
Newsletter of the Mid North Coast Amateur Beekeeping Association

      The Bee Line

Join us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/Mid-North-Coast-
Amateur_Beekeepers-Association-Inc-333496536672637

President:     Allan Thomas  Ph:  0428 712 587,  email:  beekeepingworkshops@gmail.com
Secretary     Merridy Huxley,  email:  midnorthcoast.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
Treasurer/Membership Officer:   Mal Banks  Ph:  6649 0990,  emai:  midnorthcoast.membership@beekeepers.asn.au
Vice Presidents:     Don Wood, Merridy Huxley   Newsletter Editor:           Mal Banks
Public Officer:        Phil Jury  Ph:  6568 5655    Facebook Page Moderator:                     Glen Locke
Ass. Secretary/Publicity Officer:   Wendy Black     Technical Advisor:           Dasha Miller
Librarian:     Sue Moore  Ph:  0428 794 117   Ass. Librarian:            Elsbeth Haenggi

President’s Report
Christmas Meeting 9/12/18

It was great to see the roll up of so many members and 
guests to the last meeting of the year at Coffs Harbour 
Botanical Gardens.

Andrew Stirling (ex Forestry) lead those who were interested, 
on a guided walk through a section of the gardens. For those who could not hear him at the end of the conga 
line, we had a couple of our more experienced beekeepers at the back to pass on words of wisdom.

There was sufficient food and beverages to feed a small army and leftovers were not wasted, with members 
“saving” the remainder of the ham, black forest cake and so on.

As always, it was pleasing to see people pitch in to clean up. It makes it so much easier for the volunteers at 
the end to do the final pack up.

John Carroll kindly donated boxes of assembled frames to the Club, which sold very quickly. He also brought in 
a jar of “Creek Tea Tree Honey” for tasting. I found it to be a very pleasant/different honey, worth keeping and 
selling to “honey Connoisseurs”.

A member has lost a hive in recent times to hive beetle. Be vigilant and practice what you have learnt in 
relation to their control.

Thank you to fellow executives and to all those others who have helped make our meetings meaningful, 
socially interactive and a pleasant day out once a month. A special thank you to Phil Jury who has been a 
tower of strength to myself and the Club behind the scenes. Phil has decided to scale back due to personal/
family reasons. Merridy will be taking on the major secretarial role for the Club. Thank you Merridy.

Also, thank you to to those who willingly open up their homes and host meetings. It is a huge commitment 
to have up to 60 enthusiastic beekeepers and guests descend onto one’s property. Without this and your 
support, the Club would not be the successful organisation that it is.

Have a safe and happy Christmas break. See you all in February.

Regards

Allan
President

December 2018 Newsletter Next Meeting
Date:    10th February

Time:    To be advised

Address:  Glenreagh
      Further details to be
       advised in January’s 
      newsletter
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Thanks to all who helped prepare the 
catering for the day and it was great to 
see such a fantastic roll up.

Andrew’s walk was interesting and 
informative, but unfortunately in the 
area we walked in there were only 
indigenous gumtrees, so for me there 
still remains a great deal to learn as far 
as  identifying our native trees.

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  to All

And all the best for the 2019
Mal Banks

Club News
Congratulations and welcome to our 
new Secretary - Merridy.

Thanks to Phil for all his dedication and hard work.

Michael Worraker has our club’s supplies of wax foundation and Apithor SHB traps. Please contact him on 
0408 293031 or by email michael.worraker@gmail.com

Bear in mind he is very busy being a new Dad, Xmas and all.

Some of our members and ex-members were featured in a recent article, “The Hive of Life”, in the Coastbeat 
Magazine.

Jerome’s feature with his grand-daughters supplying the name and designing the label for his honey. - “Mila 
and Maple’s Arakoon Apiary” at South West Rocks.

Former member and founder of the Manning Valley branch, Vicki also has a feature.

It is good to see so many members moving ahead with their apiary enterprises. 

Future Meetings
The new year kicks off on February 10th at Glenreagh (my place).

Details will be in the January Newsletter.

Then in March at “Little Star Bees” at Misabotti.

April will most likely be at Bonville.

Service Directory for Members
For Sale

Noga Raba has a 10 frame hive and an 8 frame complete hive for sale. Brand new and for sale at cost price.

Phone 0434 680 775   or email nogaraba@gmail.com

Andrew and members at the Botanical Gardens
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Fees
As you are most likely aware, membership fees for 2019 are now due.

