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MNC ABA President’s Report 
Our hosts for this meeting were Judith and Darren Barber off 
Scott’s Head Rd.

This was a venue with a difference, with drinking water being 
shipped in and no electricity. People arrived with “wonderous 
smiles” on their faces, as it seemed to be in the middle of 
nowhere.

However, the day went smoothly with the billy constantly being refilled to boil and the sausages and onion 
cooked on the gas BBQ.

After the usual meeting and some discussion around the changes to conditions in line with “Bee Biosecurity, 
Spring inspections were carried out on the hives. John, Don and Steve capably lead the inspections.

The bees were actively coming and going, with no external evidence of any problems. Inside, it was 
ascertained that the queens had commenced laying well, but appeared to have backed off a little in recent 
times. This was surmised because there were plenty 
of capped brood but not a lot of young larvae or 
eggs.

The hives were well situated, off the ground a 
little with plenty of bush and a creek within flying 
distance.

A barrier system for disease control was in place 
with all the boxes numbered. The registration 
number was printed clearly on the hives.

There was a strong attendance, with some new 
faces.

As usual, the lunch was spectacular due to everyone 
pitching in to place something on the table.

Merridy did a great job selling raffle tickets and 
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conducting the raffle. I was particularly pleased to 
win the lemons, as with the flu, I have been making 
plenty of hot, honey and lemon drinks.

Thank you to everyone, especially our hosts, for 
pitching in and making the day a great success.

Regards

Allan
President

Club News
Frank Karabaic - Sadly, Life Member Frank Karabaic 
passed away on the 9th September, aged 84. A 
private funeral service was held on the following 

Friday. He lived with cancer for many years and tried all the available medical treatments which left him very 
weak.

There was no social outing that he enjoyed more than attending bee gatherings and meeting and talking 
with beekeepers about bees, hives, flowers and honey. He was greatly surprised and honoured to receive Life 
Membership of MNC branch of ABA.

Remember him with the bees.

Tributes flowed in about Frank - 
“I think I learnt something every time we spoke, such knowledge and skills. His award winning with all things 
related to bees go back decades.”- Allan

“Such a gentleman and a hellova beekeeper.” - Di

“Frank was a true gentleman and will be sadly missed.” - Steve

“Sad to hear of Franks passing he will be sadly missed.” - Matt 

“The club overall, and individual members, have gained a lot of knowledge and enthusiasm from Frank (and 
Faye).” - Phil

“So sad, wish we could say goodbye somehow. Such a gentleman, such a fountain of knowledge, such a club 
man, he will be missed in so many ways by all of us.” - Rod

“That news is so sad. My sympathies to Faye and family.” - Kerryn

Now he has gone where the Good Keepers go,
To the wonderful place where the honey trees grow,
Where blossoms are many and beetles are few,
And quiet golden bees greet each morning anew.

Hive inspection

When days are sunny and bright                             
With no sign of rain                                                  
We’ll see him again                                                   
Surrounded by “daughters of light”.                       

When pine needles scent the breeze
That comes with rain
We won’t see him again
He has gone like smoke through the trees.
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Frank’s Hive Hint No 7
Thinking of catching a swarm this 
season?

A swarm of bees in Spring
Is worth a silver ring
A swarm of bees in Summer
Is worth the extra number
A swarm of bees in fall
Is worth nothing at all

(Adapted from an old saying)

Usually, swarming bees do not sting. Why 
is that? They have filled themselves with 
honey so they cannot bend to sting. Do 
you know that feeling when you have 
overeaten? 

Swarming bees are ready to build new comb. Do not give sticky combs for at least three days otherwise, they 
may desert the hive. Just give foundation or dry combs. 

The larger swarm from a hive is the first one with the old queen. Subsequent swarms from the same hive will 
be smaller with a young or unmated queen. Sometimes two swarms join together in the air and bees destroy 
one queen eventually. The different swarms won’t fight each other. They will join peacefully.

