
Newsletter of the Mid North Coast Amateur Beekeeping Association

      The Bee Line

Join us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/Mid-North-Coast-
Amateur_Beekeepers-Association-Inc-333496536672637

President:     Allan Thomas  Ph:  0428 712 587,  email:  beekeepingworkshops@gmail.com
Secretary/Public Officer:     Phil Jury  Ph:  6568 5655,  email:  midnorthcoast.secretary@beekeepers.asn.au
Treasurer/Membership Officer:   Mal Banks  Ph:  6649 0990,  emai:  midnorthcoast.membership@beekeepers.asn.au
Vice Presidents:     Don Wood, Merridy Huxley
Newsletter Editor:    Mal Banks     Facebook Page Moderator:                     Glen Locke
Ass. Secretary/Publicity Officer:   Wendy Black     Technical Advisor:           Dasha Miller
Librarian:     Sue Moore  Ph:  0428 794 117   Ass. Librarian:            Elsbeth Haenggi

President’s Report
Thank you very much to Leeharne and Paul for hosting the 
meeting. It was perfect weather and a great venue for a day 
out.

Being the 11/11 we all observed a minute’s silence to reflect 
and remember.

Some flowering plants were brought in to add to the “calendar of flowering”. I also demonstrated the AFB 
diagnosis kit.There is also an EFB kit available. 

Leeharne has a flow hive that was “full to the brim”, so we were all able to observe one of the frames being 
“cracked” and honey flowing into jars. A nucleus hive had been created nearby and we found that it was also 
doing well.

It was pleasing to see everyone pitching in to clean up after the scrumptious lunch and also, the assistance 
to take down the shades and pack the trailer at the end of the day was greatly appreciated. What is that old 
saying? ....”many hands make light work”.

The question/answer session at the end put a few of us on the spot, but it was fun and spread a little 
knowledge.

I fully endorse Mal’s request to not be tempted to bring your dog(s) to bee meetings. As you know, meetings 
are held on private property and we don’t know in advance what the situation is at those properties or if they 
will be well received.

See you all at the Christmas meeting.

Regards,

Allan
President

November 2018 Newsletter Next Meeting
Date:    9th December

Time:    10am  for 10:30 start

Address:  North Coast Regional    
      Botanic Garden
      Corner of Hardacre St
      and Coff St, Coffs Harbour
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Hive Inspection
Firstly there was a quick demonstration on the art of 
lighting a smoker. Doing it properly will ensure the 
smoker lasts quite a while.
Leeharne had a Flow Hive and a nucleus hive.

Tips:

◊ If not using the feeder on a flow hive it is 
best to plug or block the feeder hole. If using 
foundationless frames it is best that they are 
wired to give strength. 

◊ If the honey is uncapped at the bottom of 
the flow frame the honey will flow out of the 
uncapped cells instead of out the tube. Corflute 
can be placed at the bottom of the box to assist 
with clean-up.

◊ It is a good idea to put a normal top super on so 
you can manage frames between the top super and 
the brood box. This can be placed above the brood 
and under the Flow Hive super.  A hybrid flow hive 
has some flow frames and some plastic or foundation 
frames, so you can manipulate frames with the brood 
box.

◊ Frames of honey can be frozen, to keep for future 
use. Freezing will also kill SHB and Wax Moth eggs.

Leeharne’s Flow Hive was opened and a frame was 
inspected, this was fully capped, and there was a 
demonstration of how to extract the honey. Note: 
Crack the frame bit by bit, about a 1/3 at a time, so 
not too much honey will flow onto the overflow tray.

The Nuc box was opened with the aim of finding 
the queen and marking her. With many eagle eyes 
watching, it took no time at all to find her. In fact it was 
a dead heat between Michael and Stan.

It was noted by Don that when moving frames across 
to the nucleus,  they should be kept together and not 
separated by empty wire frames.

After a fine lunch, there was a plant identification 
session, a brief Q & A session and a talk by Ross Wood. 
Ross has made some wire mesh queen cages and a 
few of these were sold, with Ross kindly donating the 
proceeds to the club.

The Hive Huddle

Don, Leeharne and the Nuc

Allan & Leeharne cracking the Flow Hive
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What’s flowering?
Grevillea, Red Cedar, Bottle Brush, Native Frangipani, Jacaranda, Lilli Pilli, White Mahogany.

In the garden - Duranta, Coriander, Honeysuckle vine, Magnolia, Hydrangea, Salvia, Curry tree, Pomegranate, 
Elderberry, climbing roses,

Weeds - privet, flatweed, fireweed, thistle, clover.

ABA Council Meeting - Gosford 10/11/2018
Merridy represented our club at the ABA council meeting.

Some points:  

1. Membership fees for 2019 have been set at $40, with a$10 early bird discount, making it $30, if paid 
before December 31st.

Please note: You will receive your payment request in early December. 

2. Insurance has been set at a flat rate of $20 up to 100 hives. It has been taken out with another company 
and there has been quite a saving.

3. The next ABA Conference will be held at Richmond on 7-9 June long weekend, 2019. Tickets will be $80 for 
members and $100 for non-members. 

