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MNC ABA President’s Report 
A big thank you to our Coramba hosts, Leeharne and Paul. 

The day started a little on the cool side and a bit blustery, but 
brightened up by the time we inspected the flow hives.

There was a good role up and we welcomed a few new faces.

Merridy gave a report on her visit to the Tocal Field Day. Apart 
from learning a few new things and visiting the stallholders, she has returned with renewed motivation.

Fiona Chambers, the CEO of the Wheen Foundation, enlightened us about the history and role of the 
Foundation. Its primary role is research and to this end has recently forwarded $1.6m to the Queen Bee 
Breeding programme run out of Tocal. It has been matched by another $1.6m from the Govt’s Agri Futures 
Fund, making it $3.2m. A substantial amount in anyone’s language.

The Foundation is able to cover all of its 
overheads due to a bequest by Gretchen 
Wheen, a research scientist, who left 
her Richmond estate to establish the 
Foundation. However, it still requires 
ongoing assistance. Our Barbara has been 
very kind in this regard and Fiona filmed 
and interviewed her at length.

Fiona also spoke about the Wheen 
Foundation Ambassador Programme. 
Michael Worraker has expressed an 
interest in applying. This is sponsored to 
some degree, but the MNCABA may be 
asked to assist. Something to talk about, 
no hurry as it could be June next year.

The Film, “The Pollinators” will be shown 
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in Coffs Harbour on the 20th November. This is a change from the original date expressed on the day by Fiona, 
as there was a clash of dates. Watch for the advertisements. Tickets are pre-purchased and can’t be bought at 
the door.

Back to the hives…. Glen and Don lead the inspection. The original hive was very active and healthy. The 
second hive which was a “split” last year was not quite as active. It had some chalkbrood. Leeharne will 
requeen this hive to assist in its recovery. No honey was harvested.

As always, the lunch was superb. Thank you all for contributing to it and the raffle.

To the people who stay a little longer to assist packing up, to those who prepare the lunch, to those who wash 
up and those who run the library, thank you. It is greatly appreciated.

Regards

Allan
President

NSW Apiarists’ Association North Coast Branch
MEETING NOTICE 

Friday, 1st November, 

Agenda 

◊ 5:30 pm - Meeting of the NSWAA North Coast Branch 

◊ 6:30 pm - Guest speakers 

Guest Speakers – Rod Bourke and Stephen Green 

NSW beekeepers will be required to comply with the Australian Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of 
Practice from July 1st, 2020. Rod and Stephen will be in attendance to discuss elements of the code and means 
of compliance. 

Rod is the Bee Biosecurity Officer for NSW and Stephen a locally-based Regulatory Officer Biosecurity. 

Biosecurity is a critical element of honey bee management, directly affecting the health and sustainability of 
the industry. All beekeepers are welcome and encouraged to attend, regardless of NSWAA membership status 
or the number of hives managed. 

Grafton District Services Club  

105-107 Mary St, Grafton NSW 2460 

This is for amateur and professional beekeepers.

6:00 pm to 8 pm with the chance to talk and ask questions afterwards.

For Further Enquiries Call: 

Col - 0478 606 228 or 

David - 0444 513 771  
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Wheen Bee Foundation
Gretchen Wheen was a beekeeper 
and queen bee breeder who made 
an outstanding contribution to the 
Australian Beekeeping Industry. As well as 
commercial breeding success, she played 
a pivotal role in establishing and providing 
technical expertise to various research and 
breeding projects.

In 2008 Gretchen decided she wanted to 
leave her estate to be used to support 
activities that would benefit bee health 
and secure pollination for generations to 
come.

Fiona discussed some of the current 
objectives and plans of the foundation.

There is a lack of a national strategy of pollination, and primary industry is heavily reliant on it. 

In 2014-15, $101m worth of honey was produced - the value of pollination was $14b.

In November there is an Australian Pollinator Week, and there is also an on-line platform to raise awareness of 
all pollinators.

The film “The Pollinators” will be shown around Australia at 65 cinemas and Fiona will be on hand at every 
location for a presentation.

World Bee Day, an UN initiative, was in May.

The foundation has “Bee Double” which picks up produce to deliver to wholesale markets. It carries the 
message “Food Security Means Bee Security.”

