers to maintain a barrier system of hive management.

For Sale
Pat Lynch from Bellingen is selling his hives.

There are 30 hives for sale. Each hive has a full depth brood box and two WSB supers. The bees are healthy 
and producing honey

Price is negotiable. First in, first served.

Pat will sell the lot together, or they can be bought individually.

Contact Pat after 6:00 pm on 6655 1853

General Business
Foundation and Apithor
Michael Worraker has our clubs supplies of Wax Foundation and Apithor SHB traps. Please contact him on 
0408 293 031 or by email. It makes sense that he has the club membership badges and logbooks, so this will 
happen after the next meeting.

Thanks to Michael for taking our bee suits home to give them a well-deserved wash.

Excess Honey? 

Contact Matt Connell - 6657 4174

Our drum is nearly full. Vendor declaration forms have been sent to all those who have given honey.

Please remember that our honey must meet certain standards and must be free from contaminants. Apithor 
is the only registered chemical SHB trap and it must be used correctly. Any possible contaminants in our honey 
make it unsaleable as it is tested. Our farm produced natural honey should be of the highest standard.  

Library 

Please make use of the library and return items ASAP.
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Work Wanted 

New member Wes Scrutton is looking for part-time work in the beekeeping field (either professional or large 
backyard operator) to further his experience in beekeeping.

Contact Wes -  by phone - 0437 156 286 or by email: wwwwes@gmail.com

Future Meetings
Looking ahead we have a vacancy for meetings in November, although Sharif has kindly offered to go again. 
We will decide on this at the next meeting.

Our club can only survive if we have venues to hold meetings. New venues are always welcome.

October - Leeharne Hawley at Coramba

November - Vacant

December - Xmas party at the Botanical Gardens

Next Meeting
Date:  Sunday, September 8th at Scotts Head Rd, Macksville.  

Phone:   Darren Barber  -  0428 937 738 

Address:   Opposite 755 Scott’s Head Road

  Macksville

Time:       10:00am for 10:30am start 

Activity:   There may be an hive activity, so please bring protective clothing. 

Lunch:   BBQ - $5.00 at 12:30pm – Please bring a luncheon item and something for morning tea/dessert. 

Please bring: A raffle prize. 

  A chair and your nametags. 

  Protective clothing.

Directions:  
Coming from the north take the Bald Hill Road at Macksville,  exit right at the first roundabout then cross the 
overpass bridge, then left at the next roundabout onto Giinagay Way ( which is the old highway). In a couple of 
kilometres turn right into Scott’s Head Road, continue approx 7.5 km. The turn into the property is on the right 
hand side about 100 m after Landy Drive. If you reach Grassy Head Road you have gone too far. This side of the 
property doesn’t have an address yet, but the other side of the property is 755 Scott’s Head Road. 

Directions from the south, probably easiest to take the same Bald Hill exit, left at the roundabout onto 
Giinagay Way then Scott’s Head Road as before.

Look for the Bee Meeting signs.

Enquiries:   

Mal Banks - 6649 0990    or  Michael Worraker - 0408 293 031 

Please give comments, ask questions, make suggestions, or give feedback at the next meeting. 
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