4. The Colonel Pulling competition is being revamped and it looks like there will be mandatory categories and 
optional ones. There was heated discussion but it seems the cake and the photography will either become 
dropped or optional.

Tocal Field Day - 13/10/2018
Craig and Bronwyn McMahon attended and forwarded this report.

LOVED: 

◊ Excellent organisation, right down to the parking with plenty of volunteers to direct traffic. 

◊ Excellent venue with plenty of open areas and a large hall for presentations. 

◊ Presenters with sound knowledge and skills, such as mead making, creamed honey making, working a hive, 
building a hive/frames etc. How to use tools etc. 

◊ Really well organised with plenty to do for visitors. 

◊ Timed program with morning tea and lunch break with workshops provided during these times also. 

◊ Volunteers in high visibility vests walking around answering questions and providing directions. They asked 
everyone “can I help you with anything?” 

◊ Great workshops showing different aspects of beekeeping and how to do things like cleaning and re-
applying foundation to frames. Not only taught skills but sent visitors running off to the vendors to 
purchase the tools. 

◊ Tocal had a timber framed aviary with every panel covered in fly screen. A hive was contained inside and 
live demonstrations carried out safely. The presenter was fitted with a headphone speaker and he could 
talk and work easily. Plus the huge crowd in a tiered area could see easily and interact with the presenter. 



Page 4 of 7

Newsletter of the Mid North Coast Amateur Beekeeping Association

      The Bee Line

◊ Food stalls and coffee vendors available. 

◊ The sound and visual presentations were great. No problems hearing or seeing the presenters. 

◊ Good knowledge source having DPI and Tocal staff on hand to question and talk with. 

◊ Excellent printed material with the day’s timetable and workshops listed. 

◊ First aid table was present and three ambulance/first aid staff present all day. 

COULD IMPROVE: 

◊ The variety of retail traders could have been improved. All really had the same stock on hand not a lot of 
variety. 

◊ Not all had eftpos available and it’s a long way to a cash machine. 

◊ The timetable did not have locations of the workshops or displays noted and no one knew where some of 
the workshops are held. 

◊ Only having two food vendors meant huge queues even if you wanted a soft drink. 

◊ The raffle was drawn at 4pm and if you are not present to collect your prize you do not win. 

◊ Speak with presenters on the type of area they require to present, don’t put them in a hall with flat areas if 
they need a tiered area for better viewing of them working at ground level. 

They asked everyone present in the hall for a presentation to stand - then sit if you don’t have a hive yet. Half 
sat down, then they counted down to over 200 hives with only 1 gent owning over 200 hives. Majority had less 
than 2 hives and or none yet. Found this really interesting. 

They had done their homework as to the crowd they would attract and targeted their presentations 
accordingly. AFB presentation was explaining why it is so important for even a hobbyist with one hive to be 
compliant and to join a club. Lots of information available and displays of AFB frames to look at and smell. 
Really educating on biosecurity and AFB prevention and containment.

Phostoxin Use
The ABA has become aware that some clubs/members are using phostoxin without regard to its danger and 
the stringent rules limiting its use. This topic was resolved at the recent Council Meeting. The details follow:-

Dave Wilson contacted Safe Work NSW, NSW Environmental Protection Authority,  Australian Honey Bee 
Industry Council and Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Association.

Phostoxin ® and similar products (Aluminium Phosphide) produce phosphine when it becomes moist. The 
phosphine gas can be used to fumigate comb that is not in a hive to prevent insect attack. Both Phosphine and 
Aluminium Phosphide are Toxic.

Unless a beekeeper is a trained and a licenced pest exterminator, phosphine can only be used by beekeepers 
on a farm owned by the beekeeper or a farm where the beekeeper resides and then only if the beekeeper has 
current appropriate training in both chemical safety and fumigation.

There would be few beekeepers who satisfy these requirements and would be able to use these dangerous 
chemicals.
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Native Bees
Steve and Trudi Hayes recently held a Native Bee 
Seminar at Misabotti with Dr Tim Heard in attendance. 
Several of our members were present.

They will be holding a Native Bee Workshop on 12th 
February next year, and will be hosting the club’s 
March meeting.

Some points from the Seminar:

◊ Bees are in the same genus as ants and wasps. 
They are different because they are Herbivores - ie 
vegetarian, as they use pollen as protein instead of 
others that use insect prey.

◊ Bees can’t see red. They see left of the spectrum.

◊ There are 25,000 species in the world. More than birds and mammals. 2000 species in Australia

◊ 120 Million Years ago, flowering plants came into being. That’s when bees developed.

◊ Plant resins- Flavouroids - used as antimicrobial

          Terpenoids - repellents for ants etc

◊ Honey bees have wax scales underneath, Stingless bees have them on top.

◊ Small Hive Beetle, not a pest to Native bees.

◊ They defend by biting (don’t sting) and using resin. 

◊ Honey bees reuse brood cells. Hatch in 21 days, and live for 50 days
Stingless bees do not reuse cells, rebuild the hive every 50 days, hatch after 50 days, live for 100 days. And 
there are no pathogens.

