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President’s Report 
Meeting at Anne and Glenn’s, Nana Glen, 9th September 2018 

An early morning executive meeting was held. We will do this 

periodically to assist in maintaining a focus and address any issues 

which may arise. 

Attendance: Myself (Allan), Phil, Mal, Don, Merridy, Dasha, Matt, 

Suzanne . 

Main Points arising: 

 Article in ABK, re use of home-made chemical devices to 

control Small Hive Beetle. This Club has and always will, promote best practice. Apithor is the only 

registered device known to us at this stage. The Club always has these for sale at cost. They are 

placed on the bottom board, under the brood frames. They last for about 3 months. 

 An item went missing from the raffle table prior to the raffle! 

 Library. Please ensure that you fill out the card when borrowing and return the book promptly when 

finished. 

 We are a growing Club with over 100 members which brings some logistical issues. Do what you can 

at meetings to assist eg setting and packing up, cleaning dishes, hanging on to coffee cup etc. Also at 

demonstrations be mindful of others, eg taller people at the back, shorter at the front, don’t crowd 

in too much etc. 

 Please wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), at least veils. Most hives are fine to work with but 

we have had the occasional aggressive hive. The Club owns equipment, please use it if you don’t 

have your own. 

 Our sponsorship of a Northern Tablelands Club. Critical mass (10 members) has been reached. 

Information from Phil to Allan will be passed on at their next meeting to assist the formation of this 

new club.  

 Feedback required re the Colonel Pulling competition. 

Next Meeting: 

Date:  14th October  

Time:  10am for 10:30  

  start 

Address:  Bonville Creek Farm 

  Bonville Station Rd. 

  Bonville Creek   

  Bonville 

Phone:  0400 225 048  
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 Honey Drums have arrived. Some procedures/standards to be worked through before collecting 

honey for sale. 

 Christmas party arrangements. More later. 

Thanks to Glen and Anne for allowing us to descend on their domain. It was a perfect Spring beekeeper’s 

day. Glen even “arranged” a couple of hives to swarm for demonstration purposes. 

Guests for the day included Steve Green, Senior Regulatory Officer who works with Anne, and Mark Page, 

Department of Primary Industries (DPI). 

Steve has been checking hives for disease and strength related to blueberry pollination. Hives must be 

very strong (4-5 frames of brood) and disease free before going into pollination. Pollination of blueberries 

is very hard on bees. 

Mark spoke on a number of issues relating to the Biosecurity Code of Practice. He emphasised the need 

for all owners of hives to be registered, the need for disease/pest checks/control and also the merit in 

keeping records. Record keeping is mandatory if you have over 50 hives. 

He had a frame demonstrating American Foul Brood (AFB), microscope slide kits, copies of the Code of 

Practice and the Biosecurity Manual for distribution. 

Glen gave demonstrations of hive inspections, collecting swarms and “cracking” a flow hive. 

A great meal, social and educational experience was had by all. Thanks to everyone. 

Allan Thomas  

Thanks to all who helped with the activity reports, and Paul for his photography. 

Floral Report 
Members brought in plants that have been flowering and these included:- 

Grey Ironbark - different colour on each side of leaf, Nambucca ironbark - 

same colour both sides of leaf, Pittosporum, bottlebrush, Camelia, basil, 

salvia. 

‘Seen around the Editor’s place’ this September include:  

Around the garden - jasmine, buddleia, plum, pear, hawthorn, camelia, 

radiata pine, citrus. Weeds - fireweed, billy-goat weed, mickey mouse tree. 

In the bush: ironbark, tallowood, Red Forest gum. 

ABA Council Meeting                                                                         
On 1st September the ABA had a Council meeting at the Coffs CEX. 

Thanks must go to the club for waiving the fee due to the local input. 

Peter Dickson-Smith was made a Life-Member of our club and was 

presented with a certificate by Dave Wilson, Secretary of the ABA. 

Plant identification by Don 
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Matters arising from Council 

Meeting 
 Colonel Pulling Competition format to be 

reviewed. To continue with a Field Day, 

incorporating the AGM and Colonel Pulling. 