Don’t make increase or breed from stock that is known to swarm readily as this will increase the swarming 
tendency and you will always end up with a weak hive susceptible to disease and no honey.

LOVE THOSE BEES.

Frank, along with Faye, has been instrumental in the club’s success since formation.

Frank provided much knowledge and information to members. Frank was a very skilful and silky smooth 
apiarist. He was a bee whisperer. There have been many wonderful field days at the Karabaics with a large 
number of topics covered. They have contributed regularly to the newsletter and for several years had a very 
popular column in the newsletter called “Frank’s Hive Hints.” They have provided many of the apiary products 
which have led to our successes in the Colonel Pulling Competition. Since ‘retiring’ from beekeeping, Frank 
and Faye still provided much assistance to the club.

Vale     Frank Karabaic

General Business
Foundation and Apithor
Michael Worraker has our clubs supplies of Wax Foundation and Apithor SHB traps. Please contact him on 
0408 293 031 or by email. 

The price of foundation will now be $2.50 per sheet.

Library 

Please make use of the library and return items ASAP.

Frank at work with his bees
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Brood Inspection 
Tip: carry matches with you for: 

1. The smoker 

2. To test for American Foul Brood (AFB) 

Shake brood off the frames so that you can do a 
thorough inspection. 

Look for: 

◊ the pattern the brood is being laid in, i.e. are there 
a lot of empty scattered spaces. 

◊ nice evenly coloured convex cells – should not be 
dark/sunken in. 

◊ perforated cells – learn to recognize the 
difference between a normal healthy 
perforation of young bees exiting their cells 
vs cell perforations with ragged edges/partial 
perforation which can indicate disease. 

◊ healthy larvae should be pearly white. 

◊ hortage of honey or pollen – you may have to 
feed if this is the case. 

◊ chalk brood (fungus disease) 

• If only a few frames affected, bees usually 
recover well on their own. 

• If too many frames affected, it may be best to 
remove them.  

Note: Don’t be afraid to open up any suspect cells – it’s only a few cells and they could tell you if you have any 
diseases. 

It is a good idea to have glass slides in your beekeeper’s bag. Free glass slides can be obtained from the DPI. 
If you find a suspect larva i.e. EFB or AFB suspect – take it out with your match stick and mash it up on the 
glass slide. Scrape most of it off, leaving only a slight residue – dry 
it briefly in the air – close up and post off in the mail for testing. 
Testing is free if you are registered, so it will cost you only the price 
of the stamp. 

Now replace any frames that you have removed with stickies/new 
frames or frames from the honey super. If you find your hive colony 
is a bit smaller, keep the brood in the centre and place the new 
frames on the edges. 

You need to keep a record for biosecurity reasons. You can also write 
on the lid what you have done, the condition of the queen, etc., 
then transfer this information to your records later. 

Thanks to Glenn for these notes from last year

Photos from Darren’s apiary

Just making sure the chooks don’t get 
the protein supplement
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Bees and Bushfires
This coming summer season is shaping up to be 
one of the worst ever for bushfires. Already many 
fires have burnt out large areas of State Forests 
and National Parks. Several of our members have 
lost areas of land where they kept their bees. The 
rain forecast this week will only ease conditions 
temporarily, and unless there is a significant rain 
event, conditions will worsen as the temperature 
rises.

It is most likely that any wildfires this summer 
will be extreme/catastrophic, and not like the 
mild hazard reduction type fire we get around 
here usually.

Prepare early and move hives at night time to 
safe areas.

Spring flowers and blossoms — a vital source of food for bees after winter — can get burnt out in certain areas 
and after a wildfire has gone through an area, that area will be unusable for several years.

Bees will only fly a few kilometres from the hive, so if the flowers are gone from within their range, that’s a 
problem, and then it could take years for the flowers to re-establish in that area.