◊ Don’t swarm. New virgin queen will set up a new hive within the flight range of the existing hive. Honey 
bees will set up in a larger flight area.

◊ Stingless bees will only fly 500m, unlike honeybees that go out kilometers.

◊ There are 600 types of stingless bees in the world, most through the tropics.

◊ The Australian Tetragonula Carbonaria, build hive in a spiral shape

◊ The honey from native bees has a water content of 25%. There is a problem then, calling it honey, as the 
Food Safety people say honey should have less than 20% water. So they are trying to redefine what it is 
that native bees produce.

◊ Two words to remember Weight and Wait. They weigh Stingless bee hives to see if they are ready to split. 
So you have to wait until the weight is right.

◊ Avoid midday and afternoon sun with native hives

◊ You get about 500g honey from a hive, but it is worth $130-140

Planting for Native Bees

The first step for attracting native bees is an obvious one: plant lots of flowers. Banksia, Callistemon and 
Melaleuca are all fantastic plant groups because they produce lots of pollen and nectar. Macadamia and 

Having a close look at a Native Bee Hive
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Leptospermum don’t have much useful pollen but 
they’re very rich in nectar where as some Acacia 
species (wattles) are packed with pollen. Lots of 
ground-dwelling bee species devour daisies and other 
shallow flowers.

As you might expect, many bees have developed 
special features to exploit plants from their region, 
so if you’re starting your garden from scratch, you 
should try for as many local plant species as possible. 
It’s important to remember that what’s indigenous to 
Innisfail may not be local to Lara. Find a nursery that 
has a selection of indigenous flowering plants (‘native’ 
plants are from anywhere in Australia, ‘indigenous’ 
plants are native to your local area) and try to be as 
diverse in your selection as possible. Not only will local 
plants help your bees, it’ll keep your garden looking 

great as indigenous plants are primed to thrive in the local climate and soils. Easy-care grass and non-flowering 
trees such as conifers offer nothing for native bees so avoid them when you can.

Need some help with your veggie patch? While some native bees are specialists, there are some fantastic 
generalist foragers that can pollinate introduced species of flowers. In fact, blue-banded bees are pros when it 
comes to buzz-pollinating tomato, capsicum, chilli and other nightshade plants.

One final tip – that might be tough for gardening gurus – is to let some of your weeds go to flower before 
pulling them out. They’re often some of the first plants to flower in spring and can provide an early leg-up for 
our buzzing buddies.

Info from CSIRO website - CSIROscope.

Wood treatment
Worried about using Copper Napthanate on your Hive boxes?

Here’s an alternative - Eco Wood treament - non-toxic, stain voc free.

Link : https://www.harmlesssolutions.co.nz/eco-wood-treatment

We’ll see what the brain trust says about it at the Xmas meeting.

Frank’s Hive Hint No. 2
Do you have a cranky hive? Do the bees in one hive sting more than others?

REMEDY 1:
At night, put a stake in the ground about 1/2 m in front of the hive. On
the stake hang some of your smelly clothing.
Smelly pants, sweaty shirts, dirty socks will do. Other family members may contribute.
Next morning the bees will be agitated and stinging the clothes. Eventually they will become accustomed to 
the smell and should sting less when they meet you.

REMEDY 2:
Kill the queen and unite with a calm hive by placing a sheet of newspaper over the super of the good hive and 
putting the cranky supers on top.

Sandy Morton’s photo of a honey bee and 
a native bee on a Port Wine Magnolia

https://www.harmlesssolutions.co.nz/eco-wood-treatment
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REMEDY 3:
Requeen with a gentle strain of bees.
LOVE THOSE BEES.

Service Directory for Members
Wanted to Buy

Pat Lynch is after a solar wax melter. 
Phone No: 6655 1853.

For Sale

Phil Jury has some 2 and 3 deck hives for sale.

Wax Foundation and Apithor SHB traps

Michael is the go to man for Foundation and
Apithor. His location is much more central than
mine.
Michael Worraker 15 Brennan Cct, Coffs Harbour
Mob: 0408 293 031

Honey Collection
PMatt Connell is ready to start collecting honey from members.
Phone 6657 4174

Next Meeting
MNC - Xmas Party

The next meeting will be held at the Coffs Harbour Botanical Gardens.

We have an area reserved.

Date:   9/12/2018
Address:  Corner of Hardacre St and Coff St, Coffs Harbour
Time:   Be there at 10:00 am, as at 10:30 we have a guided walk planned for plant identification, with
   an expert.
Lunch:   Xmas meats(Ham & Chicken), and liquid refreshments will be provided.

What to Bring 

• Please bring a salad or lunch item and a Xmas sweet item.
• Please bring a chair.

Please note there is no raffle or hive inspection.
Come along and celebrate Xmas with your Bee friends.

For more Information contact Mal Banks - 6649 0990 or Phil Jury - 6568 5655

Another photo from Leeharne and Paul’s

https://www.bing.com/search?q=coffs+harbour+botanical+gardens&pc=MOZI&form=MOZLBR
https://www.bing.com/search?q=coffs+harbour+botanical+gardens&pc=MOZI&form=MOZLBR