Feedback positive in this year’s event at the 

Central Coast. 

 To take action on bio-security matters. 

 Guest speakers - grants are available from 

the ABA twice a year for branches. 

 To consider changing the financial year to 1st 

July - 30th June. This will affect the fee 

structure, which is yet to be confirmed for 

the coming year. 

 Travel costs for 1 person from each club to 

attend Council meetings. 

 Next year’s Field Day/AGM/Colonel Pulling 

will be in the Hawkesbury area. 

Tocal Beekeeper’s Field Day  13th October 2018. 
Our club was considering hiring a bus for interested members to attend, but due to a lack of numbers/late 

notice, that is not happening. Maybe next year, we can organise something. It is possible for members to 

attend this meeting on the Saturday and still attend our club meeting on Sunday at Bonville. 

Highlights/Guest Speakers include: 

 Bee Bio-security - Dr Chris Anderson NSW DPI 

 AFB Awareness - Mark Page NSW DPI 

 Barrier Systems - Rod Bourke -NSW DPI 

 Hive inspections/Inspecting for disease/AFB smear preparation 

 Apiary sites on Public Land - Nick Geoghan -NSW DPI 

 NSW DPI Queen Breeding program - Elizabeth Frost 

 The Art of Beeswax - Bill Winner 

 Demonstration of opening, splitting and rehousing stingless native beehive/box and frame 

construction/ Mead making/ Creamed Honey/ Wax Wraps/ Candle making 

 Flow Research and Development update - Dr Emily Grace 

 Honey Bee STD’s - Tom Gillard 

 Native Bees in applied pollination - Dr Toboas Smith 

 Trade Show all day long/Raffle 

 Peter Dickson-Smith being presented with 

a Life-Membership Certificate  
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General Meeting 
The meeting and field day was a great success, with over 60 present. Thanks to Anne and Glenn 
and everybody who helped out on the day. Special thanks to Jenny, Scott and Lliam, the BBQ 
cooker (you know who you are!), Don and our guest speakers. Mesh screens, foundation wax, 
honey jars, frames, Apithor traps and buckets were sold at the meeting. 

Steve and Janet Fowler, from the Northern Rivers were present selling a wide range of beekeeping 
equipment. 

A price-list will be attached to this newsletter email. If there are sufficient orders, Steve will attend our 
next meeting for delivery. 

Spring Hive Activities at Glenn’s 
Combined reports from Steve and Dasha 

Things are looking good after the rain and the bees are 

doing well. 

Glenn is gradually moving to polystyrene boxes due to 

ease of use. A barrier system is used with all the hives 

i.e. hives are marked with a letter and a number that 

identifies not only the hive but also the area the hive 

comes from, e.g. M8 = Morrows Rd, hive number 8. 

Frames and other equipment are always returned to 

the same hive to minimise any potential disease transfer. 

Some frames utilise plastic foundation which is coated with wax to increase acceptance by the bees. 

Check your hives every 3 to 4 weeks during this time to help prevent swarming and check for diseases. 

During the inspection look for: 

 Frames that can be lifted out and replaced with new ones if the brood box needs more room i.e. 

drone brood or dark/old frames can be taken out and placed above the queen excluder. Giving the 

queen more room to lay can help prevent swarming. (side note: drones in a hive are OK, especially if 

you are queen breeding. If you want more honey, you may want more workers, so if this is the case, 

keep your queens young as older queens tend to lay more drones than young ones. 

 Diseases 

 Viability of the queen –  is she laying well, brood pattern etc 

 tip 1: it’s a good idea to always carry a queen catcher so you can catch your queen if you find 

her and thus keep her safe while you look through your hive.  

 tip 2: the queen is often found on the dark side of the frame (use minimal smoke) 

 tip 3: when you catch her, do not pass her onto someone else, they could accidently open the 

catcher and release her. 

 Warning: be careful you do not place the queen in the hot sun or she could die. 
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Brood Inspection 

Tip: carry matches with you for: 

1. The smoker 

2. To test for American Foul Brood (AFB) 

Shake brood off the frames so that you can do a thorough inspection. 