Smoke from fires can also have a significant impact on bees, triggering a defence mechanism causing them to 
engorge themselves with honey and swarm from the hive, then you’ve lost your colony.

If the bees do not leave the hive in time, it can become full of smoke, suffocating them.

In the worst case scenario with a wildfire, it will come through quickly incinerating all vegetation and directly 
impacting the hives.

Provide water for the bees as in this drought natural water resources are drying up. One hive may need 10L 
per week!

With the ever present threat of AFB, the common practise of destroying the hive with a cup of petrol and then 
burning the hive the next day may not be advisable. Check with your local Fire Authority.

Be careful using a smoker, even when it is not a Total Fire Ban.

Schedule of Standard Exemptions to Total Fire Bans
11. Bee hive smokers

Fire lit, maintained or used in connection with the management of bees and beehives, provided that:

a. the fire is lit, maintained and used in a bee hive smoker that is commercially available, made of metal and 
designed to prevent the escape of fire, and

b. the fuel for the bee hive smoker is lit inside a building or vehicle by a responsible adult person and the 
smoker is sealed prior to leaving the building or vehicle and being taken to the hives, and

c. fire is not permitted to escape from the bee hive smoker, and

d. the bee hive smoker is under the supervision of a responsible adult person at all times while it is alight, and

Don’t let this happen to your apiary
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e. the fuel for the bee hive smoker is totally extinguished inside a building or vehicle by the responsible adult 
person at the completion of use of the smoker.

Preparation
Keep grass short around the apiary and remove unnecessary flammable material in the area.

Be careful where old hive boxes and other timber materials are stored. Move if they are facing the most likely 
fire direction.

If you are remaining at home to mop up after the fire, make sure you have a hose that will reach the apiary (do 
not leave out however).

If evacuating it may be beneficial to soak the area around the apiary

(not sure if this will help, but it may be worth a try.)

A Lego hive
See the video here - https://imgur.com/
gallery/72BJ6Es

Bees In The News
Below is a link to a story on Varroa Mite on the ABC 
News

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-18/
the-beekeepers-ready-to-fight-varroa-mite-in-
australia/11505370

Future Meetings
October - Leeharne’s at Coramba

November - Monica’s at Urunga

December - Xmas function at the Botanical 
Gardens, Coffs Harbour

January 2020 - No Meeting

February - Bundagen community - Bundagen

Tocal College Field Day
The DPI’s Tocal College, located near Paterson, 
NSW, will be holding their 40th Beekeepers’ 
Field Day on Saturday 12 October 2019.

The ABA’s own Len Verrenkamp and Bruce White 
will both be giving presentations during the 
program.

For the first time, the event will include a Honey Competition. Entries are simply to be submitted on the day 
(before 9am), and prizes will be awarded at the end of the program

A Lego hive

“Save the bees”-  Bee graffiti at Nambucca Heads
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Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held at the home of Leeharne Hawley and Paul Bradshaw at Coramba.

Date:  Sunday, October 13th   

Phone:   0488 736 347 

Address:   1448 Coramba Rd 
  Coramba

Time:       10:00am for 10:30am start 

Activity:   There will be a hive inspection, so please bring protective clothing. 

Lunch:   BBQ - $5.00 at 12:30pm  

Please bring: 
◊ A luncheon item and a dessert/morning tea item

◊ A raffle prize would be greatly appreciated. This is a great way to raise funds for the club. 
The club has recently bought some beekeeping equipment to spice up the raffle. 

◊ A chair and your nametags. 

◊ Protective clothing.

Directions:  
From the North, drive through Coramba and under the railway bridge following Orara Way. Their driveway 
entrance is about 100m on the left. 

From the South, their entrance is on the right about 100m past the 50 km/h sign.

Look for the Bee Meeting signs.

Enquiries:   

Mal Banks - 6649 0990    or  Michael Worraker - 0408 293 031 

Please give comments, ask questions, make suggestions, or give feedback at the next meeting. 


