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President’s Report 
Our regular meeting was dispensed with as it was the long 
weekend and also coincided with the NSW ABA Conference and 
Col. Pulling inter-club competition.

The event was held at Western Sydney University, which was 
called Hawkesbury Ag College last time I visited.

There were quite a few Trade Stalls displaying and selling their 
wares. Always interesting to see what they have.

It was nice to bump into a couple of familiar faces 
from our club and the Northern Tablelands.

I transported our carefully packaged entries for 
the competition. There were five classes of honey 
in jars, a frame of honey in a display case, a block 
of wax, three moulded wax candles, and wax 
wraps. Mal had already sent in our club report and 
photograph.

Thank you very much to all those who contributed. 
Our entries stacked up well alongside other clubs.

The Trivia was held at the dinner and the points 
added to the competition as well.

For a while, I thought that I would be a team of 
one. Others had full “table teams” of at least six. 
Luckily, I discovered Peter and Alice from Armidale 
and we became a team to be reckoned with, 
gaining an equal highest score of nineteen out of 
twenty.

June 2019 Newsletter Next Meeting - AGM
Date:    14th July

Time:    10:00am for 10:30am 
      start

Address:  CHCC School 
      Bonville Creek Farm 
      Bonville Station Rd 
        Bonville NSW 2450

Phone:   Paul Campbell 
       0400 225 048    

A sample of our entries
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As I volunteered to act as “gopher” for the judging, I did not attend many lectures. I believe we will be able to 
view at least some transcripts in the ABA Newsletters.

At the time of my packing up and leaving, the scores had not been announced. I am sure we will know by the 
time this goes into the newsletter and will be printed elsewhere.

This was my first involvement and I would recommend it to you all. Even if you cannot attend, at least put your 
mind towards entering. There are so many categories, literally something for everyone. I think it is something 
that we should consider and prepare well beforehand. It is necessary to develop skills in the finer points of the 
various categories to be really competitive. Therefore, developing our knowledge and skills, which can only be 
a good thing.

If there is sufficient interest, I could invite ABA President Leonard (Len) VerrenKamp up to a meeting to 
“school” us. This could be the theme for one of our regular meetings. Please let me, Mal or Michael know your 
thoughts on this.

Regards

Allan
President

Colonel Pulling 2019
For the first time in my memory, three clubs (Central Coast, Illawarra and Parramatta) were equal first in the 
outright competition while in the small clubs competition for the Bruce White shield, Manning Valley was 
successful.

There has been little change in the ABA Executives though Miskell Hampton has stepped down from the 
Education position. Formal allocation of roles will occur at the next Executive Meeting. Until that time, the new 
executives will continue in their current roles with their usual email addresses.

On behalf of the ABA Executives, I wish to thank all those who participated in a great conference and a 
wonderful competition.

Cheers 

Dave Wilson 
Secretary ABA

Our club did very well and Al and friends did exceptionally well in the quiz component, coming equally first 
with a score of 19/20. We have a beekeeping genius as president of our club. Thanks to Al for putting in all the 
hard work and attending the Col. Pulling and ABA AGM.

I will attach the Colonel pulling scores for all clubs with this newsletter email.

In the total championship points, we came 4th, only 5 points behind the 3 clubs who tied for first.

We came 6th in the apiary products section - so there is room for improvement there.

We actually came 2nd in the club report, equal 3rd in the club initiative, and 7th in the club initiative.

Cheers

Mal 
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Creamed Honey by Frank & Faye
In last month’s entry on making creamed honey, there was an omission of an important step. Here is the 
correct method

Frank’s creamed honey recipe.

The best honey to use is light and sets with a fine grain. Ironbark and clover are good.

To start with, you will need a small amount, about 5% of your intended quantity.  

Put this in and out of the fridge for a few days until it starts to set. Now combine thoroughly with the larger 
amount of liquid honey in your mixing bucket, to help it set more quickly.  

Allow the honey to sit in a cool place until it sets to the required consistency. When pressed with the finger or 
other implement, there should be some resistance.

Now beat the honey until it’s light and smooth. Maybe 15 minutes.  Decant it into jars and place in the fridge 
for about a week to set. Keep about 5% to start your next batch.