Look for: 

 the pattern the brood is being laid in, i.e. are there a lot of empty  

 scattered spaces. 

 nice evenly coloured convex cells – should not be dark/sunken in. 

 perforated cells – learn to recognise the difference between a  

 normal healthy perforation of young bees exiting their cells vs cell  

 perforations with ragged edges/partial perforation which can 

indicate disease. 

 healthy larvae should be pearly white. 

 shortage of honey or pollen – you may have to feed if this is the case. 

 chalk brood (fungus disease) – if only a few frames affected, bees usually recover well on their own. 

If too many frames affected, it may be best to remove them.  

Note: Don’t be afraid to open up any suspect cells – it’s only a few cells and they could tell you if you have 

any diseases. 

It is a good idea to have glass slides in your beekeeper’s bag. Free glass slides can be obtained from the 

DPI. If you find a suspect larva i.e. EFB or AFB suspect – take it out with your match stick and mash it up 

on the glass slide. Scrape most of it off, leaving only a slight residue – dry it briefly in the air – close up and 

post off in the mail for testing. Testing is free if you are registered, so it will cost you only the price of the 

stamp. 

Now replace any frames that you have removed with stickies/new frames or frames from the honey 

super. If you find your hive colony is a bit smaller, keep the brood in the centre and place the new frames 

on the edges. 

You should keep a record for biosecurity reasons. You can also write on the lid what you have done, the 

condition of the queen etc. 

Glenn does not use any chemicals. He maintains the health of his bees by: 

 keeping his hives strong 

 doesn’t go into the hives on hot, humid days as the hive beetles are more likely to invade at this 

time. 

Hives that are at a higher risk of failure or beetle attack are: nucs and/or queen-less hives. 

Note: do not panic if you see a few ants, they usually do no harm. 
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Next, we inspected a hive that was previously diagnosed with European 

Foul Brood EFB 

This hive received no treatment. 

Upon inspection the hive was a bit smaller than the previous hive due to the 

set back from the disease, but there was no sign of disease now and the 

colony seemed to be doing well otherwise. 

Treatments that could be used for EFB: 

 Antibiotics 

 Feeding with sugar may help if there is a shortage of food 

 Re-queening 

Note: bees usually recover from EFB but not AFB. AFB is not to be treated. 

With AFB, the bees have to be destroyed and the hives either burnt or irradiated. 

Inspection of a Nuc that had just swarmed 

While we were inspecting the hives, we saw the 

second swarm of the day exit one of the nucs. 

Upon inspection, the nuc hive had several 

queen cells (the books will describe them as 

“swarm cells” found on the bottom of the 

frame. “Supersedure cells” usually are in the 

middle or face of the comb.) Queen cells do not 

necessarily mean they will swarm – do not 

panic. In this instance we will do nothing, the 

bees will use them to raise their own queen. 

Swarms 

We were lucky 

to witness 2 swarms during the day. The first 

one was nice and low on the tree, but the 

second one needed a ladder. Make sure you 

have your hive box ready with the lid opened 

to put your swarm in. Remove temporarily 

some of the frames to make some space. A 

branch with the swarm on it was cut and the 

bees shaken into the hive. The lid was 

replaced and that’s it – leave the box where 

it is for a while until the bees settle down.  
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Flow Hive 
At the end of the day we had a look at the Flow Hive and extracted 

some honey. The Flow Hive requires the same beekeeping routines as 

any other hive to make sure there’s no disease and that the bees are 

doing well, in fact, its brood box is identical to the Langstroth brood 

box (8 frame in this instance). Extra Langstroth supers can also be used 

if one wishes.  

The actual Flow Hive super contains plastic frames that can be 

mechanically opened to allow the honey to flow out directly into a jar 

or a bucket, negating the need for extracting equipment. It is 

important that the beekeeper still lifts out and checks the frames to 

insure the frame you want to extract is mostly capped and thus minimising the risk of collecting uncured 

honey that can ferment very quickly and become unfit for consumption. However, there is no need for all 

the frames to be extracted at the same time as individual frames can be extracted as needed. 