You have untill the 31st December to take advantage of the “early bird” discount. The fee is $30 and with 
insurance at $20, many members are taking up the insurance. Cheap buy for peace of mind. 

If you have not yet received a Payment request for your 2019 fees, you can go to beekeepers.asn.au and apply 
to join, create a password and then go to payment. There is a section on the payment request to receive a free 
apiary log book from the ABA. If you tick Free copy, it will be sent to our secretary and can be picked up at a 
meeting next year. If you want it posted to your address it will cost $5.

Already more than 55 have paid and over half have taken out insurance.

If you are having trouble with your payment please give me a call at 6649-0990  or contact Sheila Stokes by 
email web@beekeepers.asn.au

Frank’s Hive Hint No. 3
In my experience, around Coffs Harbour, which is a subtropical area, there are many more swarms than in 
cooler places.

In Summer, a lot of pollen triggers bees to swarm and they can settle in places not suitable for survival.

When Autumn comes, with more rain, they are washed out and abandon their unsuitable home.

The swarm will cluster, and move around from place to place, getting smaller and smaller as they have no 
replacements.

They can follow bees from a good apiary and cluster on or near a good hive. During the cool of the night they 
can take on the scent of the hive and get slowly in. They can kill the good queen and take over the hive and 
also bring disease without your notice.

Check the brood box regularly for the identity of the queen and the presence of disease.

LOVE THOSE BEES.

Irradiation of Bee Equipment
Gamma radiation has been used for over 35 years to ensure bee equipment is free from a variety of 
devastating pathogens.

Irradiation eliminates American Foulbrood, European Foulbrood, Fungal disease, and all insects and pests.

Gamma radiation is a chemical and heat free process. 

For information contact - Steritech (02) 8785 4400 or email sterinsw@steritech.com.au

Bees Go Silent during Total Solar Eclipses, New Research Shows
The total solar eclipse of 21 August 2017 traversed 5,000 km from coast to coast of North America. In its 
90-min span, sunlight dropped by three orders of magnitude and temperature by 10-15 degrees Celsius. To 
investigate impacts of these changes on bees, a team of professional and citizen scientists led by University 
of Missouri’s Professor Candace Galen monitored their flights acoustically in natural habitats of Pacific Coast, 
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Rocky Mountain, and Midwest regions. The results were clear and consistent at locations across the country: 
bees stopped flying during the period of total solar eclipse.

“We anticipated, based on the smattering of reports in the literature, that bee activity would drop as light 
dimmed during the eclipse and would reach a minimum at totality,” Professor Galen said.

“But, we had not expected that the change would be so abrupt, that bees would continue flying up until 
totality and only then stop, completely. It was like ‘lights out’ at summer camp! That surprised us.”

Supported by a grant from the American Astronomical Society, the project engaged more than 400 participants 
in setting up 16 monitoring stations.

At each location, small USB microphones were hung on lanyards near bee-pollinated flowers in areas away 
from foot and vehicle traffic. In some of the locations, light and temperature data were also captured.

Participants then sent the devices to the team’s lab, where the recordings were matched up with the eclipse 
periods from each location and analyzed for the number and duration of bee flight buzzes.

The recordings didn’t allow for differentiation between bee species, but participant observations indicated 
most bees monitored were bumblebees or honeybees.

The data showed that the insects remained active during the partial-eclipse phases both before and after 
totality, but they essentially ceased flying during the period of totality.

However, shortly before and shortly after totality, bee flights tended to be longer in duration than at times 
early in the pre-totality phase and late in post-totality.

The study authors interpret these longer flight durations as an indicator of slower flight under reduced light or 
possibly as the bees returning to their nests.

Bees commonly fly more slowly at dusk 
and return to their colonies at night, 
and so the same behavior triggered by a 
solar eclipse offers evidence about how 
they respond to environmental cues 
when those cues occur unexpectedly.

“The eclipse gave us an opportunity to 
ask whether the novel environmental 
context — mid-day, open skies — would 
alter the bees’ behavioral response to 
dim light and darkness. As we found, 
complete darkness elicits the same 
behavior in bees, regardless of timing 
or context. And that’s new information 
about bee cognition,” Professor Galen 
said.

This research was presented in a 
paper published in the Annals of the 
Entomological Society of America on 
October 10, 2018.

Reprinted from Sci-News.com

.

Acoustic monitoring of bee flight buzzes during the eclipse 
revealed an overall cessation of flight activity during totality. 

Image credit: Kevin McIver