After a week, take out one jar and keep it at room temperature for at least a day. Check to see if it is set. It 
should not separate or be pourable. If it is good, store the whole batch in a cool place or in the fridge.

If it is not set, empty your jars and allow to set firmer and beat again.

General Business
Club News
Michael Worraker has offered to fill the secretarial gap, so congratulations Michael. You will have plenty of 
help!

Many thanks to Merridy for offering to step in as acting secretary.

Foundation and Apithor
Michael Worraker has our clubs supplies of Wax Foundation and Apithor SHB traps. Please contact him on 
0408 293031 or by email. It makes sense that he has the club membership badges and logbooks, so this will 
happen after the next meeting.

Excess Honey? 

Contact Matt Connell - 6657 4174

Our drum is nearly full. Vendor declaration forms have been sent to all those who have given honey.

Please remember that our honey must meet certain standards and must be free from contaminants. Apithor 
is the only registered chemical SHB trap and it must be used correctly. Any possible contaminants in our honey 
make it unsaleable as it is tested. Our farm produced natural honey should be of the highest standard.  

Library 

Please make use of the library and return items ASAP.
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Bees in the News
A Swarm In June
Secretary Michael did a fantastic job of capturing a swarm with the help of Craig McMahon in Coffs Harbour 
the other day. – Yes, a swarm in June.

If you don’t believe me then watch this clip from Prime TV  - yes it was on TV.

https://www.prime7.com.au/news/9397-city-swarm

Fipronil Use 
Here is a link to a news story on the use of fipronil.

https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-18/apiarist-calls-for-fipronil-ban-after-bees-die/11216968?pfmred
ir=sm&sf214465745=1

Work Wanted 

New member Wes Scrutton is looking for part-time work in the beekeeping field (either professional or large 
backyard operator) to further his experience in beekeeping.

Contact Wes -  by phone - 0437 156 286 or by email: wwwwes@gmail.com

Future Meetings
Looking ahead, we have a vacancy for a meeting in September and November.

Our club can only survive if we have venues to hold meetings. New venues are always welcome.

August -  Sharif’s at Nana Glen

September - Vacant

October - Leeharne Hawley at Coramba

November - Vacant

December - Xmas party at the Botanical Gardens

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be at the Coffs Harbour Christian Community School at Bonville on the 14th July. This 
meeting will be our AGM, so please come along to elect your representative committee members for the 
upcoming year.

Date:  Sunday, July 14 at Bonville Creek Farm, Bonville.  

Phone:   Paul Campbell - 0400 225 048 

Address:   Bonville Creek Farm 

  Bonville Station Rd 

    Bonville 

Time:       10:00am for 10:30am start 

https://www.prime7.com.au/news/9397-city-swarm
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-18/apiarist-calls-for-fipronil-ban-after-bees-die/11216968?pfmredir=sm&sf214465745=1
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-18/apiarist-calls-for-fipronil-ban-after-bees-die/11216968?pfmredir=sm&sf214465745=1
mailto:wwwwes%40gmail.com?subject=
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Activity:   There may be an hive activity, so please bring protective clothing. 

  There will be a talk from New Horizons - re their beekeeping supplies.

Lunch:   $5.00 BBQ at 12:30pm – please bring a luncheon item and something for morning tea/dessert. 

Please bring: A raffle prize. 

  A chair and your nametags. 

Also, please bring plants you’ve seen bees on for identification. 

Directions:  
From the South: Turn off the highway at Archville Station Rd, then right at the roundabout onto Pine Creek 
Way. Take the second on the right (Bonville Station Rd) and follow it across the highway past the school, and 
near the end of the road turn into Bonville Creek Farm. 

From the North: Turn off the highway at the Lyons Rd turn off (Bonville), then right at the roundabout, cross 
the highway, and left at the roundabout onto Pine Creek Way. Turn left at Bonville Station Rd and follow to the 
farm as above. 

The exact location within the school grounds may change. 

Enquiries:   

Mal Banks - 6649 0990    or  Michael Worraker - 0408 293 031 

Please give comments, ask questions, make suggestions, or give feedback at the next meeting. 