Honey Extraction 

After checking which frame was mostly capped and then replaced back into the super, the hive was 

elevated slightly at the front to tip the hive back. The frame was opened with a tool, small section at a 

time to minimise overflow of honey into the brood box. The honey flowed via a tube into a container until 

the flow stopped. The frame and super were then closed back up again, ready to be refilled by the bees.  

Thornleigh Farm -  

Lord Howe Island 
By Robert Jeremy  

Thornleigh Farm is a small farm nestled 

among native forest on the lagoon 

foreshore of Lord Howe Island. 

Thornleigh was established in about 

1890 and has remained in the same 

family for five generations. Thornleigh 

was out of action for a few decades 

until 2012, but over the last five years 

we have been bringing it back to life 

focusing on restoring production of fruit 

and vegetables. Recently we decided to 

add honey to our menu. 

Lord Howe Island sits in the middle of the Tasman Sea and is a remnant of a massive volcanic ridge. The 

Island is home to many endemic species of plants, birds and marine life. Much of the vegetation on the 

Island is found nowhere else in the world.  
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The Island is home to a vibrant European honey bee 

population. We don’t know how they got here, but it’s 

likely they were introduced by the early settlers. There 

was a time before the Second World War when the Island 

was far more self-reliant and even exported produce to 

the mainland, and there are rumours of an apiary back in 

the day towards the south of the Island. Anyways, it’s our 

good luck that they are here and that the Island is free 

from mites and diseases found on the mainland. 

Because shipping costs are so high, we can’t import 

fertilizers and other farm supplies. Instead we employ 

natural growing techniques and rely on the farm to give us what we need. In a way, Thornleigh is a big 

recycling machine. For this reason, we were attracted to the Warre hive, and after a course with Tim 

Malfroy we started on our beekeeping adventure about two years ago.  

You can’t rush things on Lord Howe Island. We are starting small and growing incrementally. At the 

moment we have two Warre hives and we plan to grow to about 20 hives if the Island will support them. 

We feel confident that it will; there are quite a number of feral hives in forest in the settled area, and that 

means that there will be more in the mountains and hills of the national park. 

We are following in the footsteps of Jack Shick, who has been beekeeping on the Island for many years 

using Langstroth hives. Jack helped us get started and we swap notes regularly.  

The Island has a temperate climate so the bees forage all 

year round. In winter there are natives such as the unique 

Mountain Rose flowering, but things really get going 

towards the end of winter when the big Maulwood trees 

start to flower, followed in spring and summer by the 

Island Blackbutts and Sallywoods. 

We harvested our first honey at the end of last summer 

and we will start selling locally in the coming spring. The 

honey has a unique texture and flavour and has received 

good reviews from friends and family. When we have 

more experience and volume we will be exploring the 

possibility of exporting our honey to the mainland and 

overseas.  

Footnote: Merridy and Warren Huxley have just returned from Lord Howe Island and their guide on the 

climb up Mt Gower was Jack Shick. Earlier they had seen a man in a bee suit and it turned out that it was 

Jack, a 5th generation islander. He has 10 hives on the Island which are disease free, not even beetles he 

told Merridy proudly!  

It is a short season on the Island but relatively productive.  He regaled her with a yarn about Doug 

Sommerville bringing him some queens by plane in his pocket. The said queens were then put through a 

rigorous quarantine schedule to ensure the purity of his hives! 



9 of 11 

Bio-Security Talk 
After lunch Mark Page and Steve Green from the DPI gave a talk on Bio-

Security. 

Some points: 

 You can’t learn it all in one day. 

 Fees are needed - inspectors, free AFB slide tests if registered. 

 The Bio-security act has replaced the Apiaries Act and other Acts. 

 Notifiable diseases - AFB, EFB, Nosema, Chalk Brood. No,longer Small 

Hive Beetle. 

 Need to do thorough brood inspections during the year. 