A global report has revealed that beehives are on the increase in most countries (85%). Only a few countries 
have declining numbers - USA, Germany and Russia.

The Wheen Bee Foundation is a registered charity and welcomes donations.

Club News
October is AFB Awareness month - So inspect your hives. 

Inspect, Test, Notify and Act.

To notify NSW DPI of an AFB Detection or to seek advice call (02) 9741 4790 

For more information on AFB visit  www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity-bees

For essential information and links to forms and videos, go to beekeepers.asn.au/afb.

Fiona from the Wheen Bee Foundation
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General Business
Foundation and Apithor
Michael Worraker has our clubs supplies of Wax 
Foundation and Apithor SHB traps. Please contact 
him on 0408 293 031 or by email. The price of 
foundation will now be $2.50 per sheet.

Library - Please make use of the library and return 
items ASAP.

Bee Suits - Katrina and myself are in the process 
of repairing/replacing 4 of the club beesuits. Note: 
Most of the suits were damaged by rats, however, 
please be careful with the zips when donning and 
removing the suits.  

Club raffle - some equipment was purchased for the club raffle and 3 of these items were used in the last 
raffle.

Club equipment - Our new Bee Meeting signs were on display at Leeharne’s 

Tocal Field Day
As Al said, Merridy enjoyed the Tocal Field Day where there was much going on and with many excellent 
speakers. There was even an AFB sniffer dog (in training). 

She even saw Doug Sommerville’s new book which we should probably get for the club - well worth the cost. 
(Unfortunately Merridy did not win the raffle).

Honey and Pollen Flora of South-Eastern Australia

It is the culmination of 30 years of research by Dr Sommerville. Over 500 plants are photographed and 
described for identification, mapped, and given a star rating for their value to honey bees. An invaluable tool 
for beekeepers. 

Sale
Faye Karabaic will be having a sale of some quality beekeeping gear. It will be held at Faye’s next Saturday 26th 
October 

There will be a sale of beekeeping equipment, large and small items, as well as some free stuff.

Date:  Saturday, 26th October---after 9am.

Place:  27 Dyer Rd , Coffs Harbour.

Come and have a look and a cuppa or ring 6652 1712.

Leeharne with a brood frame
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European Foulbrood
European foulbrood (EFB) is caused by the bacterium Melissococcus pluton and has become one of the most 
serious bee diseases in NSW in terms of reduced productivity of affected hives. EFB can cause extensive losses 
in both amateur and commercial apiaries.

The disease remains in a vegetative cell state all the time and can remain viable for up to 3 years. Only when 
the disease is multiplying in the bee larvae is the bacterium susceptible to antibiotics. EFB is highly contagious 
with all stages of larvae development susceptible to infection. Incidences of the disease are strongly correlated 
with climatic and nutritional stress factors. Cooler wet weather and poor nutrition will promote the incidence 
of this disease. 

Signs of the Disease
◊ Brood affected with EFB may have a mottled, peppered appearance, with healthy brood cells intermingled 

with dead or dying ones.

◊ Larvae are mostly affected in the unsealed, curled up stage, although in severe cases brood of all ages may 
be affected. 

◊ Diseased larvae collapse and become dislodged from their normal position in the cells. Their colour 
changes from pearly white to yellow and finally, yellowish brown. After two to four weeks, larvae dry up to 
form a brown scale which can be easily removed from the cell. 

◊ In some cases, sealed brood is affected and the capped brood takes on a mottled appearance with 
scattered sunken and perforated cappings. Pupae may have a similar appearance to those affected by 
American foulbrood.

◊ The odour of infected brood varies from odourless to sour or foul, depending on the secondary invading 
bacteria present.

◊ Outer combs of the brood nest may show signs of the disease earlier and may have a heavier infection 
than inner combs in the same colony. 

◊ Dead brood probed with a matchstick usually has a watery consistency, although the sealed brown pupae 
may exhibit a slightly ropy consistency. 

◊ Worker bees may remove and discard diseased larvae as they die and thus a colony may show few signs of 
disease. 