 Record keeping, while mandatory for over 50 hives, members with less 

should get in the habit of doing it. Good way to reflect back on the 

season, e.g. split hive "A", goes into nuc "B", make new hive "C". 

 Examples of diaries - Bee aware web site, and AHBIC website. 

 You can keep a hive in an urban back yard. 

 Urban hives, as do all, require water. 

 Local council can't tell you how 

many hives you can keep. Always 

consider your neighbours; they 

are the ones that will complain. 

The Code says in a small yard, you 

can have 2 hives. 

 Requeen regularly to stop 

swarming. 

 Mark was very happy Glenn could 

push a button to get three swarms 

happening. 

 John suggested turn your frame 

upside down to check for AFB. 

 The Bio Security Act - requires 

registration of beekeepers; Helps 

prevent the introduction of bee 

pests and diseases; Helps control diseases and pests in Apiaries in NSW. 

 Steve Green was asked about Blueberries and the DPI are checking on registration, disease and 

strength of the hives going in for pollination and coming out after pollination 

 Looking for 4-5 frames of brood. In checking 600 hives  only 20% were strong enough at the end of 

the pollination season. Therefore, they weren't good going in. 
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Frank’s Hive Hints No. 21 
Nectar and pollen production are dependent on many factors, not just the appearance of flowers. 

Temperature, humidity and wind, time of day, location, landforms and rainfall all play their part. When 

temperatures rise considerably, many bees will be diverted from nectar and pollen foraging to collecting 

water to cool the hive. Dry windy days with low humidity are not ideal as nectar in the flowers can 

evaporate quickly. Time of day is important as most plants release an abundance of nectar or pollen early 

in the day. If hives are in a position where they warm up early bees will be able to begin foraging early. 

Locating hives on a site with a north-east aspect where they receive early morning sun is advisable. 

Landforms that have variety such as hilly slopes with sun and shade have advantages. As the sun 

progresses down the slope during the day so will the nectar or pollen production. 

Rainfall stimulates growth and blossoms. It may have fallen earlier in the year but will have an influence 

later. Heavy rain during the flowering period can wash away nectar and pollen and stop their production. 

Love Those Bees 

Attachments  
Attached to this email are also a bee petition and Steve Fowler’s price list. 

Email received from Dave Wilson, ABA Secretary 

The Inner West Bee club in Sydney organised a meeting with local politicians. One outcome was that a 

petition was organised via Jo Haylen, Member for Summer Hill in the NSW Parliament. While the petition 

does not perfectly replicate the position of the ABA it will strongly support our position. 

Could you print copies of this petition and try for as many signatures as possible? The petition can be 

return post paid direct to Jo Haylen's office. 

Cheers 

Dave Wilson, ABA Secretary 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Sunday, October 14th at Bonville Creek Farm, Bonville.  

Phone:  Paul Campbell - 0400 225 048 

Address:  Bonville Station Rd 

  Bonville Creek  Bonville 

Time:      10:00am for 10:30am start 

Activity:  There will be an hive activity so please bring protective clothing. 

  We plan on having a video link discussion with Cedar Anderson from Flow Hive  

Lunch:  $5.00 BBQ at 12:30pm – please bring a luncheon item and something for morning tea/dessert. 
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Please bring a raffle prize. 

Also bring a chair and don't forget your nametags. 

Please bring plants you’ve seen bees on for identification. 

Directions:  

From the South: Turn off the highway at Archville Station Rd, then right at the roundabout onto Pine 

Creek Way. Take the second on the right (Bonville Station Rd) and follow it across the highway past the 

school, and near the end of the road turn into Bonville Creek Farm. 

From the North: Turn off the highway at the Lyons Rd turn off (Bonville), then right at the roundabout, 

cross the highway, and left at the roundabout onto Pine Creek Way. Turn left at Bonville Station Rd and 

follow to the farm as above. 

Follow the Bee Meeting signs and look for the yellow and black balloons. 

The exact location within the school grounds may change. 

Enquiries:   

Mal Banks - 6649 0990    or     Phil Jury -  6568 5655 

Please give comments, ask questions, make suggestions, or give feedback at the next meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