Please go to the DPI link below to read the entire factsheet on EFB, including Diagnosis and Treatment

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/333388/European-foulbrood-and-its-control.pdf

Bees In The News
Bees and Maths
A recent story on the ABC news science was about bees and their ability to do maths. This includes being able 
to count to four, understand what zero means, and even solve simple addition and subtraction problems.

For the full story go to :

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-10-13/bees-numerical-cognition-maths-brains/11590430
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Future Meetings
November - Monica’s at Urunga

December - Xmas function at the Botanical Gardens, 
Coffs Harbour

January 2020 - No Meeting

February - Bundagen community - Bundagen

Course
EUCALYPTUS IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM
Held by Nambucca Valley Landcare and Macleay 
Landcare

Learn how to identify local Eucalyptus trees

Join Ross and Jan Macleay, botanist, author and educators for a practical learning session on how to identify 
local eucalyptus in a beautiful bush setting. Light refreshments provided.

Friday 8th November 2019  (9:30 am - 2:00 pm)

Meet at the Grassy Heads Volunteer Nursery

Reserve Rd Grassy Head (past the caravan park)

Cost: Free

RSVP :  6564 7838

admin@nvlandcare.org.au

* Please wear a hat, boots and long pants

Recipe for Xmas
Panforte
Preparation 30 mins, Cooking time 30 mins. Makes 30 small pieces

Ingredients:

Bees enjoying the very short flowering of a cactus

◊ Butter, for greasing

◊ 120g skinned hazelnuts, toasted

◊ 120g blanched almonds, toasted

◊ 250 g candied peel

◊ 75g plain flour

◊ 30g cocoa powder

◊ 60g dried figs, chopped

◊ Grated zest of 1 lemon

◊ 1 tsp ground cinnamon

◊ 1/2 tsp ground coriander

◊ 1/2 tsp ground cloves

◊ 1/2 tsp freshly grated nutmeg

◊ 150g caster sugar

◊ 150g runny honey

◊ 30g unsalted butter
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Step1 - Preheat oven to 130° C fan-forced (150°C conventional). Grease and fully line a 22cm round (or 20cm 
square) loose-bottomed cake pan with buttered baking paper

Step2 - Roughly chop nuts and put in a large bowl with peel, flour, cocoa powder, figs, lemon zest and spices.

Step3 - Put sugar, honey and butter in a saucepan over low heat. Cook gently, stirring until sugar dissolves. 
Keep stirring until sugar thermometer reads 115°C. Working quickly, pour hot syrup onto dry ingredients, stir, 
then spoon into prepared tin. Smooth top with spatula.

Step4 - Bake for 30 minutes. Cool on a rack until firm to touch, then invert onto new baking paper.

* Wrap cold panaforte well in foil, then store in a cool, dark cupboard for about 1 week before serving. It will 
keep for up to 3 weeks if stored in an airtight container at room temperature.

* October Better Homes and Gardens (Christmas section)

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at the home of Monica 
Rich at Urunga.

Date:  Sunday, November 10th   
Phone:   0419 298 586 
Address:   8 Melaleuca Rd 
  Urunga
Time:       10:00am for 10:30am start 
Activity:   There will be a hive inspection, so please 
bring protective clothing. 
Lunch:   A BBQ lunch will be provided  
Cost:    $5.00
Please bring: 

◊ A luncheon item and a dessert/morning tea item
◊ A raffle prize would be greatly appreciated. This is a great way to raise funds for the club. 

The club has recently bought some beekeeping equipment to spice up the raffle. 
◊ A chair and your nametags. 
◊ Protective clothing.

Directions:  Monica’s home is near the “Honey Place”

From the North, drive along the Old Pacific Hwy (Giinagay Way), turn right just past the “Sudden Comfort 
Motel”, into Ranger St, left into Rosedale Drive, then right into Burrawong Pde. Melaleuca Pl is the 2nd street 
on the right. Monica’s house is on the corner. 

From the South, turn left first street after the Honey Place and follow the above directions.

It is a small cul-de-sac, so parking is best in Burrawong Pde. Take care to avoid the Burmese cat please!

Look for the Bee Meeting signs.

Enquiries:   

Mal Banks - 6649 0990    or  Michael Worraker - 0408 293 031 

Please give comments, ask questions, make suggestions, or give feedback at the next meeting. 


